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Dear Friends, 
 

This year we remember and commemorate the Centenary of The Great War. 
Let us go back for one moment to the first ever two minutes silence as 
reported by the Manchester Guardian on the 12th of November in 1919: 
 

The first stroke of eleven produced a magical effect. 
 
The tram cars glided into stillness, motors ceased to cough and fume, 
and stopped dead, and the mighty-limbed dray horses hunched back 
upon their loads and stopped also, seeming to do it of their own volition. 
 
Someone took off his hat, and with a nervous hesitancy the rest of the 
men bowed their heads also. Here and there an old soldier could be 
detected slipping unconsciously into the posture of 'attention'. An elderly 
woman, not far away, wiped her eyes, and the man beside her looked 
white and stern. Everyone stood very still ... The hush deepened. It had 
spread over the whole city and become so pronounced as to impress 
one with a sense of audibility. It was a silence which was almost pain ... 
And the spirit of memory brooded over it all. 

 
During this season of ‘Remembrance’, and throughout our Festival of 
Remembrance, we are not debating the whys and wherefores of war. We are 
quite simply standing shoulder to shoulder in commitment, honour and 
companionship with everyone who has lost their lives in the service of their 
country, as well as standing in solidarity and empathy with the families who 
have suffered this loss. In addition to this, as people of faith, we stand in a 
place and ask, ‘where is God in all of this suffering?’ 
 
On the 13th of March 1996 I turned my TV on to watch the lunch-time news. 
The news was horrific, in a primary school in Dunblane there had been a 
massacre of children. Sixteen children and one teacher had been killed by the 
gunman, Thomas Hamilton, who had then shot himself. To this day it remains 
the deadliest mass shooting in British history. I knew my grandma would be 
really upset and rang her to see if she was alright. My grandma loved the 
poem ‘Footprints’ and I will never forget her words. She said, ‘Aly - I have laid 
that poem on its face - how can you believe in a God that allows such awful 
things to happen.’ My reply to her was ‘Grandma - it is because these things 

Revd. Alyson Buxton writes . . . 
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A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 
hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a 
group of Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all 

requests received.                
Contact: Revd Margaret: m.brewster789@btinternet.com 

happen that I have to believe in a just and all loving God, I have to know that 
one day there will be no more pain, suffering, injustice and fear.’ 
 

I believe that God is not the cause of suffering, but he is right in the middle of 
it with us. He is there with us, holding us, and he does so with understanding; 
because of what Jesus Christ did he knows what it means to be human. 
 
In this season of Remembrance, we stand face to face, shoulder to shoulder, 
with all those who have been taken before their time. We believe that one day 
true justice will prevail, that all our lives however long or short in years will 
have an eternal significance. We believe that one day we will be in a place 
where there will be no more tears, no more pain, no more death and no more 
sorrow.        
                                                               

                                                              Aly   Team Rector 

Weddings and Baptisms 

The clergy at the Parish of Boston run a pastoral surgery for wedding and baptism 

bookings every Saturday morning between 9am and 12pm. This is the only time that 

weddings or baptisms can be booked. 

To make an appointment please contact Poppy on 

poppy.thomas@parishofboston.co.uk or telephone the 

office (Mon-Fri) on 01205 354670 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR 

BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 
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All Souls’ Day Services 
This year, All Souls’ Day falls during our Remembrance Festival, so we 

have decided to do something different from the 

service we have held in recent years. On Friday 2nd 

November there will be five separate short and 

reflective services which will take place in the 

chancel. We will have the wonderful poppy display 

behind the high altar, and each short service will 

provide an opportunity for those attending to remember loved ones who 

departed this life before us. The services will be at 10am, 12noon, 2pm, 

4pm and 6pm; each service will be led by one of the priests of the 

parish and will be accompanied by one of our organists. We hope that 

you will join us at a convenient time, and encourage friends or family to 

also come along, particularly if they have been bereaved in recent times.                                                    

 Reverend Sue 

A Prayer to remind us to remember 

Lord,  At this remembrance time, we remember those who gave their 

lives in the service and protection of their country, whether many years 
ago, or in more recent conflicts. We thank you for them and pray for those 
who loved them.  

The death of a loved one, whatever the cause, changes our lives forever 
and we walk an unchosen path. There are wonderful memories, times to 
be thankful for, but nothing takes away the pain and empty space every 
day. Thank you, Lord, for understanding our loss. Thank you that when we 
cry, we know that you cried first, when your friend died. It’s all right to cry. 
It’s all right to pour out our pain to you, as we remember… 

And Lord, we remember most of all your death on the cross. We thank you 
that in this remembering we have hope and meaning and confidence 
because you rose again; you overcame death. If we put our trust in you we 
shall live with you forever. Lord at our saddest times, help us to remember 
your victory and the bigger picture! 

In Jesus name, Amen. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        By Daphne Kitching 
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Remembrance Sunday Services 
  

10.45 am at 

Boston War Memorial 

followed by 11.30am 

service at  

St Botolph’s Church 

10.45am at 

St Thomas’s Church 

with a short service  

at the Memorial 

Confirmation Service 
Monday 3rd December at 7pm with Bishop Nicholas  

 

In order to be confirmed we would like candidates to attend a short prepa-

ration course that runs over four weeks.  Dates for this are: 24th October, 

14th November, 21st November and 28th November.  The classes are from 

4.30-5.30pm for children and 6-7pm for adults.  

Whilst we cannot run individual tuition, if you do wish to be confirmed but 

have a genuine problem with these times, please speak to a member of 

the clergy.  

If you, or your child/children wish to be confirmed please contact Revd. 

Jane by emailing her at jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk   Alternative-

ly she can be contacted via the office on 01205 310929.    

mailto:jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk
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Boston Foodbank 
It has been a busy few weeks at the Foodbank, and we have not yet seen 

the impact of the roll-out of universal credit in Boston. Many families 

struggle financially during the school holidays, and I have heard teachers 

say that some children lose weight noticeably during the time away from 

school. We help people in all sorts of difficult circumstances. Those 

experiencing relationship breakdowns, victims of domestic abuse, those 

who have lost their jobs, those who have got into debt, those who are 

suffering with the effects of addictions, and people with mental health 

issues. We try to offer a listening ear and a drink and something to eat as 

well as distributing emergency food parcels and toiletries to ease the crisis. 

Whilst it feels like we are giving some practical help, I have also felt 

sometimes helpless, listening to the scale of problems that some are 

facing. I can only help that by listening it gives some hope to those who are 

desperate. 

By the time you read this, I am hoping that we will have appointed a new 

Foodbank Manager, who will work several days each week to ensure the 

smooth running of the service, and to make sure that we link up with all the 

different organisations who refer clients to us, and with the supermarkets, 

businesses, schools, churches and individuals who make donations. 

Thanks so much for helping with prayers, donations, and to those who 

have volunteered. This is a vital service for the town.  

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me…” Matthew 

25:35 

St Christopher's Church Centre,  

Fenside Road,  

Boston,  

Lincolnshire,  

PE21 8HY  
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Introducing Revd. Margaret Brewster  
A number of you have known me for eleven years now 
since Chas and I retired here in Boston and as most of 
you are aware Chas died last December.   

