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Dear Friends, 
 
This journey, from ashes on Ash Wednesday to Easter’s fire, is a 
chance to rewrite our own stories. The essence of healing, perhaps 
the essence of what we mean by resurrection, is to take the chaotic 
and traumatic events of our lives and rewrite them into a new story, 
a new life.  
 
Before a new story can be rewritten, the old one needs to be 
examined.  
 
In Lent, we have to look at the ashes because we are pining for a 
new story. We are asked to make room for and enlarge our capacity 
to suffer. And, of course with it, our capacity for joy. That’s the fire.  
 
When I was in school, I had an English Literature teacher by the 
name of Mrs. Williams.   She was a quiet, tiny little woman, very 
young, but surprisingly strict.  I spent most of my school days being 
terrified of her.  But all that changed one day, when she came into 
class wearing a big button on her lapel.  Thirty-seven years or so 
later, I don’t remember much of what she taught us about “The 
Scarlett Letter” or “A Tale of Two Cities.” But I do remember that 
button.  It said: 
 

“Please be patient.  God isn’t finished with me yet.” 
 
Whether we realize it or not, at the start of Lent we proclaim that 
same message. We won’t do it with a button on a lapel…but with 
ashes on our forehead. 
 
The ashes we wear announce to the world this plain fact: we are 
sinners. They tell all who see us that we are beginning 40 days of 
prayer, and repentance, and sacrifice — that we are Christians 
seeking somehow to reconcile ourselves with God. 
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The ashes say that we are works in progress. They say: please be 
patient.  God isn’t finished with me yet. He isn’t finished with any of 
us. That is the great wonder and consolation of Lent. 
 
As we enter this holy season we should approach it with sobriety and 
seriousness.  But we shouldn’t mistake that seriousness for 
solemnity. 
 
And if you are contemplating what you should give up for Lent – 
should it chocolate or red wine, well instead, give up being too busy 
to pray, or being too worried to hope.  
 
There is no better time for doing that than now.  As the scripture 
tells us: “Now is an acceptable time.” 
 
It begins here, and now.  And it will take the rest of our lives to do.  
But nothing is more important.  It is the great work of our salvation.  
The journey of Lent is one more leg on our journey back to the 
Father — a journey of struggle, and sacrifice. 
 
But a journey, ultimately, of joy. 
 
As you “remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return,” 
remember that, too. 
 
And as we embark on that journey, and 
begin a 40 day adventure, remember one 
more thing; be patient, with yourselves 
and with everyone else. God isn’t finished 
with any of us yet. 
 
Steve Holt 
Associate Rector for the Parish of 
Boston 
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Hospitality Team Message 
 
‘The church has an excellent little cafe that doesn't cost the 
earth for a coffee. I visited the gift shop today and they have 

some lovely bits at reasonable prices and all profits go 
towards the church. Weather your religious or not you 

wouldn't be able to help admiring such an amazing building. 
You don't have to believe in God to visit or support your 

church..staff in shop where lovely’. 
Visited December 2015 

A Quote below taken from Trip Advisor. 
 
This is just one of many positive feedbacks we are now 
receiving, I thought it would be nice for our volunteers to see 
that their enthusiasm and hard work is really being 
appreciated by the local community and visitors to our church. 
 
What a fantastic end to 2015 a busy buzzing church in the 
daytime, and Carol Services where we were running out of 
chairs. Our office chairs were wheeled out more than once 
because we had so many people attending the services. 
Another highlight in December was the Pantomime we 
hosted, Boston College students treated the audience to a 
fabulous version of Cinderella. The students put on a 
professional entertaining show, the church was full of 
children’s laughter, and 1 or 2 
members of the staff team were 
spotted having a boogie at the 
back of the church. A really 
magical afternoon.  
 
