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Rector’s Christmas Message
Dear Friends,
I have a confession to make! Last
year as a family we all got together
to discuss Christmas presents (a
scene I am sure you are all very
familiar with) and decided we would
not buy each other anything. This is
really unusual for us as a family, in
fact some years we would go
completely over the top. Instead of
presents, we would give Christmas
a different emphasis. We decided to focus on faith, family, friends and
food. As we approached Christmas it did seem a bit strange (I
weakened and bought table presents: small gifts to bring a bit of
laughter and fun to the meal) but overall the ‘exercise’ was really
good. The action did bring a different emphasis and our bank
accounts were much healthier in the New Year.
We know that we face many familiar distractions in the run up to
Christmas. Shops will bombard us with gifts and items that we cannot
live without. Family gatherings can provoke stress and strain. We are
warned about physical, emotional, and financial overload. All of which
can rob us of an authentic Christmas experience.
This being said: what exactly would we say is an ‘authentic’ Christmas
experience? Well, I guess the stupendous Christmas claim itself, that
‘God was in Christ reconciling the cosmos to himself’ (2 Corinthians
5:19) is a good place to start.

Do we have any idea about this potential of transformation? I loved a
quote in Annie Dillard book ‘Teaching a Stone to Talk’, she writes,
"Does anyone have the foggiest idea of what sort of power we so
blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one believe a word of it? The
churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets,
mixing up a batch of TNT to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to
wear ladies' straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be
wearing crash helmets! Ushers should issue life preservers and signal
flares; they should lash us to our pews! For the sleeping God may
awake someday and take offense, or the waking God may draw us to
where we can never return."
The church does many things, sometimes poorly and sometimes
well — academic discussion, an intention towards moral transformation
and development, a bias for peace, community building, peacemaking, provision of hospitals and schools in areas of the world in
need, art, music, and care for the poor. But none of these are unique to
the church; you can find them all in many other places and faiths. What
separates the church from all these foci is the confession that Jesus,
the Christ Child, is Lord. Lord of the World, Lord of our Churches and
Communities and, most importantly this Christmastide, Lord of you and
Lord of me.
A blessed Christmas to you all and with love in the Christ who is
reconciling the Cosmos to himself.

Aly
Team Rector
The Parish of Boston

St Botolph’s Sanctuary Guild
Donations for Christmas Flowers in Memory of Loved Ones
Please give names and donations to Gill Paul, Jean Stewart-Smith
or Parish Office

New Members Needed
President: Mrs J Kent, Chairman: Mrs G Paul, Secretary: Mrs K Lawson,
Treasurer: Mrs G Paul
The Sanctuary Guild members arrange the flowers in church ten months
of the year and also for Easter, Harvest and Christmas and any other
festival or civic occasion.
There are now only fifteen members of the Sanctuary Guild to do over
fifty arrangements during the year. We would welcome anyone who is
interested in flower arranging – it does not matter if you have no
experience, as training will be given. If you are interested in helping
please contact Gill Paul 01205 350913 (answer phone available) e-mail
gill.paul@hotmail.co.uk or the Parish Office.
The Sanctuary Guild is available to arrange flowers for weddings,
blessings, funerals, baptisms, memorials, special birthdays or any other
special occasion you would like to commemorate with flowers. Monies
raised from these occasions enable the Sanctuary Guild to decorate St
Botolph’s during the year to the Glory of God.
Mrs Gill Paul
Chairman, St Botolph’s Sanctuary Guild

Book Review
‘Haphazard by Starlight’ by Janet Morley (SPCK)
As we are entering the season of Advent, no doubt some of you will be
thinking about using study material to enrich your experience of this
time. Well, I offer a suggestion – why not use the season prayerfully,
and open yourself to the whisper of the spirit through the words of
poets? If this appeals to you, I can recommend the book ‘haphazard by
starlight’, an excellent collection of poems chosen to accompany us
through this special time.
The editor, Janet Morley, has chosen a wide selection of poems, and
whilst she uses works from well-known poets such as D.H. Lawrence,
Christina Rossetti or W.B. Yeats, she also includes writers who may be
less familiar to us, poets such as Waldo Williams, Jane Kenyon or
Judith Wright. The style of each poem is very different yet each offers
a unique slant on the themes and characters that we associate with
Advent. Sometimes the imagery is startling, shaking the reader into
seeing in a different way.
There are so many gems in the book that it is hard to know what to
tempt you with! I am mindful too, that the words that resonate with me
will leave others untouched. The collection begins with a poem called
Advent Calendar, in which the poet - Rowan Williams – imagines the
different ways Christ may come:
He will come like frost.
One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself
arrested in the net
of alien, sword-set beauty.

