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Revd. Jane Robertson writes . . .
I am writing these words in the midst of the Remembrance Festival in St.
Botolph’s Church. Sitting at a table at the back of church I am surrounded
by activity and bustle. There are groups of schoolchildren chattering
excitedly as they view the exhibits. There is the clatter and chink of china
and the chattering of voices in the coffee shop. There is even the peal of
bells adding to an atmosphere that is rich in life. It is a wonderful
juxtaposition which reminds us what human life is like; on the one hand we
have the poignancy of remembering the fallen, captured powerfully in the
shadowy figures seated on the south aisle. Yet alongside this, life is being
lived in all its fullness.
Somehow, this experience made me reflect on the Christmas story. ‘How
silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given’, we sing in the familiar
carol, O Little Town of Bethlehem. Just one of the many references that
make us imagine the hush and quiet of the holy night when Christ was
born. That heavenly silence when the world held its breath. I wonder
though, was it really like this?
Imagine the time and place – Bethlehem full of people returning to the town
of birth for registration. The streets would surely be full of people and very
noisy; voices calling, the hum of conversation and sometimes even loud
angry voices as tempers were roused. Then there would have been the
traders calling out their wares, and as for the inn! Well, I expect it was jam
packed and noisy. Then as night closed in, even in the stable the muted
noises of the town perhaps still there, background to the shifting and
shuffling of the animals, the occasional snort coming from them. Then
against all this the cries of pain as a young woman gave birth, and the
anxious voice of a husband.
So it may have been then, and so it is now. Yes, we can experience the
presence of Jesus in calm and quiet; perhaps in a holy place, a garden or
walking a wild ridge of hills. In quiet, holy places or in tranquillity of a
garden or by sea maybe. Yet we know his presence with us in all the
hustle and bustle of our lives. That is the wonder of incarnation; that God
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became human and dwelt among us. Not hidden away in a special place
but there in the ordinary and everyday, to be glimpsed on Boston streets as
we live out our lives.
There too, in the midst of the noise, excitement and busyness that is
Christmas for many of us – in the crowds in the town as we shop, in the
streets after dark, in the parties and pantomimes, in the busy round of
meeting friends and coping with family gatherings, in the empty rooms of
the lonely and vulnerable – all this is life and it is the place of encounter –
THIS is incarnation. God with us.

Reverend Jane
Assistant Curate & Boston Lecturer

Weddings and Baptisms
For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment. You will then be
given all the information needed, and your questions answered.

You can book your appointment by any of the methods below
Email chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk(preferred method)
Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the Parish Office.
(please note that it is not always possible to be seen immediately, thank you)

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR
BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston
A Place of Hospitality
Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful
hearts’ (Col.4:2)
If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a
group of Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all
requests received.
Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk
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Christingle Services
This year our Christingle services are being held with the children
from the Great Oaks Federation, which includes St Thomas’s
school.
We are holding two services for them in St Thomas’s Church and
it would be lovely if people from the parish were able to join us.
The services will be at St Thomas’ Church
at 1.30pm on Thursday December 6th
and 1.30pm on Friday December 7th.
Please come along if you wish and share, as the children think
about youngsters who need our help this Christmas.

A Prayer at Epiphany
Lord of all, Creator of all,
please shine your light into this dark world.
Reveal yourself afresh we pray. Bring new sight and
understanding to eyes blinded by commercialism, materialism, selfseeking and cynicism.

