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Revd. Jane writes
We have done with dogma and divinity,
Easter and Whitsun past:
The long, long Sundays after Trinity,
Are with us at last.

The passionless Sundays after Trinity,
Neither feast day, nor fast.
So wrote John Meade Falkner in 1910. For me these are evocative lines that
speak of the gentle movement of the church through the summer months, as it
heads towards the harvest season. Traditionally, summer is often a time
when parish life slows down a little, as the major Christian festivals are behind
us for a while, thus prompting Falkner’s words: ‘the passionless Sundays after
Trinity’. However, for us here in the Parish of Boston the last few weeks have
not been without celebration nor feast! St. Thomas’s Summer Fair, the parish
outing, ordinations in Lincoln Cathedral, then a celebration of St.Thomas’s
patronal festival were followed very quickly by ‘Bollywood’. So our ‘gentle’
summer was perhaps a little late in arriving! As I write though, I have hopes
that we are now moving into a quieter time. I have always loved this Trinity

season sensing it is a chance to grow in love and faith as we walk, pilgrims
together, hearing again the wonderful stories of Jesus’s ministry read to us
Sunday by Sunday. Uninterrupted by ‘special’ days, it is a chance to think, to
explore and play with the new insights revealed to us as we open ourselves to
God, falling deeper in love with the one who always walks beside us.

Jane

Troubles
All God's testings have a purposeSomeday you will see the light;
All He asks is that you trust Him,
Walk by faith and not by sight.

By Zoller

A September Prayer
Loving Father,
Please help us with all the new things September brings: a new school year,
new stages of life, with children moving on or out, new challenges for many
as summer gives way to autumn. Help us in this season of change to know
the constant reality of Jesus. Thank you for the new life He freely offers to all
who turn to Him.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston
A Place of Hospitality
Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful
hearts’ (Col.4:2)
If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a group of
Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all requests
received. Contact: Revd Margaret: m.brewster789@btinternet.com

Meet Revd. Sue Rose
I am writing to introduce myself as your new Assistant
Curate. I moved to Lincolnshire in 2012, and I really love
the rural surroundings, amazing sunsets and local wildlife
– very different to my upbringing in West London. My
husband Mike has lots of family members living locally,
and I have always enjoyed visiting Boston. I have also
spent some time working at the hospital, for St Barnabas
Hospice in family bereavement support, and on the
foodbank.
We live in Billinghay, and our grown-up children and 5 year old grandson live
on the South Coast. When I am at home I enjoy playing Scrabble, "Facetiming" with my family, reading, knitting and cross-stitch. Mike and I both love
to travel and explore new places at home and abroad, and we also like to visit
auctions - very entertaining, even if we don't always buy anything! We have
also recently discovered that we can see plays and opera on the “live-stream”
at the West End Cinema – we had a great time a couple of weeks ago
experiencing “La Scala” – live opera from Milan in Italy, and there were only 4
of us there!
My life has changed completely over the last few years. I am writing this the
day after being ordained Deacon in God's Church. Yesterday was such a
wonderful and inspiring day. The ordination service was just amazing, and I
felt blessed and privileged to be able to come to St Botolph's yesterday
evening and Deacon for the first time at Rev'd Jane's first Eucharist.
During the service, Rev'd Aly preached about how we all wrestle with God's
call, and I found myself thinking about my own experience - initially struggling
to work out what God wanted, when I felt that he was calling me to do more.
As a Roman Catholic I had no experience of female clergy. During the
"Discernment Process" when I was looking to be considered for ordained
ministry, I found it difficult to believe that this could really be what God meant
for me. After all, it would mean having to preach and ultimately preside at the
Eucharist. I could not imagine being able to do anything like that! After lots of
wrestling, and sometime later, things seemed to drop into place, and I came
to realise that ordained ministry was exactly what God was calling me to do.
So, around twenty years after that first sense of calling...here I am!
I have spent the last two years training at Westcott House in Cambridge.
Having missed out on university when I was younger, I really enjoyed the
chance to be a mature student, living in community with a good mix of fellow

ordinands of different ages and backgrounds. I was also very fortunate to be
able to spend 4 months in the USA at an Episcopal Church seminary in
Sewanee, Tennessee on an exchange visit. This was an amazing
experience; one which I found transformative. Earlier in the year, I had
completed a placement at Morton Hall Immigration Removal Centre, and
whilst in Sewanee I worked with fellow seminarians to organise a seminar on
issues related to immigration, and to look at how we as Church leaders and
Christians might respond to refugees and immigrants.
I am very excited to have been
given the chance to serve my
curacy here in Boston, and I am
looking forward to meeting
everyone over the coming
weeks. Please bear with me as I
try to remember your names - I
think I will need help!
Love and Peace in Christ,

Sue
Christians Against Poverty
Christians Against Poverty has launched an appeal for more supporters who
can donate as little as £5 a month to help it to free people trapped in debt.
Many of those whom CAP helps are in crisis – missing meals,
choosing between heating their homes or having clean clothes.
Often their furniture has been repossessed, and some are
sleeping on bin bags filled with old clothes. One in three of
them even consider suicide.
More than 28,000 people now give regularly to CAP, so that it can bring hope
to desperate people in the 293 communities where it has debt centres. More
details at: https://capuk.org/

St Botolph’s Big Lego Build
A conversation between two visitors to the LEGO model:
Visitor A: “They haven’t done much. The walls were the same height as
they were three months ago on my last visit.”
Visitor B: “But don’t just look at the walls. Look at what’s going on in the
church; the addition of the pews and the other furnishings such as the pulpit,
the reredos and the high altar.”
Yes. A lot of work has been done inside and now, having the font and other
items in position, the model is really coming to life and becoming
recognisable as the Stump. Thanks to some large donations the reredos, high
altar and rail have been completed and these needed more than 1,000 bricks,
and this brings the total of bricks now added to the model to over 12,000.
The work on the inside of the model has to be completed before the walls can
be built higher.
On the 17th August the first year of building will come to an end, and it will be
exciting to hear the total of bricks laid during this year and if the first year’s
total will point to the completion of the model being the three year project, as
planned, or if it will take a little longer.
It cannot be emphasised too much that the building process depends upon
the group of volunteers who, day by day (some days during the winter or bad
weather there may be very few, if any, bricks laid), look after the model and
are ready to meet those who sponsor bricks, to explain the details of the
model and to deal with general questions about the Stump.