I love the way he speaks of the frozen cold world of winter as ‘the
shrinking earth’, for it does feel like that in winter. The cold seems to
tighten the very ground around us, whilst our social world also shrinks
as we are indoors more with curtains shut, our world contracted.
Women writers are well represented. Consider Jane Kenyon, here
writing about a village nativity play:
At the village church last night
the boys – shepherds and wisemen –
pressed close to the manger in obedience,
wishing only for time to pass;
but the girl dressed as Mary trembled
as she leaned over the pungent hay,
and like the mother of Christ
wondered why she had been chosen.
How cleverly she captures the responses of the children. We can
imagine the little boys, huddling together, embarrassed and wanting to
be somewhere else! In contrast, the small girl experiences something
outside the ordinary human hustle and bustle of Christmas, as she is
touched by a sense of otherness.
This book has become a well-loved favourite of mine and each year
when I use it, I find something new. I cannot recommend it warmly
enough, it is excellent!

Jane
Assistant Curate

If you’d like to submit a review for a future issue of The Pilgrim News please
email support@parishofboston.co.uk, drop your review off at St Botolph’s
church or post your review to:
Parish Magazine, The Rectory, Wormgate, Boston, PE21 6NP

Finance Report
Please find below charts which indicate the split of the income
streams and the major expenditure

Sue Kitchen
Finance Manager

m.brewster789@btinternet.com

Meet the Director of Music
My first couple of months as
Director of Music for the Parish
have been very enjoyable. I
must admit I was slightly
nervous about my big move to
Boston. However, these
feelings were quickly faded due
to the extremely friendly
welcome I had upon arrival.
Much of my time over these
past few months has been
spent listening to clergy, choir
and congregation, learning
their thoughts and opinions on
how they feel music should take shape in the parish, then using these
views in collaboration with my own plans to start building this parish
as a thriving centre for church music.
One of the many dimensions I enjoy about my role is the sheer
variety of activities I engage with on a day-to-day basis. No day is the
same, varying from leading music sessions in local primary schools,
directing choir rehearsals to planning the music for upcoming
services.
My priority over the past few months has been to engage with local
primary schools to set up children’s choirs and encourage children to
sing. I am incredibly passionate about inspiring the musical skills of
young people and hope that through singing in a fun and engaging
environment, I can encourage children to discover and develop their
own musical abilities. I am currently running two choirs in a local
primary school that is full with talented young musicians who are very
excited about singing at the various events in the Parish over the
Christmas period.

We are fortunate to have a collection of talented individuals who sing
in the church choir that regularly enhance our worship through their
vocal expertise. It is a pleasure to work with these singers and I’m
looking forward to directing them over the busy Christmas period. The
Choir at St Botolph’s rehearse weekly on a Wednesday evening at
7:30pm and we are always on the lookout for new members!

Since starting my position in August I have tried to fully immerse
myself in Parish life and learn how I can help serve the Parish’s
overall mission. I hope that through my work so far I have laid some
solid foundations to diversify the parish’s musical output to benefit
both the parish community and town.

George Ford
Director of Music

Regular Service Times
St Botolph’s Church
Monday to Friday
08:15

Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel

Wednesdays
10:30

Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel

12:00

Midday Prayer

Sundays
08:00

BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel

10:30

Choral or Cantor Eucharist
United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month

18:00

Choral Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
Celtic Evening Prayer on the 2nd Sunday of the month
Headspace guided meditation on the 4th Sunday of the month

St Thomas’ Church
Thursdays
11:00

Eucharist

Saturdays
09:00

Morning Prayer

Sundays
11:00

Eucharist or Morning Worship

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month

St Christopher’s Church
Sundays
09:30

Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 2nd Sunday of the month

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church
festivals, please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date
information on upcoming services in the parish.

Parish Pilgrimage
Parish Pilgrimage to Leicester Cathedral
On Saturday 15th October, a group of about 30 people from our parish
travelled by coach to Leicester Cathedral for this year’s Parish
Pilgrimage. Mike Haynes was our leader and brought the wooden
travelling cross, which bears a record of the 13 previous pilgrimages
undertaken. We were accompanied by Sue Kitchen, one of our Lay
Readers, who was to be our Pastoral lead for the day. On arrival, we
made a bee-line for coffee in the excellent adjacent White Rose café,
following which we were given an informative guided tour of the
cathedral.

