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The Kingdom of Heaven is like a Mustard Seed

Dear Friends

Do you remember the phrase from a fairy tale of Fee-Fi-Fo-
Fum I smell the blood of an Englishman Be he alive, or be he 
dead I will grind his bones to make my bread? It was from the 
Jack and the Beanstalk” fable: Jack’s mother scorns the tiny 
beans he brings home from the market. They can never live 
off those! So in anger she hurls them out the window.  Those 
beans were a non-starter, a mistake, a dead-end nutritionally 
and in every other sense. Except that, of course, they ended 
up sprouting into an enormous beanstalk.

Seeds are amazing things As you know the seed is the first 
stage of life in a plant The oldest viable seed to have grown 
into a plant was a date palm seed estimated to be 2,000 years 
old (making it the only surviving contemporary of Jesus). It 
was discovered in 1963 when Herod the Great’s fortress of 
Masada near the Dead Sea was excavated. It was planted in 
2005 and now Methuselah, as the plant is called, stands over 
4ft high.
 
Botanists believe the seed had managed to remain viable for 
so long because the Dead Sea area’s climate is exceptionally 
dry and stable.

Seeds, like new beginnings, start small, but with the right 
environment and conditions can grow into large trees and 
ventures. I would like to commend the small, new beginning 
of our parish magazine The Pilgrim News. The launch of a new 
magazine has come in response to many of you in the parish 
expressing the desire to know more about what is going on in 



your church. I truly hope that the magazine is the first steps in 
achieving this.

The key vision for our parish at the moment is for us to be 
A Place of Hospitality. The community of Boston is culturally 
and spiritually diverse and this brings a richness to the quality 
of all our lives. The Churches of St Thomas, St Christopher 
and St Botolph all have roles in creating places of Hospitality 
within our changing community: a place where a variety of 
needs can be met, both our own and other pilgrims who 
journey in and out of our churches for different reasons. Let 
us continue our historical role in the Town to be the place 
that manifests spiritual as well as practical hospitality where 
people can belong before they believe, yet to be a place that 
belief can be found for those who seek it. 

Creating a culture takes time to grow and the mustard seed 
didn’t, unlike the seed in Jack and Beanstalk, just pop up out 
of the ground overnight — it was planted and grew, and in its 
season it produced the fruit. Let us keep hoeing the soil of 
Hospitality so together we can create a place for ourselves 
and others where we can flourish. A tiny mustard seed smile; 
a tiny mustard seed hello; a tiny mustard seed act of kindness; 
all can blossom for us and others into a large tree whose 
branches offer the love of Christ far and wide.

With love in Him 

Alyson
Team Rector for the Parish of Boston



Message from the Editor

Welcome to the 1st issue of the Pilgrim’s News which we hope 
will run every two months and cover all aspects of the parish with 
articles on what has happened and what will happen throughout 
our community.

Who am I some of you may ask; well my name is Peter Hainsworth 
and I am now the Communication’s Manager for the parish. Some 
may remember me as the Parish Administrator after Graham 
Stewart-Smith or more recently as the Ministry Secretary. And 
yes I have been here long enough to remember the “old” parish 
magazine and hope to follow it up with a worthy successor. 

So what am I responsible for; well an editor is responsible for the 
content and quality of their publication and ensures that stories are 
engaging and informative. I hope I can do this without putting my 
mark on every aspect of each article and leave it to our willing, 
and some not so willing, contributors to provide a range of written 
work for you to enjoy. Miss Patricia Francis has suggested that 
other parishioners might like to submit articles and she has in fact 
submitted one herself. Should you want to come and see me face 
to face then my office is upstairs in the Blenkin Memorial Hall and 
you are more than welcome to pop in and see me anytime Monday 
to Friday from 09:00 to 12:00. 

If you wish to submit an article for inclusion in the next issue of 
the magazine please provide it to me, along with any photographs, 
by Friday 9th October preferably via email to communications.
manager@parishofboston.co.uk



Hospitality Team

Summer has been very busy with concerts and fundraising 
challenges. We have welcomed 60’s pop sensation Ricky Valance, the 
spine tingling Louth Male Voice Choir, the superbly talented Boston 
Sinfonia, enjoyed foot tapping tunes from Lincolnshire Youth Wind 
Orchestra featuring Boston Youth Pop Choir, and had a memorable 
performance from the Motettenchor Speyer Choir from Germany.

