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Dear Friends,
One Easter holiday Frank was going away for a few days and he asked his
neighbour Dave if he would pop in to his house every now and again to make sure
everything was ok.
The next day Frank went on his holiday to the Yorkshire Dales leaving Dave to
an eye on his home.
Dave had a dog called Daisy who he walked everyday down the street and
round the park. On his daily walk he decided to make a detour and go and check on
Frank’s house. He let Daisy off the lead so she could have a good run around the
garden. After a few minutes the dog came running into the house with what looked
like Frank’s pet rabbit called Mozart in his mouth, it was not moving. David gasped
in horror and started shouting at Daisy to drop it. Daisy looked perplexed but did as
she was told and dropped a dead and slightly chewed rabbit at David’s feet.
David did not know what to do but decided he was going to try to make the
rabbit look better, so he gave it a wash and brush and put it back into its hutch.
The next day Frank returned, and it was not long before he came round
banging on David’s door — when David opened the door Frank asked
‘Did anything unusual happen while I was away were there any problems?’
Through gritted teeth David said, ‘No, why are you asking is something wrong?’
‘Well,’ said Frank, ‘it is ever so strange, I didn't tell you because I was so upset but
my pet rabbit Mozart died and I thought I would bury him before I went away but
when I came home I checked the his Hutch as I would normally do
and.……………………….!'
I wonder this Easter-time - do we actually believe in the resurrection of Jesus? Do
we believe in life everlasting?
We can hear the account of the resurrection of Jesus so many times that it can start
to lose its freshness, its significance and meaning. This year why don’t we hear the
story again, as if for the first time?
On Good Friday Jesus died and on Easter Sunday he rose again.
Jesus did not die just for a few minutes and then brought back to life with the help
paramedics, Jesus was not dead for an hour and then brought back to life with the
help of the doctors. Jesus was dead for three full days.
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Jesus was physically dead and now he physically lives
Here are the scriptures that give clear evidence as to approximately 515 people
seeing the resurrected Jesus.
To Mary Magdalene Jn 20:14-18; Mk 16:9
To the women returning from the tomb Mt 28:8-10
To Peter later in the day Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5
To the disciples going to Emmaus in the evening Lk 24:13-31
To the apostles (except Thomas) Lk 24:36-45; Jn 20-19-24
To the apostles a week later (Thomas present) Jn 20:24-29
In Galilee to the seven by the Lake of Tiberias Jn 21:1-23
In Galilee on a mountain to the apostles and 500 believers 1 Cor 15:6
At Jerusalem and Bethany again to James 1 Cor 15:7
At Olivet and the ascension Acts 1:3-12
To Paul near Damascus Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor 15:8
To Stephen outside Jerusalem Acts 7:55
To Paul in the temple Acts 22:17-21; 23:11
To John on Patmos Rev 1:10-19
One person may have got it wrong, even perhaps a group of people. But between
500 and 600?
This Easter time let the meaning of Easter startle us all again, let us engage with its
mysteries, rejoice in its hope and assure us that all our lives have a meaning,
significance and possibilities that are eternal. That one day there will be a new
heaven and earth where all things will be made well, where there will be no more
pain, tears or death — where everything will be
made whole.
Jesus has risen - alleluia
I am still wondering about the afterlife of
rabbits.......

Alyson Buxton
Team Rector for the Parish of Boston
3

Our Boiler House Project
'Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he
obtained with his own blood.'
Acts 20:28.