The actual site has long held religious significance, from Roman and
Anglo-Saxon times to the present church which was begun by the
Normans over 900 years ago. Much of the internal fabric, however,

was refurbished by the Victorians but some striking contemporary
works have been added in the recent reordering of the Cathedral in
2014 – a new Bishop’s Seat upholstered in brightly coloured leather, a
new Altar formed from four types of stone, new stained glass windows
by Thomas Denny in St Katharine’s Chapel and, of course, one of the
most stunning features now in the cathedral is the embroidered pall
and the tomb of King Richard III. The tomb is a remarkable design full
of symbolic meaning, with a deep cut in the shape of a cross which
allows the light from the East window to flood through it. The stone,
sourced from Swaledale, Yorkshire is Carboniferous Limestone and is
rich in crinoid fossils (ancient sea lilies). Through these memorials, the
visitor is encouraged to consider the meaning of life, death, war and
homelessness.

After some free time we were pleased to be joined by our Assistant
Rector, Revd Steve Holt who led us in a Eucharistic service in the St
George’s Chapel. For lunch, some of us boldly ventured into the St
Martin’s cultural quarter until it was time to gather in the chapel for a
Quiet Time. Led by Sue, we sank into contemplation, becoming still in
the peace and tranquillity of the Cathedral - allowing our thoughts and
prayers to ebb and flow in the presence of God.

Having enjoyed some further free time we assembled once more for
Compline, our final worship of the day.

So, some thoughts on the day:
“. . . . . the tour guide was good and I enjoyed the Eucharist”
“ . . . . . I was struck by the smallness of the Cathedral – it was
compact, “bijou” – a good reflective place”
“. . . . . the Cathedral had an intimate atmosphere – had a feeling of
spirituality”
“ . . . . . I had a sense of being with the right people in the right place
at the right time”
“. . . . . I appreciated the rest and quiet – an opportunity to rededicate
myself for what God wants to do within a hectic lifestyle”
“ . . . . . it was good to see the way in which God is working in a
different place”
We had a really good day, full of friendship and chattering, and FUN!
Do look out for our next Pilgrimage and join us if you can. Thanks go
to all who helped to make the day happen for us.

Rosemary Pettitt

Quiz
London Underground Stations
Quite mad! (7)

Barking

A place to keep some vitamin C? (9)
Funnily enough, a passport was needed here (7)
Charcoal? (5,3)
St Paul’s location long ago (6)
Eurovision winner (8)
Mr Bond’s creation (10)
Viva! Victor! Astra! (8)
I leave Adam exhausted (5,4)
The Dedicated Follower of Fashion’s haunt (9,6)
Neither Carmelites nor Franciscans? (11)
Up on the top of your head (4,6)
Found in a strange location (5)
The Vicar is looking rather ill! (7,5)
Pit props found here (8,4)
Sounds as if the doll is able to! (8)
A big sax solo (5,6)
Dr Foster’s soggy route (10,4)
A popular school? (6,4)

We hope you have enjoyed this quiz. In the event of more than one entry being correct, a
draw will take place. Answers and the name of the winner will appear in the next issue of the
magazine.
THIS QUIZ MUST NOT BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION
©HMHBridlingtonPriory. We are grateful to them for permission to use this quiz.

Please email your answers to support@parishofboston.co.uk or post them to
Parish Magazine, The Rectory, Wormgate, Boston, PE21 6NP
1st prize: a £5 gift voucher to be spent in the St Botolph’s Gift Shop

A Passion for People
Heritage Lottery Fund project for
St Botolph’s Church
In September, we learned that our initial application to the Heritage
Lottery Fund for our ‘Passion for People’ project at St Botolph’s
Church had been successful.
This is a fantastic opportunity for the church, but also an enormous
challenge for us. The initial success gives us funds to develop the
project further and raise money for a second ‘Stage 2’ bid at the end
of next year to deliver the project.
We need to be successful in order to fund vital repairs to the church’s
iconic tower, to safeguard and protect the building for generations to
come. The tower roofs, a patchwork lead belfry roof and the wooden
viewing platform at the top, are in urgent need of repair and the west
face of the tower is in need of restoration. Because of the cost of
constructing scaffolding to work on the tower it is imperative that we
do as much work on it as we can while it is in place.
Below: the rotting planks at the top of the tower