At the start of this New Year, Lord, soften hearts and give wisdom, so that
many will search and find you, just as the wise men searched and found
you.
And for we who already know and love you, Lord, shine on us that we
might reflect your light and make a difference, day by day.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
by Daphne Kitching
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The story of Christingle
The word ‘Christingle’ actually means ‘Christ Light’, and
celebrates the light of Jesus coming into the world. Stories of
how the Christingle began look back to the Moravian Church,
which is found in the Czech Republic. The Moravians have
held Christingle services for more than 200 years, and
according to them, this is how the first Christingle might have
been made:
Many years ago the children in a village were asked to bring
a Christmas gift to put beside the crib in the church. One family was very
poor, and had no money for gifts, but the three children were still
determined to take something. The only nice thing they had was an
orange, so they decided to give the Christ-child that.
But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out,
and put a candle in the hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a
red ribbon from her hair and tied it around the middle of the orange. It was
hard to make the ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with
toothpicks. The toothpicks looked a bit bare, so the youngest child added
some raisins to them.
The children took their decorated orange lantern to the church for the
Christmas Mass. The other children sneered at their meagre gift, but the
priest seized upon it with joy. He held it up as an example of the true
understanding of the meaning of Christmas, for the following reasons: the
orange is round, like the world; the candle gives us light in the dark, like the
love of God; the red ribbon goes round the ‘world’, as a symbol of Christ’s
blood, given for everyone; the four sticks point in all directions, and
symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and West; and the fruit
and nuts remind us of God’s blessings.
The Children’s Society first introduced the Christingle Service to The
Church of England in 1968, and it has since become a popular event in the
church calendar. This candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key
messages of the Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to help
vulnerable children across the country. Visit: www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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News from Boston & Sutterton Foodbank
Since I last wrote a couple of months ago, I am very pleased to advise that
we have appointed a new Foodbank Project Manager – Maxine Correya,
and a Deputy Foodbank Manager. They have both settled in really well,
and are making a huge difference to the way the foodbank operates.
It was an incredibly busy first month for them both, as it was Harvest time
at schools and churches. We are immensely grateful for the generosity of
the people of Boston and surrounding villages, as we all spent several
weeks rushing to collect donated food from schools outside of town such
as in Stickney, Gipsey Bridge and Old Leake, many of the schools in town,
and also from a couple of nursing homes. The warehouse was looking
rather empty at the beginning of October, but was well stocked by the end
of the month. There are however things which we seem to run short of
regularly – fruit squash, long-life milk and toiletries are always welcome
donations. Thanks to Bob for his hard work in keeping us stocked up, with
support from Malcolm.

We now have donation points in most local Co-op stores, as well as Asda
and Tesco, and we will shortly have a box in the B&M store across the
bridge. Thanks to Maxine for spreading the word to new places.
We had a really useful training day from Trussel Trust on 27th October, and
our MP Matt Warman came to visit and spent time last week getting to
understand the work we are doing and met some of he clients. He has also
offered to try to help individuals who are struggling with benefit delays.
Thanks for everyone who continues to support us in any way, and a huge
thanks to our hard-working volunteers, who make this important work
possible.

Reverend Sue
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God Bites
God-Bites is a series of sessions we have organised to help us engage
with topics which are related to our faith. At each session we will hear from
an expert who will talk to us for 15-20 minutes, then we will have a period
of informal questions and answers and a discussion. We are also planning
a couple of sessions which will have a panel, so we can enjoy a gentle
debate and hear different views on a subject.

Each session will be at lunchtime, usually on a Thursday starting at
12noon, and will last about an hour, so that we can enjoy an informal lunch
together after the session. The venue will depend on the number of people
booked – either in the History Room in the office, or in the Cotton Chapel in
St Botolph. There is no cost; booking is just to give us an indication of
numbers for the session. All are welcome – the sessions will be suitable for
those who don’t regularly attend services, as well as congregation
members.
The first session will be on Thursday 24th January at 12noon, and will be
led by Sister Maureen from the Franciscan House at Metheringham. The
session is titled “Francis Unwrapped” – please let Reverend Sue know if
you would like to book a place.
The other sessions will include “Can War ever be Justified?” (panel event),
“Human Trafficking – what is it?” “Do Animals go to Heaven?” “What
happens when we die?”, “Embracing Christ: Christening babies and
children in British families down the ages and today”, and will be held on
the following dates:

28th February, 28th March, 23rd May, 27th June, 25th July
22nd August, 26th September, 24th October, 28th November
More details to follow later.

Reverend Sue
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Music in the Parish of Boston – then and now
Music has played a significant role in worship in our church for centuries. St
Botolph’s has enjoyed an unbroken tradition of choral singing, linked to
famous names in church music such as the Renaissance composer John
Taverner, whose memorial stone lies beneath
the tower, and more recently, musicians such
as Dr Gordon Slater and Dr Philip Marshall,
both of whom went on to take charge of the
music at Lincoln Cathedral. Standards of
music making have always been high and
even in earlier times, the church choir had an
unrivalled reputation nationally for its men,
who sang with such ‘cunning’! The choir have broadcast on radio and have
participated in some significant civic events and services. Even our
magnificent organ, which although built in 1940, contains some pipes which
date from the 18th Century is widely known as an inspirational instrument of
great quality. Coupled with the building’s magnificent acoustics, we have the
perfect ingredients to create and enjoy excellent music in our worship. It is a
privilege to lead our music team, who work to preserve and enhance the
historic tradition we have been gifted. Music continues to thrive in our parish
through the work of the team and the many volunteers who participate in our
choirs. Opportunities are available in each of our groups for people to come
along and sing with others.
The Parish Choir is directed by John Lyon, our Music Co-ordinator and they
meet to rehearse on Wednesdays from 7pm until 8.30pm in church. A
traditional mixed adult choir, they sing for morning services as well as leading
choral evensong at St Botolph’s. The choir is a balanced ensemble of four
voice parts who perform a range of music, including some challenging works
from the choral repertoire. New members are very welcome to join this group.
Some experience of reading music and singing in an ensemble is useful in
this group but it is possible to learn on the job! The parish choir is a friendly
team who are keen to welcome new members to swell their number!
7