I was born and brought up in Hartlepool where the first 
bomb of WWI was dropped; where Hild, known to us as 
St Hilda founded her second monastery and the church 
that stands there now is where I was confirmed by the 
then Bishop of Durham, Michael Ramsey. 

My first job was with the Co-op. Insurance Society as a shorthand typist. Then 
on to London where I worked as a Secretary for the Royal National Mission for 
Deep Sea Fishermen. I enjoyed London and living in a Community in the Lady 
Margaret Hall Settlement.  Then following an inner calling, through United 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. I went to Malawi and worked as 
Secretary to the Bishop of Southern Malawi.   After nearly 6 years I moved 
back to London and worked as a Secretary for the British Council of 
Churches.  Over the 22 years I worked there it changed its name 3 times and I 
had 3 different jobs.  When I retired I was Assistant to the General Secretary 
of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland; our work involving working with 
the many denominations through their Councils of Churches in the UK and 
overseas.  During that period I became a Franciscan Tertiary and am Area 
Novice Guardian for Lincolnshire which involves having a conversation with 
those initially enquiring about the Third Order of the Society of St Francis. 

Continuing to follow my inner callings in 1992 and supported by my parish I 
was accepted for training for Ordination.  I studied part time on the Southwark 
Ordination Course and in 1994 was ordained priest in Southwark Cathedral 
serving in my local parish of St Matthew as an NSM where I met Chas.  In 
1995 and due to another inner calling we married, retired at 60 and accepted 
a House for Duty post in Dunstable in an Anglican/URC parish.   After nearly 4 
years we retired again and moved to Boston to settle down.  Both Chas and I 
have been very happy here, being involved in the Parish and enjoying the 
countryside.  I remain thankful for the love and friendship I continue to receive. 

Pax et Bonum (Peace and all good)   —   The greeting St Francis gave to 
each Passerby he met when walking along the streets of Assisi. 

                     Revd Margaret 
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Introducing Simon Connolly 
Simon, our new Evangelism Officer 

writes . . . . 

What is the fruit of the mango tree? You may be 

thinking, as I was, “mangos”, but what if we look 

deeper? The Most Revd Moon Hing stated at the 2018 

General Synod, it is actually a whole plantation of 

mango trees. My role as Evangelism Coordinator is 

anticipated to embrace the spirit of intentional ministry as described during 

this General Synod address. Evangelism and growth are most likely to 

happen when we define a role and space intentionally, we may then journey 

deeper. 

I am currently a second-year student at Lincoln School of Theology. My 

placement, during my studies earlier this year, was with the Parish of Boston. 

It was during this time that God made it clear that my ministry and worship 

should be based with you, and therefore I am now getting to know a whole 

new group of brothers and sisters in Christ, as I visit each of our churches. 

Personally, I am blessed with a wonderful wife, Laura, and two teenage 

sons. I am currently balancing my studies with helping to maintain our family 

embroidery business. Through our family experience of church life, it has 

grown to be a passion that we find more ways to share the Gospel, 

welcoming and embracing the diverse community around us. 

All ministries are founded and energised by prayer, I would like to share this 

prayer that I am using to build the foundations for our intentional Evangelism. 

 Lord, invigorate us through your Spirit to seize this day, 

living with the faith that there is nothing beyond your reach, 

no people that cannot follow you, 

no chains that cannot be broken. 

Ignite us with a flame that burns bright, 

bringing hope, love and light in all of our activity. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 
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Jayne is our new HLF Administrator 

Jayne is joining the Parish Team as the new HLF 
Administrator.  She introduces herself and tells us of 
some of her past experience . . . .  

I am very family orientated, having a son, Daniel  & 
daughter in law, Amanda, with two grandchildren, Luke 
and Chloe .  I also have a step daughter, Kerry and her 
partner Jason, and their children, Camron and Tegan .  
As they all live within a 20 minute journey of Boston, I 

get to take part in many family outings and activities – and am a useful 
babysitter! 

I enjoy gardening, and have many 'trial and error' pots in the greenhouse, 
where I find cuttings or bits of plants and pot them up. If they grow, that’s 
wonderful, if not, I try again with something different! 

For the last 25 years I have been involved in Scouting locally, being the Akela 
at the 5th Boston (St Botolphs) Cub pack, and this is something that I 
absolutely love. I am also the Assistant District Commissioner for Cubs for 
Boston District, which means I  get to meet, mentor and support all of the local 
Cub Leaders within their role.  I have been part of the local Scouting Gang 
Show Team, taking on the role of Treasurer as well as acting on the stage – I 
soon found out that sadly I don’t have a singing voice. 

Whilst at school, I was part of the South Lincolnshire Youth Orchestra, 
reaching the required standard playing the clarinet. I have recently bought a 
clarinet again, with the intention refreshing my skills and playing again just for 
my own pleasure, so maybe not to the same high standard that I was 
previously. 

I enjoy meeting new people and am always keen to expand my circle of 
friends, and try new activities whenever the opportunity arises. 

Introducing Jayne Maddy 

*SAVE THE DATE* 

Advent Course Tuesdays  -  4th, 11th, & 18th December  

1.30pm at St Botolph’s Church 

Explore a surprise film! 
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Festival of Remembrance 
Remembering 100 years since WW1  

Preview Concert 

Sunday 28th October, 6pm – 8pm 

Join us for the official launch of this exciting 2-week festival by the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, Bishop of Lincoln. We 
will also be joined by Martin Middlebrook FRHistS.  Tickets available at £10.00 from the Stump Gift Shop. This 

includes an exclusive      preview of our exhibitions, music from our Parish Choir, canapes & a drink upon arrival. 

 

Activity Trail for Children 

 Monday 29th October, 10am – 12pm 

A morning of activities and stories for pre-school children and their parents/carers. Come along between 10am until 
12pm and join us for some fun! For more information please contact Revd Jane Robertson either via (01205) 310929                                      

or jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk 

 

Boston Connected: Wartime Table 

Tuesday 30th October, 12pm – 2pm 

We will be serving free lunches in our Coffee Shop where you will be able experience typical food from the period.                   
Free tickets available until 29th October from the Stump Gift Shop or via william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

 

Workshop Wednesday 

Wednesday 31st October, 9am – 3pm 

Want to have a go at woodcarving? Perhaps you would like to know how to spin wool? There will be lots of workshops                  
throughout the day to get involved with including free Ancestry research sessions. Free Admission 

 

Songs from the Trenches 

Thursday 1st November, 12pm – 2pm 

Join us for a sing-a-long with free wartime soup! Free tickets available from the Stump Gift Shop                                                         

or via william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

 

All Souls Day 

Friday 2nd November, 10am / 12pm / 2pm / 4pm / 6pm 

A time of remembrance and prayers with an opportunity to light a candle for your loved ones who are no longer with 
us.          The 6pm service is followed by a music recital by candlelight with Mr John Lyon. Everybody is welcome. 

 

Choral Eucharist 

with music from Karl Jenkins, The Armed Man: Mass for Peace 

Sunday 4th November, 10:30am 

All are welcome to attend this service. 