So please watch the progress of building as it continues week by week,
sponsor a brick if you can, and, as at the moment, don’t forget that
sometimes what is happening inside the building can be more interesting than
just looking at the walls!

Mike Haynes

Fun in the Stump
On Tuesday 30th May we welcomed 22 children into the Stump for our first ever ‘Fun at
the Stump’ half term activities afternoon with arts, craft, music and faith in a jam-packed
afternoon of fun and excitement!
Upon arrival, the children joined in song within the chancel as we sang an array of music
that challenged our vocal abilities. It was fantastic to hear such a wide range of young
voices and the children greatly
enjoyed singing in such a large
building. Revd. Jane led the second
activity for the day, a stained-glass
craft session (Not actual glass but
tissue paper!!) which encouraged the
children to admire St Botolph’s
wonderful collection of stained glass
windows before being let loose to
create their own. Following our stained
-glass fun, we had a lunch break in the
nave where the children could sit, chat
and get to know each other over sandwiches and refreshments. During lunch, many of
the children asked questions about the building and its history, with all in awe of how
large the building is and how on earth they built it! After lunch Revd. Jane led a prayer
time where the children could reflect and give thanks for their families and friends.
Together we constructed a prayer tree that hung paper cut outs of the children’s hand
prints with their prayers written on. The prayer tree is currently on display in the St Peter
and St Paul chapel and I encourage you to admire it next time you’re in church.
Following our meditative prayer time the children had more musical fun with the hand
bells for half an hour of music making. The children composed their own melodious tunes
that they performed to the rest of the group. It was brilliant to hear the church’s historic
hand bells and the children greatly enjoyed making noise!
Then the children set off on a brass rubbing adventure to explore the Stump’s many
surfaces to find the best textures for rubbings. Finally, to conclude our awesome
afternoon we embarked on a treasure hunt! The children searched the church from top to
bottom with an aim of finding just some of the treasures our wonderful church has to
offer. The Fun at the Stump activity afternoon was nothing less than a complete success
with excellent feedback from both children and parent. Thanks and gratitude to all clergy
and volunteers involved, we could not have done it without you. Many parents asked
when the next instalment will be and following such a brilliant afternoon we will be
running one again in the future. Watch this space!

George

Pilgrim Person
Derek Coates
My story begins in March 1938 where I was born in Kettering Northamptonshire. My
early Christian life got off to a shaky start when my mother insisted on taking me to her
home church of St Luke’s, West Hartlepool for my baptism. On the railway journey my
large four-wheeled pram was in the guard’s van with, at one stage, me asleep in it. Or so
I am told. Carriage corridors and doorways were not designed to accommodate prams.
Folding push chairs had yet to be invented. At Crewe Railway station the train was split
into two and my parents were suddenly aware that I was in one part and they were in the
other. After much scurrying about the family were re-united. You will gather that I always
enjoy laughing at the ridiculous side of life!
Earliest memories are centred on 1940 and my developing childhood asthma. Our family
GP was a surgeon who suddenly disappeared, and two very young part-trained doctors
visited our home and diagnosed Pneumonia, advising the treatment of hot poultices. My
father being an over the top sort of guy burned me with the things. On his return our GP
gave the correct diagnosis. Not known to my parents or anyone, he had been away
treating the wounded following the retrieval of troops from Dunkirk. No one knew what
was going on as there was a news blackout coupled with the imminent threat of
invasion.
I started primary school in 1943 and my wobbly Christian life continued. Having been
taken to a Baptist Sunday school nearby to my home, I refused to go more than once as
the Sunday school met in my day school, too much of a good thing for me. At the
insistence of my mother I continued my early Christian education at the Sunday
afternoon Children’s Church at the nearby village church of St Botolph’s, Barton
Seagrave, overlooking the then world famous Wicksteed Park. This was followed later
as a choir boy and, later still, progressing to part singer in the men’s section. I have a
photograph of the children’s church showing nearly one hundred children. This was
before the days of Sunday sport, television, or shops being open on Sundays. We still
worked a five and a half day week. Music has always been an important pastime, for I
learned to play the concert flute in the school orchestra and in an amateur orchestra in
the town of Wellingborough not far from my home town.
First employed as a hall boy for three months while a ducal family were in residence, I
looked after a servant’s dining room working seven days a week for three months at a
pound a week. In so doing I earned my place as a gardener’s boy and my horticultural
life commenced, working in the grounds of a large country mansion and estate. Later at
the age of seventeen, and with National Service looming, I volunteered for the Royal Air
Force where I spent four happy years as an Air Defence Operator attaining the rank of
corporal.
Returning to horticulture after my RAF service, I worked for a retail mail order company
called Laxton Bros, Wood and Ingram. The Royal Botanic gardens Kew was my next
place of work where I polished up my education along the way, and following that in
1963 I gained a student gardener position at the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at
Wisley Surrey. Obtaining the Wisley Diploma in Horticulture in 1965, I married
Rosemary the following year and took over a school playing fields supervisor’s position

