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This is the time of year that the church calls ‘ordinary time’. As I was thinking 
about ‘ordinary time’, I was talking to Revd Jane about this letter and she very 
quickly said “it could only be the church that would describe this time of year 
and life as ‘ordinary’”.  I thought “mm, how right you are, it is anything but 
‘ordinary’: indeed the changing of the seasons is quite ‘extraordinary’”. 
How about if we just think about the quality of the light at this time of year - it 
helps us see things with new eyes. Light gives of itself freely and fills every 
conceivable space. It seeks nothing in return and is not diminished in anyway. 
Darkness cannot overcome it. Light not only contains the darkness but always 
overcomes it. Let us always look for the light to lighten our darkness.  
As we celebrated our Daffodil Festival, I looked around the south side of St. 
Botolph’s Church and saw all the rising daffodils with wonder; the ferns 
(planted by Boston in Bloom) on the North side are bringing life to a dull and 
grey strip of land - each side bringing gentleness, interest and a distinctive 
style of beauty to our environment and the centre of the town.  Everything 
looked so much more cheerful. It was as if I had stepped into daylight. Spring 
has not yet removed the hint of chill from the wind, but we anticipate the 
summer and the freshness of the days do lift our spirits.  
Seeing these wonderful gifts of nature made me remember yet again that 
ordinary things of life can be extraordinary.  
We often say, ‘this is just another ordinary day’.  Well, when you consider all 
that goes into making the sun rise, the flowers open, the dew evaporate, the 
birds sing, and my dogs wag their tails….shouldn’t we then approach each 
day as a chance to do or appreciate something wonderful? Shouldn’t we just 
take a moment ‘to stop and stand and stare’? and, in the staring, shouldn’t we 
remember to give God the glory?  
The great Blues guitarist, Bo Diddley used to tell his audience, ‘I thank you in 
advance for the great round of applause you are about to give me!’ Why don’t 
we keep a mindful inventory of every time we stand, stare and appreciate 
something beautiful and wonderful - a mindful time to praise our creator God. 
When our lives are filled with moments when we see God’s hand in everyday 
life something amazing happens - ordinary life becomes extraordinary and the 
process of life begins to nourish our souls.  
I wish you an extraordinary day.   
 

 Alyson 

Revd. Alyson Buxton Writes 



 

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 
hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a group of 
Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all requests 

received. Contact: Revd Margaret: m.brewster789@btinternet.com 

You are invited……. 

On July 1st I hope to be ordained priest in a service in Lincoln Cathedral at 
5.30pm.   

The next day, SUNDAY 2nd JULY at 5.00pm in St.Botolph’s church I will be 
celebrating the Eucharist for the first time.   This is a very special service for 
me, where I hope to be joined by friends and family who have supported me 

on my journey. I am also delighted that our new curate, Sue Rose will also be 
taking part in the service – her first in the parish too.  

However, it would be meaningless for me if you were not there!  From the mo-
ment I joined the team here in Boston I have been welcomed with generosity 
and warmth and so I do hope that as many of you as possible will be able to 

come and share this time with me. 

I would not dream of bribing you, but there will be refreshments afterwards 

 Jane  
Prayer at Pentecost 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We all come from different places, a bit like that crowd on the first day of Pen-
tecost. We are from different backgrounds, with different experiences that 
form us. I can’t be just like somebody else and no one else can be just like 
me. Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit to speak and reveal your will to 
us in a way that is personal and unique. Help us to be open to receive him 
every day. Please go on filling us with your Spirit Lord, that we might be effec-
tive witnesses to Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 

In his name, 

Amen. 

       by Daphne Kitching 



A Poem For Season 

For those who hear the Spirit’s song, 

Are filled then with His power! 

Their light shall shine the whole day long 

And praise fills every hour! 

Transform us through your Spirit’s voice 

And set our hearts alight, 

So truly may our hearts rejoice 

And shine with Godly light. 

Sometimes our doubts like briars 

grow 

Sometimes our faith is weak, 

O Spirit, sing, that doubt may go, 

Lord, help us hear you speak. 

The Song of the Spirit 
  

O when Your Spirit softly sings 

Within our hearts of stone 

Lord, speak to us of Godly things 

And make our hearts your home. 