Our new boiler house replaces the
existing underground boiler room
below the south porch which was
badly affected by the tidal surge
flooding of December 2013.
Steve Welsh, senior architectural
technician from Architects Buttress
states:
'The new boiler house, sitting at the base of the tower, has been
sympathetically designed to follow the lines of the 1929 vestry extension
and to be as compact as possible. Local heating contractor Rob Burton
has assisted greatly in ensuring that all the necessary boiler equipment
can be shoe-horned into the new building. The main contractor,
Messenger Construction Ltd of Stamford are doing an excellent job,
ensuring the quality of the new work lives up to the magnificence of this
historic church'.
Following the approval of the many consultees, work started on the
excavations in October 2015. This first stage was delicate and slow going
due to the watching brief involving an archaeologist who had to inspect
the methods used, advise on the careful removal of any findings, identify
and record them. We will display these china, clay and glass items in
church when they are returned to us. It soon became apparent however
that the very place where the new extension is to be built contained a
charnel pit. These pits were used for the re-burial of disarticulated human
remains from many individuals and this one may have come about during
a previous extension to the church during which burial areas had to be
disturbed to create the space required then. The bones were respectfully
removed, stored and then re-buried with dignity in the church yard during
a short service of prayer by Revd. Alyson Buxton, attended by the staff.
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Stonemasons arrived at the site in January 2016 to widen the underfloor
service trenches inside the church, creating the extra space required for
the new and substantial heating pipework and cables which will connect
the existing radiators and underfloor heating to the relocated boilers.
These excavations revealed a tiny but fascinating glimpse of underground
burial chambers containing lead coffins set within brick vaults. Steel lintels
needed to be inserted under the floor structure and over these vaults to
support the new work above. Inside the church we now have a much
improved, level floor with convenient lifting eyes for future maintenance.
Construction of the external walls of the new boiler house started at the
same time but a number of frosty days prevented external work
continuing on programme, as stone cannot be laid in temperatures below
4 degrees and falling.
Now the roof is being constructed
and as soon as the build is watertight
the internal fitting out and service
connections can commence with a
completion date by the end of April.
It has been an interesting period of
the church history with stonemasons,
plumbers, electricians and joiners in
and around the church, working on
an aspect which will improve the church for generations to come. Indeed
it will be more economical to heat the church with the new system in
place and easier to maintain the system.
Lee Wilson from Messenger Construction states
'During my time working here at The Stump all of the staff at the church
have been outstandingly helpful, nothing has stopped the way they work
even with no heating on in the coldest part of the winter. It was a case of
'get your coats and carry on' so a big thanks to them'.

Angie Kisby,
Fabric Manager.
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1. A Good Time to write a Will
Are you one of the 6 out of 10 people who has not made a Will, or you
made it several years ago and your circumstances have changed?
For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to
make a Will. Without a Will, your loved ones could face a lot of trouble,
work and expense after your death. Without a Will, a court could decide
how to distribute your goods and who should look after your children or
dependents.
When writing your Will, you also have the opportunity to include a gift in
your will to your local church. For more information please contact Mrs Sue
Kitchen – Finance and Administration Manager or visit the Church of
England Legacy website www.churchlegacy.org.uk
2. Remembering your Church Family
In 2015, St Botolph’s Church received 2 legacies. With these gifts, we were
able to set up the funding for the employment of a Full Time music director
and look after the fabric of our building
Gifts in wills are a way of saying thank you to God, for the gifts of our
lifetime. Gifts in wills are also an important part of Christian Giving; many
of us give regularly to the church each week, or month from our disposable
income – why not make a final gift from our estates too?
Here at the Parish of Boston we depend on the generosity of our
congregation and community to enable us to further the work and outreach
projects of our Church.
A gift in your will can help keep our church alive in our community, and
transform its future. Please, think about it; pray about it; talk about it; find
out more about it and then please act upon it.
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3. Making a Will – a Simple Act of Good Stewardship
In 2015, the Parish of Boston witnessed 70 Baptisms celebrated 10
Weddings and said goodbye in 74 Funeral services.
With life comes many changes, and it is important that we remember to
review our wills regularly to ensure that it reflects these changes.
For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to
make a Will as a simple act of good stewardship. Without a Will, your loved
ones could face a lot of trouble, work and expense after your death. Without
a Will, a court could decide how to distribute your goods and who should
look after your children or dependents.
The PCC has reaffirmed its commitment to encouraging people to make
and review their wills, as a simple act of Christian Stewardship. In
partnership with Ringrose Law the cost to prepare a will which will include
a legacy to The Parish of Boston will be offered at the discounted singular
price of £120 + vat instead of £160 + vat and for a couple £180 + vat instead
of £220 +vat
For more information please contact the Parish Office on 01205 316130