The Parish Choir are looking forward to the season of Advent, where they will
be singing musical settings of the Eucharist and Evening Canticles in our
services by Kenneth Leighton, Colin Hand and George Dyson. They will be
singing Palestrina’s Matin Responsory and
Durufle’s beautifully delicate ‘Ubi Caritas’ at
our Advent Carol Service in addition to the
wonderfully evocative ‘A New Song’ by
James McMillan and the glorious motet ‘O
Magnum Mysterium’ by the American
composer Morten Lauridsen, a new work for
the choir that will appear later in the season.
The Children’s Choir currently meet on
Mondays from 4-5pm in church and are led by Lisa Taylor. New members are
always welcome to this group at any point in the term. Juniors from as young
as the age of 7 may join, where they will learn the essential art of training and
developing their voice as well as learning how to read and understand musical
notation. The children sing a range of music and also participate in the
community communion service each month at St Botolph’s as well as at other
services. The children helped lead the worship at the Harvest service at St
Thomas’ church this year. Joining a choir as a young person is an excellent
way to improve reading and literacy as well as developing essential social and
leadership skills, which can prove themselves very useful later in life. A
number of our ex-choristers have gone on to enjoy excellent careers in their
chosen areas of employment and many still engage in musical activities,
recalling their experience here as the beginning of an enjoyable lifelong
journey into music making.
The Community Choir is directed by Anthony Baldery and meets on Tuesday
evenings from 7.15 - 8.15pm in church. More details about this group are
also featured in this magazine on page 12.
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St Christopher’s Coffee & Arts and Crafts
For quite some time, St Christopher’s Church have been hosting a coffee
morning every Monday. Bringing Learning into Communities (BLIC) and
the Royal Voluntary Service (RVS) were then invited to go along and start
up a craft session during the coffee morning to engage the local community.
It has been a huge success with some of the
local community attending on a regular basis.
During the morning, the ‘coffee and a chat’
morning has turned into a successful craft
morning. People are able to make soft toys with
the help of a volunteer from BLIC, other people
have engaged in making herb cushions, as well
as a patchwork quilt. People can learn these
skills as well as sharing their skills. Card making
is another activity people are able to be involved
in.
Why not try the morning, it is completely free,
and the atmosphere is lovely?
Do you know someone who may be isolated,
and could do with a little cheering up, then
please let them know of this new project at St
Christopher’s Church?
The sessions are open from 10am. You will be
welcomed into the group with open arms,
come and enjoy relaxing, chatting, tea/coffee
and biscuits and learning new skills.

ST CHRISTOPHER’S ARTS &
CRAFTS
MONDAYS 10am - 12noon
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Celebrating the Festival of Remembrance . . .
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Boston Community Choir
The Boston Community Choir is in full swing under the baton of our new
choir director, Anthony Baldery. We now have over 50 singers but there is
always room for more. The rehearsals take place on Tuesdays 7.15 8.15pm in St Botolph's church. The choir is for people of all ages and
experience, and for people who simply enjoy singing in a large group in the
fantastic acoustic of St Botolph's. The music is selected from a wide
variety of styles, including Andrew Lloyd Webber and Sting.