with a staff of thirty and about two hundred acres of playing fields for the London
Borough of Bexley in Kent, which is where our two daughters were born.
Fast forward to Boston in 1971 and my being accepted for the post of Parks
Superintendent for Boston Borough Council and a more modern setting of the late
1970’s. I was invited by the late Reverent Harry Standley to help out at St Thomas’
Church where I have been a regular worshiper ever since. Involvement in jobs as
churchyard maintenance, church warden, choir member, digital hymnal operator and
deanery synod member are, and have all been, worthwhile.
I am a retired member of the Chartered Institute of Horticulture and was privileged to be
the Chairman of the eastern Branch, formerly IoH, for the years 1990 to 1992 before the
Institute gained its charter. Again an enjoyable time and for seven years of my
membership I was closely involved with the regional heats of the IoH “Young
Horticulturist of the Year” competition which took me to horticultural institutes across the
East Midlands and East Anglia.
Volunteering has been important to me and is an important part of my life now. In a
former life I occupied the volunteer position of Honorary Welfare Officer for the Boston
Borough Branch of N.A.L.G.O. and later UNISON.
Joining the RAF Association in the late 1970s my input has been as volunteer assistant
Honorary Welfare Officer and, presently, the Honorary Welfare Officer (HWO) and
membership secretary for the Boston Branch of RAF Association. In 1984 I volunteered
for training as a caseworker and Local Divisional Secretary of SSAFA (Soldiers Sailors
Airman’s and Families Association). This activity has often felt akin to a full time unpaid
job. 2009 saw me volunteer for the Royal British Legion led and SSAFA Forces Help (as
it was known at the time) as a, “Prison in Reach” case worker assisting ex-armed forces
prisoners and their families. Training took place at HMP Armley Jail in Leeds. Although a
serious matter, the training took place within an atmosphere general good humour.
Much more recently and on a later visit to HMP Lincoln, I can confirm that they serve an
excellent Curry at lunchtime.
Marrying Jan in 1999 our Christian life continued together principally at St Thomas’
church. Invited to help out as a choir member by the late Rev Harry Standley, I have
since occupied various jobs as choir member, PCC member and church warden,
Deanery Synod member and inherited the responsibility of operating the Gulbransen
Digital Hymnal to produce hymn music when an organist is not available.
Volunteering for Christian Aid house to house collecting, following some arm twisting by
the Rev Brain Newton has always been rewarding and has left me with a few
memorable incidents. One year I took our Shi Tzu dog Milo with me and he was an
immediate hit. The following year, I left him at home and on visiting one bungalow the
door opened and the occupier shouted, “Where’s the dog!”
My favourite hymn is “Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways! Reclothe us in our rightful mind” Inspired words by its writer John Wittier. Our favourite
family hymn is the servant song, “Brother, Sister, let me serve you”. Jan and I walked
into a church in New Zealand in 1999, attended by members of my family. The pianist
and congregation were stumbling their way through the servant song, a hymn which was
obviously unfamiliar to them. Knowing it well we joined in with great gusto and soon had
the thing on-track. Two Sundays later we left to a somewhat emotional departure.

Boston to Bollywood
Just imagine setting out on a journey to India, what would we look forward to – the
Taj Mahal, Elephants, Tigers, stunning sunsets, perhaps ‘The Best Marigold Hotel’
experience, meeting locals, exotic food and traditional dancing... What a thrill!
Well I haven’t made it to India - yet, but our Boston to Bollywood journey was
certainly an unforgettable experience! Last year Aly mooted the idea as a mega
‘Fundraiser’ remembering that we were and are exploring every avenue to raise
the £1.5 million we need to match-fund our Heritage Lottery Bid – a ‘must do’
priority requiring a corporate ‘can do’ attitude! Our target, 15k was thought
achievable – we did our homework – a reccy to a Lincoln Bollywood Ball to see
how it could be done; assessed our potential donors/sponsors/guest numbers;
sourcing entertainment/food/drinks, etc. – of course it was a goer; and so the work
began... Team St Botolph got cracking – different areas of responsibility identified
& jobs allocated – the enthusiasm was electric! Beyond our Ministry Team, Staff &
Volunteers we were so lucky to have Allison Gott, Goodbarn’s Landlady taking the
lead on food which amazingly was all donated! Onion Bhajis, Samosas,
Poppadums & Pickles by South Lincs Foodservice, Chicken Korma by the Rose of
Bengal, Vegetable Curry by Rice & Spice, Chicken Rogan Josh by Abdul Hassan,
Dhal and a Special Pilau Rice by Spice Village, Cheese & Biscuits by Allison and
Chocolates by the Ministry Team – on the night it was all absolutely
DELICIOUS!!!!!!!!
As the months drew on toward 8 July, we kept focus on selling tables, acquiring
Auction & Raffle items and refining plans until it came to getting down to actual
preparations. Aly & Derek hosted a Vicarage ‘ribbon night’ which was huge fun
making all the colourful ribbon streamers with Churchwarden Trevor ensuring no
tangles!!! And then it was the 8th! Phew, how quickly that came, but we all were
well-briefed, organised and ready to roll! You know when you get that feeling that
you are going to have a whale of a time, well I knew it the minute the first guests
arrived – Aly, Steve, Adam, Caz, Jane and I were ‘welcomers’ and thrilled that our
guests came raring to enjoy an Indian evening! Many ladies wore beautiful Indian

gowns, jewel-encrusted saris and the men attired in Kurtas, Turbans, Curly
Slippers – with the Indian music, the scene was set...
Now... everyone was mingling and enjoying their pre-dinner fizz and after dining in
high Indian style – the fun began!
First the Heads & Tails game – why is it I get to about the 5th round and then go for
my bum when it should have been my head and I’m out! That broke the ice – how
can you look dignified with either your hands on your head or on your bum! So...
with a brilliant atmosphere abounding, it was time for our Auction of very special
prizes all donated by those
who love our St Botolph’s
Church [our Stump] as
much as we do! Each item
made their value and some
much more! A fantastic
result thanks to the skill and
professionalism of
Councillor Claire Rylott who
conducted the Auction with
a razor sharp eye! Then the
pace and atmosphere
changed dramatically with
the haunting drum call of the
Bhangra Dancers – wow,
was I there? I felt like I was
in India! The rhythm
pounded – the dancers were superb, delivering an exciting precision routine Indian
style... my feet were stamping, I couldn’t wait to join in! Then it was everyone’s
turn – we were led through a rehearsal and then we were Bhangra dancing full
throttle – it was a memorable, wonderful sight to see so much happiness & joy in
God’s house... I kept thinking about the Lord of the Dance hymn and know that He
would approve...
The happiness of dancing continued on the Bhangra Dancers’ departure with our
upbeat Disco until it was time for us to ‘Tuk-Tuks’ at Midnight... I checked who had
won our grand Raffle Prizes and was thrilled that Parishioner Ann Sargeant had
won the top prize and Quentin and Surj Stott, who had very generously sponsored
the Bhangra Dancers, were winners too! Then we cleared up, tired, but delighted
with our unequivocal social success. May I offer a personal BIG THANK YOU to all
who contributed in any way, but especially those who worked their socks off on the
night front house and in the cookhouse! God Bless...

