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Dear Friends,
During the next two months the church’s year moves from a season
of remembrance, repentance and then the celebrations of the
Christmas season. In Steve’s article further on in The Pilgrim News
he talks about the importance and meaning of taking time to
‘remember’. I would like us to think about what it means to see
through the tinsel and the turkey and to concentrate on the real
reason for the season.
It reminds me of a story about a wealthy man who, with his devoted
young son, shared a passion for art collecting. Over the years they
bought hundreds of priceless treasures; all of them hanging on the
wall of their family estate.
War broke out, and the son left to serve his country. Sadly within a
few short weeks his father received news that his son had died while
rushing an injured soldier to the medic.
Distraught and lonely, the old man faced Christmas alone. On
Christmas morning, there was a knock at the door and when the
man opened it he was greeted by a soldier with a large package in his
hand. He was a friend of his son.
They began to talk and the soldier said to him "I'm an artist and I
want to give you this." As the old man unwrapped the package, it
revealed a portrait of the man's son. Though the world would never
consider it the work of a genius, the painting featured the young
man's face in striking detail. Overcome with emotion, the man
thanked the soldier, promising to hang the picture above the
fireplace. The painting of his son soon became his most prized
possession, far eclipsing any interest in the pieces for which
museums around the world clamored.

2

The following year the man died and his estate and paintings were
put up for auction.
Collectors form around the world gathered. The auction began with
the painting of his son.
The room was silent. "Who will open the bidding” From the back of
the room came, "Who cares about that painting? It's just a picture of
his son. Let's forget it and go on to the good stuff." More voices
echoed in agreement. "No, we have to sell this one first," replied the
auctioneer.
Finally, a friend of the old man spoke. "Will you take ten pounds for
the painting? That's all I have. I knew the boy, so I'd like to have it."
The gavel fell. Cheers filled the room and someone exclaimed, "Now
we can get on with it and we can bid on these treasures!" The
auctioneer looked at the audience and announced the auction was
over.
Stunned disbelief quieted the room. Someone spoke up and asked,
"What do you mean it's over? We didn't come here for a picture of
this man’s son. The auctioneer replied, "It's very simple. According
to the will of the father, whoever takes the son . . . gets it all!"
This Christmas time may the wonder
of the Son fill our homes because
when we ‘get’ the Son we truly have
it all.
Blessings from us all in the ‘Team’ in
the Parish of Boston to you all this
Christmas time.

Aly

Team Rector for the Parish of
Boston
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Hospitality Team Message
The past two months have been
busy, fun and a few surprises
along the way.
First I would like to welcome our
new volunteers and give a huge
‘Thank You’ to our regular team.
We now have our Gift Shop open 7 days a week and from
5th October the Coffee Shop is open 6 days a week for the
run up to Christmas. Talking of
Christmas, our new seasonal stock is now
on display and selling well. Our loyal
team of volunteers put in their time to
make all of this possible. To encourage
you to pop in and take a look around, we
are offering you a voucher for a cup of tea
or coffee for just 50p. Simply cut out the
coupon on the inside of the back page of
The Pilgrim News and bring it along to our
Coffee Shop.
During September we had another successful evening being
entertained by Boston
Sinfonia, over 150 people
came along and enjoyed an
evening being entertained by
this high class orchestra.
October we hosted a full day
of activities organised by St.
Barnabas, Lincolnshire. This
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included a busy coffee morning
which raised £80 for the charity, an
afternoon network event, and an
evening with Boston Woodwind
Orchestra. By contrast, October also
saw a performance of ‘Fenboy’, a
children’s theatre piece which was
organised by our friends at
Transported.
So what’s planned between now and Christmas? Beginning
of November we have an art exhibition from the patients of
St. Barnabas. An important date for your diary is 28th
November when we will be holding our Christmas Fayre, the
committee is working hard and it’s going
to be a fun, family event.
And it wouldn’t be Christmas without
‘Panto’, yes we will be hosting a
performance by Boston College of that
old favourite, ‘Cinderella’. Boston schools
will be invited and tickets will be available
from our gift shop for just £1.50. So come
along and make sure Cinders gets to the ball and meets her
prince Charming.
Sue Watsham
General Manager – Activities
.
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Report from the PCC
A meeting was held on 22 September. Matters discussed
included:Stump Souvenirs Limited - The appointment of two new
directors was confirmed: Sue Watsham and Sue Kirk. The
directors are now: Revd Alyson Buxton, Mrs Beryl
Rathbourne, Mrs Sue Watsham and Miss Sue Kirk. The
Company Secretary is Mrs Karen Lawson. The shop sales
are growing and the Christmas stock is selling well.
Finances - The Bear Challenge raised £3000 incl. Gift Aid.
The summer months have seen an increase in income
compared to the last few years. A comprehensive financial
report is prepared for each meeting.
Music & Children Fund - discussions re grants and annual
awards to the fund.
HLF - updates given. A number of meetings have taken
place involving local and regional advisors who are now
satisfied with the plans. The bid has to be submitted by midNovember.
Karen Lawson
PCC Secretary
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Report from the PCC Social Committee
Seventy parishioners enjoyed an excellent 2-course
HARVEST LUNCH at St Thomas’s Church Hall on 4
October. The team of Gill Paul, Marlene Briggs, Beryl
Rathbourne and Karen Lawson worked very hard to
produce a wonderful display of cold meats, salads and
puddings. Their husbands toiled behind the scenes fetching
and carrying and also tried to obey orders. Thanks to Trevor
Baily for his help with the Hall.