There is a fee of £21 for the term but if you would like to try before you buy,
the first two sessions are free to new singers. There is a Community Choir
page on the parish website with information about membership and
rehearsal dates.
Forthcoming Rehearsals
2018: December 4th, 11th
2019: January 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
If you would like any further information about joining the choir, please
contact Anthony Baldery: anthony.baldery@parishofboston.co.uk or the
parish office.
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God’s Special Gift
For those of us about to spend Christmas with a new child or grandchild,
we will know how very special the arrival of a baby is!
This Christmas we celebrate again God’s gift of Jesus:
‘Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!’ (2
Corinthians 9:15). What can we say about this baby?
He is God Himself:
The unthinkable has happened: God has become a
human being! The eternal, creator God enters the world
of time and space, both fully human and fully divine. This
divine baby can bring hope to our messy world, because
He has fully become part of it. He doesn’t stand apart, but
demonstrates a commitment to be with us and on our side in the midst of
sin and suffering.
He is human like us:
Jesus fully engaged with the jungle of human experience. By His cross and
resurrection, He can release us from the power of wrong, hurt and shame
to secure for us a life of love, peace and forgiveness. Remember, the crib
and cross are made of the same wood!
He is one with us:
In the coming of Jesus, God doesn’t draw us simply into a cosmic event,
but into a relationship. Just as you or I can hold and hug our children and
grandchildren, so we have a God who wants to be intimately involved in
our lives. As Emmanuel, ‘God is with us’ (Matt 1:23). Therefore, the
question is: Are we with Him? Are we ready to make space for Him at the
centre of our Christmas Celebrations this year?
‘At Christmas time, when we receive presents we don’t really need, God
offers us a gift we cannot do without.’ (J John).
by Revd Paul Hardingham
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St Botolph’s Restoration - News Update
Well, things are starting to happen now at St Botolphs. We are seeing
men in fluorescent jackets and big boots carrying
metal fencing and toolboxes around the West side
of the tower now which means only one thing….the
physical work has started!
There has been a lot of hard work to go through
before getting anywhere near the physical stage
starting, and a huge well done and thanks need to
go to Revd Aly Buxton and her team for all the
sleepless nights, nail biting and written preparation
that has happened in the last 2 years to enable the
work to begin.
There will be more and more contractors coming
on site during the next few weeks as the scaffolding
arrives and gets erected. At the minute, as I look out of my office window,
there is a man from Discovery Surveys Ltd, marking
up grids and then using ground penetrating radar to
criss-cross the area looking for any underground
voids…exciting stuff! Once all the radar data has
been downloaded and analysed, it will tell the
scaffolders where the best places are to put the
foundations of the scaffolding, because as you would
expect, there will be a lot of weight in all those poles
to reach the top of the tower.
In a partnership with professionals, we have been
looking after the Peregrine Falcons who have nested
in the tower in previous years. They will be
discouraged from nesting in the tower this year whilst
the work is ongoing, and hopefully we can encourage them back again
once the work is completed. I think we have all enjoyed watching the birds
as they raise their family in their ‘penthouse nest’!
There will be a regular newsletter produced now, which is dedicated to the
work and its progress, and you will see copies around the church, but you
can have your very own copy sent to you via email, just by filling in the
special email address slip that will be available in the church and posting it
into the special box in the Stump Shop.
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Advent Course
Please join us for this year’s Advent Course.
Dates: Tuesdays - 4th, 11th, & 18th December
Time: 2 - 3.30pm in the Cotton Chapel
We will be watching a mystery film together on Tuesday 4 th December.
Then we will have 2 weeks to explore some of the themes of the story, and
how they relate to our faith: Tuesday 11th December, and Tuesday
18th December – all starting at 2pm and ending 3.30pm.
Please note that there is no evening course for Advent this year. All are
welcome – if you plan to come please let Reverend Jane or Reverend Sue
know if you can.

The Season of Advent
For nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas Christians
recognise a period called Advent. It means ‘coming’. It is a
time of spiritual preparation. ‘Coming’ refers to Jesus’ first
coming as a baby, but it also looks forward to a day when
Jesus is expected to return in triumph at his ‘second coming’
to establish perfect justice and a new order of peace.
Originally Christians marked Advent as a time when they refrained from
excessive eating and drinking. Then Christmas Day reintroduced them to the
joys of feasting. Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve days, with gifts
exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 January). Today, however, Advent is
more likely to be associated with accelerating festivity, with the days following
Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on which
decorations are removed. Many Christians worldwide are trying to revive the
spirit of Advent by setting aside time to pray and address global poverty.
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Christmas Services
in the Parish
Sunday 2nd December
6.00pm Advent Carols at St Botolph’s Church

Thursday 13th December
7.30pm Carols with The Salvation Army at St Thomas’
Church

Sunday 16th December
3.00pm Carol Service at St Christopher’s Church

Sunday 23rd December
6.00pm Seven Lessons and Carols at St Botolph’s Church

Christmas Eve, 24th December
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Thomas’ Church

Christmas Day, 25th December
8.00am BCP Holy Communion at St Botolph’s Church
10.30am Eucharist at St Botolph’s Church

Church Closed From 26th - 29th December

Sunday 30th December
10.30am United Service at St Botolph’s Church
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What's On
St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session
10.00am to 12.00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church
Coffee & Chat
Mondays 10.00 to 12.30pm, Wednesdays 1-3pm at St Christopher’s
Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)
4.00pm, every Monday at St Botolph’s Church
Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)
7.15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church
4th & 11th December, then 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th January 2019
Advent Course
Tuesdays: 4th, 11th, 18th December, 2.00—3.30pm at St Botolph’s
Church