Sue Kirk
MBE MIHM DipHSM
Churchwarden

Revd. Jane’s Ordination
The first year of my curacy has
absolutely flown by. It seemed that no
sooner had I arrived to be your Deacon
than I was spending time in silence on
retreat, preparing for ordination to the
priesthood. There are no words that can
describe that first weekend of July – it
was quite simply amazing and
wonderful. The days and hours leading
to the ordination service were spent in
retreat with my fellow ordinands, a time
of serious prayer and reflection. On the
Saturday, as the hour approached the
weight of the moment was felt by us all.
I must admit that as we processed from
the Old Palace to the Cathedral I was
shaking both with nerves and an
awareness of the significance of it all.
But then, as we walked solemnly round
the corner of the nave I saw some of you, my parish, waiting in your seats to
support me through the service. It was such a joy to see you and in that
moment I felt so supported and privileged. Thank you to all who came all the
way to Lincoln for the service, it was so good to have you there. Thank you
again though to all those who came the next day to be with me as I celebrated
the Eucharist for the first time. Along with my friends and family you made it
into a time I will never forget. And all the cards and gifts!!! Thank you again
for them all, I appreciate every one of them and am so glad that we will be
spending the next few years together as I continue my curacy here in the
Parish of Boston.
Thank you!!!!!!!

Jane

Cook Book
It is here!.......

Directly arising from our
Boston Connected project we
are pleased to announce our
community cookbook is now
available in the shop for the
very reasonable price of
£4.99. ‘Boston Connected:
Shared Bites’ is a collection
of recipes from some of the people involved in our community as well as
representatives from the many cultural groups that have made their home
here in this town. It is a lovely book and our thanks go to all those who have
contributed to it, and to Tina and Tess of DPS printers who patiently and
painstakingly turned our recipes into attractive pages! It costs little more than
a glossy magazine and every penny raised will go towards our ‘Open Door’
project which seeks to keep our fabulous church open to all every day.
Please do buy your copy from the Stump shop today!

Be warned . . . Fizzy fat!!!
This is SO unfair. It seems that even fizzy water can help you put on weight.
Apparently, the carbon dioxide in the drinks encourages people to eat more,
as it increases the level of the hunger hormone ghrelin, some scientists have
found.
In tests, volunteers found that those who drank sparkling water had ghrelin
levels six times higher than those who drank still water. The discovery was
made by scientists at Birzeit University in the Palestinian West Bank.

A MUSICAL CELEBRATION
A concert by Haven

Singers

Including performances by young local
musician, Miss Isabelle Fovargue.
At St. Thomas’ Church,
London Road, Boston
Sunday 17th September 2017
3pm,
Followed by Buffet style Afternoon Tea.
Tickets £5 available from Sheila Priestley 01205311757,
Ashley Cooper 0120535664 and the St Botolph’s Gift Shop.

Summer Days
‘Summertime and the living is easy.’ George Gershwin’s
words could be aptly applied to August, when
many of us take holiday. It’s a month to focus on
summertime: family time and barbeques; the beach
and ice cream; long days with no school! It is time
to wind down from the frenetic pace of our normal
routines.
However, while summer is a season, it is also a state of mind. We all have
periods in life, which are summer-like, when life goes well. How can we walk
by faith in the summers or good times of our spiritual lives?
Summer Distinctives: When we go through times
of sickness, financial pressure, difficult
relationships and other problems, we more
easily focus on God. In a spiritual summer
season, we can subtly find ourselves enjoying
the gifts without acknowledging the Giver! The
greatest danger in the summertime season of life
is to forget who is responsible for the good life
that we are enjoying.
Summer Distractions: Our normal routine revolves around clocks and
calendars, but we can easily get distracted when we break these disciplined
routines. In the spiritual summer seasons of life, there is a temptation to miss
out on our regular times with God in Bible reading and prayer! Things that
make summer seasons enjoyable can also become big distractions.
Summer Directives: How can we make the most of this summer season and
keep focused on God? We need to maintain a ‘gratitude attitude’: thankful to
God for all His blessings to us. ‘When you have eaten and are satisfied,
praise the Lord your God for the good land He has given you. Be careful that
you do not forget the Lord your God.’ (Deuteronomy 8:10/11). So, stay close
and stay grateful to God in this summer season of life!

What's On
Upcoming Events
Organ Recitals
12:30pm, every Thursday in August at St Botolph’s

Boston Stump Book Month
Tuesday August 1st until Thursday August 31st at St Botolph’s Church

Boston Art Group Exhibition
Tuesday August 3rd - Thursday August 24th at St Botolph’s Church

RAF Air Cadet National Choir and Coningsby Military Wives Choir
7pm Saturday 26th August at St Botolph’s church. Tickets available on the door.

Anita Mortimer Art Exhibition
Monday August 28th until Monday September 11th at St Botolph’s Church

Heritage Open Days
Free guided tours of St Botolph’s church at 11am on Thursday September 7th, Friday
September 8th and Saturday September 9th

Boston Haven Singers Concert followed by Afternoon Tea Buffet
3pm, Sunday September 17th at St Thomas' Tickets £5 available from Sheila Priestley
01205311757, Ashley Cooper 0120535664 and the St Botolph’s Gift Shop.