David Scoot was once again in charge of
the Produce Auction. It was a lively auction
with boxes of vegetables, cakes, bread and
bags of onions selling well. Thanks to all
who donated produce to the auction or
prizes to the raffle. At the time of going to
press the profit for
the event is approx.
£400
and
the
nominated charity is
WATERAID.
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As We Remember
November is a month of remembrance and thanksgiving for
those who have died and have been involved in war.
We think of World War 1, the war to end all wars, then World
War 2, but we also think of conflicts since. The Falklands, two
Gulf Wars in Iraq and the conflict in Afghanistan. All of these
have claimed lives not least lives of those who were on active
service.
There is some disagreement over the more recent conflicts,
were the outcomes and motives good enough to justify the
losses of human life involved? However there should be no
hesitation in recognising the sacrifice of those in our armed
forces who act on the instruction of our democratic government,
regardless of the danger into which they are placed on our
behalf. Whilst we are able to get on with our lives and enjoy
peace with our families, they face daily danger separated from
their loved ones.
Inevitably at this time of year we also remember all of those
who have gone before us. Some
died after peaceful long lives for
which we give thanks, others died
after their own battles perhaps
against dreadful diseases which
claimed their lives.
Remembering those who have
died is important and a shared
human experience, giving thanks
and showing our respect for our
war veterans is essential. There is
a clearly a growing national sense
of pride and debt shown towards
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those who pay a heavy price for
their bravery in performing their
duties in service for their country.
This is not at any time to glorify war
which must only ever be regarded
as a tragic waste of human
resources and human life. If ever
we take up arms we should do so in sorrow not anger and if we
are victorious in war there should be no rejoicing, only bitter
regret that such a costly victory be called for. That is why it is so
important that we hear the words and exhortations made for
peace.
In the words of Mahatma Ghandi, “Peace is not something that
you wish for. It is something that you make, something that you
do, something that you are, something that you give away.”
If we really want to honour those who died in war, then we must
set ourselves the task of building a more peaceful loving world
for our children and generations to come. You and I may never
be called to engage in war but we are each one of us obliged to
work for peace, to turn swords into ploughshares.
This month is the time we pay our respects to those who have
shown the great values of honour, integrity and sacrifice of
themselves for others. As we do this, we do well to remind
ourselves that we are called to live like this ourselves every
day. We may not be called to carry firearms, but we are
expected to take up the fight against injustice and to work for
peace and this is how we respond to God’s love for us shown in
Christ.

Steve
Associate Rector for the Parish of Boston
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Stump Snaps!
Every edition we shall bring you some of the more familiar
faces who have popped in to visit us...

Sue Watsham with The Mayor of Boston – Coun.
Richard Austin, Mayoress Coun. Alison Austin
and representatives from St Barnabas

Ernie Napier, Charles Hanson,
Sue Watsham and Sue Kitchen

Delegation from the Church of Sweden with
subdean of Lincoln cathedral Canon John Patrick