 
 

 



10 

 

28th October – 11th November 2018 
St Botolph’s Church | Boston Stump 

 

WW1 Talks: History Remembered 

5th & 6th November, 2pm – 3pm  
with Afternoon Tea & Book Signings 3pm – 4pm 

Don Jenkins will talk about Boston's role in World War One on November 5th and Tim Atkinson will talk about his new 
book    'The Glorious Dead' describing the post-war battlefield clearances on November 6th  

 

Workshop Wednesday 

Wednesday 7th November, 9am – 3pm 

Want to have a go at woodcarving? Perhaps you would like to know how to spin wool? There will be lots of workshops           
throughout the day to get involved with including free Ancestry research sessions. Free Admission 

 

Children’s Reflections on WW1 

Thursday 8th November, 9:30am – 10:30am 

All are welcome to attend this special event where children from St Thomas’ School will share their reflections                                  
on the First World War. 

 

An Evening with Colin Walsh 

Thursday 8th November, 7pm 

Join us for an Organ Recital by Colin Walsh from Lincoln Cathedral. Tickets available for £10.00 from the Stump Gift 
Shop                     or via william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk.  

Tickets include wine and nibbles. 

 

An Evening with the Swineshead Silver Band 

Friday 9th November, 7:30pm 

This will be a free event with a retiring collection. 

 

Boston: A Beacon of Peace 

Saturday 10th November, 12pm – 5pm 

1918 candles to be lit by YOU! Join us at 12pm for Holy Communion with the lighting of the first candle. There will be 
no charge for the candle, however donations towards costs will be gratefully received. At 5pm there will then be                                                 

a service of remembrance, thanksgiving and peace by candlelight. 

 

Boston Town Remembrance Day Service 

Sunday 11th November, 10:45am 

Join us in the Memorial Gardens, Wide Bargate followed by a service in St Botolph’s Church at 11:30am 

Tel. (01205) 310929 | Add. Rectory Offices, Wormgate, Boston. PE21 6NP | Email. 

admin@parishofboston.co.uk 

 /bostonstump1 | /stump_boston | W. www.parish-of-boston.org.uk 
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A Poem from the trenches 
“  DUSK IN THE LINES”   France 1915 

 

A few beams in the Western sky 

Flickering play, 

As Dusk on silent feet draws nigh,  

Then fades away. 

 

A sudden hush steals o’er the din 

As, stooping low, she veils the sin 

Of stricken earth with softened charm, 

And heals with magic touch, the harm 

Of all the day. 

 

Now sleepers of the day are stirred, 

“Move the Parades”. 

On the rustle of the whispered word, 

With picks and spades; 

A brisk burst of machine-gun fire; 

A Patrol fumbling through the wire. 

A passing shell, a bullet screams; 

A star-shell in the faint light gleams, 

Splutters, and fades. 

 

By ARTHUR CLARK 

8th London Regiment   
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Family Stories from WW1 

George and Frank Caulton  -  Staffordshire Regiment 
 
My Father George Caulton  (16) and his Brother 
Frank Caulton (18) joined up in  the Stafforshire 
Regiment. Frank was sent to France and then 
captured and was in a P.O.W. camp in Germany. He 
suffered from being gassed all his life and was 
always terribly thin. My maternal Grandfather John 
Davies was also in the First World War. 
Our life-long friend and neighbour was William 
Coltman who was the most decorated non 
commissioned soldier in the first World War. He 
gained  the Victoria Cross and many other medals 
for stretcher bearing under fire in France.                                                 

             Beryl Rathbourne  

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.                            R. L. Binyon                                                

Arthur Clark  -  8th London Regiment                                                                             
 
The 8th London Post Office Rifles was not a posh 
Regiment.  My father joined up in 1914, aged 18, and 
was shipped from Folkestone to Le Havre, and to the 
front with almost no training. He survived the battles 
of Aubers Ridge, Loos, Ypres and others.                                                                   
In the final year of the war, battle fatigued, he was 
made an NCO and sent to join the King’s African 
Rifles in pursuit of Count von Lettau-Vorbeck.  He 
said that, after the horrors of the trenches, it was 
almost a pleasure to fight with a Gentleman. 
After the war, my father joined his brother farming in 
New Zealand, but his life was marred by traumatic stress, better described 
as “shell-shock”.                                                             
       Lind Anso   (née Clark) 
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Sgt Charles Leary   -  7th Lincolnshire Regiment 

My late husband’s Grandfather, Charles Leary, enlisted in the 7th Battalion 

Lincolnshire Regiment and fought in the trenches of the Western Front. Quite late in 

the war, 1918, he was badly wounded and was carried off the field by stretcher . His 

concern, though, was not for himself but the stretcher bearers in the midst of the 

fighting and he urged them to leave him and save themselves.  His place of death is 

recorded in France and Flanders on 16th April 1918.   

He was awarded the DCM with the following citation: For 

conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led the first of two 

platoons of his company in an attack with great dash and 

determination, and rendered valuable assistance in organising the 

defence of the captured position. Hearing that the enemy were 

collecting for a counter-attack, he at once collected and pushed 

forward rifle bombers and Lewis gunners, and completely broke up the enemy 

formation.  His courage and initiative were a splendid example to his men.    

(6.2.1918)            Maureen Taylor 

 LCpl Albert Edward  Harris  -  9th Gloucestershire Regiment  

Pte Thomas Frank Harris  -  2nd Hampshire Regiment 

 My Grandfather Albert and his younger brother Frank were 

both sent to the Eastern front in Macedonia. Albert  was a 

signaller using semaphore flags.  He survived the war and in 

August 1918 he married his sweetheart before demobilisation. 

The suffering that he saw both in service and after the war, 

and the awareness that his life had been spared, led to him 

becoming an ordained Priest. 

His brother Frank was not so fortunate. He was amongst the 

troops bound for Gallipoli who boarded HMT Royal Edward at 

Avonmouth on 28th July 1915.  After reaching Alexandria  

safely, the loaded troopship set sail towards Mudros on 12th 

August. The same day the German submarine UB14 sailed 

from Bodrum towards that very route. Sighting two hospital 

ships, it did not attack but the next day UB14 saw the Royal 

Edward, and fired one torpedo. The men were below decks 

stowing gear after drill. The ship sank in six minutes with the 

loss of over 1000 lives.  Frank’s name is recorded on the 

Helles memorial.           Rosemary Pettitt        
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WW1 – A Boston Family Memory 

Sitting down to write this evokes a powerful memory of me and my Gran when she 
was ‘babysitting’ watching the Royal Albert Hall Memorial Service on our little 12” 
Cossar black & white television and the tears rolling down Gran’s face...  You see she 
had lost her son George, not her firstborn, but the son she adopted when she was 6 
months’ pregnant.  George’s mother, my Grandad’s sister, had died in childbirth and 
Granny Turner, Gran’s mother who was a Boston Midwife had urged Gran and 
Grandad to take the boy, saying – ‘We will all help you to bring him up, Poll’ – the 
times were very hard in those days...  How vividly I remember that story being passed 
down by my Mum and Auntie Nora...  Granny and Grandad loved him as their own – 
3 months’ after George’s arrival, Gran gave birth to a son, then a second son and 
then two girls – they had a wonderful loving home and bringing up – Grandad was a 
well-known Boston Builder and a very loving and proud father of his five children...  
The second poignant memory for me is the story Mum, Uncle Jack and Auntie Nora 
told of Grandad bolting upright in bed and saying, ‘O Lord, no – no...’ and Gran 
saying, ‘Whatever is the matter, Alf?’...  A few days’ later the Telegram arrived... 
 