Those of us who worship in the Parish of Boston were blessed this Easter by 

the presence of the Bishop of Grantham, the Right Reverend Dr. Nicholas 

Chamberlain, who spent five days with us over the Easter period.  Joining us 

on the Wednesday of Holy Week for our rehearsals he then led us through 

all our services, taking us on a journey through his preaching and presence.   

Our experience began with the moving Maundy Thursday Eucharist where 

everyone was invited to come forward for to have their feet washed by the 

Bishop if they wished.   It is hard to imagine how powerful and emotional this  

can be unless you have it done,  and some of those who came forward found 

it an incredibly moving experience.  On Good Friday the Bishop joined us for 

the Churches Together in Boston Walk of Witness through the town, which 

culminated at the Ingram memorial with a presentation of ‘The Soldier’s 

Story’ by a local ‘Open the Book’ team. The Bishop’s company  was much 

appreciated by fellow walkers of all denominations as well as people along 

the way, who were able to exchange a few words with him.  For all of us 

though, the wonderful thing about having the Bishop to ourselves for so long, 

was that so many people were able to experience those casual 

conversations which can often touch us or help us in unexpected ways.  In 

the afternoon the Bishop then led our Good Friday service in church.   

After the emptiness of Easter Saturday the vigil service on the evening of 

that day was incredibly powerful.  It began with the light being carried into the 

church, spreading through the evening shadows as it went.  After hearing the 

story of salvation through readings from the Old and New Testaments  the 

congregation were able to renew their baptism vows before sharing in the joy 

of the Eucharist.  This celebration continued on Sunday morning with the 

parish Eucharist for Easter Day. At the end of 

which chocolate was shared! 

A truly wonderful Easter experience. 

Our Easter Services 



Confirmation 
On Saturday 25th March  we were privileged to host a Confirmation Service for 
this area in St.Botolph’s Church.   During this wonderful service the Bishop of 
Grimsby, the Rt.Revd. Dr. David Court, confirmed fifteen people.  We are 
delighted that thirteen of these were our own candidates, prepared by Steve 
and Jane.  As a team we work hard at forging community links and so I am 
pleased to be able to tell you that quite a few of these were youngsters from 
Eastern European communities.  However, there is cause for much joy and 
celebration as the Bishop also confirmed active members of our church 
family: Christine, Kerry, Sonia, Hannah, Paula and Krista.  Christine, a valued 
volunteer at the ‘Stump’ has generously agreed to share her story.    

“My journey into the beautiful parish church of St.Botolph began in February 
2016 when my beloved husband Richard passed away.  My heart was 
broken, it was the worst I have felt. 

I was walking past the church one day and it seemed to draw me inside.  I 
gradually began to get to know some of the clergy and volunteers. Adam and 
Jane were very kind and would always make time to talk and Adam worked so 
hard to persuade me to join the volunteers.  It took me a while to decide, but I 
did eventually, first of all in the coffee shop then changing to doing the 
cleaning. A very rewarding job, as you can always see where you have done! 

Since joining the church community I then went to a lot of services, which I 
found very moving. As I found myself getting more involved I was asked if I 
would like to be confirmed.  It was not something I had thought of so I took my 
time to think about it.  I went to some meetings where Steve and Jane 
explained what it meant and also explained about what would happen in the 
service itself.  I decided to go ahead and I am so happy and proud that I did. It 
was the most amazing emotion I have ever felt, when the Bishop laid his hand 
on me and made the sign of the cross. It felt as though something entered my 
body and gave me such an inner peace that I have never felt before. It is the 
same feeling too when I take Holy Communion.  

What a wonderful church to be a part of – like a big 
extended family! 

Thank you to Adam and Jane especially for all the kindness 
they have given to me, helping me to get through such a 
difficult time.” 



With the horrifying bombings in Syria 
and Egypt still fresh in our minds it is 
easy to feel powerless in the face of 
so much evil. But we can make a 
difference... 

When it all began in 2013 one young 
Christian mum in Brighton called 
Samara Levy felt called to make a 
difference and to ensure those 
abused, tortured, and abandoned 
people you will remember struggling 
over the mountains in the flimsiest 
garments and later to be stranded in 
snow and ice, would get all the help 
she could give. 