Message from the Editor
This is now our 4th issue of the Pilgrim news and we
are steadily increasing our readership. We are able to
now offer our magazine for free thanks to the kind
sponsorship from Ringrose Law solicitors. Please
remember that I am always looking for articles from
you as this is your magazine! You can send any
articles to either verger@parishofboston.co.uk,
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or bring them into the
Church Office.
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An Announcement
The Team-Rector of Boston is pleased to announce
the appointment of George Ford to the full - time post
of Music Director of the Parish of Boston.
Commenting on this new appointment Alyson has
said:
George has accepted this new and exciting post for
the Parish of Boston. We know he will work to
enhance the Parish’s historic reputation for an
excellent choral worship offering, work within local schools, and develop
an integrated network of choirs in the community. At his interview we
were excited by his musical skills, entrepreneurial flair, enthusiasm and
obvious ability to initiate and carry forward music projects for the church
and town. George will join a team of enthusiastic people who care deeply
for the people of Boston and the mission and ministry of the Church here.
George Ford began learning the organ at the age of 13 and quickly
progressed to becoming Organ Scholar at St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Church in his hometown of Brentwood, Essex. He read music at
the University of Huddersfield specialising in organ performance studying
under Dr Graham Cummings. Alongside his studies George held the
position of Organ Scholar at Leeds Cathedral where he worked in the
UK’s largest cathedral music department. Currently he is completing a
master’s degree at the University of Leeds in Music and Management.
George enjoys working with children and young people, as he believes it
is important to inspire the next generation of church musicians. He is very
much looking forward to coming and joining the Parish of Boston
community and is especially excited about continuing the musical
traditions at St Botolph’s. George believes that the parish has tremendous
potential to host prosperous music programme that encourages people
from all walks of life to get involved.
Benjamin Saunders (Music Director of Leeds Cathedral) has said:
George has made an invaluable contribution to the musical life of the
Diocese of Leeds and its Cathedral as an organist, choir trainer and team
member over the past two years. I am sure that working in the UK's
largest singing programme will have given him solid foundations on which
to build an outstanding new community choral initiative in Lincolnshire
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and to realise the tremendous vision of the clergy and parishoners in the
Parish of Boston.
The Bishop of Grantham will preside at a Service of Thanksgiving
followed by lunch on the 24th of July 2016 at 10:30am.
This will be a service of welcome for George and Jane our new Assistant
Curate. We hope to have a great crowd with us - Everyone is welcome.
If you would like to stay for lunch could you please let Adam our Head
Verger know on 01205 354670 or email verger@parishofboston.co.uk

Finance Report for the year ending 31st December
2015
The accounts for the year ended 31st December 2015 showed a break
even situation (income and expenditure matched) for the year.
This is an excellent result due to the hard work in increasing income in all
areas and reducing costs where possible.
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The percentage increases are detailed in the table below
Income

2014

Voluntary income
Activities for generating funds
Investment Income
Church Activities
Total

2015

98,459 107,552
10,432 18,158
7,493
8,152
38,696 58,909
155,080 192,771

Expenditure

2014

%
increase
9.23%
74.06%
8.79%
52.23%
24.30%

2015

Church activities
Governance Costs
Costs of generating funds

%
decrease
223,386 215,643
34.67%
1,436
792
44.85%
825
1,870 (126.67%)

Total

225,647 218,305

32.53%

The overall percentage reduction in costs = 32.5%. The costs of
generating funds has increased as more events have been held as
shown by the 74% increase in income. The income and expenditure totals
below do not include extraordinary or capital income and expenditure
The increases and decreases are detailed in the bar charts below:
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The shop made a profit of £13,050 for the year but this included a loss of
earnings claim of £8,021 leaving a trading profit for the year of £5,029.
The coffee shop made a profit of £15,043 but this include an insurance
loss of earnings claim of £9,287 which results in a trading profit of £5,756
An excellent result has been achieved in a short space of time and to
balance the books has been achieved through a massive effort by all.