Special Services
United Eucharist Service - Sunday 2nd December, 10.30am at St Botolph’s
Advent Carols - Sunday 2nd December, 6pm at St Botolph’s
Confirmation Service - Monday 3rd December, 7pm at St Botolph’s
Great Oaks Federation Christingles - Thursday 6th & Friday 7th December
1.30pm at St Thomas’
Carols with the Salvation Army - Thursday 13th December,
7.30pm at St Thomas’
Carol Service - Sunday 16th December, 3pm at St Christopher’s
7 Lessons and Carols - Sunday 23rd December, 6pm at St Botolph’s
Midnight Mass - Monday 24th December, 11:30pm at St Thomas’
United Service - Tuesday 25th December,10:30 at St Botolph’s
United Eucharist Service - Sunday 30th December, 10.30am at St Botolph’s
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Regular Service Times
St Botolph’s Church
Monday to Wednesday
8.30am Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel
Wednesdays
10.30am Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel
12.00pm Midday Prayer
Sundays
8.00am BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel
10.30am Choral Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month
Community Communion on the 2nd Sunday of the month
Sung Eucharist on the 4th Sunday of the month
United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month
6.00pm

Choral Evensong on the 2st and 4th Sundays of the month

St Thomas’ Church
Thursdays
11.00am
Eucharist
Saturdays
09.00am Morning Prayer
Sundays
11.00am
Eucharist or Morning Worship
United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month

St Christopher’s Church
Sundays
9.30am
December

Eucharist or Morning Worship on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of

From 2019 St Christopher’s will have a Eucharist at 9:30 every 2nd Sunday
Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals,
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on
upcoming services in the parish.
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Book Reviews
Christian Music - a global history (revised and
expanded)
By Tim Dowley, SPCK, £14.99
Hillsong’s celebrity-filled services have recently brought attention to
the denomination’s contemporary style of worship, with Christian
thought and practice having a resurgence in Hip Hop and Grime,
with rappers such as Stormzy and Chance the Rapper drawing upon
gospel roots. But what is the musical legacy that led us here?
Tim Dowley traces the story of Christian music from its earliest
Jewish origins, through the Renaissance, Reformation and up to the present day,
discussing various liturgical traditions as well as non-liturgical sacred music. He
covers the fascinating story of hymns, sacred songs, Christian expressions in modern
jazz, folk, rock and pop. This comprehensive book ranges widely, with specialist
chapters on Christian music worldwide, and covers such varied topics as Christmas
carols, the music of Handel and Bach, spirituals and the blues, medieval polyphony,
Hildegard of Bingen and contemporary Christian music.

And the Star Shone Brightly
by Sally Ann Wright, Authentic, £4.99
Mary had a baby boy in a stable in Bethlehem on that first Christmas
day. His mother loved Him, angels sang for Him and the stars shone
brightly when Jesus was born. Now Christmas is celebrated all over
the world because Jesus was born on that very first Christmas day.
This story for youngsters aged 4 - 7, to help them discover how the
story of the First Christmas unfolded as the star shone brightly above
Bethlehem.

God's Biker - motorcycles and misfits
by Sean Stillman, SPCK, £11.99
'Zac’s Place' is a church in Swansea. It is a small chaotic community of
Jesus followers where the most fragile of life’s walking wounded try to
work out their faith, because they quite simply wouldn’t fit anywhere
else. It’s also the spiritual home for the local chapter of the motorcycle
club God’s Squad.
'Zac’s Place' was founded in 1998 and for nearly 20 years has been led
by Sean Stillman – a “painfully shy, nervous preacher’s kid”. In Zac’s
Place, chaos and disorder sit alongside community and grace in an
environment that sometimes resembles an AA meeting mixed with a casualty
department. This is Sean’s personal story of a transformed faith alongside the broken,
the story of the church he started and the European-wide growth of an unlikely bunch
of biker missionaries.
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How Father Christmas got where he is today
One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.
These days he seems to frequent shopping malls and garden centres. If he looks
tired, just remember that he has been around a long time and gone through a lot of
transformations.
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail trade
that he is today. He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an
important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. When his parents died
and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He became a bishop of the
nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered persecution and imprisonment
at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian.
Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Nicaea,
which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even, reportedly, slapped
another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity.
Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness
were just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued from
certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the father confronted
him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.
In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Victorian
times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had
taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real stardom.
The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister, turned
from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun poem for his
children one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally known by its
first line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’.
From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked and
white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of toys on
his back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters houses
down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets.
So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red? That was the
US Coca-Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the
latest, up-to-date pictures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, furtrimmed coat and a large belt.
These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t
have to pay for petrol. In order to get round all the children in the world
on Christmas Eve, he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average
speed of 1279 miles a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us
who are already exhausted just rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a
sobering thought!
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The Bishop of Lincoln writes . . .
November was a time of remembrance. The Feast of All Saints, the Feast of
All Souls, and we also remembered the end of the First World War.
There was not a single family in Britain, France and Germany unacquainted
with grief; nor a corner of life unaffected. I was in Boston Stump for a festival
of remembrance that included several exhibits about the impact of the war on
the lives of the people of Boston.
For me the most graphic image was a street map of Boston in 1918 on which
a black dot had been placed on each house where a family member had died
in that conflict. Boston was much smaller then, but there was hardly a house
without one or more dots – 200 in all.
Rather than people returning to a land fit for heroes, the soldiers who returned
came home to unemployment and to a nation that did not show gratitude to
those who fought for it. We have begun to learn this lesson.
War also led us to understand the nature of God in a different way.
During the war itself and in the decades that followed we uncovered something new in our understanding of God. Put simply: if God is loving and allpowerful, how could evil be allowed to flourish on this devastating scale? And
why would we continue to trust in a God indifferent to our fate?
One person who wrestled with these questions was Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy. He was an army chaplain who earned the nickname Woodbine Willie for
handing out cigarettes to the troops at the same time as copies of the New
Testament.
Woodbine Willie insisted on being on the front line with the troops whenever
he could. Those battlefield experiences forced him to confront depths of evil
and suffering which few of us will ever see.

