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Lent is approaching. 
Last year, I wrote a piece about the coming of Lent and am amazed how 
quickly time has passed and that here we are again! 
This journey, from ashes on Ash Wednesday to Easter’s fire, is a chance to 
rewrite our own stories. The essence of healing, perhaps the essence of 
what we mean by resurrection, is to take the chaotic and traumatic events of 
our lives and rewrite them into a new story, a new life.  
Before a new story can be rewritten, the old one needs to be examined.  
In Lent, we have to look at the ashes because we are pining for a new story. 
We are asked to make room for and enlarge our capacity to suffer. And, of 
course with it, our capacity for joy. That’s the fire.  
The ashes we wear on Ash Wednesday announce to the world this plain 
fact: we are sinners. They tell all who see us that we are beginning 40 days 
of prayer, and repentance, and sacrifice — that we are Christians seeking 
somehow to reconcile ourselves with God. 
The ashes say that we are works in progress. They say: please be patient.  
God isn’t finished with me yet. He isn’t finished with any of us. That is the 
great wonder and consolation of Lent. 
As we enter this holy season we should approach it with sobriety and 
seriousness.  But we shouldn’t mistake that seriousness for solemnity. 
And if you are contemplating what you should give up for Lent – should it 
chocolate or red wine, well instead, give up being too busy to pray, or being 
too worried to hope.  
There is no better time for doing that than now.  As the scripture tells us: 
“Now is an acceptable time.” 
It begins here, and now.  And it will take the rest of our lives to do.  But 
nothing is more important.  It is the great work of our salvation.  The journey 
of Lent is one more leg on our journey back to the Father — a journey of 

Revd Steve Holt Writes 



struggle, and sacrifice. 
But a journey, ultimately, of joy. 
As you “remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return,” remember 
that, too. 
And as we embark on that journey, and begin a 40 day adventure, remember 
one more thing; be patient, with yourselves and with everyone else. In the 
eyes of God, we are all works in progress! 

Steve 
Associate Rector 
The Parish of Boston 

A Prayer about Prayer 

Dear Father, 
Thank you that you want us, your children, to connect with you in prayer. 
Thank you that we can come to you, rest in your presence and spend time 
with you,  
either quietly or crying out our thoughts and concerns from open hearts. 
Help us to trust you; to be confident that you hear us and will answer our 
prayers, in the right time and in the right way for us, even if we don’t always 
understand. 
Thank you for the sustaining privilege of prayer, 
In Jesus name. 
Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 
Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 

hearts’ (Col.4:2) 
If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a group of 

Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all           
 requests received. Contact: Revd Margaret: m.brewster789@btinternet.com 

mailto:m.brewster789@btinternet.com


Choir Recruiting! 
Do you enjoy the Parish Choral Services? Have a love for music? Enjoy 

singing? 
If the answer is yes then why not get involved and join the choir? 

 
The St Botolph’s choir are looking for new members to join them in leading 

the music for choral services! 
 
There are lots of benefits when it comes to joining a choir: there is the social 
side, the chance to make new friends and meet others who have an interest 
in music.  But singing in a choir is more than just a bit of fun. It's been 
scientifically proven that it is good for your health: from getting more oxygen 
into the blood, to increasing the flow of feel good hormones and improving 
mental health. 

Member of the St Botolph’s congregation, regular 
volunteer and new choir member Marilyn Coote 
shares her experience below:  
 
“I didn’t need T.V’s Gareth to tell me that singing is               
enjoyable and benefits body, mind and spirit. I 
have loved singing, especially in a choir, since 
primary school.  
When George our Director of Music asked me if I’d 
like to come to choir, I was daunted by the high 
standards of singing I had heard at Sunday 
Services. I said I would try, and at first one evening 
practice plus a run through just before the service 
just didn’t seem enough. I was told I would get 
used to it and after a few weeks, I have - sort of!  

Now myself, and fellow new member, Lind, agree that we are enjoying the 
challenge of learning new music, at speed, but thoroughly.  
A special pleasure for me has been singing some pieces, and settings, which 
I have known and loved listening to over the years (particularly daily 
Evensongs at Salisbury Cathedral) and never thought I would sing them! 