With much prayer, hard work and the 
generous giving of so many churches, 
schools and other organisations, 70+ 
containers of winter clothes, medical 
supplies, and special care packs have 
since been transported through very 
difficult situations to their destinations. 

Two hospitals were set up and running 
and then bombed during this winter’s 
fighting so now the containers we 
send over with our aid are converted 
by local tradesmen into operating 
theatres which are the only slim lifeline 
many hundreds of wounded people 
and children have to basic care. 

Supplies and equipment are still 
desperately needed and the [local] 
doctors and their families are in 
constant danger of abduction, shelling 
etc. 

At the moment I am collecting 

personal items for dignity bags for 
women and [separately] men's 
underwear. There are detailed lists of 
required items which each bag has to 
include. 

These have been identified by the 
people at the other end and have to 
meet customs requirements through 
Turkey. 

A bigger commitment comes with care 
boxes which is a banana box of items 
for families, newborns, pregnant 
women or women who have escaped 
from IS captivity and sorely abused, 
and collections of winter clothing. 
Bigger churches have been known to 
collect over 400 boxes of high quality 
goods. With prayer and action it can 
be done. 

The web site is 
www.samara'saidappeal and I invite 
you to take a closer look at the 
ongoing work and invite you to pray 
and support this appeal as fully as you 
can. 

I'll be delighted to supply any one with 
detailed lists of items that are urgently 
needed. Please email me on 
doreen.brown07@gmail.com 

 

Doreen Brown [registered collector] 

 

Urgent Appeal for help for Syrian Refugees 



St. Thomas’ C. E.  
As a parish we work closely with St.Thomas’ 
School.  Each week either Revd. Steve or Revd. 
Jane go in to take collective worship.  Our Music 
Director George Ford is also involved at the school 
where he not only teaches music in classes but 
runs various music clubs and takes a faith based 
music assembly.  For all of us this is work we value 
and look forward to every week, so you can 
imagine how delighted we were at the results of 
their recent Statutory Inspection of Anglican and 
Methodist Schools (SIAMS), highlights of which are 
printed for you here: 
 

 The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Boston St Thomas’ CE Prima-

ry School as a Church of England school are outstanding 

rise to excellent behaviour and relationships throughout the school. 

trate their love and understanding of religious education. 
-embedded links with the church support the clear Christian ethos of 

the school. 

ambassadors enables new arrivals to quickly settle into the school. 

sent in spontaneous prayer. 
‘St Thomas’ Boston is a very strong unified church school where the Chris-
tian values of respect, compassion, resilience, fellowship and trust are key 
influencers in all of the decisions. A strong Christian ethos is unmistakeable 
in all aspects of the school. As a result the behaviour of the children across 
the school is commendable, as evidenced both in lessons and in collective 
worship. The children demonstrate a very compassionate caring attitude and 
give each other the space and time to think and therefore to thrive. The link 
between ‘ 

Reverend Jane shares Bible 

stories with the children.  



“On Monday 27th March we went on a trip to the Boston Stump to learn lots 

from Father Steve and Reverend Jane. When we arrived at the Stump we 

quietly sat down and carefully listened to them both.”  Jessica 

“Father Steve told us some interesting information about St. Boltoph’s and he 

showed us around. We learnt about the special seats in the choir area and 

how the monks would have had to have stood there. We were lucky and got 

sit down. The seats had beautiful pictures on 

too.”  Julia 

“While we were in the church we learnt about the 

Greenman and other statues and faces all 

around. I liked how it is a warm place for others 

to come and rest in and pray.”  Maximus 

Primary School 

‘Parents are delighted that the values, which are the focus for worship, are 
embraced and understood by the children so they are able to discuss them at 
home. This means they are able to support and reinforce them. Church ser-
vices are also publicised through the school newsletter so that families are 
kept well informed of local Christian activities. ‘ 

St. Thomas pupils take a trip to St. Botolph’s 

SIAMS Inspection March 2017 
‘Collective worship is an important part of the life of this school. Although the 
school meets in two key stage groups due to the size of the hall for the 
numbers of children. This essential start to the school day was described as 
being ‘a key time to think’ by one of the children. It regularly reinforces the 
importance and impact of Christian values on the life of the community. 
Members of the school community also refer to the key role played by the 
vicar and curate in supporting the school staff to develop the whole child 
rather than just their academic ability. The collective worships seen on the 
inspection day were evidence of the high level of engagement and 
participation’ 



Mike Haynes 

After attending Park School and Boston Grammar School, I gained a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering at Aston University in Birmingham. After working in 
industry and a period of teaching in Further Education, an opportunity for early 
retirement enabled me to take on the position of full time Verger at the Stump.  
This was a very busy time, having the responsibility of looking after the church 
and being involved in the arrangements for services, concerts, and the many 
other events which take place in the church throughout the year. 