Sue Kitchen
Finance and Administration Manager
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The Eucharist
What? Why? How?
The Eucharist, Mass, The Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. There seems
as many descriptions of the celebration as there are different
understandings of what, why and how we celebrate. This is not surprising
as it is at the very core of our Christian faith and naturally arouses much
passion and discussion. Celebration is a term which will be used here in
order that no one description or understanding is either affirmed or
denied.
The celebration is all about our relationship with God and our relationship
with each other; it requires both an individual and a corporate response, it
is a real time event which requires our active participation, we should
never be just passive observers to this sacred rite. We should remember
that it is not just something which happens as part of our worship; we
should not fool ourselves into believing that the physical act of taking the
bread and wine means we have partaken in the Thanksgiving or
Eucharist. It is far more than this and requires us to have properly
prepared ourselves and been involved in the whole of the rite from the
Peace until the Dismissal or masse which sends out into the world to
proclaim the Gospel.
Our reasons for the celebration are essentially threefold, we
commemorate the past, are made aware of the present, and look to the
future. Some people will place greater emphasis on one aspect of this
than another, but the celebration is about all three. In the narrative of the
prayer we recall the Lord’s Supper, that last meal of Christ with his friends
in the upper room and we recognise him in the four actions of the priest
as they take the bread, bless it, break it, and share it. For today we
celebrate that Christ is truly present with us and the whole world, here
and now, and we look to the future and know that we have been granted
hope and grace, and the promise of glory that will be ours when the whole
world is made complete in Him
The Celebration traditionally begins with the peace and has done since
before Justin Martyr described it in the early part of the second century.
Before we get there we must however have reconciled ourselves to God
and his creation. Reconciliation to God is easier for we have already been
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reconciled to Him through the Cross. Reconciliation to all of mankind is
sometimes harder for us to achieve and can be particularly painful when
that reconciliation has to be made with some members of our own
worshipping community.
The focus of the celebration for many is in the taking by the priest of the
bread and wine and the consecratory nature of the prayer that follows it. It
is this which has caused most controversy throughout the church’s
history. Throughout the prayer we continually praise God and thank Him
for all He has done for us and all of creation, and in the salvation which
He has given to the whole world through the sacrifice of his only Son. The
priest recalls the actions and words of Christ at the Last Supper and calls
down the Holy Spirit upon the gifts of the people of the bread and the
wine. It is the nature of the change of these signs or symbols of Christ’s
body and blood that causes most division within theologians. Whether
you agree with the Roman Catholic Church and Luther who both assert
that a substantive change occurs or with Calvin or Zwingli who do not
accept this, there is no doubt that the Celebration is at its most intense at
this time. Whatever view you take, the bread and wine are consecrated
and made holy by the words of the priest in the prayer, a change occurs
possibly physically, or spiritually, or mentally or perhaps all three. The
change occurs in the elements of bread and wine, and within us.
The celebration moves on with our continued thanksgiving to God and our
promise of giving ourselves to Him and to do all that He has called us to
do.
We join with our community and say the only litany we need as we say
the words Christ himself has taught us. We ask for our daily bread, and
the priest follows the prayer by the breaking of the bread. The bread must
be broken for us all to share, just as we all share
in the brokenness of His body on the Cross. A
body that was broken to heal the brokenness of
the world.
So we share the bread and the change that has
occurred that during the celebratory prayer
manifests itself in the distribution of the bread and
wine as we partake of Holy Communion. It is at
this moment that for some the encounter with
Christ is at its closest and most personal.
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However our communion with Christ cannot be complete unless we also
recognise that the communion must also be with one another and the
entire of Christendom. We are reminded of this at the end of the
celebration when in the final blessing we are called to go forth and live as
Christ would have us live.
Of course there are different liturgies that are used in our Celebrations,
the most common to us probably being the 1662 Book of Common Prayer
and Common Worship, but they still celebrate the same thing. Just as we
all choose to talk to God in our own unique ways, so we choose liturgy
that complements that relationship.
There seems to be an awful lot going on in the Celebration, both
physically, spiritually and mentally, it quite remarkable that we are able to
fit it all into one hour, but the real point is we are not supposed to. We are
called not for an hour a day, an hour a week but are called to go out and
live the Celebration every hour, and everywhere, with everyone.

