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  Let everything that has breath 

       praise the Lord. 

        Psalm 150 



 

We’re reaching the end of what has been believe it or not, summer and it will soon 
be time to pack away that summer wardrobe and the patio furniture until next year. 
Our focus now shifts as we prepare to embark on the period of the church 
calendar that isn’t allowed to anticipate Christmas yet. By this, I mean Harvest and 
Remembrance. In both events, the world outside our church is brought into sharp 
focus.  
For Harvest, we celebrate “all good gifts around us” that provide for our daily 
needs. In some larger towns and cities, it is easy to become quite divorced from 
the source of much of our food; whereas in this part of Lincolnshire we can easily 
stock up on all manner of produce grown, reared, picked or harvested within a 
short distance from our front doors. And so, we thank God for providing the 
means, the people with the skills and perseverance, the weather and the 
opportunity to share in his wonderful Harvest. At Remembrance, we don’t share in 
abundance, but in loss and separation. We remember those whose lives were 
given so that we can continue to do things such as celebrate Harvest. 
Remembrance is a time for us all to stop and take stock of the cost of warfare. 
Lives cut short, innocents caught unwittingly in war games co-ordinated by powers 
beyond their shores, friends transformed into enemies because of national 
identities or ideological differences. The names that are carved in stone and family 
history are reminders that there may be a need to confront evil whatever the 
potential cost.  Depressingly, we are only too well aware that lessons are not 
always learned from history. At this present time, there are wars raging in areas of 
the world, some of which are merely a footnote in our newspapers. When we are 
made aware of these situations, we stand united in our abhorrence of injustice, we 
pray for those who suffer, we petition and plead with God and government to see 
peace reign. 
And when we meet for Harvest and Remembrance we remember both God’s gift 
of food and also his gift of life. God’s compassionate love for his whole creation 
that gives gifts of food for both righteous and unrighteous; his compassionate love 
for his whole creation that gives gifts of freedom for each member to choose 
whether to be a blessing or a curse to their neighbour.  
Harvest reminds us of ways that God’s gifts to us are well used; how generosity, 
hospitality and kindness build community and love. Remembrance reminds us 
what happens when God’s gift of freedom is abused; how selfishness, jealousy 
and intolerance destroy community and love. It’s our decision to choose how we 
use God’s gift of life: The  Old  Testament  people  were  encouraged  in  their  
Harvest  celebrations  (The Feast of Tabernacles) not just to remember the 
goodness of God in the Harvest, but also their delivery out of slavery in Egypt.  In 
the New Testament, the early church didn’t just thank God for the bread on their 
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A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 
hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a group of 
Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all requests 

received. Contact: Revd Margaret: m.brewster789@btinternet.com 

Weddings and Baptisms 

The clergy at the Parish of Boston run a pastoral surgery for wedding and 

baptism bookings every Saturday morning between 9am and 12pm. This is 

the only time that weddings or baptisms can be booked. 

To make an appointment please contact William on 

william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk or telephone the office 

(Mon-Fri) on 01205 310929 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR BAPTISM 

BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 

tables, but also for the bread of eternal life; Jesus. However, God didn’t call his 
people just to get stuck in the past.  Yes, he called them to remember, but also to 
respond.  The Feast of Tabernacles was completed by a day of thanksgiving 
offerings to God.  In the New Testament, the early church was not just told to 
remember what Jesus did, but  to  actively  respond  and  tell  others  of  his  love,  
action,  death,  resurrection and gift of eternal life.  This year, as we come to 
Remembrance Sunday, let us remember not to just go back, but to remember to 
respond to God’s challenge for us to do His will in the world today.  What should 
that response be? The  prophet  Micah  and  the gospel  writer  Matthew  record  
God’s  challenge  to  us in  two  complementary ways.  
“He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of 
you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 
6:8) “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And remember I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 19)  
These two verses give us the same message. Remember and respond by loving 
God and your neighbour as yourself. 
  

               Sreve 



Poem season 
 

Gathered in 

All is safely gathered in 
Frozen, cured or sealed in tin, 
Then sent quickly off to store, 
Tesco, Aldi, many more. 
 
There the seasons are no more 
As they were in days of yore, 
Summer fruits in winter days, 
Far away they’re grown and raised. 

 
Autumn treats in Spring to choose 
And even more exotic foods, 
Things we never knew when young 
Brought to us from lands far flung. 
 
All to satisfy our taste, 
Tons of which will go to waist, 
And supermarket shelves to fill, 
Yet millions are starving still. 
 
So just remember while you feast 
On food from north, south, west and 
east 
And celebrating this harvest 
To spare a thought for those with 
less.  
    
             

            By  Allan Lewis 



The Importance of Harvest 
The time of harvest is one of the most important 

phases of the agricultural calendar since it marks a 

point in time when the crops have survived natural 

disasters and are ready to be gathered in. In the past, 

the period in late summer just before the harvest 

could be a time of famine because of poor harvests 

the preceding season or an inability to store food from 

the last harvest. It is not surprising then that the autumn harvest festivals were 

such joyous times, for they heralded the end of this all too frequent seasonal 

famine and ushered in a time of plenty. There have been harvest celebrations 

for as long as people have gathered seasonally abundant food for storage 

and later consumption. 