However, this was not my first connection with the Stump.  In early years I 
belonged to the Junior Congregation which met in the church on a Sunday 
afternoon.  My membership number was 233!  I was confirmed in the Stump 
and became a server, a job which I still enjoy doing.  I also help as a tour 
guide and, over the years, have made various items for use in the church, the 
latest being the table for the LEGO model. 

Way back in the seventies, the then Vicar, Trevor Collins, asked me to be 
chairman of the Parish Education Group.  Over the years this group has had 
several name changes and now exists as the Prayer and Nurture Group, 
which arranges activities and events for the parish.  These include Taize 
Services, the Parish Day Out in June, (this year on June 10th), and the 
Annual Parish Pilgrimage in October (this year to St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
on the 21st). 

I now help as a volunteer verger and am currently Secretary of the Lincoln/
Southwell Branch of the Church of England Guild of Vergers. I have also been 
involved in Scouting since I was a Cub, and our Group, the 5th Boston, is 
privileged to have St Botolph in its title after a close association with the 
church for many years. 

Elizabeth and I have been members of the Magic Lantern Society for many 
years and recently attended a three day International Convention in 
Birmingham.  

We were married in the Stump fifty years ago and during that time have 
shared a common involvement in the work of the church by helping in many 
different ways. For me, and I think for both of us, faith has to be involved in all 
that we do, and especially when this is giving help or service to those within 
the church family or in the wider community.  This points to a favourite hymn, 
“Brother, Sister, let me serve you” because with prayer and faith we are never 
working alone, but have God with us and Jesus walking beside us. 

Pilgrim Person 



HLF Update 
The consultation period has now 
ended and we have assessed the 
results. We have an interesting 
set of statistics to refer to. In total, 
we had almost 200 responders 
from all sections of our 
community which will inform what 
we do. Interestingly, 57% of our 
visitors do visit us at least once 
per week. Our church Architect 
has now completed the design of 
the glass porches and will be 
submitting the application to the 
DAC for faculty approval. She is now looking at the conservation works 
required to the tower and an inspection with our Structural Engineer is 
happening soon so that a schedule of works can be agreed and written up. We 
have interviewed structural engineers and quantity surveyors and appointed 
our preferred consultants. We have also appointed our interpretation designers 
who have met with us and the steering group for a workshop day last week. 
During this workshop, we confirmed project responsibilities and 
communications methods, we confirmed our target audiences and looked at 
our consultation results. We confirmed the priorities and set up meeting dates 
going forward. We worked very well with the consultants and we ‘fit’. We have 
had two more meetings with our steering group who are proving to be 
excellent ambassadors for what matters in both Boston and St. Botolphs. Their 
views about which of the historical stories we should interpret and explore are 
adding to the quality of what we are doing. Currently we are looking in detail at 
the following themes: - John Cotton, The Hanseatic League, Margaret Tilney, 
the library and the building of the church by medieval craftsmen. The steering 
group will soon have tasks to do by providing appropriate text and evidence 
about the various themes so that the stories told will be factually correct. We 
look forward to meeting Anne Fletcher who is coming to look specifically at the 
sensitivities of inserting interpretation into a place of worship. She has worked 
on projects at St. Paul’s Cathedral, York Minster and Rochester Cathedral and 
Lambeth Palace.  

Our Project Manager is updating the conservation management plan and 
writing the business plan at present. This explains why she has been busy with 
her head down at the desk and will be for a while!  



HLF Project - Consultation Results 







Coffee Morning  
 

     There will be a coffee morning at       

    St .Christopher’s Church on Monday 3rd July at  

 10.30am  - 11.30am 

Come along for a good chat!  

 There will be a cake stall, bric-a-brac and plants for sale. 