One of the highlights of the year has been our first ever Boston Bear 
Challenge. What a sight, over 
50 teddy bears abseiling down 
our tower, all raising money 
for local charities. What 
brave bears!!! Everyone had 
a fabulous day with over 100 
children walking around with 
their faces painted as teddy 
bears, and not forgetting 
our special mystery guest 
for the day….the bear from 
Peru, who loves marmalade 
sandwiches. Big thanks 
to Boston Mayflower for 
sponsoring the event, and to 
local organisations for joining 
us on the day. Altogether we 
raised over £3,000.00. Watch 
out for next year’s event, 
which promises to be even bigger and better.

Early August saw the Everest Team Challenge, held over 4 days 
where a team of 4 climbed the tower over 200 times, the equivalent 
height of Everest. The team were raising money for four charities, 
one being St. Botolph’s for which they raised £1,550.00. Big thanks to 
Ian Johnson, John Prue, Kelly Slater and Steve Slater for their valiant 
efforts.



During most of 
August we have had 
the Boston Art Group 
exhibition on show 
within St Botolph’s 
with a percentage of 
all sales going to the 
parish. This amounted 
to over £400.00.

The second half of the year is looking busy, busy, busy….September 
26th sees the return of the Boston Sinfonia, this will be a very popular 
concert so make sure you buy your tickets as soon as they are 
released. Something different to look out for in October is a visit by 
a children’s theatre company for a one off performance of ‘Fenboy’, 
this combines puppets with actors and tells a local tale. 

A week long Labyrinth Festival takes place in November with different 
activities for adults and children, keep an eye on our website for more 
details. Saturday 28th November sees the return of our very popular 
Christmas Fayre so please start sorting out your odds & ends ready 
to donate to our stalls.

Bookings are coming in for events all the time, so for updated info, 
keep an eye on our website. If you are planning an event and looking 
for a venue, then look no further than our stunning church. For 
more information on venue hire, or if you would like us to host your 
fundraising event, please call our Hospitality Manager, Sue Watsham 
01205 354670.

Sue Watsham – Hospitality Manager



Report from the PCC

Since the APCM in April there have been three PCC Meetings and 
members took part in the Staff Training day held on 22 June at 
St Christopher’s, under the direction of David, Retired Bishop of 
Grimsby. 

The following officers have been elected to serve until the APCM 
in April 2016: 

Lay Chairman – Graham Stewart-Smith 
PCC Secretary – Karen Lawson 
PCC Treasurer – Sue Kitchen assisted by Gill Paul, St Thomas’s 
Treasurer 
Governance Officer- Chris Ladner 
Safeguarding Officer – Ed Wenninger 
Electoral Roll Officer – Elizabeth Haynes assisted by Juliet Tait 

There is currently a vacancy on Deanery Synod following the 
departure of M Bartlett 

Matters discussed at the meetings 

HLF Bid updates, Stump Shop, Mission & Ministry,
Conway School Site, Staffing changes, Fabric, Music & Choirs 
– short term and long term plans, Redundancies, Fund-raising, 
Cleaning, Bear Challenge 2015, Finances – incl. training re reading 
balance sheets and accounts,  

Strategic Development Plan – the only item on agenda at 21/7/15 
meeting. Sent to all on the electoral roll following agreement at 
meeting. 

Karen Lawson - PCC Secretary



Protecting the vulnerable – in church

The General Synod gave final approval to a package of proposals 
intended to take further the process of making the Church a safer 
place for children and vulnerable adults. 

Namely, by making the disciplinary processes under the Clergy 
Discipline Measure 2003 more effective where safeguarding 
issues arise. Also, the plan is strengthen the Church’s wider legal 
framework in relation to safeguarding in various ways. 