The Harvest Home celebrations of earlier times are dying out as the number 

of people engaged in farming declines because of mechanization, and as 

urban populations become disconnected from the actual growing of crops. In 

the past, the whole rural community worked together to harvest crops before 

the storms of late autumn arrived. The first or last fruits of the harvest were 

often accorded special religious significance and either offered to the gods, or 

kept safe as a talisman to be used to protect the planting of the crop next 

season. Cutting of the last sheaf and 

carrying it in procession to shelter 

symbolized the bringing of the 

harvest home, and was greeted with 

great rejoicing accompanied by 

music, dancing, and elaborate 

feasting. 

In the United States, Thanksgiving 

Day celebrates the first harvest of 

Dutch and English settlers who 

arrived in America almost four 

hundred years ago aboard the Mayflower.  



Boston and South Holland 
I spotted a notice pinned to the board at the entrance to Witham Way Country 

Park which invited people to join a free wood carving group. Free is excellent 

as far as I am concerned and I made a note of the date.  

At the allotted time Peter Tree, the professional chair maker and carver, 

supplied us with a piece of pallet wood and a range of gouges supplied by 

Transported, who were the instigators and funders of our venture.  After a 

short demonstration we were asked who wanted to have a go and we were 

off; that simple pallet wood was transformed into oak leaves and fish, and we 

were hooked.  

After the initiation we were let loose on a piece of oak and carved alongside 

each other for a number of months creating the pieces that can be viewed as 

you walk along to the river. We learned a lot about carving and about each 

other, and although we were a diverse bunch of individuals, friendships grew. 

Transported were a wonderful support to us throughout this time and we were 

nurtured as the group developed. We enjoyed free use of tools and wood and 

advice, until the day came when the apron strings were partially severed. We 

were to learn to walk unaided and as toddlers we floundered for a while 

before we began to find our feet. The winter months were challenging and we 

needed to keep moving or freeze to the spot. At this juncture Transported 

found us indoor space to carve, but the first venue did not work out and we 



Wood Carvers  
felt isolated as we rarely met 

anyone else. 

After knocking on a number of 

doors asking for a room we were 

invited to work in St Botolph’s 

Church, our very own Boston 

Stump. It has proved to be an 

amazing place in which to carve 

our wood. Words are inadequate 

to describe the sense of history and belonging or the peace and calm to be 

found within those ancient walls, even the almost imperceptible echo made by 

craftsman’s tools over the aeons.  

We enjoy meeting people from all over the world. We share expertise and 

wood and fruit and vegetables (one French group swapped a plant for a 

mouse) and jam and memories and ideas and companionship, and we even 

have the occasional disagreement. But we are proud to be called the Boston 

and South Holland Wood Carvers (B&SHWC).  
 

Our big project has been bubbling for over a year now, it is the ‘Tribute to the 

Local Fishermen’. The idea has developed steadily and we have been gifted 

by the Waynflete Charitable Trust and Boston Big Local Community Chest. 

This provided enough funds to purchase essential gouges and oak. The oak 

will need to be cut and aired before we can start carving, but hopefully not too 

long before we can bring it into The Stump and set to work – apparently the 

10 pieces of oak which will be assembled to make the 5 panels will weigh in 

the region of ¾ of a ton. We still have a long way to go and will need to find 

more funds to complete the base and finish the Tribute as we have 

envisaged.  

In the meantime, we are carving little mice, turning boxes and making other 

wooden items for sale, and at the end of the year, from the donations we 

receive, plan to tithe the Stump to say a small thank you for such wonderful 

hospitality.  



Lunchtime Recitals  
This year’s series of Organ Recitals ran on Thursday 
lunchtimes throughout July and August and was an attempt to 
revive an event which had attracted mixed numbers throughout 
the years since 2003, that I had been associated with St. 
Botolph’s.  
We’d tried various days and times previously, holding special 
events in an evening, with differing results, and numbers 
varying from 3 (!) in the audience to over 100 for our special 
Stump 700 Anniversary Recital with James O’Donnell from 
Westminster Abbey. Our regular series used to be held on a 
Wednesday lunchtime, and numbers were pretty stable 
between 30 and 40. Our thinking then was that a Market Day 
could bring in extra people, and casual visitors to the town. 