Revd Steve Holt with Nathaniel and
Ralph Ottey

Ice Road Trucker Rick Yemm with
Revd Steve Holt
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St Botolph’s Mothers Union
For several years Mothers’ Union Groups around the county
have collected tins of Baked Beans to give students at
Lincoln University during Freshers Week.
St Botolph’s Mothers’ Union branch, with members from our
three churches, have played their part and donated several
dozen tins. Also given to students is a basic book – ‘Recipes
for Students’, which is invaluable for self-caterers!
Mothers’ Union Members countrywide voluntarily provide
support for students at Lincoln University throughout the
academic year.
The next monthly meeting of St Botolph’s Mothers’ Union
will be at St Thomas’ church hall at 12:30pm on November
3rd. This will be an open meeting with ‘bring and share’ lunch
and our speaker will be Reverend Alan Taylor.
All Welcome!
Jacky Breakwick

11

Looking after St. Botolph’s Church
My work involves looking after the interior &
exterior of St. Botolph’s Church. Being an
Architect, this position suits me very well as
naturally, I adore this wonderful building and
share the passion which so many others
have for it. The building itself, the grounds
and the internal fixtures and contents need
constant inspection and attention. My brief is
to keep the church and the Blenkin Hall
presented to a high standard and to create a
quality space for our worshippers and
visitors. This is no easy task, due mainly to
the vast scale of the church and the number
of items within it.
My role is fascinating due to the rich and eclectic mix of valuable
and historic areas and objects which are rightly held in high
revere by our regular congregations and the local community. St.
Botolph’s is much admired by the many visitors who travel from
all over the globe to spend time here. I am working on improving
the cleanliness of the two buildings and
maintaining a high level of presentation. This
gargantuan, beautiful and inspiring church
deserves no less.
I am currently working on a decluttering
project of both buildings, removing poor
quality items which do not add to the visual
environment and finding homes for objects
which need better presentation or are not
being fully utilised. This will provide more
focussed worship spaces, more comfortable
hospitality areas and a better offering for
hirers of the Blenkin Hall.
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I am encouraging links with organisations which
can assist me such as SPAB (the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings) who are running
three training sessions at St. Botolphs this
Autumn where myself and others can learn how
best to clean the various items of stone, wood,
marble, linen and silver, to name a few. I hope to
build upon this so that St. Botolph’s becomes
recognised in this field as both a venue for skills
and a place of good practice.
Projects in progress at present are the new boiler house
extension adjacent to the south side of the tower which will be
progressing throughout the winter. I have just checked in with the
archaeologist to see whether he has found anything that may
boost our finances as he inspects the excavations for the
foundations! The Blenkin Hall ground floor office project will soon
be completed. Improvements can be seen around the external
grounds where our caretaker has started extensive weeding of
the paved areas, following a period of neglect.
I am available on Tuesdays and Thursdays if you have any
comments and suggestions. If you feel a passion for looking after
a particular part of St. Botolph’s or would like to keep your
favourite object sparkling, please come and talk to me. In the next
edition of The Pilgrim News I will look at some specifics and focus
on one of the fabric team volunteers. In the meantime please
check out my weekly Facebook posts where I write ‘Angie’s
Alluring Anecdotes’.
4

or slumber to mine eyelids,
I will not give sleep to mine eyes,

5
a habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.
until I find out a place for the LORD,
Psalm 132
Angie Kisby – Fabric Manager
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Christmas Gift Shop
Come and visit our Christmas shop, we have lots of new items
available which would be perfect as Christmas gifts!

John Rutter Christmas Album £10.99. Christmas at Kings College –
£7.99. Christmas Joy - £10.99

Large Lanterns – 2 for £15.00
Small Lanterns – 2 for £9.99

Large Carousel £24.99, Mouse music
box £9.99, Santa sleigh £19.99

Santa Advent Calendar £19.99

Christmas Candles - £3.99
Heart shaped Candle holders - £3.95
each or buy 2 get one free.

Christmas Carousels from £3.99
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Finance report for the period to 30th September
2015
We have had some excellent months in July and August
which have helped to boost our income this year together with
the Sunday afternoon openings. Overall income is up by 50%
compared to the previous year as detailed in the chart below.
The music and children fund is a new income source and
consists of collections at baptisms and the Bear Challenge
which raised £3,000. There have been 8 weddings in the
chuch this year. The Christmas fayre, Christmas shop and
Charity Christmas cards will bring income to help our funds in
the winter months.
Income comparison
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Church income