The legislation was originally introduced in February 2014 following 
a consultation launched at Synod in July 2013. Bishop Paul Butler, 
lead bishop on safeguarding said: “We all want every single one of 
our churches and institutions to be safer places and communities 
for all people; notably for children and adults at times of risk and 
harm.” He added that along with facing up to the consequences 
of the past “our emphasis has to be on prevention” stressing that, 
along with the new legislation, high quality training, safe recruiting 
and effective quality assurance needed to be implemented at every 
level of church life. 

Read more at: 

https://churchofengland.org/media-centre/news/2015/07/synod-
gives-final-approval-for-safeguarding-legislation.aspx



Visit by HRH The Princess Royal to St Botolph’s 
Church on Monday 8th June 2015.

On the afternoon of Monday 8th June 2015 
Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal took 
part in a dedication service for the restored 
Cotton Chapel and Australian Memorial at 
St Botolph’s Church. In attendance were the 
Lord Lieutenant for Lincolnshire, Mr. Toby 
Dennis, and the Archdeacon for Boston, the 
Venerable Dr Justine Allain Chapman led by 
our own Revd Aly Buxton and supported by 
Revd Steve Holt and Mr Chris Ladner. 

After the short service, during which HRH graciously agreed to do 
the reading, she viewed the restored Australian Memorial. Here 
she met our 2 masons, Phil and Tony along with Mr Douglas & 

Mrs Margaret Kenworthy 
representing the British Australia 
Society who helped with the 
funding of this restoration. 
She was then shown the 
progress we have made on a 
Heritage Lottery Funding bid by 
Mrs Sue Watsham and Mr Peter 
Coleman. 

HRH then moved on to be shown the immense amount of work 
that has taken place in the 
restoration of the Cotton Chapel 
where she met Mr Luke March of 
the National Churches Trust, Mr 
Adrian & Mrs Rosemary Isaac and 
Mr Ralph Ottey all of whom are 
Restoration Trust Supporters. 



Whilst in the Chapel she viewed the new stone heads of Tony & 
Phil Leonard and Len Medway and was presented with a Stone 

Cross from St Botolph’s 
before signing the 
Visitor’s Book. She then 
presented the Masons 
with 2 photographs of 
them with her last year 
as a present for their 
forthcoming retirement. 

Finally she went outside to be shown the temporary heating 
system we have installed post the flood of 2012 and discussed the 
operation with Mr Robert Burton and 2 of his employees before 
walking around the West End of the Church to see the proposed 
location of the new boiler house before her departure. 



 Children’s Corner

St GILES
St Giles was a hermit, someone 
who lived a quiet life of prayer 
away from other people. His 

special day is 1st 
September and 
he lived in a forest 
near Arles in 
France, sometime 
in the 9th century.

The story goes 
that he had a pet deer. One 
day the King was hunting in the 
forest and shot an arrow at this 
deer. When the huntsmen found 
the deer it was in a woodland 
clearing with St Giles. The saint 
himself was wounded by the 
arrow and held the deer in his 
arms - and all around them were 
the hunting dogs, silent and still 
as if held by an invisible power.
St Giles is the patron saint 
of cripples and beggars. His 
emblem is an arrow and in the 
United Kingdom there are over 
150 churches dedicated to him.

Woodland Words

Can you find all these words 
from the forest? The words go 
up, down, backwards, forwards 
and diagonally and some letters 
are used more than once.

M U S H R O O M S S
B H M O S D I A S L

U A O W T V K A K O
T F D L Y S S O M O
T N O G L F S R E T
E I A K E Y A D G S

R V Y C G R R E E D
F S N A K E G W O A

L M M R O W F O X O
Y E R O M A C Y S T

* ant * badger * butterfly * deer * fox * 
grass * holly * ivy * moss * mushrooms 
* oak * snake * sycamore * toadstools * 

worm *

Did you hear about the car 
with the wooden wheels and 
wooden engine?
It wooden go.

What is the smallest ant in the 
world?
An infant.
 
What do ants take when they’re 
ill?
Antibiotics.





And the congregation replied…

Down in the southern United States, there are many churches 
known as ‘answer back’ churches. When the preacher says 
something, the congregation naturally replies.
 