Parish Pilgrimage
This year’s Parish Pilgrimage will be to St Edmundsbury Cathedral (Bury St Edmunds)
on Saturday 21st October.

Special Services
Battle of Britain Service - September 17th at St Botolph’s Church
Harvest festival - United Service - October 1st at St Thomas’ Church
United Service - October 29th at St Botolph’s Church
Weddings and Baptisms
The clergy at the Parish of Boston run a pastoral surgery for wedding and baptism
bookings every Saturday morning between 9am and 12pm. This is the only time that
weddings or baptisms can be booked.
To make an appointment please contact William on william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk
or telephone the office (Mon-Fri) on 01205 310929
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR BAPTISM
BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS

Regular Service Times
St Botolph’s Church
Monday to Friday
08:15

Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel

Wednesdays
10:30

Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel

12:00

Midday Prayer

Sundays
08:00

BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel

10:30

Choral or Cantor Eucharist
United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month

18:00

Choral Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
Celtic Evening Prayer on the 2nd Sunday of the month
Headspace guided meditation on the 4th Sunday of the month

St Thomas’ Church
Thursdays
11:00

Eucharist

Saturdays
09:00

Morning Prayer

Sundays
11:00

Eucharist or Morning Worship

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month

St Christopher’s Church
Sundays
09:30

Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 2nd Sunday of the month

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals,
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on upcoming
services in the parish.

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NO EVENING SERVICES IN AUGUST

St. Thomas’ Primary School
Pupils, staff and governors were treated to an exciting visit from Bishop Nicholas in June 2017. The children led him on a grand tour of St. Thomas’ CE
Primary School, paying close attention to the Reflective Garden and Reflective Areas in each classroom. He was thrilled to see such an outstanding and
thoughtful learning environment in action.
A soloist and the school choir sang as the children led into Collective Worship
(carefully organised by Mr Ford). Bishop Nicholas then shared a story about a
sheep escaping through a hole in the fence, allowing children to reflect on
their own spiritual journeys so far and those that are still ahead of them.
After the collective worship, the Church School Council and School Council
from Wyberton Primary School, took advantage of an opportunity to have a
question and answer session with Bishop Nicholas. As a result the children
gained a better understanding into the busy life of the bishop.
We are very grateful to Father Steve and Reverend Jane for organising such
a successful visit.

Book Review

Pilgrim Journeys - Pilgrimage for walkers and
armchair travellers
By Sally Welch, BRF, £7.99

Why do pilgrims walk so much? What do they learn?
What lasting good does it do?
In Pilgrim Journeys, experienced pilgrim and writer Sally
Welch explores the less-travelled pilgrim routes of the
UK and beyond, through the eyes of the pilgrims who
walk them. Each chapter explores a different aspect of
pilgrimage, offering reflections and indicating some of
the spiritual lessons to be learned that may be practised
at home.
This absorbing book shows how insights gained on the journey can be
incorporated into the spiritual life of every day, bringing new ways of
relationship with God and with our fellow Christians, offering support and
encouragement as we face the joys and challenges of life.
This very practical guide includes the following routes: St Columba's Way
(Iona to St Andrews); Via Ingles (Ferrol to Santiago de Compostela); Pilgrim's
Way (Winchester to Canterbury); St David's Way (Holywell to Bardsey Island)
and St Olav's Way (Stiklestad to Trondheim).

Did you know we welcome all pets to
St. Botolph’s Church
The Parish of Boston is proud to be
registered with the Inclusive Church
Network & and with the Anglican Society for
the Welfare of Animals.

HLF Update
Most importantly, last month we hosted the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) meeting here
at The Stump. Each diocese has a DAC for the Care of Churches. The DAC is a statutory body
set up under the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1991. Its main
functions are to give advice on the architecture, archaeology, art and history of places of
worship to the diocesan chancellor, the archdeacons and parishes. At this first stage of the
Faculty Jurisdiction, the Diocesan Advisory Committee considers faculty applications and
advises the Chancellor whether a faculty should be granted. Although the meeting took place on
a quiet Monday morning, we could show just how busy the church is by playing a slide show of
our wonderful Wednesdays and some of our recent events.
The attendees included representatives from Historic England who seek to protect and enhance
listed buildings such as St. Botolph’s. The meeting enabled the HLF team to fully describe the
proposed works, to talk with passion about the project and demonstrate the real and pressing
needs of the building and its users. The committee supported in
principal our vision for The Stump, they endorsed our approach to
making some bold changes to ensure the wellbeing of the building
for generations to come. They verbally approved of the concept of
installing porches to the north and south doors and that underfloor
heating is the best heat source for such historic fabric, enabling the
radiators to be removed. We await their detailed advice following
their formal meeting in Lincoln on 18th July.
Our Architect is currently working on the specification for the
conservation of the tower and the associated complex scaffolding
design with our Structural Engineer. She is also looking at the
detailed elements about how the underfloor heating can be
connected to the existing heating system. She is preparing a plan of
action to cover and protect the various fixtures, monuments and
delicate carvings during the construction work.
We have visited the recently finished Guildhall Complex in Kings Lynn to see for ourselves a
completed example of work by our interpretation designers PLB. They have worked wonders
with the artefacts and historic people narratives there in the Heritage Lottery funded ‘Stories of
Lynn’ project. We were also treated to hospitality at St. Nicholas Chapel, a grade 1 listed
building being managed by the Churches Conservation Trust and funded by the Heritage
Lottery. It was good to see a beautiful building having new life breathed into it and to learn about
their activity plan.
To enrich our business plan and create improved income for the parish we have sought to work
with experts. We have created a supporting relationship with Lincoln Cathedral Gift Shop and a
first visit from shop manageress Sam McKay has given us some instruction on improved display
techniques. She has worked in the cathedral shop for 20 years and has a wealth of experience
and good ideas to share with us. She is going to issue to us a case study to improve the
turnover and profit of the shop as part of our business plan. We have also created a supporting
relationship with Abbey Parks Deli & Shop at East Heckington. They are ‘Best Bistro in
Lincolnshire’ according to Lincolnshire Pride and are members of The Guild of Fine Food. Ros,
the owner is going to support us by observing our coffee shop and advising us about how to
raise the quality and range of what we serve and sell in our fabulous setting so that we can
benefit from her success.