So plans for 2016. We already 
have dates in the diary for the 
very talented and popular 
Boston Sinfonia. In May we are lucky to have a fundraising 
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concert by St. Georges Singers. ‘St 
George’s Singers was formed in 
Poynton, Cheshire in 1956 with 23 
founding members drawn from the 
local community. Today, the Choir 
has over 100 members who travel 
from Cheshire, 
Derbyshire, Yorkshire and Greater 

Manchester, and is widely recognised as one of the most 
enterprising and innovative choirs in the North of England.’ 
In July the church will be filled with the sound of Wales, with a 
concert by the Mynyddislwyn Male Voice Choir, this will be an 
evening you won’t want to miss. 
 
Further details of these and other concerts will be in our next 
parish magazine. 
 
One event we are all looking forward to in our 2016 Royal 
Bear Challenge, yes the brave teddy bears will be back in 
training again for their daredevil  abseil.  
 
2016 will also see the launch of our loyalty card for the coffee 
shop, afternoon teas on selected dates, and please keep the 
supply of delicious home baked cakes coming.  
Our Gift shop will be soon featuring Easter gifts and cards, 
and we have some great bargains still on offer if you are 
looking for that special gift. 
 
And finally we are still looking for more Hospitality Volunteers 
to join our teams in the Coffee and Gift Shops and also as 
Tour Guides. Please pop in for a chat if you are interested. 
 
Sue Watsham 
Hospitality Manager 
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Report from the PCC 
 
Meetings were held in October, November and December. 
The main news from the approved October and November 
Minutes is: 
 
Safeguarding - a team to review this important matter was 
approved. PCC adopted the Church of England Statement of 
Safeguarding Principles as a minimum standard. 
 
Finances – full report presented at each meeting. Latest 
report showed improvements in takings in shop and cafe and 
reduced expenditure. Blenkin Hall being let every day of the 
week. A full financial report from St Thomas’s also presented 
at every meeting. The Parish share was paid in full for 2015. 
Several grants have been received to help with various 
projects such as a new Director of Music. 
 
Fabric – CCTV to be installed on tower stairways and 
balconies to improve safety and security but subject to 
faculty. Metal security gates to replace vandalised wooden 
gates in tower. Approval given for closure of St Botolph’s 
Church 28/12/15 to 10/02/16 for movement of boilers to new 
site. The work can be completed quicker if church closed and 
also no danger to public/congregation. An outside contractor 
will carry out the quarterly maintenance of lighting in St 
Botolph’s and Blenkin Hall and will carry out high ledge and 
high level cleaning half yearly. 
A new caretaker and cleaner have been appointed and 
received training from specialists in historic buildings. 
 
Grants have been received towards the refurbishment of St 
Thomas’s War Memorial. 
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HLF - short presentation given to PCC before bid submitted. 
Outcome will be known early March 2016.  
 
Clergy – Diocese will provide a new Vicarage for Team 
Rector on the outskirts of Boston; a suitable site has been 
found. The current Rectory is now unsatisfactory due to 
safety/security/noise/anti-social behaviour issues. The matter 
of a new Vicarage was raised by the diocese when Canon 
Whitehead retired and before his post was advertised. 
 
Fundraising plan – is a work in progress and covers HLF, 
Open Door Project and Music and Children. 
 
THE APCM WILL BE HELD IN COTTON CHAPEL, 

ST BOTOLPH’S CHURCH 
ON MONDAY 14 MARCH AT 7PM.           

ANYONE ON THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL FOR THE 
PARISH OF BOSTON WHO IS INTERESTED IN JOINING 
THE PCC OR BECOMING A CHURCHWARDEN SHOULD 

CONTACT THE PCC SECRETARY FOR THE 
NECESSARY FORMS ( TEL:01205 364709  

 email: pcc@parishofboston.co.uk ) 
 

Approved minutes of PCC Meetings are available to anyone on the 
Parish Electoral Roll. Please contact the PCC Secretary and a large 
sae must be sent if a paper copy is required. Please note that certain 
sections may be redacted if they are marked as ‘confidential’ by PCC 
as employees, salaries and other confidential matters may have 
been discussed.   
 