One Sunday, a preacher was speaking on what it would take for 
the church to become better. He said: “If this church is to become 
better, it must take up its bed, and walk.” The congregation intoned: 
“Let it walk, Preacher, let it walk.”

Encouraged by their response, he went further. “If this church is 
going to become better, it will have to throw aside its hindrances 
and run!” The congregation chanted: “Let it run, preacher, let it run!”
Now really into his message, he declared: “If this church really 
wants to become great, it will have to take up it’s wings and fly!” 
“Let it fly, Preacher, let it fly!” the congregation shouted.

The Preacher then bellowed: “If this church is going to fly, it will 
cost money!” Whereupon the congregation murmured softly: “Let 
it walk, Preacher, let it walk.”

Sudoku for Beginners



News from St Thomas’

St. Thomas’ started the summer with good news about the Spring Fayre, 
held at the end of May. The event was well supported with sponsorship 
by local businesses and visitors, and realised an increased profit over last 
year.  The funds raised and from subsequent events are essential for the 
upkeep and ongoing costs for the church. Coffee mornings and afternoon 
teas held by parishioners, each raising in excess of £180.  Thank you for all 
the contributors and visitors.

Tomo the bear, sponsored by the local community and friends, was 
entered into the Stump Bear challenge in June and successfully negotiated 
a descent by rope and raised £110. Tomo was well looked after during the 
day by Paddington the mascot bear, and kept well fed with marmalade 
sandwiches. 

Several parishioners joined in the Parish Day out in the Wolds. Although 
soggy, and the walk not taking part, all seemed to have enjoyed the day out 
visiting several country churches. 

St. Thomas’ hosted the “Called to be Saints” bible study.  The course was 
well attended and well received. In July Mary Gostelow celebrated her 
101st birthday. Mary is a regular attendee at the monthly 8am Eucharist. It is 
a pleasure to worship along aside her, and we sure would be glad to be as 
spritely as Mary if we should reach such age.

The church yard and grounds has been regularly maintained by volunteers.  
Thanks go out to Derek Coates and Alan Tosney.  Alan Tosney has been 
looking after the War Memorial, and has applied for grants, and permission 
to repair and upgrade the memorial. Two additional names of fallen 
servicemen are planned to be added to the memorial.  If successful, 75% of 
the costs would be provided, leaving the community to raise the balance. 
Squirrels, robins, holly blue butterflies are common visitors to the grounds. 
The windows of the church hall have been replaced during the year. The 
hall has been regularly hired and there are time slots available for hire on 
one off and regular events.
Upcoming events for St. Thomas’s include a fish ‘n’ chip supper and auction 
on 24th October.

Trevor Baily - Church Warden



The Friends of Boston Parish Church

I must correct myself. The Friends were started on the 29th November 
1933, and the title of the Friends then was “The Society of the Friends of 
Boston Parish Church”. We were formed at the end of the great work of 
restoration which had begun 6 years earlier. The objects of the Friends 
were to keep an eye on the fabric of the church and to assist the Parochial 
Church Council in this work but also “to support its services and music, and 
paying for special projects by money raising events”. 
The Friends’ first works were very much finishing the outstanding work of 
the defunct Restoration Committee. Gifts started to come in, and the first 
recorded was an oak cover for the font, donated by Mr and Mrs Arthur 
Bradley in memory of their daughter Doris. 

By 1948 at the 14th Annual Meeting there were 195 subscriptions received 
totalling £81.5s and 1p, the subscription being 5/- (five old shillings). 10/- for 
corporate members and £5 for life membership. The Friends reported that 
they had completed the screens in the Cotton Chapel, filling in the arches, 
and they had cleaned and restored the Royal Arms and 14th c carved heads. 
They had received stone for repairs to the Tower and were hoping to clean 
the window in the Lady Chapel. Many other “small repairs” had also been 
carried out.

Since these early days many gifts have been received through the Friends 
for the church and many donations made towards the heating, lighting, 
sounds systems, the library, the music and the latest gifts for the Puritan 
Path and a new web site. 