The Church & I
Being an apprentice has many advantages and
being able to study and learn whilst gaining a
qualification can only lead to better things in life
for me. It has been a great joy working for such
a strong team, who support each other and work
together.
Many people in the community admire and
adore St. Botolph’s church. For some it’s a place
that has created memories to be cherished of
weddings and other special events. For other people, the church represents a
place of worship and remembrance of loved ones. For many reasons, a
church can connect with lots of people.
For myself, I didn't know much about St. Botolph’s Church. I didn't know the
history of it or the inspiration this church can create for people. I was unaware
of the imagination it inspires in children or the fascination that adults equally
have for this building. I’ve particularly enjoyed giving tours to local school
children and seeing how the church can inspire them.

When I work in the church I do feel mesmerized by the ancient building.
Finding myself gazing at the font, I see the intricate stone work and I picture a
vicar carrying a baby up those steps to be baptised. When I walk around the
church to greet visitors, I look towards the nave and imagine the thousands of
people who have stood in front of the pulpit. Standing in silence, listening to a
preacher who has heart felt words to say. Telling the crowd of people to
worship and believe, for they are loved by God. The worst of cold winter days
could not stop the people attending their church, the vicar standing for hours
to speak God’s words, and no sound would be made by the congregation.
The stories of people like John Cotton have never left this church, for they
have a bond with St. Botolph’s that cannot be forgotten and continue to
capture the imaginations of young and old.
I have worked in the church for 6 months and I have learnt many new skills,
particularly relating to the administration of the church. The most important
thing I have learned is the meaning St. Botolph’s Church has to the
community in Boston.

Poppy

A Poem for the Season
Wind and Waves
(Mt 14: 22-34)
Buffeted by the waves of the world,
waves of worry, insecurity and rejection –
personally,
waves of fear of difference and terrorism –
nationally and globally,
The wind against us in our small boats,
And so strong.
How we need to hear that voice of encouragement,
To lift our eyes to the only source of calm in every storm.
When the sea is raging
And sinking seems inevitable
Your presence will not only keep us
afloat,
But will lead us safely to solid ground.
Your presence Jesus – stronger than
the wind and waves,

Our security,
Our Saviour.

By Daphne Kitching

The Well Head Centre

“It was in 2001 that I first felt prompted to
establish a ‘care centre’ although at the time I
didn’t know what it would look like, where it would
be or who would benefit from it. Things became a
little clearer in 2009 when we were given the
opportunity to occupy 12 Manor Lane, the bungalow we are now in. Having been
empty and boarded up for about six years it had been vandalised and was in
desperate need of internal and external cleaning, renovation and decoration.

With the support of local businesses and a great group of volunteers the hard
work of preparing the bungalow for occupation was completed in the autumn of
2011.
Our Trustees and those who serve at the Centre are all volunteers. Some are
Christians and others not. They come from various backgrounds but all share a
common purpose of wanting to bring love and
kindness to those suffering from the pressures and
stresses of modern-day life. Today we are
partnering with over 200 professionals from local
authorities, the NHS, agencies, registered charities
and churches throughout the UK to bring hope,
direction and rest back into people’s lives. The
story continues.”
Janice Paskin, Centre Manager
The Well Head Centre is a registered charity which
supports adults (aged 18 and over) in our society who are struggling to cope with
the pressure and stresses of life brought about by circumstances and/or events
such as issues relating to the family, marriage, employment, finance,
bereavement, relationships or caring full-time for members of the family.
The Centre provides free short-term accommodation for up to five nights in a
supportive and peaceful environment, giving time and space, bringing hope,
direction and rest back into people’s lives. The Centre is situated in the market
town of Bourne in Lincolnshire.
The Centre is run by a team of dedicated volunteers who are on site 24 hours a
day bringing love, compassion and a listening ear to the Centre’s guests. All
guests are referred by a professional working within the community (e.g. doctor,
nurse, health visitor, community support worker, Pastor of a church or someone in
a pastoral role within the church).
For more information visit www.thewellheadcentre.co.uk or speak to a member of
the Ministry Team.

The Haven Singers

Originally a mixed choir, the Haven Singers have existed in Boston for many
years. In 2000, they became a ladies choir, singing a wide variety of music.
They perform in many local churches and village halls, helping to raise money
for local causes and providing entertainment at events such as flower festival
preview evenings. To add variety to the events, the Haven Singers are often
supported by young soloists.
If you are looking for an entertaining evening to raise funds for your
organisation, give Margaret a call on 01205 366923.

Forthcoming concert at St Thomas’ Church
Once again the rafters of St. Thomas' Church will be lifted on Sunday 17th
September 2017, when the Haven Singers return for their annual fundraising
concert and afternoon tea at 3pm. As usual, the ladies will be performing a
selection of music ranging from sacred pieces from around the world to songs
from musical shows, with some popular tunes from the 1940s, 1960s and
1970s thrown in for good measure. This year, for the first time, they will be
supported by a very talented, young, local musician - Isobel Fovargue. With
a delicious afternoon tea included in the price of £5 each, it is a treat not to be
missed.