So I think I will always get nervous, but surrounded by good, strong, experi-
ences voices, led by an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Director of Music, 
and with a    superb organist, it will carry on being exciting and fulfilling part 
of my worship at the Stump.”  
If like Marilyn you would like to sing in friendly and encouraging environ-
ment, enhance St Botolph’s Sunday worship and learn new skills why not 
come along to a rehearsal? 
Choir rehearsals take place weekly on Wednesdays at 7:30pm in Church 
and finish at 9pm. For more information please don’t hesitate to speak to the 
Parish’s Director of Music George Ford at St Botolph’s or email  

george.ford@parishofboston.co.uk.  

How will you express love this Valentine’s Day? 
Valentines’ Day reminds us of the importance of expressing our 
love to those close to us. But how can we go beyond simply flowers 
and a card? Jesus says: ‘A new command I give you: Love one  
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (John 
13:34). How can we express love in our everyday relationships like Jesus?  
 
Listening - We need to listen to others, just as Jesus did. He asked ques-
tions of people and waited for them to process their answer. How well do we 
listen to others? When with somebody, do we find ourselves 
already thinking of what we want to say before they’ve finished speaking. 
Listening takes time; you can’t rush it! 
 
Touching - Jesus reached out to touch the untouchables in his world,  
including lepers, the sick and children. One survey has suggested that we all 
need at least 8-10 meaningful touches a day to maintain emotional health! A 
warm handshake, touch on the arm or hug can be of real value. Of course, it 
should be appropriate touch – helpful for the other person not just for  
ourselves. 
 
Speaking - Jesus’ conversation was always full of grace and truth (John 
1:14). Do we speak words of grace, by offering comfort, giving  
encouragement or expressing care and concern? However, we should also 
be ready to speak words of truth, in asking for forgiveness, seeking  
reconciliation or addressing conflict.  
 
Where is the challenge for us in expressing love this Valentine’s Day? 



Boston Connected: Community Table 

By now many of you will have heard about our new project, funded by the 
Church Urban Fund ‘Near neighbours’ initiative. Commencing on February 
7th, every Tuesday during February you are invited to come along to the 
Coffee Shop for a free lunch between 12 and 2pm. All you need to do is 
collect a voucher from the shop prior to the Tuesday you are coming. This 
will help us with the catering. The event is open to anyone as the idea is to 
get people from throughout the community meeting each other over good 
food. It will be good to see you there. 
As part of this project we are also collecting Pancake Recipes – just write 
down your favourite pancake recipes or ways of eating them – maybe        
include a photo if you can – and pin them up on the board that will be in 
church from 7th February. 

Multi-Lingual Chapel 
Some of you may have noticed the large blue pot that is sitting on a pallet by 
the north door and wondered why we need a large flowerpot!   Well, this 
beautiful object is to be an integral part of our new ‘Multi-Lingual Chapel’.  
Through the generous funding of the Diocese of Lincoln Transformation Fund 
we are able to develop the use of the Lady Chapel as an area of quiet prayer 
and contemplation. As you may have noticed, this chapel is used every day 
by people from the different cultures who live in Boston and over the last few 
months careful thought has been given as to how we can enrich the area as a 
contemplation space.   
We wanted to include resources that speak beyond  language – items such 
as prayer beads, palm crosses and stones. We have also bought bibles in dif-
ferent languages as well as producing prayers in four languages too. All these 
resources will be available in the chapel area for people to use.   
This new ‘Multi-Lingual Chapel’ will be officially launched by Alison Fairman 
during the last of our free Tuesday Lunches on Shrove Tuesday – February 
28th at 1pm.  We warmly invite you all to come along if you can. Why not col-
lect a voucher for lunch that day too? 