I am so grateful for the full account researched and recorded by Dr William M Hunt in 
his Book, ‘A Town Remembers those commemorated on The Boston War Memorial’ 
Vol.1, The First World War which states, 
‘Doughty, John George, born at Boston and enlisted at Lincoln...   
‘Killed in action on March 19th 1918... 
‘He was the adopted son of Mr and Mrs Alfred Bourne of 15 Union Street, Boston... 
‘John George Doughty was the adopted son of his aunt and uncle.  His trade was that 
of a bricklayer and he was apprenticed to his uncle [father].  He joined the 3rd/1st 
Lincolnshire Yeomanry in November 1915 and, when asked why he had joined, he 
said that he thought it was his duty to join the colours and he hoped that many more 
of the Boston boys would come forward... to bring this great war to a close.’  John 
was killed probably not in any major action, but was the victim of the constant shelling 
and sniping which affected most of the front line for most of the time.  The Chaplain 
and other Officers wrote to his parents, but nowhere stated the exact circumstances 
of his death, only that it was instantaneous.’ 
 
George, not John, was the name by which he was known in his family, he of course 
always called my Gran & Grandad, ‘Mum and Dad’ but chose to continue his birth 
surname.  My Mum, Uncle Jack and Auntie Nora always talked lovingly of their elder 
brother, my Uncle George, showing the loving postcards and letters he wrote from 
France and with great sadness told of him coming home for the huge family 
celebration for his 21st Birthday they all enjoyed – then his returning to his Regiment 
at the Front where soon after he was killed. 
 
Every year, my Mum was downhearted on Remembrance Day – she found it hard to 
watch the Albert Hall Remembrance Service, that sadness and grief was palpable 
and shared  – in our family Uncle George has never been and is not forgotten, he still 
remains and always will live in our hearts.                                                                          

                                                                                       Sue Kirk MBE, Churchwarden 
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Charles Ernest Leggett  

Charles Ernest Leggett is my Great Grandfather 
and was one of five brothers who served in the 1st 
World War. He enlisted in the 3rd Battalion 
Lincolnshire Regiment Machine Gun Section, and 
later transferred to the Labour Corps. Charles was 
subsequently transferred to another unit before 
seeing action in Gallipoli.  Charles survived the war 
and lived until 1966.   

I remember visiting my Great Grandparents Leggett 
while they lived in Amber Hill during the early 
1960’s. I recall looking at and admiring an 
embroidery which featured a spitfire. The spitfire 
can be seen in background of the photograph of my Great Grandparents.  

The following article was produced by Mike Leggett for the Lincolnshire 
Family History Society.   The Lincolnshire Family History Society has kindly 
given permission for the Parish of Boston to use the article. Excerpts 
herewith, taken from the article, provide further information on Charles and 
his brothers. 

Trevor Baily, Churchwarden 
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Diary of a Momentous Year:  October 1918 

1918 was the final year of the Great War. Canon David Winter is looks back on 
highlights of those critical 12 months, when the very shape of modern world history 
was being hammered out on the battlefields. 

October 1918 was the month when both sides, in their different ways, decided that 
they had had enough war. The Germans, following their defeat at Amiens, no longer 
had any hope of a strong negotiating position in peace talks, let alone victory. Their 
economy was struggling, and morale was low. The Allies, now sure of final victory, 
wanted it all over without further disastrous casualties.  The politicians, fearful for 
their own futures, wanted time, but the generals were now calling the shots. The 
time had come for a ceasefire, then let the negotiating begin. 

The military won this battle, at least. The word ‘Armistice’ was banded around: not a 
treaty, but simply (as the Latin word suggests) as a laying down of arms. The three 
most influential national leaders on the Allied side agreed, and the Germans and 
their dwindling band of associates had no choice but to go along with the solution. 
An Armistice was agreed for a memorable date: the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month of the year.  Following preliminary discussions, a 
negotiated treaty would be finalised at Versailles in the following January. Compared 
to Brexit, that is express progress! 

The Armistice was, in some ways, simple. The guns would go silent, killing would 
cease from that designated hour. The Versailles negotiations, on the other hand, 
would be complex, though somewhat simplified by the fact that the Germans came 
naked to the table. They were desperate to save their land from occupation, 
whatever the cost. In fact, it cost them £6.6 million in reparations (probably about six 
billion pounds today).  

Each of the Allies had important items for the peace agenda. France wanted Alsace-
Lorraine restored to French sovereignty, and the Rhineland demilitarised. Britain 
wanted German military power negated and problems in the Middle East solved. The 
Americans wanted democracy restored and the will of the people recognised 
throughout Europe. The three leaders – David Lloyd George and Presidents 
Clémenceau and Woodrow Wyatt agreed about most of the agenda, including the 
carving up of The German colonial empire in Africa. Peace would come at last, but 
not, as one wise man observed, the ‘kiss of peace’. 
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The Boston Community Choir is back for its second year 

under the baton of new choir director, Anthony Baldery. 
The rehearsals take place on Tuesdays 7.15-8.15pm in St 
Botolph's church. The choir is for people of all ages and 
experience, and for people who simply enjoy singing in a 
large group in the fantastic acoustic of St Botolph's. The 

music is selected from a wide variety of styles, including Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Sting. 
 
There is a fee of £21 for the term but if you would like to try before you buy, 
the first two sessions are free to new singers.  Shortly, there will be a 
Community Choir page on the parish website, but in the mean time, if you 
would like any further information about joining the choir, please contact 
Anthony Baldery Anthony.baldery@parishofboston.co.uk or the parish office. 
 