Indeed, the coach tours that visited Boston during the summer months did bring 
additional bodies into church, but there was very little interest in an organ recital; more in 
visiting the previous refreshment facility, before our Coffee Shop took on its present 
impressive structure, and in looking around our wonderful building and visiting the 
Stump Shop. The coach visitors usually had to return to their transport, with inevitably 
noisy results, before the recital ended, and the clink and clatter of crockery and cutlery 
being collected was often heard throughout the building, and always seemed to happen 
during the quietist passages of music! 
In reviving the recitals, it has to be said that we were rather apprehensive. How could we 
attract larger numbers? How could we try, in the politest terms, to keep the noise down 
in the building so that people could enjoy the music as it was performed? What was the 
best time to try to schedule our new series?  
Shortly after George arrived as our Director of Music, just over a year ago, we decided 
to try a couple of trial recitals, just to see if there was still some interest. We had up-
graded the old black-and-white closed-circuit television monitor in the organ loft with a 
new colour system with more cameras. One of the facilities available with this system 
was that of interfacing with a projector and screen which, when placed at the front of the 
nave, would enable the organist and the organ’s keyboards and stops (the console) to 
be seen during the recital. Our trial passed off without incident and, despite minimal 
publicity at that time, we decided that it was worthwhile trying to organise a complete 
series during this year.  
We started planning right at the beginning of January, knowing that it was important to 
publicise everything and to spread the word in good time. George, with his knowledge of 
all things ‘computer’ was able to place details on relevant web-sites on-line, knowing 
they could be seen by anyone in the U.K. We also placed free details in ‘Choir and 
Organ’ magazine, amongst listings of other prestigious recitals! Adam and William also 
helped freely with the administration, preparation of leaflets and programmes, and by 
inserting ‘tasters’ of the recitals in the form of videos available through our Parish 
website, linking to Facebook and YouTube. 
All the team were well aware that we could not afford to pay large fees to recitalists, 
some of whom were used to receiving over £1,000 per performance. If we were to 



attract some top names, we would have to be completely up-front with them, saying 
that we would hope to cover minimal expenses, but that our aim in promoting the 
recitals was to assist the music programme of the Parish, particularly with regard to the 
development of the choirs. We hoped that the fame and pedigree of our Stump organ 
and the building might also be an incentive to attract players to want to help us. 
In the end we had eight recitals, three of which were covered by members of the 
‘home’ team: John Lyon, Lisa Taylor and me. George, who escaped this year, will 
certainly be playing in 2018! The other five players were nationally-known organists of 
high calibre, whom we were very lucky to capture. Although our ‘big screen’ was not co
-operating until recital four, we enjoyed its benefit for the latter half of the series. 
Audiences just grew and grew throughout the series, averaging between 50 and 60 
initially, and swelling to a near-80 for the final recital. Many people, once bitten, 
enjoying attending every week, and we are so grateful to all those choir, congregation 
members and friends who came to support us. We asked our recitalists to limit their 
programme to 45 minutes and were gratified when our Coffee Shop also agreed to 
close for the duration of the music each week, making up their takings with sales from 
the audience both before and after the event. All things considered, the series didn’t 
lose, and did make us some money, so was well worth doing. 
Planning for next year’s series has already started, with some international names 
agreeing to play for us. Watch this space! 

             David Shepherd.  

 

ROTARY SHOEBOX SCHEME 

The Boston St Botolph Rotary Club are operating a  shoebox                                          

scheme to deliver items to Eastern Europe :                                            

• toys for young children, please indicate boy/girl 

• Items for teenagers up to 18 years, pleasev in-

dicate boy/girl 

• Household items for families 

• A present for the elderly 

 

For ideas for contents see: www.rotaryshoebox.org 

Boxes available from St Botolph’s Church (near coffee shop) 

To be returned by 3rd November 2017 



Pilgrim Person 
I was baptised at one month old and have been 
a Christian ever since.  I have always had my 
faith – it’s the biggest part of me.  My husband, 
myself, our six year old daughter and three year 
old son moved to Boston – as Albert worked 
here it made financial sense and we needed a 
bigger house. 

Our daughter went to St Thomas’ School and 
Sunday School, then our Vicar’s wife asked her 
to join the choir.  Dad took her to practice and 
10.30 Morning Service, and I accompanied her to Evensong. Some months 
later Mrs Wood asked me to help at Sunday School (she didn’t tell me that 
she and the Vicar were retiring) - I joined, they left and I stayed and stayed 
and . . . . . . . ! 

With the coming of the Revd Harry and Mrs Standley, church involvement 
became busier – bigger Sunday School, Church Drama Group, Wives Group 
– everyone had a part in the life of the church. I started working at Garfits 
Lane Pre-school - parents asked me about our Sunday School, then several 
brought along  their children, and so a close relationship grew between our 
Pre-school and Church. 

As Sunday School grew, there was a wider difference in the children’s ages - 
time to start a Senior Sunday School.  We met every other Sunday for two 
hours.  The first hour we spent on Bible study and discussion, and the second 
we played indoor games etc.  Annually we had a camping weekend – first at 
Lincoln, then at St Mary’s Winthorpe, and once in the Peak District and 
attended the outdoor church service at Eyam, the plague village. 

We struggled to find a name for ourselves – then someone suggested 
“CYDS”, us being “Christ’s Young Disciples”, I liked that.  Sadly, as these 
children got older and left, we dwindled, but I didn’t become redundant, how 
could I? Intercessions to write, Prayer and Bible study groups, church 
catering, the formation of the Friday Parish Lunch and, after a three year 
course, I was licensed as a Local Minister - taking Communion to residents in 
the Georgians, the Minstrels and to the elderly in their own homes – plus 
leading the non-Eucharistic  “Service of the Word” during interregnums. For 
several years I also organised coach holidays, which many of our 
congregation came on and thoroughly enjoyed - we were all family.  