Parish Day Out

Christine Hardstaff shares a very special memory……..
On Saturday June 10th a group of around twenty people from the parish went on
an outing, which was kindly organised by Mike and Elizabeth Haynes.
We all met at St. Peter and St. Paul’s church in Burgh- Le- Marsh. The priest of
this beautiful church is Revd. Terry Steele, who was friendly and very helpful when
he was asked for information about the church.
We then all made our way to All Saints Church in Croft. Mike and Elizabeth had
thoughtfully provided us with a map to help us find our way around but I must admit
that, despite this, some of us lost our way! Luckily we all found our way in the end.
The priest of this church was Father Gary, who was dressed somewhat different to
what I expected – very modern in his dress code! Sadly it was difficult to see much
of the inside of this church as it was mostly covered in black plastic because they
have a big problem with bats.
From there we went on to St. Peter and St. Paul in Braytoft, which is a very small
church, before going to Bateman’s Brewery in Wainfleet for an excellent lunch.
After lunch we walked across the road to Wainfleet All Saints. This building was
opened in 1821. It has an impressive Gothic style chancel and high altar.
We all made our way back to our cars and journeyed the short distance to
Wainfleet St. Mary’s. On the approach to this beautiful church I walked towards the
impressive lych-gate. I was told that in early years when there was a funeral
people would stop and rest with the coffin
before going in to church. As I looked
above the gate I saw carved into the
woodwork a name that took me by
surprise. It was my family name on my
mother’s side – TINDALL. I have been
doing my ancestry for about three years
and the person on the lych-gate is my
great uncle! He was church warden of
this church and a farmer and land agent.
It was an amazing piece of information to
Friskney Church
find and add to my family tree.
The final church we visited was Friskney All Saints. We were greeted by Revd.
Fiona who had organised refreshments for us, which we were very grateful for! She
was so helpful and told us a lot about the church. We finished our visit with a short
service of prayers and a reading before we all made our way home after an
interesting day out.

A Journey Through the Church
The Chancel and Sanctuary
In his poem ‘The Temple’, the poet George Herbert takes the reader on a
pilgrimage through the church to arrive finally at the altar where, as
Christians, we are welcomed to make our communion with Christ and each
other. At the East end of any church, the Chancel (or Quire) leads to the
Sanctuary where the Altar is situated. The word Chancel comes from the
word cancelli, meaning "lattice work," which was once used to rail off the
Quire from the Nave. The Sanctuary is the most holy part of a church. Its
name comes from the Latin word sanctus meaning ‘holy’.
The Chancel is where the priests would sit on long benches to sing the
responses at Mass and chant the Divine Office. Medieval churches often
had "rood screens" ("rood" means "cross") separating the Sanctuary and
Choir from the body of the NAVE. The rood screen
had the rood -- the Crucifix -- often flanked by
images of the Virgin Mary and St. John and by oil
lamps. This screen totally separated the Sanctuary
from the place where the people sat so that the
Sanctuary was truly treated as the Holy of Holies.
At the Reformation, stone Rood Screens were
damaged and wooden ones were usually ripped out
completely. This, indeed, was the case at St
Botolph’s and it was not until
Rood beam with Tympanum above and
1717, when the rule of the
Screen, St Thomas’
Puritan vicars had come to an
end, that another screen incorporating an organ was
installed across the Chancel arch. However, this was
later removed when the church was restored in the
Victorian era.
St Thomas’s Church, on the other hand is relatively
Detail from painted Tympanum, St Thomas’
modern, the building being completed in 1912.
Internal furnishings, however, were only installed
later as funding became available – the choir stalls in 1927, and the rood
beam, with its magnificent painted tympanum and screens, was installed in
1933, the church’s “coming-of-age”.
The focal point in the Sanctuary is the High Altar. In earliest times an altar
was a special place made of stone where people made sacrifices to their

gods. A sacrifice was something valuable that was given up or offered to a
god. Today, in most Anglican churches, the Altar has become a symbol, a
reminder of the table at which Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples
to celebrate the Jewish Feast of the Passover. During this meal he told his
disciples that the bread was His body and the wine His blood. He said that
people should share bead and wine forever after so that they would
remember Him. In most Anglican
churches an Altar is generally
made from wood and is often
referred to as the Communion
table.
Until the Reformation the High
(main) Altar at the East-most end
of the church stood against the
wall, with the celebrant priest also
traditionally facing East, with his
Towards the East window, St Botolph’s, showing the Chancel with
back to the congregation when he
Quire, High Altar and Reredos
said Mass. In this way all the
worshippers faced the rising sun – the symbol of the presence of Christ, the
Light of the World. They also faced the Holy City of Jerusalem. After the
Reformation this changed and the priest celebrated the Eucharist facing the
congregation from behind a free-standing altar. Often three steps lead up to
the Altar, symbolising faith, hope and love. In older churches, you might still
see elaborate altar screens or "Altar pieces" behind the Altar. The more
fanciful, ornate ones are called "Reredos" and can be quite exquisite, filled
with sculptures or highly decorated. The wooden Reredos at St Botolph’s is
intricately carved and shows the crucified Christ as the central figure with 57
individual figures of the Apostles and saints and four scenes from the Old
Testament. Immediately behind the High Altar there is a carved scene of the
Last Supper.
For the poet and for us the altar is
a sign of Christ: His presence in
the sacrament of His body and
blood. The altar remains a focus for
offering and worship, and takes us
in faith and prayer to an earlier age
The Last Supper - carving on the reredos behind the High Altar,
when Jesus shared a meal with His
St Botolph’s
disciples in the Upper Room. We
think of his death for our sins on Good Friday, the joy of his resurrection on
Easter Day, and we believe the time will come when He returns to be with His
people. We rejoice that the same Jesus welcomes us to the Eucharist now
and every day at the altars of the churches in our parish and, indeed, all

The Story Behind the Hymn
Now Thank We All Our God
The joy and serenity of this hymn are staggering,
when you learn the circumstances in which is was
written. Martin Rinkart was a pastor at Eilenberg,
Saxony, during the terrible Thirty Years’ War (16181648).
As a walled city, Eilenberg offered some protection
to the inhabitants. No wonder that political and
military refugees of all sorts poured into the city,
making it dangerously overcrowded. Soon the water
supply was fouled, the sanitation overwhelmed, and
the food ran out – leaving people famished and
diseased.
In 1637 a terrible pestilence swept through the city,
killing some 8,000 people, including Rinkart’s
beloved wife. By that time Rinkart was the only
minister left in Eilenberg, because the others had
either died or fled for their lives. Rinkart alone
conducted the burial services for 4480 people,
sometimes taking as many as 40 to 50 funerals a
day!

Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who, from our mother’s arms,
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
Oh may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
Fur thus is was, is now,
And shall be evermore.
Martin Rinkart

Eilenberge was besieged and overrun three times – once by the Austrian army
and twice by the Swedes. When a Swedish general demanded the town pay
him 30,000 thalers. Martin Rinkart pleaded that the impoverished city could
never meet such a levy, but the general scorned him. At that, Rinkart turned to
his companions and said: ‘Come, my children, we can find no mercy with man;
let us take refuge with God.’ On his knees there and then, Rinkart led his
friends in a fervent prayer and in the singing of a hymn. The Swedish
commander was so moved that he decided that the levy be not 30,000 thalers,
but instead 1,350 thalers.
Somehow, out of the hell of the Thirty Years War came this lovely hymn of
peace and total trust in God. Martin Rinkart had had to dig deep into his faith
to survive, and the result was utter, serene dependence on God – despite
chaos and destruction all around.

Puzzle Page

ACROSS: 1, Amazed. 4, Others. 8, Peter. 9, Zebedee. 10, Accuser. 11, Endue.
12, Scripture. 17, Shrub. 19, Abashed.
21, Foolish. 22, Upset. 23, Loathe. 24,
Lesser. DOWN: 1, Appeal. 2, Attacks. 3,
Earns. 5, Tableau. 6, Ended. 7, Shekel.
9, Zarephath. 13, Rubbish. 14, Ephesus.
15, Useful. 16, Editor. 18, Rhoda. 20, Ab
use.

Across
1 ‘The people were — at his teaching’ (Mark 1:22) (6)
4 ‘He saved —; let him save himself’ (Luke 23:35) (6)
8 He addressed the crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14) (5)
9 Father of James and John (Matthew 4:21) (7)
10 One who charges another with an offence (Job 31:35) (7)
11 ‘ — thy ministers with righteousness’ (Book of Common Prayer) (5)
12 and 15 Down ‘All — is God-breathed and is — for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy
3:16) (9,6)
17 ‘No — of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant
of the field had yet sprung up’ (Genesis 2:5) (5)
19 Made to feel embarrassed (Isaiah 24:23) (7)
21 This man built his house on sand (Matthew 7:26) (7)
22 David’s hypocritical message to Joab on the death in battle of
Uriah: ‘Don’t let this — you’ (2 Samuel 11:25) (5)
23 Detest (Job 10:1) (6)
24 ‘God made two great lights, the greater light to govern the
day and the — light to govern the night’ (Genesis 1:16) (6)
16 Rioted (anag.) (6)
18 She had a surprise when she answered the door and found 8
Across outside (Acts 12:13) (5)
20 Maltreat (1 Chronicles 10:4) (5)

Down
1 To make a serious request (1
Corinthians 1:10) (6)
2 Launches an assault against
(Genesis 32:8) (7)
3 ‘The wicked man — deceptive
wages’ (Proverbs 11:18) (5)
5 Tuba ale (anag.) (7)
6 ‘The day thou gavest, Lord, is — ’ (5)
7 Old Testament measure of weight,
equivalent to about 12 grammes
(Exodus 30:13) (6)
9 Where Elijah restored life to the son
of a widow with whom he lodged (1
Kings 17:10) (9)
13 Paul said of whatever was to his
profit, ‘I consider them — , that I may
gain Christ and be found in
him’ (Philippians 3:8) (7)
14 City visited by Paul, described by
the city clerk as ‘the guardian of the
temple of the great Artemis’ (Acts
19:35) (7)
15 See 12 Across
16 Rioted (anag.) (6)
18 She had a surprise when she
answered the door and found 8 Across
outside (Acts 12:13) (5)
20 Maltreat (1 Chronicles 10:4) (5)
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Advertisements
St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights
Sponsor the church
to be lit up on your
chosen date,
between 6pm and
midnight for £25.

St. Botolph’s Church Carillon
For the St. Botolph’s carillon to ring
Happy Birthday on your chosen timings
between
8.30 am to
4pm for
£25.

Gardening & Property
Maintenance
Regular or one off jobs undertaken
Friendly, reliable service
No job too small

Martyn
Cridland
01205 359668 / 07814 652333

Please support
the
advertisers in
this magazine

St Botolph’s Church Tours

St Botolph’s Coffee Rota

We offer guided tours of St
Botolph’s Church, for more
information or to book a tour
please email
tours@parishofboston.co.uk

Volunteers are needed to help
serve coffee after Sunday
services. If you can help please
speak with Polly Tamberlin

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please contact
Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

01205 354670
St Christopher’s Hall
To hire the hall please contact
Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461

Pilgrim News
For advertising and to submit articles please
contact:
Revd Jane Robertson
Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office
Deadline for Oct/ Nov submissions:
10th September
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the
Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and
Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.

The Team
Revd. Alyson
Buxton

Revd. Steve Holt

Revd. Jane
Robertson

Revd. Sue Rose

Team Rector

Associate Rector

Assistant Curate

Assistant Curate

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner
Churchwardens
Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin
Staff
Caretaker

Trevor Baily

trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk

Director of Music

George Ford

george.ford@parishofboston.co.uk

Fabric Manager

Angie Kisby

angie.kisby@parishofboston.co.uk

Head Verger

Adam Kelk

adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk

Housekeeper

Polly Tamberlin

polly.tamberlin@parishofboston.co.uk

Resources Manager

William Culley

william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk

Coffee-Shop Manager Lorraine Ladner

lorraine.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk

HLF team: Alyson Buxton, Angie Kisby, Adam Kelk, Hannah Johnson,
Poppy Thomas.
Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670

Rectory Offices 01205 310929

www.parish-of-boston.org.uk