   Rehearsal  Dates: Sept 25, Oct 2 , 9 , 16, 30 

        Nov 6, 13, 20, 27, Dec 4, 11 

      Time:  7.15-8.15pm 

      Venue: St Botolph’s Church, Boston 

Boston Community Choir 

mailto:Anthony.baldery@parishofboston.co.uk


21 

St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session   
10.00am to 12.00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church 

Coffee & Chat  
Mondays 10.00 to 12.30pm, Wednesdays 1-3pm at St Christopher’s  

Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) 
4.00pm, every Monday at St Botolph’s Church  

Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) 
7.15pm, every Tuesday at St Botolph’s Church  

Parish Pilgrimage 
Saturday, 13th October  - further information from Parish Office 

Advent Course                                                                                                                

Tuesdays, 4th, 11th,  28th December, 1.30pm at St Botolph’s Church  

 

 

What's On 

Festival of Remembrance 

28th October - 11th November,  

for full programme see pages 9 & 10 

Special Services 

 

All Souls Day: Friday, November 2nd at St Botolph’s 

Services at 10am/12pm/2pm/4pm/6pm 

Choral Eucharist: Sunday, November 4th , 10.30am  at St Botolph’s 

with music from the Armed Man: Mass for Peace 

 

Boston: A Beacon of Peace—Saturday 10th November at St Botolph’s 

a service of remembrance, thanksgiving & peace by candlelight 5pm 

 

Boston Town Remembrance Day-  November 11th 

10.45am at Memorial Gardens, 11.30am at St Botolph’s  
 

 

Advent Carols— Sunday 2nd December, 6pm at St Botolph’s Church 

Confirmation Service—Monday 3rd December, 7pm at St Botolph’s 
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Regular Service Times 
St Botolph’s Church 

Monday to Wednesday 

  8.15am Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 

Wednesdays 

10.30am Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

12.00pm Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

  8.00am BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

10.30am Choral Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

   Community Communion on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

   Sung Eucharist on the 4th Sunday of the month 
   United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 
 

 6.00pm Choral Evensong on the 2st and 4th Sundays of the month  

St Thomas’ Church 

Thursdays 

11.00am  Eucharist 

Saturdays 

09.00am Morning Prayer 

Sundays 

11.00am Eucharist or Morning Worship 
 

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 

St Christopher’s Church 

Sundays 

 9.30am Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the  
   month. 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 

please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on 

upcoming services in the parish. 
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Book Reviews 
Love, Remember - 40 poems of loss, lament and hope 

by Malcolm Guite, Canterbury Press, £12.99 

The best-selling poet Malcolm Guite has chosen forty poems 
from across the centuries that express the universal 
experience of loss, and reflects on them in order to draw out 
the comfort, understanding and hope they offer. 

Some of the poems will be familiar, many will be new, but 
together they provide a sure companion for the journey 
across difficult terrain. Some of Malcolm's own poetry is 

included, written out of his work as a priest with the dying and the bereaved 
and giving to the volume a powerful authenticity. The choice forty poems 
explore the risk of love, the pain of letting go, and look toward glimpses of 
resurrection. 

Bible Puzzles for Fun 

By Tony Spiller, BRF, £8.99 

84 puzzles - crosswords, anagrams, word searches, mazes, 
spirals and others - will make you puzzle over the Bible, 
increase your biblical knowledge and give you hours of fun. 
Be ready for some surprises on the way! 

The Lion Storyteller Bible 

By Bob Hartman, Lion Children’s Books, £10.99 

For thousands of years, the stories in the Bible have 
been passed on from generation to generation. This 
popular retelling of many well-loved stories from the Old 
and New Testaments is ideal for sharing with children 
today. First to be read aloud, and then read alone - it 
will be treasured by children of all ages. 
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The Poppy Project 
As part of the two-week long Festival of Remembrance it was decided to create 
a large display of knitted poppies to be on display in the chancel for the duration 

of the festival. The Lincolnshire Guild of Weavers, Spinners 
& Dyers very kindly donated a 
number of starter kits which included 
a quantity of hand spun wool. They 
have been working to bring this 
project to fruition, together with help 
from the Knit and Natter group and 
many contributions of knitted poppies 
from members of the public.  Each 
Poppy has a black centre made with 
wool, felt or buttons. 

Chris Harley has sent the following item about the poppies she has made: 
They're just buttons but . . .  

Over the years, the people of this town have made many contributions to our 'Stump', 

this beautiful place of worship at the centre of our town. Somewhere there's an 

embroidery made by my late sister Mavis for the bell ringers. My sister Cora and I 

helped knit the Woolly Spires model of the church as well as baubles and stars to 

adorn the Christmas trees. When the request went out for poppies the knitting 

needles came out again but this time there was a chance for my Dad to play his part.  

The poppy looked lovely, just needing a black centre against the bright red wool. 

What better than the buttons, frugally collected in the family 'button tin' by Mum, and 

what better than the little black ones from my Dad's trousers braces?  

My Dad, Albert Jackson, and my grandad, Jim 

Jackson, served in the First World War. Dad was in the 

North Staffs Regiment and Grandad in the Tank 

Regiment both serving in France and both returning 

home, safe and sound. He never forgot the comrades 

he lost and experiences he had. These buttons are a 

last 'thank you' from a fellow soldier to all those men 

who served and gave his family the freedom they enjoy today. And, finally, a tiny 

piece of card he carried around France and kept safely with his treasures over the 

years and its poignant little message on how to keep it safe.  

The Guild members are now busy attaching the completed poppies onto 

coir embankment matting for the final display.  

https://webmail.uwclub.net/
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National Grandparents Day - 7th October   

 
Parents may have to wait a few years to become grandparents, but it is 

definitely worth it.  Spending time with your grandchildren nourishes both 

your body and soul:  the physical energy you use to keep with them keeps 

you healthy, and your emotional bonds with them will reinforce your own 

emotional well-being. 

Grandparents can do SO much for their grandchildren: giving them time 

and attention, as well as providing them with a strong sense of belonging to 

the family.  This all helps build emotional security for their future.   

Tell your grandchildren their family heritage – reminisce about your family’s 

events and history.  Where did your parents and grandparents come from?  

What did they do? Did they fight in the World Wars?  Do you have old 

photos to show them? 

Tell your grandchildren about what it was like 

going to school when you were young.  Tell 

them stories about raising their mum or dad. 

Show them pictures from the family album, sing 

the same songs to them that you sang to their 

mum or dad; read them the same favourite 

stories.  Tell them of your family traditions, from 

everything about the best way to make tea to how you always decorate the 

Christmas tree.  By doing so, you link your past to their future, and greatly 

enrich them. 

Grandparents can really be God’s special gift to children. 

Grandparents Day 
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 A poem about Remembering . .  
Teach the children to remember 

(Deut 4:9b) 

  

Teach them to your children 

And to their children after them, 

The things our eyes have seen 

The things we remember 

From our parents telling. 

  

And as the anniversary of armistice comes round 

See again those sepia soldiers and their sweethearts, 

Who lived and loved and longed for peace and home, 

Watch today, as widows weep on News at Ten. 

  

And in the hopelessness of history repeated 

Let’s teach our children 

Of a different death, 

Of one who overcame the world and death’s destruction, 

Who rose and lives 

And opens up the way to peace. 

Let’s teach our children  

               To remember Jesus. 

                                                                                                                                          by Daphne Kitching 
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WW1—a parish perspective 
The First World War broke out on 28th July, and Britain entered the arena on 4th August 

1914 as a consequence of Germany’s attack on France via Belgium. During August the 

vicar of St Botolph’s, Revd  Reginald Thomas Heygate, went on holiday with his wife to 

Switzerland. The following excerpts are from the Vicar’s letter published in the 

September 1914 parish magazine and it sets the scene for the impact on and concerns 

of the community. 