Karen Lawson 
PCC Secretary 
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Are you bored? 
Are you interested in history? 
Do you like talking to people? 

Are you fed up with people running Boston down? 
 

If you have answered ‘YES’ to any of these questions, then why not 
consider being a tour guide at Boston Stump. Throughout the year 
we have local schoolchildren, clubs and societies and groups of 
visitors from all over the world wanting to look around the church, 
know more about it and receive a warm welcome to the Heart of 
Boston. 
  
You do not have to be a parishioner or belong to any religion, we just 
need people who are interested in Boston and its rich history. Full 
training about St Botolph’s church will be given and the maximum 
group size per tour guide is 15 people. Tours usually last an hour and 
you do not guide people up the tower.  
 
You only do the tours you want to do. You may only be able to commit 
to one tour every three months – there is no rota and no pressure!  
Please let your friends know as they may be interested. 
If you would like to know more please contact:  
Karen Lawson, Tour Group Manager           
 
 

Tel: 01205 364709 (home) 
or 

E-mail: tours@parishofboston.co.uk 
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Making a will - why it's important 
 

There are lots of good reasons for making a will: 
  You can decide how your assets are shared out - if 
you don't make a will, the law decides who inherits. 
  If you aren't married or in a civil partnership your 
partner will not inherit automatically - you can make 
sure your partner is provided for. 
  If you're divorced or if your civil partnership has been 
dissolved you can decide whether to leave anything to 
an ex-partner who's living with someone else. 
  You can make sure you don't pay more Inheritance 
Tax than necessary. 
  If you have children, you will need to make a will to 
appoint a guardian and to make them financially 
secure. 
  If you have married or enter into a registered civil 
partnership since making your will this will make it 
invalid and a new one will be needed. 
  You can decide who will act as your Executors (to 
deal with your estate) and Trustees (to look after the 
money for your children). 
  You may have remarried and want to secure your 
own children’s inheritance whilst still making sure that 
your new spouse is not out on the street! 
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We are God’s stewards entrusted to use His gifts for the 
good of our family and the church family. We should also 
take will writing seriously. Once we have made provisions 

for our loved ones, we have the opportunity to make a 
lasting gift to God by leaving a legacy to His church. 

No matter how large or small, every gift that is left to our 
church can make a lasting difference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Legacy 
A lasting gift to your church  

 

You can discuss gifts in wills in confidence and request further 
information by contacting the Team Rector or Treasurer 
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St Botolph’s Sanctuary Guild 
 

President: Mrs J Kent 
Chairman: Mrs J Stewart-Smith 

Secretary: Mrs K Lawson 
Treasurer: Mrs G Paul 

 
The Sanctuary Guild members arrange the flowers in church 
each month and also for Easter, Harvest and Christmas and 
any other festival or civic occasion.  They also launder all 
the church linen and maintain the lectern and clean the 
brasses. 
 

There are only fifteen members of the 
Sanctuary Guild to do over fifty 
arrangements during the year. We would 
welcome anyone who is interested in 
flower arranging and joining the Sanctuary 
Guild. If you are interested please contact 
a member the committee; they can be 
contacted through the Parish Office  
Tel: 01205 354670 

 
The Sanctuary Guild is available to arrange flowers for 
weddings, funerals and baptisms or any 
other special occasion you would like to 
commemorate with flowers. Monies 
raised from these occasions enable the 
Sanctuary Guild to decorate St 
Botolph’s during the year to the Glory of 
God. 
 
Jean Stewart-Smith 
Chairman 
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Looking after St. Botolph’s Church  
 
The Fabric Team completed some excellent 
training with The Society for the Protection of 
Ancient buildings (SPAB) here at St. 
Botolph's in November. A professional 
Conservator came to look over the church to 
find some live projects for us to tackle 
including cleaning some of the 
commemorative flags, stripping and relining 
a display case followed by cleaning of the 
fragile and historic contents and displaying 
them to better effect. We also emptied and 
repacked one of the vestment chests. The 
conservator said that he was generally 
impressed with the condition of the fabric of 
St. Botolph's, which was very encouraging to 
hear. He left us with a couple of jobs to plan 
and complete with our new skills this 
springtime. 
 