Church shop

Coffee Shop
2015

Gift Aid
Donations

Music and
Children Fund

2014

Expenditure is coming down as buying is being controlled to
ensure the best prices are obtained for all goods. For example
the cost of the votive candles has been reduced by 20% by
shopping around for the best prices at the time of purchasing.
In summary the overall picture is improving but it will take time
for certain savings to appear.
Sue Kitchen
General Manager – Admin
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The Books of Boston Parish Library
In last month’s Parish Magazine we published the first part
of an article written by the late Pauline Napier about the
Parish Library and some of the books it contains. We
continue with notes on some more of the library’s
noteworthy contents.
The only manuscript in the library comes from the 12th century. In
Latin on vellum and partially illuminated, it was handwritten in
Pontefract and is copy of “A Commentary on the Book of Genesis”
originally by St. Augustine of Hippo. The date is given as 1170. On
one of the fly leaves it is noted as being a gift of The Reverend
William Skelton Master of Arts Rector of Conisby (Coningsby).
There were three William Skeltons in
the 17th century who were Rectors of
Coningsby, so it is unclear which of
them made the gift and to whom the
gift was made. The latest find is a
book of Muggletonian tracts written
between 1684 and 1696. The
Muggletonians were a 17th century
Christina Sect who thought the world
would
end
when
the
last
Muggletonian died.
Items with local connections are also
well represented. A handwritten note
in a Book of Psalms claimed that
that particular edition of psalms was
used by the Rev. John Cotton during his time at the Emmanuel
College, Cambridge – an Elizabethan, Puritan foundation. Another
book has an inscription by the author, William du Pond, to Rev.
John Kelsall who was Vicar of Boston. There is a book of
engravings by F. D. L. Griggs which includes one of Boston Stump
and an edition (1838) of Pishey Thompson’s History and Antiquities
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of Boston and three copies of the revised and enlarged edition from
1856.
Dennis’s Devout Singer’s Delight by William Dennis created a great
deal of interest. It is a hand written book of music and words –
hymns, canticles, psalms, anthems etc. Many have been given local
village names – such as Wrangle and Spilsby. Several experts have
looked at the book and opinion varies. It is likely that it is a book of
Gallery Music. Mr. Dennis probably travelled round to churches or
chapels that had no organ.
He played the tunes to the
congregations who could learn and sing them. There was some
disagreement as to whether the music was written for the Church of
England, the Baptists or the Methodists.
Apart the Parish Records of baptisms, marriages and funerals, we
have a large number of photographs and engravings and other
church documents as well as bound volumes of the Parish
Magazine from 1893, but with a few missing years. A handwritten
list of Parish Confirmation Candidates from 1853 – 1904 is part of
the collection. It gives personal details which would not have been
included in the usual church records. Rev. Heygate, Vicar of
Boston from 1905 – 1916 kept a diary noting events in the church
and town, including what seems to be regular visits at the beginning
of World War One. There is a book dealing with the moral
improvement of prisoners in Lincoln gaol, along with a scrapbook
that belonged to Canon Blenkin, and a photograph album 1880 –
1900.
At the time of writing this (probably in 2004) Pauline tells that
just over 1,000 books had been catalogued and 524 of these
were printed before 1800. The books were printed in England,
France, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Scotland and
Switzerland. They were written in many languages: Aramaic,
English, French, Hebrew, Latin, Greek, Italian, Norwegian and
Spanish.
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A Day in the Life of Sue Kitchen
General Manager - Admin
I was born and bred in Bratoft, a little village 7 miles west of
Skegness. My mum lived there all her life (74 years) and my
dad still lives there. In 1990 I moved 1 mile up the road to
Irby in the Marsh.
I qualified as a Certified Accountant in 1995 working for a
firm of Chartered Accountants in Skegness where I became
a partner in 2005 and Managing Partner in 2007. I am also
currently an independent examiner for 10 churches in my
local area. My speciality during my time in the accountancy
practice was charity accounts and audit.
In 2013 I decided it was time for a change and went on to
teach accountancy qualifications and English and Maths at
a local college. In November 2014 the job advert for Boston
Stump caught my eye and I felt I had to apply and was lucky
enough to get the position (despite being unable to speak
properly at interview due to having the flu)
I am an early riser usually up by 5.00 am and get up to feed
my two cats. My husband gets up at 5.45 and then we have
the routine of getting ready for work, feeding the wild birds
and our 10 budgies in the aviary. I am spoilt on a daily basis
as my husband gets my car out of the garage for me.
Leaving home it is a 30-40 minute drive (depending on farm
vehicles and lorries) down the B1195 from Irby to Spilsby
and then the A16 to Boston. As I approach Keal and come
down the hill I can see the Stump in the distance and still
cannot believe that this is my workplace.
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Arriving at the Blenkin Hall I settle down to start my work of
keeping the financial records up to date. This involves
recording and banking income, paying expenses and
reconciling the bank account. I also ensure we are buying
goods at the best possible prices. The end of the month is
usually busy as I then prepare monthly figures for
presentation to the PCC.
I have recently taken on a new role of fundraising – writing
bids for the Music and Children’s and the Restoration Trust.
This is a new area for me and because of this I have
enrolled myself on an online Certificate in Fundraising
Course.
My Sunday job is that of a Lay Reader and I was licensed in
2010. I have been lucky enough to now take part in two
services here, one as a Deacon and also preaching at
Evensong...
I have been made to feel
welcome by all at the Parish of
Boston and still have to pinch
myself that I am combining my
two favourite things on a daily
basis church and accounts.
Thank you to you all for
welcoming me both in my work
and ministerial role.
Sue Kitchen
General Manager - Admin
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Your page
Each edition we would like to include a page which you can
contribute to. This may be recipes, poems or a picture.
Simply send in your contribution either to the Stump Office
or via email to verger@parishofboston.co.uk.