Having entered the war with a secure faith in God and an abstract notion of
evil, he ended it being absolutely certain of the existence of evil as a real
force at work in the world. The challenge, then, was to find a way to reconcile
all that he had seen in the trenches with the existence of a God who was
worth believing in.
For Woodbine Willie, hope came with an understanding that God was no longer the almighty force of his pre-war understanding, able to prevent humans
from harming one another if he so chose. Instead, God was present in the
heat of battle, suffering along with humanity, in the intolerable conditions of
the trenches, in the endless slaughter of young lives. God was characterised
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not by force and power, but by love; no longer remote from all that was going on, but intimately connected with it and suffering through it.

God has planted in each one of us the greatest potential for love; and yet,
evil exists and because evil often expresses itself in violence it has to be
confronted with force and violence, whether between nations or within a
nation.
After the war, despite everything he had seen, Woodbine Willie was able to
write, ‘The universe is as an “unfinished movement” in which the underlying
melody is love.’
The God we believe in brings love out of hate; light out of darkness; justice
out of oppression; good out of evil; life out of death. This is our God, and
his name is Love. Our acts of remembrance during November helped us to
prepare for the season of advent as we remember the first coming of Christ
and prepare for his second coming. To remember helps us to be mindful of
what it means for Christ to be born in us today.
With every blessing,

† Christopher

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
Help someone break the chains of debt
How big are your debts? How long will it take you to repay
them? Christians Against Poverty has hundreds of lowincome clients who are facing an average repayment term
of more than 600 years. Despite sticking to their budgets with our support
and advice, they will never, ever be able to pay off their debts.
The good news is that CAP is ready to take these people through an
official process called a Debt Relief Order to become debt free. The fee is
just £90, but their income is so low, they can’t afford even to do that. And
so CAP is asking people to consider donating the needed money to help
people get out of hopeless debt.
Churches Together in Boston are partnered with Christians Against Poverty
and help to support a local debt centre. If you are struggling with debt or
know someone who is please call 0800 328 0006 to book an appointment
with your local debt centre.
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An Ancient Poem of Hope for the New Year
The Peace of God
When war did cease upon the earth,
The stars looked out, the heavens rang,
The small Lord Jesus came to birth,
A lilt of peace His Mother sang.
A lilt of peace ‘mid snow-clad sheen,
Goodness-peace, forgiveness of sin,
Confession-peace, penitent-clean,
Peace with God and the peace within.
Peace with God and goodwill to men,
The peace of triumph on the Tree,
The rising peace that followed then,
The peace of God for you and me.
The peace of God, lake-waters by,
The peace of God, mist o’er the sea,
The peace of God, ascending high,
The peace of God, unceasingly.