Book Review 

Cycling Out of the Comfort Zone: Two boys, two bikes, one unforgettable mission 

by Charles Guilhamon , SPCK, £9.99 
 
A fast-paced travel narrative that vividly conveys the freshness of the Christian 
faith and the excitement of being on a gap year. 
 
Just out of university, Charles Guilhamon and his friend Gabriel de Lépinau decide 
to take a year out to tour the world by bike. With a budget of a few euros a day, 
their travels bring them out of their comfort zone and into contact with people living 
in isolated or persecuted Christian communities in Syria, Iraq, India, China (Tibet), 
Thailand, the Amazon (Brazil), Senegal and Algeria. 
 
With a delightfully ironic sense of humour, Guilhamon’s vivid storytelling, intelligent 
analysis and authentic testimonies make for a hugely enjoyable read. In the best 
tradition of the travelogue, this is a true story well told. Cycling Out of the Comfort 
Zone concludes with an Afterword on recent developments in Syria and Iraq. 

 

Ukulele Night 
 

Ukulele night with Ploughman supper. 

 Being held at St. Thomas’ Church Hall. 

On July 15th 2017 

Starting at 7pm, tickets - £7 

Tickets available by Trevor Bailey 



 

Summer Fayre, Saturday June 3rd, St. Thomas’ 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ - Saturday June 3rd 7pm, Lincoln Cathedral 

Taizé Service - 5pm, Monday June 5th, St Botolph’s 

Artist Exhibition - Ann Kilroy, Sunday June 11th, St. Botolph’s 

St Botolph’s Patronal Festival & Volunteer Service - Sunday June 18th 

Children's Club - Tuesday June 27th, St. Botolph’s 

Lincolnshire Youth Orchestra - Saturday July 1st, St Botolph’s 

Ordination - Saturday July 1st, Lincoln Cathedral  

Revd Jane Robertson’s First Eucharist - 5pm Sunday July 2nd 

Coffee Morning - Monday July 3rd, St Christopher’s 

St Thomas’ Patronal Festival 7pm, Monday July 3rd 

Boston To Bollywood - Saturday July 8th, St Botolph’s  

Ukulele Night  -  Saturday July 15th, St Thomas’ 

Good Quality Book Sale - August 1st  until  August 31st , St Botolph’s  

 Boston Haven Singers - Sunday September 17th 3pm, St Thomas' Church 

What's On 

Weddings and Baptisms 

As of July 1st 2017, the clergy at the Parish of Boston will be running a pastoral surgery 

for wedding and baptism bookings. 

This will take place in the rectory offices every Saturday morning between 9am and 

12pm and will be the only time that weddings or baptisms can be booked. 

To make an appointment please contact William on william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

or telephone the office (Mon-Fri) on 01205 310929 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR BAPTISM 

BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 



St Botolph’s Church 

Monday to Friday 

08:15 Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 

Wednesdays 

10:30 Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

12:00 Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

08:00 BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

10:30 Choral or Cantor Eucharist 
  United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 

18:00 Choral Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
  Celtic Evening Prayer on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
  Headspace guided meditation on the 4th Sunday of the month 

St Thomas’ Church 

Thursdays 

11:00 Eucharist 

Saturdays 

09:00 Morning Prayer 

Sundays 

11:00 Eucharist or Morning Worship 

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 

St Christopher’s Church 

Sundays 

09:30 Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on upcoming 
services in the parish. 
 

THERE WILL BE NO 10:30 SERVICE ON JULY 2ND AND NO 

EVENSONG SERVICES IN AUGUST 

Regular Service Times 



 

 

Down through the ages our wonderful church of St. Botolph has been blessed with 
the sound of voices praising God.  Indeed so good were they, that in 1540 John 
Leyland, a noted antiquarian of the day, wrote that St Botolph’s is “a parish Church 
the best and fairest of all Lincolnshire and so served with singing and cunning men 
as no parish is in all of England”.  Earlier that century in 1524-25 The Guild of St 
Mary’s whose chapel was one of the many within the Nave of our church refused to 
send their best singers to the Chapel Royal instead opting to pay a fine of £2-6s-8d 
in order to keep them.  