My dear Friends,                                                                    September 1914 

Mrs. Heygate and I wish to thank you all very heartily for the warm welcome which 

you gave us on our return home. To judge from the greetings we might have had 

hair breadth escapes from the enemy, even if we had not been imprisoned by 

them. As a matter of fact looking back we feel that we have had an experience, 

which we should be sorry to have missed. We cannot say that our holiday was 

restful, but at least it was full of interest and excitement. Of course, there was the 

anxiety due to not getting English news, the restlessness arising from being unable 

to control our own movements, and the longing to return home, but owing to our 

being thrown together with our fellow travellers in an unusual way we formed many 

pleasant friendships, and on every hand we met with unfailing kindness and 

courtesy from the Swiss and the French. 

It was extremely interesting to witness the mobilisation of the Swiss and French 

troops, but it was a thrilling joy to come into touch with our own soldiers at Amiens 

and Boulogne. We were more than ever proud of our country for defending the 

rights of Belgium and standing by France our ally and were proud of the men whom 

she had sent to represent us in the theatre of war. In the first glamour of it all we 

scarcely realised what it meant, now however we are up against terrible facts, 

fierce battles such as probably have no comparison in the history of the world, 

whether you consider the numbers engaged, the implements of war employed, or 

the awful carnage . . . . We each and all need to understand that we are face to 

face with a tremendous task, a task that will tax all our energies. It is up to each 

one of us to bear our share in some real way. We are fighting whether we know it 

or not for our very existence . . . . The Country, the  Empire sounds a call in this 

hour of war which ought to find a response in every home and every heart. Every 

man of the right age, capable of bearing arms ought seriously to ask himself “ought 

I to offer my services?” Every Father and Mother, ought to be proud of a son who is 

serving his Country, every sweetheart should send her  
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“best man” to fight for her and those whom he loves, every employer should 

encourage those who work for him to join the forces and make the way for him to 

do so as easy as possible. All of us who remain at home by reason of age or other 

good cause should do all that lies in our power to lighten the burden of those who 

go to fight for us by looking after those whom they leave at home, contributing 

towards funds raised to meet the various needs, and working to provide 

necessaries and comforts. Sacrifice is demanded of each individual. So far many in 

Boston have done well. All honour to those who have volunteered to serve with the 

forces, or have given liberally of their money, time and work. 

There is yet one other way in which we can all help, and that is the greatest of all, 

namely praying to God in whose hands are the issues of war. Could not more join 

in pleading the one all prevailing Sacrifice in the daily Eucharist? Could not more 

avail themselves of the opportunity afforded at the mid-day Intercession, for whom 

our prayers are asked, are mentioned? If you cannot be present then in Church at 

least you can offer a silent prayer when you hear the Church bell ring. A time of trial 

such as this should be a time when we betake ourselves more frequently and 

earnestly to the throne of grace, when we prove that the Lord is a “strong tower 

from the enemy,” “a very present help in our time of trouble.” 

Believe me, 

Your Affectionate Friend and Vicar, 

R. T. Heygate. 

Excerpts from the Parish Magazine 

Revd Heygate regularly encouraged parishioners during this time of extremes. The parish 

magazine served to communicate news of local men who had enlisted and to comfort 

those who had lost their sons to the war. It also emphasised the need for household 

economy: 

October 1914—Church Lads Brigade—Acting Captain, C H Leeke, appeals to 

Lads between 13 and 16.  Be ready for your country’s call. Many of our past 

members are now fighting in the regular army.  

At the outbreak of war Revd Heygate introduced a cycle of weekly intercessions 

which were then expanded by the Archbishops; 

April 2015  . . .   

Monday. For the King and the Government, the Leaders of Our Forces by land and sea. 

Tuesday. For Our Soldiers and Sailors, especially those from Boston, that they may be 

granted protection in danger and victory in battle. 
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Wednesday. For the wounded, the sick and the dying; those in anxiety and sorrow; and 
all who suffer distress through the war. 

Thursday. For the Nation, the Empire, the Church. That there may be a nobler civilisation 
based upon a deeper knowledge and a bolder acceptance of the Gospel message. 

Friday. That we may learn to pray for our enemies, and that both they and we may 
receive forgiveness of all our sins, and may be guided into the way of peace. 

Saturday. For those who have fallen in the War and whom we commend to the mercy of 
God. 

September 2015 . . . .The war still claims, and must claim, as long as it lasts, our 

first thought. Since our last issue the Boston “Roll of Honour” has grown longer.  

Fathers and mothers, though stricken with sorrow for the loss of a beloved son, are 

proud that he has done ‘the biggest thing in the world’, given his life for others. 

November 2015 . . . . .The month of October was a sad month for Boston owing to 

so many belonging to our Artillery or Infantry Unit wounded, missing or killed 

Amongst those who on October 13th did the ‘greatest thing’ are some who were 

directly connected with the church: Lieut Basil Wood, son of churchwarden; Private 

John Davis, ex-choir boy; Gunner Joe Freeman, ex-choir boy; Privates Everard 

Coe, Joe Foster and Sidney Robinson . . . . . May those who are able to ‘serve’ their 

country and yet have not enlisted, offer themselves at once! 

March 1916 . . . . . . . Economy in consumption should be of a rational character . .  

Consume British potatoes before indulging in imported “new potatoes” . . . The 

sugar supply is curtailed to decrease import . . We must buy next to no sweets, very 

little chocolate, and few cakes . . .The paper supply is short . . . The fruit supply 

from abroad will probably be less . . imported vegetables are a luxury, buy English 

instead . . Encourage home production by storing English apples . 

February 1917 . . . . At a time when all forms of Papers and Periodicals are either 

reducing their size or increasing their price, we have felt it just to forego our right to 

this last page of printed matter, until the conclusion of the war. 

Finally, the Vicar’s remarks in the magazine at the end of this terrible war: 

August 1919 . . . The peace celebrations have closed one era. The War is over. 

We must now face the future. 

October 1919 . . . “we still seem no nearer peace.  The future of Europe still 

hangs in the balance.  Our own country is getting poorer and more restless— 

’the way of peace they have not known’. We are off the road. The ways of self-

will and pleasure and money are not the way of peace.  I hope a widespread 

effort is to be made this Autumn to bring the Light of Christ to bear upon our 

Home Life. (England is made by her homes).    
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Army Chaplains 

During the war years there were two Vicars of Boston.  Revd R T Heygate 

resigned due to  ill-health and left the parish in September 1916.  His successor 

was Revd R O Hutchinson, from October 1916.  Early in the war, Revd Heygate 

kept in touch with Revd A M Cook who had been appointed Acting Chaplain to 

the 1st Lincs Regiment in 1906. Revd Cook sent reports from the theatre of war 

which were published in the parish magazine.  (He later became the Vicar of 

Boston 1932-1946). Revd Hutchinson continued with this contact and also 

received news from another chaplain, Revd J A H Bell who was with the Royal 

Artillery Command Depot. As we remember the Centenary of the Great War, the 

Army Chaplains seem to be an almost forgotten group of men who carried out a 

vital role during the war. The chaplains themselves embarked on overseas 

service with no special training and very little guidance about the nature of the 

task ahead of them. Left to carve out a role for themselves, they were exposed 

to an environment churchmen at home could not begin to comprehend.   