There are many sad, happy and funny experiences I’ve had through church.  
When the children were practising their plays etc, I would say to them “Chin 
up, mouth open, and SPEAK CLEARLY – remember that deaf old lady in the 
back pew – she wants to hear you!”  One day, one of my girls said “Mrs P, 
I’ve just realised – you don’t mean Mrs K in the back pew you’re just telling 
us to speak up”!!!! 

I have lived a full life, through our church and my family.  My husband was 
not a regular church-goer, but he was a Christian and supported all we did. 
My main interest has been and still is my church and family life, however I 
am also a member of Blackfriars Theatre and the WI, both of which I enjoy – 
but now the joints, bones, legs etc are protesting and my family say “Mother, 
stop it!” 

I have many memories, but one bitter-sweet will stay with me for ever.  My 
husband died suddenly nineteen years ago, six days before Christmas.  His 
funeral was at 11.30am just after Christmas on a dull December morning.  
We followed the coffin into a packed church, lights all on - the Tympanum 
looking beautiful, but – something quite unexpected – the robed Choir (much 
bigger than today) were in the choir stalls, and a sense of peace and 
calmness came over me.  I was here, with Albert, amongst good, loving 
Christian friends. 

I don’t have an actual favourite hymn, but at my departing YOU WILL SING . 
. . . “WE HAVE A GOSPEL TO PROCLAIM”. Why? Well we know that some 
people rarely come to church, so those who are there will hear the life story 
of Jesus, and I pray that they too will know the calmness, love and joy that 
comes through faith in our Saviour and Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

           Sheila Priestley 

Do what you can, for who you 
can, with what you have, and 

where you are. 



Boston More In Common 
Boston More in Common started 
following on from BBC Radio 4’s 
programme ‘Two Rooms, ‘where 
a small group of Brexit voters 
from Boston (Boston being the 
highest proportion of leave 
voters) were in one room and a 
group from Lambeth (being the 
highest proportion of Remain 
Voters) were in the other.  Each 
room discussed reasons on what had influenced their vote.  
 
After the broadcast, the Boston group met the Lambeth Group and exchanged 
viewpoints.  It was a warm and friendly environment with both parties respecting 
each other’s choices and reasons. This gave inspiration to Julian Thompson, (who 
runs a local Boston business), to come up with the idea of ways to pull different 
communities together in Boston.  This was also in the wake of Jo Cox's untimely 
death and the message she left to us, which made us focus more on the fact that 
we have more in common than what divides us. Jo Cox is the inspiration for the 
name of the BMiC group, chosen by Julian in her memory, for a message of 
coming together, which is what Boston so desperately needs.   
 

Lambeth More in Common group became 
good friends, giving support and 
encouragement with inspiration on 
integration and cohesion, suggesting 
some ideas on how this can be achieved 
as Lambeth are years ahead of us in 
terms of integration and cohesion.   
Although, unlike Lambeth More in 
common, BMiC is not linked to ‘Hope not 
Hate’ or attached to any political agenda.  
BMiC are a separate group. We tend to 
steer away from politics so we can focus 
on integration and cohesion with respect 

for all the different nationalities living in Boston and the local born, regardless of 
political views. There may be the odd posting from ‘Hope Not Hate’ on our group 
page, if we feel it conveys an important message or thought process towards 



cohesion, but this does not mean we are part of that group or politically minded 

BMiC  was set up as a platform to encourage and inspire a strong community spirit 
with a sense of pride for the town, a sense of belonging, encouraging cohesion 
across all nationalities, paving the way for respect and understanding, learning 
about other cultures, embracing and celebrating diversity. This will be encouraged 
across all cultures, as well as Boston born locals, to help change attitudes and 
dissolve fears and resentment that many still feel as a threat to their way of life or of 
being taken over. 
We aim to run numerous events on a regular basis throughout the year, involving 
everyone to encourage friendly interaction and fun between all nationalities. Boston 
born locals need to be made a lot more aware of the benefits of migration and how 
this has benefited our town to help change their perceptions. These events will help 
change their perceptions.  People fear change and anything that threatens their 
way of life.  Local Boston born people need to see diversity as an asset and not a 
threat.  Family events will help change this attitude and encourage cohesion.  
 
One such idea is Boat trips with free refreshments, every week from spring 
onwards - sea trips to see the seals.   This would be done by a lucky draw on a first 
come basis, to ensure that there were even numbers of each nationality to 
encourage integration, with 
possibly some sort of fun 
activity or live music on board 
to create a friendly happy 
atmosphere.   

We have run a recent event 
“The Human Library” where real 
people told stories of life 
experiences while readers 
listened. These were a diverse 
section encouraged by the “streets to read book” to encourage interaction. 