From Poems of the Western Highlanders
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In Quires and Places Where They Sing . . .
Those words, from Cranmer's Book of Common Prayer, indicate the
sections of the liturgy approved by him for musical setting. But permission
for music was conditionally given. 'For every syllable, as far as possible,
one note,' was Cranmer's injunction. The Church had grown tired of
interminable musical offerings, no matter how beautifully composed and
sung. And though St Augustine's dictum “he who sings prays twice” still
held true, the newly Protestant Church of England wanted simple music
that enhanced rather than enlarged religious worship.
In spite - or, perhaps, because - of such constraints Tudor composers rose
to the challenge magnificently. They have left a legacy of Anglican Church
music that – combined with the unique English choral tradition – marks a
major musical milestone. Tallis, Byrd, Gibbons, Weelkes, Tomkins will all be
familiar names to anyone who sings or has sung in a church choir, or to
anyone who studies the music list of churches like the Stump.
That legacy is one we hold in trust for generations to come. Music is a form
of worship, an offering, no better and no worse than any other, but one with
a very special place in the tradition. And the great beauty of church music
is that it is every bit equal to the architectural splendour of the majestic
buildings in which it is so often heard.
But ultimately, all the beauty – whether in stone or sound – is rooted in and
inspired by the Word of God. And it is this (in the myriad ways the sacred
text can be illuminated and adorned by music) that ensures our loyalty to a
centuries-old tradition.

'A thing of beauty is a joy forever,' wrote Keats. Great art – including music
– can live outside the church, outside the liturgy and survive in the concert
hall as much as art can decorate gallery walls. But church music only truly
comes alive and speaks to us of its truth when sung in those self-same
'Quires (Choirs, Chancels) and places where they sing.'
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Parish Pilgrimage to Sheffield
On Saturday 13th October, a group from the
parish made a pilgrimage to Sheffield Cathedral,
and for me, it turned out to be a day of wonderful
surprises.
The day came at the end of a busy and rather
stressful week, in the midst of a busy harvest time
for the foodbank and during remembrance
preparation, so I had missed my day off. I was
feeling a bit tired and grumpy as I walked round to
pick up the bus.
However, sometimes God just delivers exactly
what we need, and the day turned out to be just what I needed. Firstly, a
lovely restful and peaceful time on the coach. I really loved the sacred
space of Sheffield Cathedral. After a lovely coffee in their café, we joined
the daily communion service, led by the Dean,
the Very Reverend Peter Bradley. Outside the
chapel there is a wonderful sculpture of the
nativity in steel – a reminder of Sheffield’s great
history. In his welcome to us he talked about the
cathedral being a place of hospitality – open and
welcoming to all. They have a very significant
ministry to the homeless, and “roofless” as he
called the group they minister to. They have over
1,000 people registered to the charity which runs
out of the cathedral offering food, drinks, shelter,
dentistry (!) – the only cathedral hosting a dentist
– health, reading lessons and advice on how to
get other help. The Dean also sits on a Poverty Action Group where
agencies in the city try to make best use of scarce resources. As someone
who feels called to this work, and our work in church of offering hospitality
to all, I just felt that God was speaking to me through his words.
One of the other surprises for me was that the parish have made so many
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pilgrimages in the past. It was wonderful to see
the cross which travelled with us, marked up
showing every previous pilgrimage for the last 20
years or so…and to see it proudly carried into
the chapel where we celebrated communion
together.
We enjoyed a formal tour around the building,
learning that the site has been used by
Christians for over 1,000 years, even though the
building was only granted Cathedral status in
1914. We enjoyed seeing the separate chapels
with different dedications and themes; especially
the poignant St George’s chapel commemorating HMS Sheffield, sunk
during the Falklands Conflict in 1982. My favourite space was the crypt – a
lovely quiet space to sit and pray during our free time in the afternoon,
which also included a quick trip to the Christian book shop and Marks and
Spencers!

I am so pleased to have been a part of this pilgrimage – I hope to return to
Sheffield as soon as I can.
Reverend Sue