November 1915 . . . Letter received from A M Cook, serving as chaplain at 

a rest camp in Northern France . . . Relays of men come up every day with 

minor wounds or complaints. They are relieved of their kits and then have a bath 

and clean clothes, and at the end of a week go back to their regiments, or, if not 

curable here, to the base . . . And before they go can complete their kit with 

anything from a shaving brush to a pair of trousers.  The home of all this is an 

enormous monastery perched on the top of a hill that commands a magnificent 

view right over the valley of the line of battle . . . Continually one hears the 

booming of guns far away, at night time there is the glare of fires on the horizon. 

March 1916  . . . Letter from A M Cook . . .I have to look after a recreation 

room for them and see they have writing paper, games, newspapers and so on, 

while every Saturday we get up a concert, every Thursday a Magic lantern 

lecture and sometimes a Whist Drive. Then nearly every morning I have Holy 

Communion in a little white-painted chapel and usually there are four or five 

soldiers at the services, come to pray for their wives at home and children like 

you, and to receive in the wonderful Sacrament help for their life in the trenches.  

And every night at 6.30pm I have a service at one end of the recreation room 

and it would do you good to hear a large crowd of men sing the hymns we all 

know. Most of those men are back in the firing line and you must think of them 

all in your prayers, for the mud and the wet in the trenches are terrible and 

almost any time a shell may come and bring with it wounds or death for 

someone. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War_centenary
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large crowd of men sing the hymns we all know. Most of those men are back in 

the firing line and you must think of them all in your prayers, for the mud and the 

wet in the trenches are terrible and almost any time a shell may come and bring 

with it wounds or death for someone. 

June 1917 . . .  The new Vicar writes . . . I don’t think we realise fully what the 

clergy are actually doing in the Army and Navy and also the great danger of 

shortage of clergy after the war.  I have asked Mr Cook to give me a few facts . . 

. “I personally know of 6 parsons holding Combatant Commission; 3 of them 

have been killed. And at one time I was closely in touch with a field ambulance 

containing 7 parsons as privates; according to the doctors their work was 

excellent”.  As for our future supply of clergy, the universities and Theological 

colleges are nearly empty. 

September 1918 . . .Letter from Revd J A H Bell . . . About once a week I take 

a trip up to the line seeing anybody I can.  This Tuesday I went up on a bicycle 

to the HQ of the Bakery of this Brigade.  I found the CO living in a dugout alone 

with room for two, and spent the night and following day with him—for 

movement is forbidden by day.  Also that night I saw a number of his men lying 

in reserve and had a small service in their dugout.  You know the habits of these 

parts—rising for breakfast about 11.00, keeping under shelter of huts and wall 

from the Bosch observation, and eating and sleeping by day, and 

at dusk wandering out on duty and tours of inspection until nearly 

dawn. I was guided . . . to my Battalion HQ at dusk . . . I made a 

bed down with the doctor in a cellar partly submerged in water and 

spent the night and following day there, seeing signallers, stretcher

-bearers, and other details . . . That night in order to see some of 

my people, I went out with a working party, putting up wire . . . The 

night was very quiet, sometimes perfectly silent for a minute; one 

machine gun was sweeping round where we were but did not hit 

anybody.     (Revd J A H Bell was awarded the Military Cross 

for Gallantry in Action). 
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The story behind the Hymn – ‘I vow to thee my country’ 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above  
entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;  
the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,  
that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;  
the love that never falters, the love that pays the price,  
the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 
And there's another country, I've heard of long ago  
most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;  
we may not count her armies, we may not see her King;  
her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;  
and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,  
and her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace. 

                                                    By Sir Cecil Spring-Rice (1859 – 1918) 

This well-loved poem/hymn was written nearly 100 years ago, by the then 
serving British ambassador to the United States of America, Sir Cecil Spring-
Rice. 

Sir Cecil had served his government abroad for many years, and was preparing 
to leave Washington on 12th January 1918.  The words of his hymn reflect on 
being a citizen of two countries; his own native land and also the heavenly 
kingdom.  (Phil 3:20) 

Some six or seven years earlier, when Minister to Sweden, Sir Cecil had first 
composed a poem entitled Urbs Dei (city of God), in two stanzas.  It had 
expressed a belligerent type of patriotism, glorifying and glamorising war, as 
well as a vision of that ‘other country’, a vision of gentleness and peace.  

But then The Great War had come, and by 1918 Sir Cecil had come to see that 
the only patriotism worth celebrating was the spirit of self-sacrificing love, as 
expressed in the cross of Christ.  In a speech at Ottawa, shortly before he left 
North America, he said that the Cross was a sign of patience under suffering, 
but not patience under wrong.  The Cross is the banner under which we fight.  
We are all subjects of the Prince of Peace, who fought the greatest fight ever 
fought upon this earth, who won the greatest victory, and won it by his blood. 

The poem/hymn was the last thing Sir Cecil ever wrote, as he died suddenly, on 
14th February 1918.  The tune to the hymn is Thaxted, an adaptation of Gustav 
Holst (1874 – 1934) from the movement ‘Jupiter’ in his orchestral suite ‘The 
Planets’, written at Thaxted, Essex, in 1917. 
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Holiday Club 2018  
If you came into the ‘Stump’ on certain days during August you may have noticed 
a lot of mess around the chancel area!  This was due to the busy activity of 
children involved in this year’s Holiday Club.  Held over three Tuesday afternoons  
the club was attended both by children from our Children’s Choir and  new 
friends. 

A significant part of the club was the opportunity to sing under the tuition of  Lisa 
Taylor, Sian Wenninger and Cheryl Davis.  All the children really enjoyed this part 
of the club and, at the end of the last afternoon, were able to perform what they 
had learnt to their parents and carers. 

Our theme was Creation 
and the craft activities got 
off to a great start on our 
first week  when Trevor 
Baily helped the children 
make their own seven days 
of creation. Some of you 
may have seen the 
resulting model that has 
been displayed in the Peter 
and Paul chapel.  
Subsequent weeks saw 
the children involved in a 
variety of crafts and 
games. 

A highlight of the club was 
the involvement of the different visitors who came each week.  Bishop Nicholas 
was our first visitor. He held the children rapt with his sensitive story telling and 
the questions the children asked afterwards were amazing.  In the second week, 
one of our ‘spinners’, Jayne Porter, talked to the children about hedgehogs and 
was able to encourage them how to create safe environments for these little 
creatures.  Our final week saw Martin and Micki Weaver sharing their wildlife 
knowledge when they talked to the children about owls.  This was followed by the 
opportunity for each child to dissect an owl pellet, an activity which they were all 
thoroughly engrossed in. 

Such activities are a wonderful opportunity to children, offering insights into areas 
that may well become interests in future years.  My thanks go to ALL who helped 
at the club in any way.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  I am sure all who 
were involved will agree that it was a real privilege to get to know these children 
and share this time with them. 
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St Christopher’s Patronal Festival 
The Festival Day of St Christopher is the 25th July and 

on that evening St Christopher’s Church held their 

Patronal Festival.  Taking place at the height of this 

summer’s heatwave, the evening was glorious and  

the church was filled with over forty members and 

friends from all the churches in the Parish of Boston.  