Our next event will be a Cultural exchange on the 7th October when 40 people from 
Brixton will be hosted by BMiC at the Stump. A mixed group will arrive: ESOL 
Students to meet their counterparts from Boston College, Interfaith group Poles 
connect, Brixton Pop founders, market stall holders, and many more. They will be 
received with a welcome from The Worshipful Mayor of Boston. Lunch at the 
Stump, a guided tour of the Stump, a meeting with Boston market traders, Guided 
tour of the Guildhall, meetings with Polish, Lithuanian and Muslim groups and 
afterwards finishing at the Sam Newsome Centre. 



It's Gold! - A golden hat-trick for Boston in Bloom 

Gold! Gold! Gold! Three times gold for Boston 
with its latest award from East Midlands in 
Bloom. And this year Boston smashed through 
the 170 point barrier necessary to secure the top 
award with a winning score of 176 points, 
narrowly missing out to Belper, the overall 
winner in the large town category. Boston hosted 
this year's awards at the Stump, declared by one 
of the judges to be the most impressive venue 
for the awards in the past 13 years. 
Congratulating Boston the judges said another 
excellent entry was delivered "and perhaps - 
who knows - the category winner in 2018". The 
Your Day, Your Say group in Central Park received the Judges' Award for 
"the inspiring gardening". 

The judges also praised the "strong" floral displays, newly-planted birch 
trees and the new art deco-styled garden in Central Park. Pilgrim Patch was 
described as "an amazing project and a credit to the town". The judges, 
who toured Witham Way Country Park, Memorial Gardens which they said 
were "beautiful again", Central Park, Market Place and the Stump church 
grounds. They said: "We met many volunteers of all ages, organisations 
and businesses who were fully supporting the Bloom campaign. Good to 
see business support continuing". They praised the town's hanging baskets 
and barrier displays, Pescod Square hanging baskets and balcony planting 
and the knot gardens and the bell beds in the Stump grounds. 

Fydell House and gardens  and the cemetery got the thumbs up and the B 
and M garden area, with its pollinator beds was described as a "an exciting 
project and a significant improvement to the area". They said the 
cleanliness of the town was generally good; the monolith information boards 
were "unique". They made special mention of business support including 
Pescod Square, Cammacks and Cherries as well as financial assistance 
provided by Boston Big Local. They said meeting the local press was a 
valuable end to the tour. Alison Fairman, chairman of Boston in Bloom,  

Boston in Bloom 



 

 



All Souls 2017 
 

Please Complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

Your name             

Telephone             

Email              

 

I/We will be attending the ‘All Souls’ Service in Boston Stump on the 29th of Oc-

tober at 5pm. At the service, please could you read out the name(s) of: 

                   

                   

                   

 

I am unable to attend the All Souls Service but would like the following name(s) 

placed on the Board of Remembrance 

                   

                   

                   

 

Please return this form to the office at St Botolph’s Church or post it to: 
 

The Parish of Boston 

The Rectory Offices 

Wormgate 

Boston 

PE21 6NP 

ALL SOULS SERVICE – Sunday 29th October at 5pm 
 

As a church community, we are coming to the time of year when we remember, 
celebrate, and pray for those whom we have loved but have sadly died. We do this by 
having a church service which is specifically designed for this to take place. Members of 
the community come together to hear their loved ones’ name read out and to light a 
candle during the service in remembrance and honour of their lives. We would like to 
invite you and your family to this year’s ‘All Souls’ Service which will take place in 
Boston Stump on Sunday the 29th of October at 5pm. If you would like to come and 
would like your loved one’s name read out, could you please fill in the form and return it, 
either by post or by hand, to the Parish Office which is situated at the back of the 
Church. If no one is in the office please could you put it in the box at the back which will 
be signed ‘All Souls’ Service. If you are not able to come to the service but would still 
like your loved one to remembered at this time please send their name in the same way 
as above. Their name will be placed on a board of remembrance for the week. 

Please feel free to come in anytime during the 30th of October and the 5th of November 
to see their name on the board and perhaps light a candle for them. 



Remembrance Sunday Services 

12th November 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.                                                                                                                    

                                                           Robert Laurence Binyon  

10.45 am at 

Boston War Memorial 

followed by 11.30am service at  

St Botolph’s Church 

10.45am at 

St Thomas’s Church 

with a short service  

at the Memorial 



Upcoming Events 

Parish Pilgrimage 
This year’s Parish Pilgrimage will be to St Edmundsbury Cathedral (Bury St Edmunds) on 
Saturday 21st October. 

Special Services 

United Service - October 29th at St Botolph’s Church 

All Souls - November 2nd at St Botolph’s Church 

Remembrance Service Sunday - November 12th at St. Thomas’ Church - 11:00 

 Remembrance Service Sunday - November 12th at St. Botolph’s Church- 11:30  

Advent Carols - December 3rd at St. Botolph’s Church - 18:00 

NHS Carol Service - December 5th at St. Botolph’s Church - 19:30 

Butterfly Hospice Light up a Life Service - December 9th at St. Botolph’s Church - 
16:30 