Chris Ladner
Lay Reader

Good Friday Workshop
A number of children joined us in St Botolph’s on Good Friday to create
our Easter Garden, create Easter Bonnets & much more! Revd Steve,
Sheila Priestly & Trevor Baily ran the workshop between 10am and
11:30am.
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Notices from Parish Churches
Don't let worry kill you - let the church help.
Thursday night - Potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow.
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say "hell" to someone
who doesn't care much about you.
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a
nursery downstairs.
Thursday at 5:00 pm there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers Club. All
ladies wishing to be "Little Mothers" will meet with the Pastor in his study.
This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward
and lay an egg on the altar.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What is Hell?"
Come early and listen to our choir practice.
The Scouts are saving cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 p.m. Please use
the back door.
The Priest will preach his farewell message, after which the choir
will sing, "Break Forth Into Joy."
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use large double door at the side entrance.
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign
slogan last Sunday: "I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours."
During the absence of our vicar, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing
a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs supplied our pulpit.
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Don't forget your
husbands.
The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water.". The sermon
tonight: "Searching for Jesus."
Miss Charlene Mason sang "I Will Not Pass This Way Again," giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.
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A day in the life of the Fabric Manager
I live in Wainfleet with my husband and two sons
where I attend All Saints Church. I studied
architecture in Hull and having decided upon my
career choice from a young age I completed the full
7 year training commitment to achieve the title
‘Architect’. I have worked in local authority and in
private practice on everything from multi-million
pound NHS and MOD projects to funfair signs
along the coast, restaurant interiors and
playgrounds. In 2003 I set up my own practice and
I now specialise in creating useful, economic &
beautiful buildings from difficult, historic and often
derelict spaces in conservation areas where flood
risk, structural stability, adjoining land uses and
energy efficiency requirements create a complex
starting point.
I am currently studying in greater depth to achieve an entry on the Royal
Institute of British Architects Conservation Register. I am an external
examiner of students at the University of Lincoln School of Architecture
and I assess and approve continuing professional development training
courses for architects on behalf of the Institute.
I spend two days each week looking after St. Botolph’s Church and
Blenkin Hall where I oversee all aspects of the interior and exterior of the
buildings. I seek to present the buildings to a high standard and to
balance the functions of a place of worship and a place of hospitality. I
manage the repairs, alterations and improvements together with our
caretaker and our domestic manager, under the direction of the Fabric
Committee. This involves prioritising required works and arranging regular
maintenance to keep this stunning, historic church in good condition. I
feel a sense of awe that my work is keeping such a precious church in as
good a condition as circumstance allows, nurturing and caring for it,
investing in its longevity to the benefit of generations to come. Indeed my
role fits into just a tiny snapshot of its 700+ year history so far as I
continue the care of my many predecessors through history.