We bring together in common fellowship of loyalty and devotion all those 
who care for the Parish Church of St Botolph, who care so much that they 
are prepared to contribute regularly towards the cost of the maintenance 
of the fabric. We value the heritage that is ours, and even if you cannot 
join in our activities, your subscriptions, gifts and legacies, help to build up 
funds for any calls that may be made on us.

Alison Fairman – Chairman



Exams 
“A Test of Memory Not of Understanding” says Headmaster

Article from the journalism course taken by Miss Patricia Francis dated 12 
August 1968

“I sometime sit back and wonder what on earth exams are all about” 
confessed Mr Brian Brabben, the little man with big personality, who for the 
past two years has been headmaster of St Thomas’ Primary School, Boston.
This somewhat heretical view from a headmaster came as no surprise, for 
Mr Brabben has some unconventional ideas on education.
It was two days before the end of the summer term, an extremely busy 
time n any school, but it was typical of the headmaster to make time to see 
me and tell me his views on examinations.

We were sitting in his small, sparsely-furnished study which overlooked the 
school playground. Half a mile away the new St Thomas’ School buildings 
were taking shape. The only amenity of the new school already completed 
was the £1,000 swimming pool, the brain-child of Mr Brabben and paid for 
by the money-raising efforts of enthusiastic parents.

Mr Brabben said he was a little suspicious of exams. They were a test of 
memory not understanding. He was especially suspicious of the kind that 
tested the names of places and rivers. He thought the only thing they 
proved was that the child had been good and learnt his work well.
Small in stature and in his mid-forties, Mr Brabben has three school-age 
children of his own. One has only to talk to this unassuming man to 
appreciate even a little of the immense depth of his character.

Mr Brabben was careful to emphasize that he was not advocating the 
abolition of exams. What he would like to see was a re-thinking of the 
structure of them. He would like them to be a test of constructive thought, 
not merely a test of memory. He thought that undoubtedly the child who 
had a good memory came out best in exams, while the nervous child and 
also the creative child did not.

When talking about the present examination system, Mr Brabben said that 
the most satisfactory method was the new C.S.E., where the school worked 
out its own syllabus and set its own exams, and outsiders were called in just 
to establish some uniformity in the system.



Mr Brabben ran a hand through his sandy-coloured hair, looked faintly 
perplexed and concluded “If I could think of a satisfactory alternative that 
would be socially acceptable to industry and commerce, I would say let’s 
sling put exams - but I can’t”

Miss Patricia Francis

Exciting Plans for St Botolph’s Church, Boston

St Botolph’s Church, Boston is developing 
a major project entitled ‘Inspiring Journeys 
– Moving Stories’ which will tell the many 
stories associated this iconic church and 
the people who have been inspired by it 
over the centuries.

Whilst still in its development stage the £2 
million project will improve the environment 
within the church, by installing under floor 
heating and constructing porches to the 
north and south doors. It will also repair 
and restore its famous tower. 

The other main aim is to encourage more 
people to get involved with the heritage. It 
will seek to train more volunteers and working 
with partners hold a series of heritage skills 
training sessions and outreach education 
programmes.

The church is working with interpretation 
and activity plan consultants, architects and 
potential partners to develop the project 
further. 

There is still a lot of work to do but the church is looking to submit 
a 1st stage application to the Heritage Lottery Fund by the middle 



of November 2015. We will hear if we have been successful by the 
end of March 2016.

For more information please contact Project Development 
Officer Peter Coleman on 01472 398637 

phcoleman@supanet.com or 07887943125.

The Books of Boston Parish Library

This is an article submitted by Ernie Napier who found it amongst 
his late wife Pauline’s papers. It was probably written in 2004. 
The Library Committee had been formed in 1996 and, by 2004, 
the conservation and cataloguing of the library books was well 
underway.