Ash Wednesday  
This year, Lent begins on 1st March with Ash Wednesday, which always falls 
in the seventh week before Easter.  Lent is widely observed by Christians as a 
time of fasting or meditation. Why ‘Ash Wednesday’? What do ashes have to 
do with anything? This recalls the Old Testament custom of putting ashes on 
oneself as a symbol of repentance. (eg. Esther 4.1; Jeremiah 6.26). When the 
early Church began to observe Lent as a period of preparation for Easter, 
repentance played a key part. Therefore the wearing of ashes was adopted as 
a proper external sign of this inward attitude of remorse and repentance.  
Especially during the Middle Ages, Christians began Lent by imposing ashes 
on the heads of the clergy and the people. Nowadays any ashes used come 
from the burning of the palm crosses from Palm Sunday during the previous 
year’s Lent. Some churches continue this theme of repentance by the 
symbolic use of purple clerical dress during Lent.  
What about the custom of giving up things? Lent is based on the period of 40 
days spent by Jesus in the wilderness before the beginning of his public 
ministry in Galilee. Jesus fasted for 40 days, and so his followers were 
encouraged to do the same thing. The early Church recommended a fast of 
two or three days, but by the fourth century, people were encouraged to fast 
for the full 40 days. The precise nature of this ‘fasting’ varied. In general, the 
western church understood ‘fasting’ as a reduced intake of food, and 
encouraged Christians to spend time in devotional reading or attendance at 
church rather than fasting.  
What about the length of Lent? The period between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter Day is actually 46 days. Why not the 40 days that Jesus fasted? In the 
early Church, every Sunday was regarded as a celebration of the resurrection 
of Christ -so fasting was forbidden on a Sunday! So the period of 46 days thus 
consists of 40 days of fasting, plus the six Sundays which fall between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Day.  
Finally, just before Ash Wednesday, we have Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake 
Tuesday. This reflects the many thousands of Christian housewives down the 
centuries who cleared out their larders immediately before the fast of Lent. 
The simplest way of using up all their eggs, flour and milk was to make 
pancakes. In some countries the day is known as Mardi Gras. 



For our Lent course this year we will be looking at food, using material 
prepared by the Church Urban Fund.  We will be meeting in the Cotton 
Chapel at 2pm on Tuesday afternoons.  The dates are:  
 

Tuesday March 7th, March 14th, March 21st and March 28th 
Tuesday April 4th  
 

All are welcome to come along and share in this time of exploration. 
Some recommended reading for Lent…  
Through the period of Lent many of you will study a spiritual book.  The 
shelves of Christian bookshops have many titles targeted at this period but I 
thought, rather than look at titles published for this period, it would be a good 
idea to see what books my clergy colleagues suggest as inspirational reads.  
Aly’s recommendation includes what must now be regarded as a modern 
‘classic’ – ‘God of Surprises’ by Gerard W.Hughes.   On the cover of my tatty 
edition  it is described as ‘one of the great books of spiritual guidance….a 
lovely, wise and lucid book of deep humanity’.  This excellent book has been 
a major influence on many of us over the years and is well worth reading 
again and again.  Aly also recommends  ‘The Divine Dance: The  Trinity and 
Your Transformation’ by the Franciscan Richard Rohr. This is a new book and 
it would be interesting to hear what people think of it. 
Many of you will be familiar with Canon Andrew White, the Vicar of Baghdad 
and have perhaps have read his excellent book ‘Faith under Fire’.  At the   
moment Steve is reading his latest book ‘My Journey so Far’ which he highly 
recommends as inspiring and thought provoking.  
You may remember that for Advent I recommended a poetry collection by   
Janet  Morley, so it is possibly no surprise to you that my suggestion is her 
collection of poems for Lent.  Called ‘The Heart’s Time’,  once again she    
provides a poem a day for us to think about.  It is brilliant! 
Finally, if all this religion is too much, William can come to your aid!  For all 
those Alan Partridge fans out there he recommends the second volume of his 
autobiography – ‘Nomad’.. Happy reading! 

Lent Course 2017 



 

There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and therefore 
He made mothers. 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers - all 
of them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as the 
fourth Sunday in Lent is affectionately known.  It has been celebrated in the 
UK since at least the 16th century. 
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working 
as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit 
their families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name.  This special 
day became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken.  In 
some places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes 
called Simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day. 
In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now resembles 
the American Mothers’ Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and 
generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.   

WHAT IS A GRANDPARENT? 
(Taken from papers written by a class of 8-year-olds) 

 
Grandparents are a lady and a man who have no  
little children of their own. They like other people's. 