Christingle Service  -December 17th at St. Christopher’s Church 

Christingle Service  - December 17th  at St. Thomas'’ Church - 11:00 

7 Lessons and Carols - December 17th at St Botolph’s Church - 18:00 

St Thomas' Carol Service - December 21st at St. Thomas’ church –18:30 

UNITED SERVICE Christmas eve  - December 24th at St. Thomas’ Church - 11:00 

Family Carols by Candlelight - December 24th at St. Botolph’s church - 16:00 

Midnight Mass - December 24th at St. Botolph’s church - 23:30 

UNITED SERVICE Christmas day – December 25th at St. Botolph’s church - 10:30 
 

Events 

Cotton Kids - Every Tuesday – 09:30 

Community Choir - Every Tuesday - 19:00 

Glassumimass Exhibition - 2nd Oct to the 27th Oct at St. Botolph’s Church 

Anita Mortimer Art Exhibit - 5th Nov to the 23rd Nov at St. Botolph’s Church 

St. Thomas’ Christmas Fayre - 2nd Dec at St. Thomas’ Church 

Great Oaks Federation Christingle - 8th Dec at St. Botolph’s Church  

 

What's On 



St Botolph’s Church 

Monday to Friday 

08:15 Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 

Wednesdays 

10:30 Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

12:00 Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

08:00 BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

10:30 Choral or Cantor Eucharist 
  United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 

18:00 Choral Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
  Celtic Evening Prayer on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
  Headspace guided meditation on the 4th Sunday of the month 

St Thomas’ Church 

Thursdays 

11:00 Eucharist 

Saturdays 

09:00 Morning Prayer 

Sundays 

11:00 Eucharist or Morning Worship 

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 

St Christopher’s Church 

Sundays 

09:30 Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month. 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on upcoming 
services in the parish. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NO EVENING SERVICES IN AUGUST 

Regular Service Times 











HLF   
Parish Magazine Article.  

The South Priest’s Door. 

There is a legal obligation on some property and land 
owners to pay for certain works of repair to a 
churches chancel. This situation has existed for 
centuries and dates to pre-Reformation times. In the 
case of St. Botolph’s Church, Boston Borough 
Council has funded our chancel repairs from time to 
time.  

      

The south priest’s door is set within the south 
elevation of the chancel and has a beautifully carved, 
stone surround. The stonework is weathered, eroded 
and has open joints which need repointing to 
conserve the fabric for the future.  

The first step was to instruct our Church Architect to 
survey the door and create a detailed schedule of required work and a 
specification for the materials and methods to be used. A sample piece of 
stone was carefully removed and sent for analysis to the British Geological 
Survey Centre. This has identified the original stone used for the door, the 
replacement stone used in some areas during the door’s history and the 
most suitable source quarry for the replacement stones needed for the 
work.  

A bat survey was conducted to 
determine whether this door is a 
route for bats in or out of the church 
through the small gaps around the 
door, or whether the porch is a 
roosting site. It was found not be the 
case so the conservation works will 
not have any effect on our small bat 
population.  



The works have been tendered to three conservation building 
contractors and costs have been received. This project will see an 
important aspect of St. Botolph’s restored to good, stable condition for 
the enjoyment of future generations. With the gates refinished, the 
timber door repaired and stained and the stone pavers re-laid, this 
project will provide a more useable entrance door for an improved 
relationship with the market place during the summer months. It is 
hoped that this project can be put into place soon, dependent upon 
contractor availability and funding being released. 

 

Angie Kisby  
Fabric Manager.  

The prescription you can’t get at the chemist… 

As you get older, you should be given a dog on prescription. That is the 
unlikely finding of a recent study at Cambridge University and the 
University of East Anglia.  
 
The researchers found that owning or walking a dog was one of the 
most effective ways to beat the usual slowing-down in later life. It seems 
that elderly people who own a dog are active for at least 30 minutes a 
day more than their counterparts with no dog.  
And when it rains or is cold outside? No problem – for the study also 
found that older people with dogs were far less impacted by weather, 
and that they went ahead with walking – rain or shine, wet or dry. 
Overall, their physical activity even on miserable days was 20 per cent 
higher than those without pets.  
The researchers confess: ‘We were amazed to find that even on the 
coldest, wettest and darkest days, dog walkers were more physically 
active and spent less time sitting than did the non-dog 
owners on the long, sunny and warm days of summer.’ 
 
Thus, the team has suggested that dog ownership or 
community schemes for dog walking could be 
prescribed to older people by their GPs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love for the Creation 

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most 
attractive and best-loved of all the saints. But he 

began by being anything but a saint. Born the son of a 
wealthy cloth-merchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth was 
spent in fast-living, parties and on fast horses as a 

leader of the young society of the town. Then he went 
to the war between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken 

prisoner for a year.  
By the time of his release, Francis had changed. 

Perhaps his own suffering had awakened him to that 
of others. In any case, he abandoned warfare and 

carousing, and began to help the poor and the lepers 
of his area. Then one day a voice which seemed to come from the crucifix in 
the small, semi-derelict church of Damiano Assisi ‘Go and repair my house, 

which you see is falling down’.  
This religious experience was a vital turning point in Francis’ life: Jesus Christ 
became very real and immediate to him. His first action was to begin repairing 

the church, having sold some of his father’s cloth to pay for materials. His 
father was not amused, in fact he was furious - until Francis renounced his 
inheritance and even his clothes by his dramatic stripping off in the public 

square of the town. The Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple garments, 
and Francis began his new life. 