The Parish Library has between 1,300 
and 1,500 books some of which 
contain several volumes bound 
together. Originally the Project 
planned simply to catalogue thee 
books, but it was soon apparent that 
many of them needed conservation 
and repair. A professional survey 
was carried out and estimates were 
sought for the work. Valentines of 
Stirling quoted £75,000 plus V.A.T. to 
repair 790 books. We, then, set about 
looking for funds to cover both the 
books and the cataloguing. In the 
meantime, members of the local 

branch of The National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts 
offered to clean and dress the books. It took teams of four ladies 
working at least one day each week, 18 months to complete the 
work and we are very grateful to them. The process of restoration 
of the books is still going on and the fifth batch of books was taken 
to Scotland at the beginning of June. 450 books have either been 



conserved or are in the course of such work.

Some interesting finds have been revealed. The first batch went to 
Valentines in February 2002 and included a Latin Dictionary (1534) 
which contained loose handwritten papers and vellum concealed 
between the inner and outer casing of the book. These were in 
Latin and are thought to have been written by a priest, probably 
pre-dating the book by 200 years. At present copies are with an 
expert in Lincoln for his comment and possible translation. Another 
book contained fragments of a possible 8th century manuscript. 
Yet another, published in 1566, had hidden papers of erotic poetry 
written in Greek. Other finds soon emerged – Remains of Britain – 
A history of Britain—written by William Camden (1551 – 1623) who 
was an English antiquarian, historian and topographer. It carries an 
inscription giving the book to a Mr. Mercator. We think this is the son 
of the famous Mercator who devised the method of representing 
the Earth’s sphere on a flat sheet of paper.

We have four copies of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. One, dated 1563, 
was bought from a butcher’s shop in Bath by the Antiquarian 
Librarian at the Bodleian Library. It is a first edition, but was 
imperfect. At some point a second copy was used to improve ours. 
A later copy, dated 1537, was donated to our library by a Dental 
Surgeon from Boston Mass. As may be expected, there are a large 
number of Bibles. Amongst them is a very rare 15th century Bible 
in Latin (1497) – the only other known copy is in Manchester. We 
have a 1583 Baskerville Bible. It is a large book, bound in tooled 
leather and heavily decorated with brass. The Baskerville Bible was 
one of the earliest to use very clear and precise type-face.

A number of sermons and speeches have come to light in the 
form of pamphlets bound together. Twenty-five copies of a speech 
delivered by Archbishop Laud   were printed in1637. Our Parish 
Library contains No. 21 of only 20 remaining in existence. A set of 
13 pamphlets bound together in the form of a prayer book include 
a Thanksgiving for the delivery from the Great Fire of London and 



for Release from a Popish Plot. There is also a set of 16 Quaker 
Pamphlets, almost unique, as there is only one other known copy in 
the world. Other, controversial at the time, include church writings 
claiming that the church was not established by Christ (1700).  
And a collection of sermons preached in 1684 thanking God for 
deliverance from the Rye House Plots and others preached after 
the Monmouth Rebellion 1685.

Ed - More on the library in the next issue of the Pilgrim’s News.

Susan Ward – A Volunteer

I was born and brought up in Boston and although my family were 
connected with another church the Stump was always seen as an 
important part of the town. My first memory of the Stump dates 
from the 1960’s when I was at primary school visit, the whole class 
went up the tower.  The teacher took us to the bell room, opened 
a trapdoor and told us to lean right over the hole as he held on to 
us. I’m not sure what he hoped to achieve and my main memory 
of that visit is being terrified the stitching on the back of my coat, 
which the teacher was holding, would give way and I would fall 
through the hole. Unimaginable today!

In 2014 I was unemployed and looking for 
a part time voluntary office job for a charity. 
I wanted to go back to doing admin work 
after a break and I was doing a part time IT 
course and thought an actual job would 
be useful experience and also provide an 
up to date reference. When I saw the job 
at the Stump advertised I thought it would 
be ideal. I filled in an application form, was 
interviewed and accepted.
I have done a range of  tasks, when I first 
started in 2014 I worked in the office in 
the Blenkin Memorial Hall for two or three 



sessions a week, the work mainly related to the aftermath of the 
December 2013 flood, at that time I was typing up emails which 
were dictated to me and filing. 