A grandfather is a man,  
& a grandmother is a lady! 

 
They can take their teeth and gums out. 
                                                        

They wear glasses and funny underwear. 
 
 
They have to answer questions like 'Why isn't God married?' and 'How come dogs chase cats?' 
                                                    
They know we should have a snack time before  bed time,  
and they say prayers with us and kiss us even when we've acted bad. 

 
 

GRANDPA IS THE SMARTEST MAN ON EARTH!        HE TEACHES ME GOODTHINGS,  
BUT I  DON'T GET TO SEE HIM ENOUGH TO GET AS SMART AS HIM! 

 

Mothering Sunday - 4th Sunday in Lent 



The Lego model of St. Botolph’s was launched in 2016 with a projected time 
scale of 3 years to complete construction. At the present time, approximately 
8,000 bricks have been sold with another 92,000 to go. The walls of the 
model have already reached the level of the window stills. It is well worth 
visiting to see details already in situ… Such as the reclining figures 
representing the memorials to Dame Margret Tilney and the Knight of St. 
John I the south isle recesses - and the miniature toilets!  
John Knight is a volunteer who helps with manning the Big Lego Building 
and we asked him to tell us about his role... 
“I have been volunteer at Blackfriars Art Centre since 2001 which I enjoy 
very much, helping out with stage lights for some shows and sometimes 
sound. I  completed a panto run last December for about 3 to 4 weeks, and 
in November 2015  I joined the team at the Stump helping out in the coffee 
shop on Tuesdays. When the Lego Big Build was launched on August 17th 
2016 I joined the Lego team on Wednesday afternoons and Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday all day, helping to build a Lego version of the Stump. I 
enjoy this very much and help with enquiries about the Lego Big Build when I 
can.” Please help us by continuing to buy the bricks, as all money from 
this project goes towards our community and education fund. 

St Botolph’s Big Lego Build 

Saint Rupert is remembered on March 27th and is the saint for you if you like 
The Sound of Music – or salt with your food! Rupert was bishop of Worms 
and Salzburg, and it was he who founded the great monastery of St Peter in 
Salzburg in the eighth century, thus firmly establishing Christianity in that 
city. True, it would be another 11 centuries before a certain young wanna-be
-nun wandered about singing of her Favourite Things and Something Good, 
but you have to start somewhere. In the meantime, Rupert also helped the 
people of Salzburg by developing the salt-mines nearby. This was 
‘something good’ as well, because it brought in an income. Though if salt be-
came a too ‘favourite thing’, it would also have raised the locals’ blood pres-
sure. Rupert’s iconographical emblem is a barrel of salt, which makes sense, 
but is not as romantic as raindrops on roses, or whiskers on kittens. 

Saint Rupert (d. c.710) 



 

Disturb us, Lord,  when we are too well pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true, 
Because we have dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely, 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 

         Disturb us, Lord, when 
         With the abundance of things we possess  
         We have lost our thirst 
         For the waters of life; 
         Having fallen in love with life, 
         We have ceased to  dream of eternity 
         And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
         We have allowed our vision 
         Of the new Heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
To venture on wider seas 
Where storms will show your mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
We ask You to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push into the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

Disturb us, Lord 

Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 16th Century 

Ray Carroll  R.I.P. 
Members of the former Parish Library Committee  were shocked and 
saddened to hear of the sudden death on 28th of January of Ray Carroll, who 
joined the Committee in November 1997 at the invitation of the then Parish 
Administrator, the late Pauline Napier. At that time, Mr. Carroll had recently 
retired as the County Librarian with Lincolnshire County Council. The 
Committee benefited greatly from the wealth of experience he brought to the 
task of raising the funds to help conserve and restore the contents of the 
library. His knowledge and the contacts he had made over the years proved 
invaluable. Before the catalogue of over twelve hundred books was published 
in 2006, Pauline and Ray spent many hours checking and revising it. He was 
appointed Chairman in 2001 and continued in that role until Pauline’s death in 
2007 when he took over as secretary. Ill health forced him to relinquish this 
role in 2014 but he remained an active committee member until his 
increasingly poor health, forced him to finally retire in 2016. He will be sadly 
missed by his former colleagues and his many friends and our church has 
much to thank him for. 