16

Every time I am at The Stump I notice another beautiful detail of carving,
ornamentation or artwork, there is so much to see and learn about. My
work is fascinating, challenging and rewarding. The sheer size of the
church results in a job list which is never completed, merely added to as
each task is ticked off more are added. For example this week I have
checked on the security of the church tower at all levels, accompanied
Peregrine Falcon advisors to check the nesting box and associated CCTV
camera in readiness for the nesting season and completed an emergency
incident planning exercise with the fire brigade. I met with a borough
council officer to finalise a landscaping project and with Boston College
apprentices to plan work at Blenkin Hall for Apprentice Week. I welcomed
a local family to help them with their idea to support Down Syndrome
Awareness Day with coloured floodlights and briefed a local builder on an
upcoming project.
My hobbies include sailing, being a member of Skegness Yacht Club. I
can often be found canoeing on the River Steeping on warm weekends
and I enjoy swimming, zumba and visiting the gym. I am a school
governor at Wainfleet Magdalen School where I am instrumental in
creating and maintaining the outstanding church school Christian ethos
there.

Angie Kisby
Fabric Manager
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Caption Competition
Can you come up with the best caption for the pictures below? Can you
guess who is in the yellow uniform? This is just for fun but the best will
feature in our next edition!

Church Cartoon
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Volunteers Wanted
Could you spare three hours a week?
Would you like to meet new people and learn
new skills in a friendly environment?
We are looking for volunteers to join our
hospitality team to welcome visitors, help out
in our gift shop or coffee shop, or act as tour
guides to show people around our church.
Full support and regular training sessions
are provided.
Come and join in the fun! Contact us by
telephone on 01205 316130, email
support@parishofboston.co.uk or pick up an
application form from the office.
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A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful hearts’ (Col.4:2)
A Prayer Wheel is a way of helping us to pray for those in special need in
our parish and elsewhere. Praying to God helps the lives of all those who
believe, helps make walking the path not so lonely and as Christians is
our mission to bring together the faithful to share in prayer for those in
need. We ask others to pray for us when we are sick, when we have a
family problem, or it might be that we could be a prayer support to
someone who is tackling a task bigger than they anticipated. If you would
like to offer a prayer request, it will be shared within a group of Christians
within our Parish so that they may pray for you.
It is described as a wheel because at the centre there is a hub and the
role of the hub is to collect and pass prayer requests on to those on the
rim of the wheel, who are the group of people who in their daily prayers
will pray for all requests received.
Revd Margaret Brewster will be the hub of our wheel. Prayer requests
should be communicated to her by e-mail or by phone.
Margaret will:
 Pass on the prayer request to everyone on the rim of the wheel,
usually by e-mail, but occasionally by phone;
 Make sure that the information that is passed on for prayer respects
the dignity, wishes and privacy of the people being prayed for;
 Decide in consultation with the person requesting the prayer how
long to keep praying for specific requests, and update the list
accordingly.
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Sudoku
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What’s on in the Parish of Boston

8th April

Women’s Aid Coffee
Morning

10am – 12pm

8th April – 6th
May

Greenman Exhibition

10am – 4pm

24th April

St. George’s Day Service

3pm

13th May

Music for Sophie Gig

TBC

21st – 28th May

Royal College of Nursing
Exhibition

10am – 4pm

22nd May

Royal College of Nursing
Service

10:30am

28th May

St. George’s Singers

7pm
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Tour Guides Wanted
Volunteer tours guides required
for St Botolph Church tours.
You don’t have to be an expert
as training will be provided.
If you are interested please
contact Karen Lawson at
pcc@parishofboston.co.uk
or call
01205 354670

Pelo Hairsalon
16 Wormgate, Boston,
PE21 6NR

Do you wish to advertise in the
Pilgrim News?

Contact Adam on 01205 354670
or via email at
verger@parishofboston.co.uk

The Parish of Boston Hall Hire
Blenkin Memorial Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Sue Kitchen on
01205 316130

St Christopher’s Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461
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St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

This magazine kindly sponsored by
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