His inspiration was always religious, not social, and the 
object of his quest was always the Crucified Christ, not 

Lady Poverty for her own sake. Francis rebuilt San 
Samiano, and then travelled as a pilgrim. His 

compassion for the poor and lepers became famous. 
Soon disciples joined him, and they set up a 

communal life in simple wattle and daub huts. They 
went on occasional preaching tours. (Not until later did 
they become an Order whose theologians won fame in 

the Universities.) 
In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders 
were shattered. He went on to seek out the Sultan, and tried to convert him. 
Back home, he found his Order was now 5,000 strong, and growing. Francis 
stepped down as head, but continued to preach and was immensely popular. 

St. Francis  



 Did you know we welcome all pets to  

 St. Botolph’s Church 
The Parish of Boston is proud to be 

registered with the Inclusive Church 

Network & and with the Anglican Society 

for the Welfare of Animals. 

He died after a prolonged illness at the age of 
45, and was canonised in 1228. 

Francis’ close rapport with the animal creation 
was well known. The story of his preaching to 
the birds has always been a favourite scene 

from his life. He also tamed the wolf of Gubbio. 
This affinity emphasises his consideration for, 
and sense of identity with, all elements of the 
physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of 

the Sun. This makes him an apt patron of nature conservation. 
The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis. 

Sadly, some films and books caricatured him as only a sentimental nature-
lover or a hippie drop out from society. This ignores the real sternness of his 
character, and his all-pervasive love of God and identification with Christ’s 

sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.  
Two ancient, and many modern English churches are dedicated to him. 

O God, you have redeemed all creation through the incarnation of your 
eternal Word; 

Protect our pets, your creatures, 
who provide us with joy and non-judgmental companionship; 

Give us respect for all of your redeemed creation, 
that we may care for creation as just and humble stewards; 

We pray this in the name of  Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
David Bennett 



Book Review 
‘Daily Prayer with the Corrymeela Community’  Pάdraig Ó Tuama 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corrymeela Community was begun in 1965 by Revd. Ray 

Davey and students from Queen’s University in Belfast.  Physically 

based in County Antrim, it is a practical and prayerful community 

which seeks to work for justice and reconciliation, not only in 

Northern Ireland but throughout the world.  Today it runs 

programmes and events that explore what reconciliation can look 

like in the fractured world we inhabit.  Just as importantly,  but it also 

continues to be a place of prayer. The current leader of the community is Pάdraig Ó 

Tuama who is described as ‘poet, theologian and mediator’. He is also a poet and this 

wonderful little book is both prayerful and poetic. 
 

It offers us the very simple format used by the community for morning, midday and 

evening prayer, but each day also includes a specific collect written by Ó Tuama which 

is inspired by a simple sentence from scripture.  As well as this there are prayers for a 

‘time of division’, Stations of the Cross and a ‘Liturgy for Morning and Night’.    
 

The forms of daily prayer found here are far less wordy than we 

are used to from Common Worship, yet they offer a beautiful 

form for those who like to have a structure to their prayer life.  

The collects themselves are haunting and thought provoking 

such as this one which is inspired by Matthew 5:24.  

  God of Reconciliation, 

  You demand much of us –  

  Inviting us to tell truths 

  By turning towards each other. 

  May we leave our trinkets where they belong 

  And find our treasure 

  By turning towards each other. 

  Because you needed this. 

  Because we all need this.  Amen.  
 

I was lucky enough to hear Pάdraig speak at Greenbelt  and he was not only inspiring 

but warm, funny and very human.  I had to buy this little book for myself and am glad I 

did.  I think it will be a rich resource.  

 



A Journey Through Church 
The Pulpit and Lectern 

The poet George Herbert says that, for the country parson, the pulpit should 
be ‘his joy and his throne.’ Sydney Smith, cleric and writer, had a different 
slant when he wrote on going into the pulpit of All Saints Church in Boston, 
North Yorkshire in 1806: ‘When I began to thump the pulpit cushion on my 
first coming to Boston, the accumulated dust of 150 years made such a cloud 
that for some minutes I lost sight of the congregation!’  

The word ‘pulpit’ means a platform or raised area to 
address the gathered family of God. After the 
Reformation the preaching of the Word of God 
became the most important part of the service. 
Because of this pulpits became much larger. As we 
look towards the chancel in the pews, in many 
churches it often stands to the left. The significance  
behind this is that God looks at us from the east end 
of the church and the pulpit stands at His right hand:  
a sign that the sermon can be the divinely inspired 
message of prophet and teacher, and so become 
living and active in the minds and hearts of its 
hearers.  

The pulpit at St Botolph’s 
stands, however, to the right 

aspect of the chancel as viewed from the pews. Given 
to the church by the Corporation of Boston in 1612, its 
size and height emphasise the importance of teaching 
the Word. At that time Revd John Cotton, newly 
appointed, often preached a 2-3 hour sermon, with the 
position and height of the new pulpit allowing people 
to see and hear clearly. 