In order that such singing should 
continue the custom of bestowing the 
title of Bedesman on four of the singers 
has evolved.  Their purpose, according 
to the will of one Richard Briggs, 
Alderman of Boston dated 2nd April 
1583, is “to behave themselves in 
Divine Service forever”. To this end he 
left a farm in Skirbeck and nine acres of 
land for the use and maintenance of 
the said Bedesmen, 

Other grants have been made around 
the same time for similar purposes. 

Queen Mary Tudor gave lands to the Corporation for various purposes one of 
which was the maintenance of four beadsmen in 1553. 

Mr. Henry Fox, Alderman, gave lands for this same purpose in 1557 and Mrs Carre 
gave lands for the maintenance of two beadsmen in 1594. 

After the installation of the choir canopy during the 1851-53 restoration it became 
the custom on the death of choirmen who had served 25 years or more to have a 
brass plaque placed over their usual choir stall. The earliest bear the names of a 
William Craven, Bedesman, who served 50 years and Robert Arnall who served 30 
years.  Both are dated from 1866. 

But of course we have one in our midst today who has just completed 80 years and 
is still going strong.  Peter Fox has indeed lived up to the demands of a bedesman. 
A truly wonderful achievement. 

On Low Sunday, 23rd April I retired as Choral Bedesman after 25 years. History has 
been made made, as Jan Finch became our first ever Lady Choral Bedesman, 
joining Ed. Bob and Peter.  We wish them well.  

 Tony Pepper 

 

The Bedesmen of St Botolph’s 



The voices of people with Down's Syndrome and those who love them grow 
louder, no longer hidden away and we ask, “hear us, accept us and include 
us”. 

In 2012 the United Nations observed March the 21st as World Down's 
Syndrome Day. It was given this date because of the third copy of 
chromosome 21 (21/03) and now events are held globally to raise awareness.  

WDSD for our family is exciting and we choose to celebrate it by raising 
awareness and focusing on the love, joy, and diversity Isabella, now 6, brings 
our family.  

Isabella opened our lives and hearts to new experiences and journeys. She 
made us more understanding, forgiving and less judgemental of others. She is 
the glue in our family and for us that is worth celebrating. 

Of course, our other daughters, Bethany and Elisha, have wonderful qualities 
worth celebrating but no one questions their right to life, no one looks at their 
faces and feels pity for parents and no one expects them to be excluded. 

I was driving into Boston looking at the Stump on the horizon, thinking how 
amazing would it be if our iconic Stump was illuminated blue and yellow to 
celebrate WDSD? 

It started with an email and a presumption it would end with a “no, it's 
impossible, too big of an ask”. The Stump said YES! so a friendship started, 
with the staff who are the most welcoming, accepting and friendly people I 
have met.This year has been special because for a second-time St Botolph’s 
was lit up and it was just as magical as the 
first time.  

Down’s Syndrome Day 



 







Last month we thought about our means of access into the church building 
through the porch and door. On entering many churches one of the first things we 
see is the font. It marks the beginning of Christian life in the church. Many fonts 
have fine carvings of the seven sacraments that nourish the Christian. Others are 
octagonal in shape: a reminder of Noah and his seven family members saved in 
the ark from the Flood. 

 

Situated at the West end of the church, the font 
symbolises the beginning of the Christian journey. The 
word FONT comes from the Latin word fons meaning 
‘fountain’ or source of living water. When a service of 
Baptism takes place the font is filled with water which 
is blessed by the priest during the service. The 
Christian life begins with Baptism, and the holy 
(blessed) water is used to symbolise cleansing from 
sin and rebirth to a new life in Christ – it is the 
beginning of a Christian’s journey through life. In just 
the same way that we wash every day to get 
ourselves clean and ready for a new day, at Baptism a 
person ‘washes away’ their old life and promises to 
start a fresh, new life as a Christian. The priest uses a 
shell to pour the Holy Water onto the head of the 

person being baptised. The shell is a Christian symbol of pilgrimage. In all Roman 
Catholic churches,  
and some Anglican churches, there are Holy Water stoops inside the church near 
the doors. As worshippers enter the church they may dip their hands into the Holy 
water and make the sign of the cross, a continual reminder of their baptism. 
 