The new boiler house extension is well under 
way and the complex foundations are now 
completed. Steel mesh cages have been 
placed into the excavated area prior to 
pouring the concrete. Stonemasons are now 
laying the Purbeck stone blocks for the 
external walls and widening the internal floor 
ducts to accept the new heating pipework. 
The church has been closed to ensure an 
uninterrupted period for the building team to 
make progress and to keep our visitors, staff 
and congregation safe.  
 
 

Conservator 
John 
Greenwood, 
demonstrating 
how to clean 
the Reredos, 
the best 
material being 
spit! 

Pouring the 
concrete  
to form the 
foundations. 
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Volunteer Alan Tosney, who adores our church and all the 
beautiful things within it, works with me in improving the 
interior of the church and some of the objects which need 
attention. 
 

Alan says "Even though I enjoyed helping 
with all sorts of varied tasks the fabric of the 
church has always been my area of focus and 
deep interest. I was asked by Angie Kisby, 
our Fabric Manager, if I would like to take my 
interest a step further by becoming an official 
volunteer. I took that step and have never 
regretted it for one moment. I have, for 
several months, been engaged in the 
cleaning and refurbishment of the panels to 
both the north and south walls of the Chancel, 
alongside the Altar. I have just about 
completed the task and I am so happy with 
how much brighter they look. I enjoy my work 
in our beautiful, ancient Parish Church, and I 

would heartily recommend volunteer work here to anyone, 
even if they can only spare just one or two hours a week." 
 
I look forward to the reopening of the church and the fabric 
team spring projects which include external areas such as 
the north side planting bed in conjunction with Boston in 
Bloom and the perimeter railings being restored and 
repainted by Boston Borough Council.  
 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, 
or slumber to mine eyelids, 

 
Until I find out a place for the LORD, 

a habitation for the mighty God of Jacob 
Angie Kisby – Fabric Manager 

Volunteer Alan 
Tosney,  
working in the 
chancel. 
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News from Boston’s Hanse Group 
 
We have been researching the Stump’s links with Boston’s 
Hanseatic past. The Stump has the tombstone of Wisselus 
de Smalenburg, originally buried at the Franciscan 
(Greyfriars) cemetery but discovered and moved in 1813. 
Secondly a small wooden boss in the church roof shows a 
Hanse merchant weighing a bale of wool. This is above the 
aisle to the left of the nave, put there during roof repairs in 
the 19th century. 
 
Group member Andrew Hoyle, working in the Stump noticed 
a carving on a misericord in the chancel. We can see a 
double-headed eagle, (up until now identified as a symbol of 
Anne of Bohemia) and a man’s head. This resembles a 
coronation portrait of Henry of Derby and of Bolingbroke 
(son of John of Gaunt and later Henry 1V) before he went 
on a crusade in the Baltic States in 1390. The emblem of 
the Knights was a double-headed eagle. The misericords 
have been dated 1390, the date of Henry’s crusade. We can 
only conjecture! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
There is very little left in England by the merchants from 
Europe who used trade here. Boston has a seal used by 
Heinrich Kneval, probably a Hanse merchant, discovered 
during excavations in South End, which can been seen in 
the Guildhall. 
PUBLIC HANSE MEETING 11TH FEBRUARY GUILDHALL 

REFRESHMENTS 5.30- 6.00PM START 
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Finance report 
 
Wow what a month December 2015 was in respect of 
income! 
Thanks to Radio Lincolnshire the footfall into the church 
increased as people came to look and try to find their stars. 
This meant an increase in the amount left in the visitor’s 
boxes. £488.42 was achieved in a 3 day mid- week period 
which was a figure that has not be reached in a week during 
the year let alone in 3 days.  
Also with the Radio Lincolnshire Carol Service, the 
Johnsons Family Carol Service, Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Carols and Midnight Mass the collections for the month 
rocketed. 
As the bar chart below shows all income for December was 
higher than in 2014 with some areas achieving an over 
100% increase compared to the previous year.  