Countdown to Christmas
Shop tills ring out the good news.
Crowds jostle in the store
Are there only three days left
until the great day?
No, it’s only October.
Decorations hang in the market place
A Christmas tree stands by the church
Are there only two days left
until the great day?
No, its only November.
Crowds have left the centre of town
They have gone home to their families
There is only one day left
until Christmas day
when a sprinkling of December snow
lies outside the stable
where a baby will be born
Patricia Francis

Please submit your entry to this page by 4th December 2015 to be included in
the next edition. We may not always be able to publish all the articles
received.
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What’s on in The Parish of
Boston?

November
All Souls Service – St Botolph’s
Boston’s big switch on with BBC Lincolnshire’s Scott &
Carla – St Botolph’s
Coffee Morning – St Christopher’s

1st – 4:30pm
1st – 6:00pm
2nd – 10:00am

St Barnabas Patients Art Exhibition - St Botolph’s
Boston College perform War Poems & Songs –
St Botolph’s
Lincolnshire Music Concert – St Botolph’s

Now – 6th
11th – 1:00pm

Christmas Fayre

28th – 10:00am
– 3:00pm

21st – 7:00pm

December
Boston College presents – ‘Cinderella’
Tickets: £1.50 from Stump Shop
St Botolph’s
Radio Lincolnshire Carol Concert – St Botolph’s

9th – Time TBC
13th – 6:00pm

Family Carol Service – St Botolph’s

16th – 7:00pm

Food Bank Carol Service – St Christopher’s

20th – 3:00pm

Nativitytingle – St Thomas’

20th – 4:00pm

Family Carols by Candlelight

24th – 6:00pm
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Colouring Competition

- WIN A BOSTON BEAR –
Simply colour in the picture above and
submit to the parish office before the 20th
December 2015 for your chance to win one
of our Boston Bears!
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Pelo Hairsalon
16 Wormgate, Boston,
PE21 6NR

Volunteers Wanted
Volunteers needed on Monday &
Thursdays to serve in our coffee
shop.
If you are interested please email
Sue Watsham at
hospitality@parishofboston.co.uk
or call
01205 354670

Tour Guides Wanted
Volunteer tours guides required for
St Botolph Church tours.
You don’t have to be an expert as
training will be provided.
If you are interested please contact
Karen Lawson at
pcc@parishofboston.co.uk
or call
01205 354670

The Parish of Boston Hall Hire
Blenkin Memorial Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Sue Kitchen on
01205 316130

St Christopher’s Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please
contact Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

Boston Stump Coffee
Shop Voucher
Simply bring this voucher to our coffee shop to
claim your cup of tea or coffee for just 50p!
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH OF BOSTON

Revd Alyson Buxton
Team Rector

Revd Steve Holt
Associate Rector

Chris Ladner
Lay Reader

Graham Stewart-Smith
Lay Chairman

Sue Kirk
Church Warden

Trevor Baily
Church Warden

Mike Haynes
Church Warden

Rod Paul
Church Warden

Adam Kelk
Verger

Angie Kisby
Fabric Manager

Sue Kitchen
General Manager –
Admin

Sue Watsham
General Manager Activities

Karen Lawson
PCC Secretary

Vacant
Curate

Peter Coleman
HLF Bid Manager

Will Culley
Admin Apprentice

This magazine kindly sponsored by
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