The other side of the project is the development of the inside of the
church. We’d like to improve the interior environment and make the
building a more welcoming place for the whole community to use.
Our current plans include
removing the rotting pew
platforms in the aisles and the
expansion of our under-floor
heating system. We’d also
like to construct glass
porches around the north and
south doors. This will enable
us to keep building warm with
the large doors open
throughout the year which we
believe will have an
enormous effect on making
the church feel open and
welcoming to visitors. It will
also improve access for
wheelchairs and pushchairs,
which currently require
assistance to get through the smaller wicket gate doors.
Along with improving the interior environment we’d like to develop
what we offer to visitors. We’d like a new visitor information desk,
where people can come and get information about the church and
about Boston. We’re looking at installation of interpretation to show
the history of the church and of the people of Boston. We want to
show the town’s connection to the Pilgrim Fathers of the United
States and to John Cotton and the founding of Boston
Massachusetts, particularly in the context of the 400th anniversary of
the voyage of the Mayflower in 2020. We’ll also look at the medieval
Hanseatic League, the English Civil War and the connections the
town has with Australia. We want to put the town’s present situation,
with population change and migration from Eastern Europe into
context with the town’s history and the role Boston Stump has played
as a beacon to travellers.

We’re looking at increasing the work we do with local schools,
increasing the number of activities and events we can offer inside the
church and opening up and exhibiting some of the treasures stored in
the church library.
It’s an enormous challenge, but we appreciate the vote of confidence
the Heritage Lottery Fund have given us with their approval for our
Stage 1 bid. We hope you will support us too. We believe that if we
are successful the project will revitalise not just the church, but the
whole town. An economic impact assessment of the project has
estimated that it could bring up to £20million to the local economy
through increased visitor numbers and activity.
If you want to support us or if you’d like more information about the
project please do get in touch.

William
Ministry Secretary

The choir of St. Thomas’ Church,
London Road, Boston invite you to
our Carol Service
on
nd

Thursday 22 December 7.30p.m.
Come and join us for a friendly service with 5
lessons and all your favourite carols, followed by
tea/coffee, mince pies and other
Christmas nibbles.
Everyone welcome

Volunteers Wanted
Could you spare three hours a week?
Would you like to meet new people and learn
new skills in a friendly environment?
We are looking for volunteers to join our
hospitality team to welcome visitors, help out in
our gift shop or coffee shop, or act as tour
guides to show people around our church. Full
support and regular training sessions are
provided.
Come and join in the fun! Contact us by
telephone on 01205 354670, email
verger@parishofboston.co.uk or pick up an
application form from the office.

Advertisements
Pelo Hairsalon
16 Wormgate, Boston,
PE21 6NR

St Botolph’s Church and Hall

Magazine Adverts

If you’d like to hire St
Botolph’s Church or the
Blenkin Memorial Hall please
contact Adam Kelk on
01205 354670 or
verger@parishofboston.co.uk

If you’d like to advertise or
contribute to the Pilgrim News
or sponsor the parish’s weekly
Pew Sheet contact William on
01205 310929 or email
support@parishofboston.co.uk

St Botolph’s Church Tours

St Botolph’s Coffee Rota

We offer guided tours of St
Botolph’s Church, for more
information or to book a tour
please email
tours@parishofboston.co.uk

Volunteers are needed to help
serve coffee after Sunday
services. If you can help please
speak with Polly Tamberlin
01205 354670

Crossword

Across

Down

1 ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)

1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the
plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)

3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)

2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)

8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)
9 Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)

4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a
sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)

11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)

5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)

14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild
animals the Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)

6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)

15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot —
God’ (Romans 8:8) (6)

10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)

17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be
sharpened by the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)

13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)

7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)

12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)

20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how
Ezekiel described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)

16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as
‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)

21 Rite (anag.) (4)

18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully
committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)

22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1
Corinthians 12:21) (4)

19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

The Team

Revd. Alyson Buxton

Revd. Steve Holt

Revd. Jane Robertston

Team Rector

Associate Rector

Assistant Curate

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Christopher’s

Sue Kitchen

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’

Chris Ladner

Churchwardens
Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin
Staff
Caretaker

Trevor Baily

caretaker@parishofboston.co.uk

Director of Music

George Ford

music@parishofboston.co.uk

Fabric Manager

Angie Kisby

fabric@parishofboston.co.uk

Finance Manager

Sue Kitchen

finance@parishofboston.co.uk

Head Verger

Adam Kelk

verger@parishofboston.co.uk

Hospitality Manager

Polly Tamberlin

hospitality@parishofboston.co.uk

Ministry Secretary

William Culley

support@parishofboston.co.uk

Please contact the Ministry Secretary to get in touch with clergy or come to St Botolph’s Church
between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday

Main Office 01205 354670 Ministry Office 01205 310929
www.parish-of-boston.org.uk