By contrast, the pulpit in St Thomas’ is lower in height 
and of a simple Arts and Crafts design in solid oak. 
Provided through funds given in memory of Mr H 
Chaderton Johnson, it was first used at the new 

St. Botolph’s Pulpit 

St. Thomas’ Pulpit 



church’s Service of Consecration on 9th May 1912.  

Today preachers often remain at ground level, in 
order to interact better with their congregations and 

this is so at St Christopher’s Church.  

 

The lectern is a reading stand, usually on the right 
side of the church as you face the altar (but in the 
Stump it is on the left side), from where portions of 
the Bible are read. Not all churches have both a 

lectern and a pulpit; some just 
have one single speaker's podium 
with a few steps up, called an 

ambo.  At St Christopher’s there 
is a simple wooden reading stand which can be used for 
both reading and preaching.  

 

In many Anglican churches the lectern is in the form of an 
eagle with wings outstretched. The Eagle is a symbol of 
St John the Evangelist who wrote one of the Gospels. 
Eagles are big, strong birds with a huge wing-span and 
can soar higher than most other birds. It was believed 
than an Eagle would carry God’s word not only through 

the whole building but also 
out into the world beyond. 

The Eagle would always be standing on a 
sphere, which represented the world. The lectern 

at St Botolph’s is a fine example of this, 
believed to originally have been made for 

Hereford Cathedral. St Thomas’, once again, 
has a simple oak lectern with carved tracery. In 
order to limit the cost of a new church building, 
the architect Temple Moore produced furnishings 
of simple design which excluded almost any 
excess ornament. 

 

Within our three churches, then, we have 
examples of pulpits and lecterns which range 
from rich design to the simplest form, and yet 
they are all intended for the same purpose – sharing 
the Word of God across our communities and the wider world. What would 

St. Botolph’s Lectern  

St. Christopher’s Lectern  

St. Thoms’ Lectern  



Reap a good harvest 

 

If you’ve been out and about in the countryside in recent months, 
you’ll have noticed that there was a bumper crop of blackberries 
and other fruit this year. That was no accident. It was because, 
from Spring onwards, there has been just the right amount of heat 
and cold, rain and sun, to make the plants bring forth their best.  
 
It’s the same when we are making Jesus known. Only God knows 
if the people we meet are ready to respond to the Gospel. We 
might be simply planting a seed, and that person still has years to 
go, or it may be that the person is finally ready to become a 
follower of Jesus.  
 
This autumn, as we prepare for Christmas, let’s be intentional – 
praying for friends and family members who don’t yet know Jesus. 
Let’s ask God for opportunities to sensitively share the Good News 
of Jesus. And let’s be ready to serve and speak in Jesus name. 

 by Roy Crowne, executive Director of HOPE 2018 

these buildings be if there was no message to proclaim? And so, as we 
gaze on these objects of beauty let us look beyond them – think on those 
who provided them through a vision of what might be, those who have 
preached there, those who have listened, and the message of God’s love. 
Do we have a vision, are we listening to God’s voice and are we ready to 
take his message into our communities today? 



Puzzle Page 
William Tyndale 

This month we remember both the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, 
and Bible Sunday, so it is a good time to pay tribute to William Tyndale (1494 – 1536).   
William Tyndale was an English priest and scholar who was the first to translate the Bible 
into English, and thus give the common person direct access to the Word of God.  The 
Roman Catholic Church and King Henry VIII were furious, and Tyndale fled England for 
the Continent.  Here he completed the Bible, but was finally betrayed, arrested and im-
prisoned.  He was condemned to be strangled and burned at the stake near Brussels.  
His dying prayer was that God would ‘open the eyes’ of the King, and sure enough – two 
years later King Henry commissioned the Great Bible for the Church of England – which 
relied heavily on Tyndale’s version.   

Anniversary 

Reformation 

Bible 
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Advertisements 

 

 

Please support 

the                        

advertisers in 

this magazine 

Gardening & Property 

Maintenance 
 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

 

Martyn 

Cridland 
 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights 

Sponsor the church 

to be lit up on your 

chosen date, 

between 6pm and 

midnight  for £25.  

St. Botolph’s Church Carillon 

For the St. Botolph’s carillon to ring 

Happy Birthday on your chosen timings 

between 

8.30 am to 

4pm for 

 £25.  



St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Polly Tamberlin 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles please 

contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for  Dec/ Jan submissions: 

10th November 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
    

Revd. Alyson 

Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Jane  

Robertson 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Sue Rose 

 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Steve Holt 

 
Associate Rector 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’   Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens 

Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Staff 

Caretaker    Trevor Baily  trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Director of Music  George Ford  george.ford@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fabric Manager   Angie Kisby   angie.kisby@parishofboston.co.uk 

Head Verger   Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper   Polly Tamberlin  polly.tamberlin@parishofboston.co.uk 

Resources Manager William Culley  william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Coffee-Shop Manager Lorraine Ladner  lorraine.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk 

 

HLF team: Alyson Buxton, Angie Kisby, Adam Kelk, Poppy Thomas. 

Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy  

or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 

www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  