Boston Connected: Community Table, every Tuesday in February 
12:00 Community lunches in St Botolph’s Coffee Shop 
  All welcome, please collect a free voucher from the Stump Shop 
Lent Course 
Tuesday 7th, 14th 21st and 28th March, 4th April. 
14:00 Meet in the Cotton Chapel at St Botolph’s 
  We will be looking at food using material prepared by the Church  
  Urban Fund 
 

Volunteering Safeguarding Course (Diocese of Lincoln) 
Saturday 11th March 
08:30 In the Blenkin Memorial Hall 
 

Boston Tea Dance 
Sunday 14th May at St Botolph’s 
 

Boston to Bollywood 
Saturday 8th July at St Botolph’s 
Seat/Table pre-bookings essential - apply to the shop now. 

 

Special Services 

What’s on in the Parish 

1st March ASH WEDNESDAY at St Botolph’s 
 10.30am Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 
 7.00pm  Choral Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 

3rd March at St Botolph’s 
2.00pm WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 



St Botolph’s Church 
Monday to Friday 
08:15 Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 
Wednesdays 
10:30 Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 
12:00 Midday Prayer 
Sundays 
08:00 BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 
10:30 Choral or Cantor Eucharist 
  United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 
18:00 Choral Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
  Celtic Evening Prayer on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
  Headspace guided meditation on the 4th Sunday of the month 

St Thomas’ Church 
Thursdays 
11:00 Eucharist 
Saturdays 
09:00 Morning Prayer 
Sundays 
11:00 Eucharist or Morning Worship 
United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 

St Christopher’s Church 
Sundays 
09:30 Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on upcoming 
services in the parish. 

Regular Service Times 



In December, we advertised through Boston College for three heritage  
administration apprentices to join the Parish of Boston Team. We were 
pleased to receive 13 applicants and following an interview day, we were 
able to select three young people to join us. It is through our Heritage Lottery  
Funding that we have been able to finance these additional staff to support 
us during the development phase of the HLF ‘A Passion for People’ project. 
They will be working alongside the HLF and Fabric team by assisting with 
heritage cleaning, maintenance, welcoming our  visitors, research,  
administration, social media and fundraising. This will enable them to 
achieve their Diplomas in Business Administration.  
As Lorenzo, Hannah and Poppy settle in and you see them in St Botolph’s, 
the Vicarage offices and at our events, please join us in giving them a warm 
welcome to our parish.  
 

Angie Kisby 
Fabric Manager and HLF Project Manager 
 

Meet Our New Apprentices 

My name is Poppy and I take every day as it comes. I believe that everything 
happens for a reason, and that happiness, should never be taken for  
granted. My happiness involves loving my daughter, family and friends. This 
apprenticeship is having such a positive impact on my life,  providing the  
confidence boost I need, enabling me to think more about what I can do with 
my future. The work I have done so far has involved preparing pew sheets,  
organising the services into the calendar and taking minutes at a meeting.  I 
have been working with a team that respects and supports each other, and it 
is a unique and valuable thing to come across. 

Poppy Thomas 



I have recently been lucky enough to have been chosen to work within the 
Parish as an apprentice. As soon as I saw the advertisement it instantly 
stood out, and it made me want to be part of such a friendly environment. I 
have worked with Trevor doing the maintenance side of the job as well as 
with Angie in the office creating spreadsheets such as inspection records. I 
am really looking forward to the future and being part of the team. In any 
spare time I get I always try to get out and socialize with my friends, play 
football or get myself down to the gym as that is what I enjoy doing most. 

Lorenzo Parla 

I’ve really enjoyed my first few weeks working for the Boston Sump, when I 
was looking for a job, this post instantly stood out. I’m extremely happy that I 
was offered a place working here; I do admin, fundraising research and        
receptionist work. One of my favourite things about working here is that it’s 
different every day, you never feel bored or like you have nothing to do. In 
my spare time, I like to spend hours looking after my horses, training them 
and my other animals. I enjoy spending time with my friends and family. I 
feel very grateful working with such an amazing team in a wonderful         
environment. 