 
The result was a 91% increase in income overall from 2014 
This increase also resulted in income exceeding 
expenditure for the month of December. Excellent results! 
 
Sue Kitchen 
Finance & Administration Manager 
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Floodlights & Birthday Bells! 
 
Did you know that you can sponsor the floodlights for 
a night in honour or memory of someone? You may 
also be interested to know that you can have our 
church bells ring Happy Birthday for someone special. 
 
All you have to do is contact our parish office or send 
an email to verger@parishofboston.co.uk so that a 
form can be sent to you. 
 
If you decide to sponsor the lights for someone 
special we can put up posters on our noticeboards 
and also place a notice up on our social media. 
 
Sponsorship: 

 
To light St Botolph’s for 

one night  -  £25.00 
 

To have the bells ring 
Happy Birthday  -  £25.00 

 
Why not have both for just 

£40.00! 
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Our lent course for this year will be:- 

Everybody Welcome 
 

A course intended to transform our church by improving our 
approach to newcomers. It will help us think about our 
attitudes to newcomers, learn new approaches and identify 
areas of improvement and change. 
For the first 5 Sundays of Lent the sermons will be based on how 
we make the church more visible, more inviting, what do we mean 
by a welcoming God and his welcoming people and what does it 
mean to belong to a church community. 
The following Tuesday we will meet to discuss the sermon. This 
might include; 
What answers did it give? 
What questions did it provoke? 
What did we think was the message of the sermon?  
What did the sermon leave out? 
What would you have said? 
 

To be held at St Thomas Church Hall 
Starting Tuesday 17th February 2016 

7.30 – 8.30 pm 
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‘Never a dull moment’ 
 
Born and bred in Boston, I returned to the town at the end of 
2014, after living in North Scotland for 7 years.  I started my 
working life as a Saturday girl in Oldrids, worked in 
advertising for the Standard, Target and Lincolnshire Echo, 
then I finally followed my dream, which was to work 
professionally as an Actor, Writer and Director for the 
theatre. After 5 exciting wonderful years, which included 
working on a young person’s performance at the London 
Palladium, and a visit to number 10 Downing Street for tea 
with Tony Blair, I then moved into the more ‘boring stuff’, 
project management, fundraising, event and venue 
management, but still ‘Treading The Boards’, whenever the 
opportunity arose.  
 
In Scotland I worked as Area Coordinator and Trainer for 
Youth Scotland, whilst managing a Youth Café project in 
Elgin and launching the Arts Award for young people in 
Scotland for Trinity Guildhall University. 
Before joining the team here at St. Botolph’s I was lucky 
enough to be the Commercial Manager for an Eco Arts 
centre and Art Gallery, which worked with many 
international artists, with an office situated on the beautiful 
banks of the Moray Firth.  And for the past year I have been 
lucky again, as now my office is situated in the magnificent 
building, St. Botolph’s. 
 
My role here as Hospitality Manager has enabled me to 
bring all my key commercial skills together within my diverse 
range of tasks. I manage and buy the stock for our gift shop, 
seeking out bespoke gift ideas and local artists to showcase 
their work.  Oversee our coffee shop, working closely with 
our Coffee Shop Manager to develop new ideas for our 
menu. Create, organise and host events, which has 
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included our Boston Bear Challenge, many concerts, and in 
December 2015 we hosted the college with their 
Pantomime. Facilitate activities that will encourage different 
members of our community through our doors, including arts 
activities, children’s treasure hunts, and our very popular 
Knitivity Knitting Group. And as my office is based in the 
church I see first-hand, the day in the life of St. Botolph’s, 
and believe me, there is never a dull moment. 
 