The three churches in our parish all have fonts that differ in design but with a 
common purpose. At St Thomas’s Church, standing centrally in the West end of 
the church, there is a large and ornate C19 octagonal font which was brought from 
the redundant parish church of Wispington in 1983. It has columns of different 
coloured stones and the carvings on its octagonal sides depict birds, animals and 
foliage - an interpretation of “All things Bright and Beautiful”. The original C19 font 
from the earlier “Iron Church” (made of corrugated iron) stands close to a pillar 
near the entrance doors, and is now used as a stoop containing a dish of Holy 
water. Brought into the new church building in 1912, it has an alabaster column 
and the carved cross on the front was previously picked out in gold and other 
colours.  

Font 

St Thomas’ Font 



St Christopher’s Church, opened in June 2001 serves as both a 
church and a community building and has a small simple 
wooden font, again octagonal, with a cross on the front. 

At the West end of St Botolph’s Church stands an impressive 
stone font which was installed when the church underwent 
extensive restoration in the 1850’s. This replaced a 1662 marble 
font, with cover in the shape of a crown. Raised up on a large 
stepped stone plinth, the “new” font is octagonal in shape with 
decoration in an elaborate C14 style. The Stump also has a 
stoop close to the South door. 

 

At the West end of St Botolph’s Church stands an 
impressive stone font which was installed when the 
church underwent extensive restoration in the 1850’s. This 
replaced a 1662 marble font, with cover in the shape of a 
crown. Raised up on a large stepped stone plinth, the 
“new” font is octagonal in shape with decoration in an 
elaborate C14 style. The Stump also has a stoop close to 
the South door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For most of the year the Paschal or Easter Candle 
stands next to the font. This is a tall large candle 
placed in a special stand. Each year a new candle is 
prepared and used to bring light into the church during 
the Easter Saturday Vigil, representing Christ the Light 
of the World shining through. Two of the symbols on 
the candle are the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet, Alpha and Omega. They symbolise God who is the beginning and the 
end of creation and, indeed, the candle is lit at both baptisms and funerals. At 
baptism a smaller candle is lighted from the Pascal candle and given with the 
words “you have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your 
life”. 

St Christopher’s Font 

Paschal Candle 

St Botolph’s Font 



 

And so there is the hope that the newly baptised will go on to grow up in the 
church, moving from that west end, through the upturned boat of the nave, to the 
altar at the east end. That movement is a sign of the pilgrimage we are all called to 
make. Like a journey on the seas of this world, we may sail through tranquil waters 
and peaceful days. There may be times when the skies are cloudy and the waters 
stormy. Martin Luther, when he was faced by struggles like that in his life, would 
say the words ‘I am baptised’ to strengthen and reassure himself.   ‘I am baptised’ 
we can say as we travel in faith, knowing that there is always a light to guide and a 
goal that is sure and eternal. 

 

Like a journey on the seas of this world, we may sail 
through tranquil waters and peaceful days. There may be 
times when the skies are cloudy and the waters stormy. 
Martin Luther, when he was faced by struggles like that in 
his life, would say the words ‘I am baptised’ to strengthen 
and reassure himself.   ‘I am baptised’ we can say as we 
travel in faith, knowing that there is always a light to guide 
and a goal that is sure and eternal.  

 

 

 

 

  

  June Exhibition 
 

Every year we feature a variety of art and craft exhibitions on show in the 

‘Stump’.  From 11th – 25th June we are pleased to welcome Ann Kilroy (Rev.  

Jane’s little sister!), who is exhibiting with us for the first time.  Trained at 

St.Alban’s College of Art and Winchester Art College, Ann has painted all her 

life.  Working in in oils, watercolour and multi-media, she is inspired by the 

gardens and the landscape around her, creating  paintings that are evocative 

and powerful. Ann will also have a selection of her own cards and prints for 

sale, as well as being available for commissions.  As with most of our exhibi-

tors, she will be donating some of her proceeds to our Open Door project, so 

please come and support her.  

This series incorporates material written by Rev. Michael Burgess for the Parish Pump 
and extracts from Interpreting Churches by Joanna Booth. 

St Botolph’s Stoop 



Carers Week takes place this year from the 12th – 18th June, a national campaign 
that celebrates and recognises the vital contribution made by the 6.5 million people 
across the UK who currently look after a relative or friend who due to ill health, 
physical or mental illness, disability, frailty, or addiction cannot manage without 
their support. This year the focus is on building Carer Friendly Communities – plac-
es that understand a carer's daily reality and do what they can to make life a little 
bit easier for them.  