It was also a special evening for St 

Christopher’s as they were to unveil a 

new banner which they had been creating 

over a number of months.   Designed and 

made by Anna Cartwright, Joan Potts, 

Roberta Stevens, and Annie Davidson , 

and it’s message was “Peace on Earth”.  

The Bishop of Grantham presided and 

preached at the service in which he also 

blessed the Banner.  

The hymns were chosen by the Banner 

makers and the music was led by  

Anthony Baldery.  To complete the 

evening, we all enjoyed refreshments 

prepared by Jackie and Steve and 

helpers. 

The Blessing of the Banner:   We dedicate this banner to the glory of God in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  May it be a sign 

visible to all who come to this church of our commitment to live by the wisdom 

rom above which is pure, peaceful, gentle, friendly, compassionate, good, 

free from prejudice and hypocrisy, and produces a harvest of good deeds.  

So, we also dedicate ourselves, as individuals and as a church, to follow in 

the footsteps of Jesus by becoming peacemakers who plant in peace in order 

to produce a harvest of goodness.  We ask this in the name of the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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In June 2015, a white man opened fire in a black church in Charleston, 
South Carolina. He killed nine people during a prayer meeting. What was 
amazing was the church’s response  - their willingness to pray together 
and forgive the perpetrator, Dylann Roof.  
 
This was a demonstration of the power of praying, as James 
says, ‘The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective’ (James 5:16). He encourages us to ‘pray for each 
other’ (vs 16), especially for those who are ‘in trouble’ (vs 13), 
especially sickness, difficulties or setbacks. 
 

Pray with expectation: James addresses specifically praying 
for the sick: ‘And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; 
the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. (vs 
15). But what about those who are not healed? He calls us to pray with 
expectation for healing, as God hears and answers prayer.  

 
However, James is not just talking about physical healing. 
He literally talks of the sick person being ‘saved’, indicating 
that he is talking about prayer for wholeness, including 
emotional and spiritual healing eg. guilt and hurts, 
unforgiveness and sin in our lives. 
 

Pray with faith: James also calls us to pray with faith, 
following the example of Elijah, who was human just like us: ‘Elijah was a 
human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.’ (vs 17). We can 
pray powerfully and effectively, not because we are righteous, but on the 
basis of our relationship with Christ. 
 
Did you know that the apostle James was nicknamed ‘camel knees’, 
because he spent so much time praying! ‘The prayers a man lives on his 
feet are just as important as those he says on his knees.’ 

By Paul Hardingham 

How Christians should live: Pray for One Another 
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Exhibition of Anglo-Saxon England  

 The British Library         19 October 2018 - 19 February 2019 

This month, the British Library is opening a landmark exhibition on the 
history, art, literature and culture of Anglo-Saxon England. It spans six 
centuries, from the eclipse of Roman Britain to the Norman Conquest.  The 
exhibition will even feature the Domesday Book, one of the most iconic 
manuscripts in English history 

Overall, highlights from the British Library’s outstanding collection of Anglo-
Saxon manuscripts will be presented alongside a large number of 
exceptional loans. Some of the manuscripts have not been in the British 
Isles for over 1,000 years, some are of the earliest writing in English, and 
some are recent discoveries such as the Staffordshire Hoard.   

Among ‘must-see’ displays are the Codex Amiatinus, 
one of three giant single-volume Bibles made at the 
monastery at Wearmouth-Jarrow in the north-east of 
England in the early eighth century. It was taken to Italy 
as a gift for the Pope in 716, and is now returning to 
England for the first time in more than 1300 years (on 
loan from Biblioteca Medicea  Laurenziana in 
Florence). It will be displayed with the St Cuthbert 
Gospel, also made at Wearmouth-Jarrow around the 
same time, and acquired by the British Library in 2012. 

The exhibition will also display a number of major 
objects from the Staffordshire Hoard, found in 2009. These include the 
pectoral cross and the inscribed gilded strip, on loan from Birmingham and 
Stoke-on-Trent City Councils. 

Bringing together the four principal manuscripts of Old English poetry for 
the first time, the British Library’s unique manuscript of Beowulf will be 
displayed alongside the Vercelli Book on loan from the Biblioteca 
Capitolare in Vercelli, the Exeter Book on loan from Exeter Cathedral 
Library, and the Junius Manuscript on loan from the Bodleian Library. 

Dr Claire Breay, curator of Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, says: 
‘The Anglo-Saxon period saw the formation of the kingdom of England and 
the emergence of the English language and English literature.  Anglo-
Saxon Kingdoms will be the most spectacular exhibition to date of 
manuscripts and related objects covering the whole Anglo-Saxon period.’ 
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In 2014 the art installation at the Tower 

of London “Blood Swept Lands and 

Seas of Red” was an amazing sight. 

The dry moat was filled with 888,246 

ceramic poppies, each representing a 

British or Colonial soldier killed in the 

First World War. In commemoration of 

the end of WW1, a blanket of knitted 

poppies will cascade in the chancel of 

Boston Stump. 

‘In Flanders fields, the poppies grow 

between the crosses, row on row, that 

mark our places; and in the sky the 

larks, still bravely singing, fly scarce 

heard amongst the guns below.’   This 

is the first stanza of John McCrae’s 

poem, first published in Punch 

magazine in 1915. Today, the poppy is 

a tangible symbol of all those who 

have sacrificed their lives in war.    
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Children's Page 
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Advertisements 

Gardening & Property 

Maintenance 
 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

 

Martyn 

Cridland 
 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights 

 

Sponsor the church to 

be lit up on your chosen 

date, between 6pm and 

midnight  for £25.  

St. Botolph’s 

Church 

Carillon 

For the St. 

Botolph’s carillon to ring Happy 

Birthday on your chosen timings 

between 8.30 am to 4pm for 

 £25.  

 

Please support the                        

advertisers in this magazine 

  

  

  

  

  

Hand Embroidery Classes                  
starting September 2018 

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning                              

(except 3rd in month),                                         

Wednesday morning and Thursday morning                     

10:00-12:30  £8 per class 

Monthly class on Fourth Saturday                                        

10:00-16:00                                                                     

£15 per class 

Fees payable half termly in advance 

For further details contact:  Jo Jeffries 

07508 296443 

J2jembroidery@gmail.com 
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St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Polly Tamberlin 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles please 

contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for  Dec/ Jan submissions: 

10th November 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
    

Revd. Alyson 

Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Jane  
Robertson 

Assistant Curate   
&   Boston Lecturer   

Revd. Sue Rose 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Steve Holt 
Associate Rector 

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith 

Staff 

Fabric Manager    Trevor Baily  trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Music Co-ordinator   John Lyon   john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Operations Manager  Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Caterer      Ann Epton   ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper    Jackie Barkworth jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fundraiser/Bookkeeper  William Culley   william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Volunteer Manager   Caz Harvey   caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk 

Apprentice     Poppy Thomas  poppy.thomas@parishofboston.co.uk 

Evangelism Coordinator Simon Connolly  simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk 

HLF Administrator   Jayne Maddy  jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk 
Finance Support Officer  Rod Paul    

Treasurer (St Thomas’)  Gill Paul 

Lay Minister    David Scoot 

   Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy  

or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 
 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 
 www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  