 I believe that one of the most important tasks within my role 
are Volunteers.  Without our wonderful team of over 30 
volunteers, we would not be able to deliver all of the above 
and keep our church open so that it may be enjoyed by the 
local community and visitors. Volunteer development is key 
to the future success of St. Botolph’s and I really enjoy 
working alongside our volunteer team. They bring such a 
wealth of experience and skills to our organisation, and I 
value their time they give to us.  We make a fantastic team. 
 
The message our Hospitality team promote is that we are ‘A 
place of Hospitality’. Everyone is welcome to enjoy our 
beautiful church. If you have an event you would like to hold, 
talk to us, if you are a local band looking for a venue, talk to 
us, an organisation looking for a 
meeting place, talk to us, someone 
with spare time looking to volunteer, 
talk to us, or if you simply want a cup 
of tea in a welcoming friendly 
atmosphere, come, sit, relax and 
enjoy the view I have from my office 
every day. 
 
Sue Watsham 
Hospitality Manager 
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3,600 Stars for Radio Lincolnshire’s Carol  
Service  

Radio Lincolnshire recorded their Carol Service here at St 
Botolph's Church on the 13th December ready to be broadcast 
on December 25th at 10am. 1,200 people attended the event 
with the RAF Band, Polish Choir and our very own St Botolph's 
Choir. For the event, Radio Lincolnshire wanted people to knit 
stars in memory of loved ones or in honour of someone, this 
was for friends or family members. Each star was dedicated to 
someone and each dedication was also displayed along with 
their stars. We had stars arrive from Boston Massachusetts and 
even Australia! St Botolph's held a Knit & natter group which 
was held on Tuesdays and Fridays between 10am - 1pm with 
free tea and coffee for knitters. Over 3,600 stars were knitted for 
the event, far surpassing the original 600 target!  The stars 
themselves were displayed on over 20 Christmas trees which 
were kindly dressed by Oldrids of Boston and the dedications 
were displayed on separate boards so that people could read 
them. Our overall footfall over Christmas dramatically increased 
as people from all over the county came to see their stars on 
display and take photographs for those unable to visit.  
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Sudoku 
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Activity Page 
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Blenkin Memorial Hall 
To hire the hall please 
contact Sue Kitchen on 

01205 316130 

St Christopher’s Hall 
To hire the hall please 

contact Jackie Barkworth 
on 01205 351461 

St Thomas’ Hall 
To hire the hall please 

contact Maureen Taylor 
on 01205 367647 

 

 
 
 

The Parish of Boston Hall Hire 
  

 
 

Pelo Hairsalon 
 

16 Wormgate, Boston, 
PE21 6NR 

Volunteers Wanted 
Volunteers needed on Monday & 
Thursdays to serve in our coffee 

shop. 
If you are interested please email 

Sue Watsham at 
hospitality@parishofboston.co.uk  

or call  
01205 354670 

Tour Guides Wanted 
Volunteer tours guides required for 

St Botolph Church tours. 
You don’t have to be an expert as 

training will be provided. 
If you are interested please contact 

Karen Lawson at  
pcc@parishofboston.co.uk 

or call 
01205 354670 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF BOSTON 
 

    

Revd Alyson Buxton Revd Steve Holt Chris Ladner Adam Kelk 
Team Rector Associate Rector Lay Reader Head Verger 

 

    
Sue Watsham Sue Kitchen Angie Kisby Graham Stewart-Smith 

Hospitality Manager Finance / Administration 
Manager 

Fabric Manager Lay Chair 

 

    
Sue Kirk MBE Trevor Baily Mike Haynes Rod Paul 

Church Warden Caretaker / Church 
Warden 

Church Warden Church Warden 

 

   

 

Karen Lawson Polly Tamberlin Will Culley  Vacant 
PCC Secretary Domestic Manager Admin Apprentice Curate 

 
This magazine kindly sponsored by 

 