26

We Three Kings . . .
“A cold coming they had of it at this time of the year, just the worst time of the
year to take a journey, and specially a long journey, in. The way’s deep, the
weather sharp, the days short, the sun farthest off, in solstitio brumali, the
very dead of winter.”
It was 1622, and the Bishop of Winchester, Launcelot Andrews, was
preaching a magnificent sermon to King James I. Reckoned one of the best
preachers ever, Launcelot Andrews’ words were later taken up by T S Eliot
and transformed into his wonderful poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’. What a
vivid picture – we can see it all! The camels’ breath steaming in the night air
as the kings, in their gorgeous robes of silk and cloth-of-gold, and clutching
their precious gifts, kneel to adore the baby in the manger.
Yet the Bible does not give us as much detail as some people think. Tradition
down the centuries has added a great deal
more. For instance, we know from St
Matthew that the magi were ‘wise’, or
learned men of some sort, but we do not
know if they were kings or not. The Bible
tells us there were several; tradition has
decided upon three, and even named them:
Balthassar, Melchior, and Caspar (or
Gaspar). But the Bible does tell us that the
magi gave baby Jesus three highly symbolic
gifts: gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh. Gold stands for kingship, frankincense for worship, and myrrh for
anointing – anticipating His death.
There is a lovely ancient mosaic in Ravenna, Italy, that is 1,500 years old. It
depicts the wise men in oriental garb of trousers and Phrygian caps, carrying
their gifts past palm trees towards the star that they followed… straight to
Jesus.
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Plough Sunday
The observance of Plough Sunday on the First Sunday of Epiphany goes
back to Victorian times, but behind it there is a much older observance,
associated with the first working day after the twelve days of Christmas,
hence ‘Plough Monday’ in some places. Parishioners would often walk
through their village collecting alms for the poor, before gathering down at the
church. Work on the fields would then begin on Plough Monday, the day
after the prayers for blessing. In medieval times some ploughs were kept in
the parish church, and some churches kept a ‘plough-light’. In days when
work was scarce in winter, the observance looked forward to the time of
sowing with the promise of a harvest to come. In bygone years, the supply
chain of food across Britain was fairly short: if it didn’t grow in your local
fields, you were very apt to go hungry. Hence the widespread traditional
custom of Plough Sunday. These days, with supermarkets delivering food all
year round, the nature of Plough Sunday has changed into a general
celebration of farming and the work of farmers.
The Blessing of the Plough
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
for in your abundant care you have given us fertile
land,
rich soil, the seasons in their courses.
You provide seed for sowing, water, light and warmth
to bring forth the miracle of growth.
You give us skill to work the land,
to prepare and nourish it, that it may be fruitful.
By your blessing,
let this plough be a sign of all that you promise to us.
Prosper the work of our hands,
and provide abundant crops for your people to share.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
God speed the plough.
God speed the plough.
28

In 2019 Plough Monday
falls on 7th January, and
services for Plough
Sunday are held in
several Lincolnshire
churches during January.
Locally, the parish
churches of St Swithin’s,
Bicker and St Mary & St
Nicholas, Wrangle both
observed Plough Sunday
in 2018. Look out for their
arrangements for 2019.

Christmas Colour-In for Grownups
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Christmas Colour-In for Children
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Advertisements
Gardening & Property
Maintenance
Regular or one off jobs undertaken
Friendly, reliable service
No job too small

Hand Embroidery Classes
starting September 2018
Weekly classes on Tuesday morning
(except 3rd in month),
Wednesday morning and Thursday morning
10:00-12:30 £8 per class
Monthly class on Fourth Saturday
10:00-16:00
£15 per class

Martyn

Fees payable half termly in advance

For further details contact: Jo Jeffries

Cridland

07508 296443
J2jembroidery@gmail.com

01205 359668 / 07814 652333
Please support the
advertisers in this magazine

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights

St. Botolph’s
Church
Carillon

Sponsor the church to
be lit up on your chosen For the St.
date, between 6pm and Botolph’s carillon to ring Happy
midnight for £25.
Birthday on your chosen timings
between 8.30 am to 4pm for £25.
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St Botolph’s Church Tours

St Botolph’s Coffee Rota

We offer guided tours of St
Botolph’s Church, for more
information or to book a tour
please email
tours@parishofboston.co.uk

Volunteers are needed to help
serve coffee after Sunday
services. If you can help please
speak with Adam Kelk
01205 310929

St Christopher’s Hall

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please contact
Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

To hire the hall please contact
Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461

Pilgrim News
For advertising and to submit articles please
contact:
Revd Jane Robertson
Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office
Deadline for Dec/ Jan submissions:
10th January

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the
Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and
Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.
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The Team
Revd. Alyson
Buxton
Team Rector

Revd. Jane
Robertson

Revd. Sue Rose
Assistant Curate

Assistant Curate
& Boston Lecturer

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose
Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner
Churchwardens
Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot,
Lay Chair

Bob Tamberlin
Graham Stewart-Smith

Fabric Manager
Trevor Baily
Music Co-ordinator
John Lyon
Operations Manager
Adam Kelk
Caterer
Ann Epton
Housekeeper
Jackie Barkworth
Fundraiser/Bookkeeper
William Culley
Volunteer Manager
Caz Harvey
Resources Officer
Chris Ladner
Evangelism Coordinator
Simon Connolly
HLF Administrator
Jayne Maddy
Finance Support Officer
Rod Paul
Treasurer (St Thomas’)
Gill Paul
Lay Minister
David Scoot
Foodbank Manager
Maxine Correya
Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor

trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk
john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk
ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk
jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk
william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk
chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk
simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk
jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk

maxine.correya@parishofboston.co.uk
bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk

Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670 Rectory Offices 01205 310929
www.parish-of-boston.org.uk