Hannah Johnson 

By William Blake,                         
from Songs of   Experience              
‘The Clod and the Pebble’ 
 

Love 
Love seeketh not itself to please, 
Nor for itself hath any care, 
But for another gives its ease, 
And builds a Heaven in Hell’s despair. 



Churchwarden and Caretaker Trevor Baily is a retired a geologist and we 
asked him to tell us about the stone used in the building of St Botolph’s. 

The majority of the stone used to 
build the Stump is Barnack Stone 
sourced from a quarry   situated 
near Barnack in north west  
Cambridgeshire, across the 
Lincolnshire border approximately 
3 miles south east of Stamford. 
Quarrying at the site dates back to 
Roman times and the quarry was 
an important source of building 

material in the Mediaeval Age. When stone was produced for the stump, the 
quarry was owned by Crowland Abbey. Barnack Stone was also used to 
construct numerous historical buildings including Peterborough, Crowland, 
Ramsey, Sawtry and Bury St Edmunds abbeys, Peterborough, Ely and 
Norwich cathedrals and numerous more local buildings in Barnack and 
Stamford.  Some stone was  likely to have been carved in the village of 
Barnack, and an Anglo-Saxon school of sculpture has been identified (Cramp, 
1977). Stone was distributed 
via Fenland waterways and 
along the coast once being 
loaded onto vessels moored 
nearby on the Nene and 
Welland rivers. Production 
from the quarry decreased 
from the middle of 15th  century 
after most of the quality stone 
was exhausted.  Lower quality 
stone was quarried until the 
18th Century, and some stone     

St Botolph’s Stone 



recycled after the demolition of 
the monasteries. The quarried 
area is now a National Nature 
Reserve known as the “Hills and 
Holes”. Recent restoration of the 
Stump’s fabric utilised the 
durable and malleable Clipsam 
Stone currently being produced 
from several quarries near 
Clipsam and Greetham in 
Rutland and is now a favoured stone for restoration projects such as the 
House of Commons. Clipsam Stone was used in the construction of Windsor 
Castle and some Cambridge Colleges.   
Both the Barnack Stone and Clipsam Stone are similar limestones (rock 
comprising largely of the mineral calcite, calcium carbonate) formed in the 
middle of the Jurassic Period, 170 million years ago. The Barnack Stone is a 
separate, and older rock unit to the Clipsam Stone. Both rock layers are part 
of the Lincolnshire   Limestone Formation which in turn is part of the Inferior 
Oolite Group of rocks. The group forms the escarpment known as The Lincoln 
Edge or Lincoln Cliff which stretches approximately 60 miles from Rutland to 
the Humber. The sediments which now form the rocks were deposited in 
clear, shallow  subtropical seas and the rocks comprise rounded to irregular 
shaped ooids of concentric layers of calcite, fossil fragments and minor very 
small pebbles held together by a matrix of fine crystalline calcite.  The ooids 
can vary in size from 0.03 to 1mm in diameter, and fossil   fragments up to 
9mm in size. Frequent small scale layering, with associated changes in the 
size of the ooids and  fossil fragments reflect changes in sea currents through 

time when the sediments were 
deposited. The fossil fragments 
are generally reworked remains of 
ancient sea lilies, seaurchins, 
molluscs and bivalves.  In general, 
the Barnack Stone is a coarser 
grained rock than the Clipsam 
Stone. Both are a cream to honey 
coloured rock, with some greyer 
colouring due to the  presence of 
the very small  pebbles, and 
pinkish hues from iron content.                             



     The man who brought us  
               Thomas the Tank Engine 
A reluctant author who created characters loved by millions of children died 
20 years ago this month, on 21st March 1997, aged 85. 
 
The Rev Wilbert V Awdry is best known as the writer of Thomas the Tank   
Engine and 25 other railway books, which at the time of his death had sold an 
estimated 50 million copies. They have also given birth to toys, games, videos 
and a television film series.  
 
He invented the stories initially to tell his son Christopher when he was ill with               
measles, and had to be persuaded by his wife Margaret to get them           
published. 
 