In April 2015 I started working in the office in the church itself as 
a member of the Hospitality Team. The tasks I am given now are 
quite varied. I have helped with work relating to the Boston Bear 
Challenge, school visits, concerts, the new guide book and the HLF 
bid to name just a few. I answer the phone and assist visitors when 
no one else is in the office which usually means taking messages, 
helping with simple queries or finding someone who can help.  
I also do a number of miscellaneous tasks from time to time as 
required such as counting sweets putting them in bags and pricing 
them, printing, laminating, preparing flyers, etc.
I have found the work very interesting and rewarding, the staff and 
volunteers are friendly and helpful and the experience will be useful 
in my job search, I would recommend volunteering here to anyone, 
there is a number of different roles to suit all types of people.

Sue is a valued member of our volunteer team here at the church, 
and we would like to thank her and all our volunteers for the time, 
and experience they bring to St. Botolph’s. We are always on the 
look-out for new volunteers for our Stump Shop, Coffee Shop and 
also as Tour Guides and as Greeters. We ask for a minimum of 3 
hours, in return you will receive full training, on-going support, a 
very warm welcome, and lots of laughs. To find out more call our 
Hospitality Manager, Sue Watsham, 01205 354670. 

St Botolph’s Church Tours

2015 has seen a record demand for tours around the Stump. Our 
team of volunteer tour guides have shown many diverse groups 
around the building, ranging from local school children and church 
groups to the Northern Architectural History Society and a group 
of American rabbis.



We’re hoping to build on the progress we’ve made this year and to 
do so we’d like to train more guides and deliver more tours. The 
building has a fascinating history and teaching people about it and 
about the role it has played in major events is one way to ensure it 
is appreciated and preserved for future generations.

If you’re interested in getting involved we’d love to hear from you. 
You don’t need to be an expert as we’ll offer training, so if you’re 
enthusiastic about the church and its history and willing to learn 
please do get in touch with Karen Lawson, the PCC secretary at 
pcc@parishofboston.co.uk or call William in the office on 01205 
354670. Please also get in touch if you or a group you’re involved 
with would like to take a tour.

Sudoku for Beginners Solution



What’s coming up in the Parish in September & October

 

September 

5th - Parish Conference – St Thomas’ Church Hall
20th - Battle of Britain Civic Service – St Botolph’s
26th - Boston Sinfonia Concert – St Botolph’s
 
October
 
9th - Hospice Care Week Coffee Morning in St Botolph’s
11th - RSCM Festival – St Botolph’s
15th - Grammar School Charter Day – St Botolph’s
17th - Parish Pilgrimage – Norwich Cathedral
24th - Transported presents “Fen Boy” – St Botolph’s
 
For all events see Pew Sheets & Notice Boards for more detail.

Stump Coffee Shop
Volunteers wanted to help keep 

this amenity running especially on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. If you 
can spare a couple of hours please 
contact Sue Watsham, Hospitality 

Manager, 
on 01205 354670

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 28th November 2015

In St Botolph’s Church
From 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pelo Hairsalon
16 Wormgate, Boston, PE21 6NR

01205 359527

Blenkin Memorial Hall
To hire the hall please contact 

Sue Kitchen on 
01205 316130

St Christopher’s Hall
To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth on 
01205 351461

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor on 
01205 367467

To advertise here please contact our Communications Manager 
Mr Peter Hainsworth on 01205 362864 or via email on 

communications.manager@parishofboston.co.uk



WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF BOSTON

Revd Alyson Buxton
Team Rector

Revd Steve Holt
Associate Rector

Chris Ladner
Lay Reader

Graham Stewart-Smith
Lay Chairman

Sue Kirk
Church Warden

Trevor Baily
Church Warden

Mike Haynes
Church Warden

Rod Paul
Church Warden

Peter Hainsworth
Communications Manager

Angie Kisby
Fabric Manager

Sue Kitchen
Finance and Fundraising Manager

Sue Watsham
Hospitality Manager

Karen Lawson
PCC Secretary

Vacant
Curate

Peter Coleman
HLF Bid Manager

Will Culley
Admin Apprentice

This magazine kindly sponsored by

www.ringroselaw.co.uk