The Lincolnshire Carers Service is delivered in partnership with the Lincolnshire 
County Council’s Customer Service Centre and the charity Carers FIRST who are 
available to provide support to the estimated 84,000 carers looking after family, 
friends and neighbours in Lincolnshire. For many, caring is a rewarding and posi-
tive experience, but for others, without the right help and support caring can feel 
overwhelming. For some, caring can trigger feelings of loneliness and frustration 
and many find their physical and emotional health, work or finances affected. 

During Carers Week, Carers FIRST is hosting a ‘Caring for Carers’ event in Bos-
ton, and everyone is welcome to attend. The day will include a marketplace full of 
information and resources for carers from various local organisations, workshops 
and presentations including carers rights and looking after your health, plus infor-
mation on how to become a carer friendly employer and helping getting carers 
back into employment.  

The event will take place on Wednesday 14th June at the Len Medlock Centre, St 
George’s Road, Boston, PE21 8YB. You are invited to attend for all or part of the 
day, which will run from 9:30am – 3:30pm. 

For more details about this event please call Carers FIRST on 0300 303 1555.  
 
You don't have to wait until you are struggling or there is a crisis to talk to us. If 
you're looking after a friend or relative, you can talk to someone about your situa-
tion and discuss what support you may need. 
 
To find out more about the support available to carers in Lincolnshire, please 
phone the Lincolnshire Customer Service Centre on 01522 782224                                                  
or email CarersService@Lincolnshire.gov.uk.  

 

Carers Week 2017 
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Join In . . . 
Would you like to meet new people and learn new skills in a friendly                  
environment? 
We are always pleased to welcome new volunteers and invite you to 
come along and join in . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

There are lots of opportunities to help: 
• in the coffee shop  
• in the gift shop 
• showing people around the church 
• welcoming visitors 
• flower arranging 
• keeping the church and furnishings clean 
• conservation of church artefacts 

Focus on the Housekeeping Team 

 

As a cleaner with the housekeeping team, you would play an important 
role in helping to make the church a welcoming and pleasant place to 
be. 

In allocating a specific area for you to clean, we hope that you would 
find satisfaction in playing your part within a wider team of 
volunteers. 
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Trinity Sunday 

June brings us Trinity Sunday, when the Church celebrates the wonderful truth that we 
live in a family relationship with God; a relationship based on three Persons in one God.  
Here, in Jesus’ own words, is spelt out very simply how men and women can actually 

know the God of all the universe:  “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Counsellor to be with you for ever – the Spirit of truth…. “I will not leave you as orphans; 

I will come to you”  (John 14: 16-18)   

So the Way to God is:  AUTHORISED by the loving plan of the Father;  ACHIEVED by 
the mediation at the Cross of Jesus the 
Son; and ACTIVATED by the power of 
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Advertisements 

 

 

Please support 

the                        

advertisers in 

this magazine 

Gardening & Property 

Maintenance 
 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

 

Martyn 

Cridland 
 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights 

Sponsor the church 

to be lit up on your 

chosen date, 

between 6pm and 

midnight  for £25.  

St. Botolph’s Church Carillon 

For the St. Botolph’s carillon to ring on 

your chosen timings between 8.30 am 

to 4pm for 

 £25.  



St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Polly Tamberlin 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles please 

contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for  Aug /Sept submissions: 

10th July 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
   

Revd. Alyson Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Steve Holt 
Associate Rector 

Revd. Jane Robertson 
Assistant Curate 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’   Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens 

Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Staff 

Caretaker    Trevor Baily  trevor.bailey@parishofboston.co.uk 

Director of Music  George Ford  george.ford@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fabric Manager   Angie Kisby   angie.kisby@parishofboston.co.uk 

Head Verger   Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper   Polly Tamberlin  polly.tamberlin@parishofboston.co.uk 

Resources Manager William Culley  william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Coffee-Shop Manager Lorraine Ladner  lorraine.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk 

HLF team: Revd Alyson Buxton, Angie Kisby, Adam Kelk, Hannah Johnson,                                 

Poppy Thomas. 

Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy  

or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 

 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 

www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  