Mr Awdry, who was made an OBE shortly before his death, was a clergyman 
who ministered in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Birmingham and Cambridgeshire. He 
was also a pacifist who once lost his curacy as a result. He was always        
interested in railways, having been fascinated as a child in Wiltshire by        
listening to steam trains ascending the grade into the nearby Box Tunnel. 
 
The Fat Controller in the stories is sometimes thought to be a God-like figure, 
but he was intended as a satire on bureaucracy. For Mr Awdry, the morality of 
the stories was clearly Christian, and analogies between the Christian faith 
and the ways of the railway were obvious: the engines are meant to stay on 
the right track, and they pay the price if they go off the rails. But they are      
always forgiven, and never scrapped. 
 
Asked how he hoped to be remembered, he said he would like his epitaph to 
say that “he helped people see God in the ordinary things of life, and he made 
children laugh”.  



Join In . . . 
Would you like to meet new people and learn new skills in a friendly                  
environment? 
We are always pleased to welcome new volunteers and invite you to 
come along and join in . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 Focus on . . .  The Coffee Shop 

We invite you to join in! 

There are lots of opportunities to help: 
 in the coffee shop  
 in the gift shop 
 showing people around the church 
 welcoming visitors 
 flower arranging 
 keeping the church and furnishings clean 
 conservation of church artefacts 

In the Coffee Shop, we rely on a team of helpers who, with our               
Housekeeper, Polly, make it possible to serve refreshments and light 
snacks 6 days a week. Every bit of help is appreciated – to serve drinks, 
make sandwiches, clear tables, wash up and generally make visitors feel 
welcome – even just an hour can make a difference at busy times. 
 In joining the team you would have the opportunity to meet and make 
new acquaintances and full training and support is offered.  

Contact us on 01205 310929, call at the office,  
or email: adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 



The Queen’s 
Accession 
 

65 years ago this month, King 
George VI died in the night  
between 5th  & 6th February 
1952, while at Sandringham.  
In far away Kenya, his                 
daughter, Elizabeth, was               
proclaimed sovereign, Queen 
Elizabeth II. Proclamations 
were then made in different 
realms on 6, 7, 8 and 11 
February, depending on 
geographical location and time 
zone.   
On 6th February The Accession Council issued for publication in that day’s 
London Gazette, a statement which began : ‘WHEREAS it has pleased 
Almighty God to call to His Mercy our late Sovereign Lord King George the 
Sixth of Blessed and Glorious memory, by whose Decease the Crown is 
solely and rightfully come to the High and Mighty Princess Elizabeth           
Alexandra Mary…”   and a new chapter in British and Commonwealth 
history had begun. 

Sixty 
Five 
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George 
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February 
Kenya 
Daughter 
Elizabeth 

Sovereign 
Proclamations 
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Accession 
Council 

London 
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Advertisements 
 

 

Pelo Hairsalon 

 

16 Wormgate, Boston, 
PE21 6NR 

 

 

Please support 
the                        

advertisers in 
this magazine 

Gardening & Property 
Maintenance 

 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 
 

Martyn 
Cridland 

 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 



St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Polly Tamberlin 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  
To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

            Pilgrim News 
For advertising and to submit 
articles please contact: 
Revd Jane Robertson 
Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           
or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for April/May submissions: 
10th March 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the Parish of 
Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and Clergy reserve the 
right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
   

Revd. Alyson Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Steve Holt 
Associate Rector 

Revd. Jane Robertson 
Assistant Curate 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner 
Churchwardens 
Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 
 

Staff 
Caretaker    Trevor Baily trevor.bailey@parishofboston.co.uk 
Director of Music  George Ford george.ford@parishofboston.co.uk 
Fabric Manager   Angie Kisby  angie.kisby@parishofboston.co.uk 
Head Verger   Adam Kelk  adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 
Housekeeper       Polly Tamberlin polly.tamberlin@parishofboston.co.uk 
Resources Manager William Culley william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 
HLF team: Revd Alyson Buxton, Angie Kisby, Adam Kelk, Hannah Johnson,                                 

Lorenzo Parla, Poppy Thomas. 
Please contact William to get in touch with clergy or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 

12:00 on a Wednesday 

St Botolph’s 01205 354670 Rectory Offices 01205 310929 
www.parish-of-boston.org.uk 


