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Dear Friends, 

Many of you will know and be able to sing, without prompting or music, the 

words of the Beatles 1967 song ; ‘All you Need is Love’ with the chorus going 

All you need is love, all you need is love, all you need is love, love, love is all 

you need. We are heading to the ‘love’ time of year, and to Valentines Day. 

This day began in the romantic courtly circles of the 14th century and Geoffrey 

Chaucer. By the 18th century it evolved into an occasion in which lovers 

expressed their love for each other by the giving of flowers, chocolates and 

cards. Now of course it is a mass marketing experience: we know it is the 

New Year when the Valentine’s Day cards arrive in the shops. 

I wonder what we really think love is all about? My daughter Victoria, at the 

age of five, randomly and without prompting told us around the lunch table 

that ‘Love is not being careless’. 

Gary Chapman wrote the book called The Five Languages of Love, the 

conclusion of the book is that we often give love in the way we like to receive 

it. (This can be a clue when we are trying to show love to others - watch how 

they show it - because that is how they may like to receive it). Chapman 

explains the five languages are 

Words of Affirmation:   ‘I love you and you are so special to me’ - ‘what a 

       beautiful picture you have painted, you are so  

       talented’. 

Quality Time:     making sure we spend quality and individual time 

       with those whom we love. 

Giving Gifts:     the giving of thoughtful and appropriate yet not  

       expensive gifts 

Acts of Service:    the painting of the kitchen, taking round a meal, 

       walking the dog, even putting the bins out! 

Physical Touch:    holding of hands, a hug, a touch on the shoulder, 

       and other stuff. 

 When I read this book it made me think if this understanding could be related 

Revd. Alyson Buxton writes . . . 
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to God’s love. Perhaps not, after-all God’s love is unique, it is an Agape love. 

The word Agape was invented by the Greeks to be able to describe the 

uniqueness of God’s love. It is the highest of all loves and means selfless, 

sacrificial, unconditional love. This is nothing like the love we try to attempt 

with one another. However, all of this being said, I thought I would give it ago 

for Valentine’s Day 2019. So here goes: 

Words of Affirmation:  This is my Son the beloved in whom I am well  

       pleased. 

Quality time:    Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will  

       give you rest. 

Giving of Gifts:    For God so loved the world that he GAVE….. 

Acts of service:   The Son of Man did not come to be served but to 

       serve 

Physical touch:   The Eucharist (could be controversial) 

 

What do you think? Let me know alyson.buxton@parishofboston.co.uk  

All you need is love, all you need is love 

All you need is love, love, love is all you need 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

  Aly  

Weddings and Baptisms 

For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment.  

You will then be given all the information needed, and your questions answered. 

You can book your appointment by any of the methods 

below. Email: chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk (preferred 

method) Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the 

Parish Office. (Please note that it is not always possible to be seen 

immediately, thank you). 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR 

BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 

mailto:alyson.buxton@parishofboston.co.uk
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Be still and know  
that I am God 

For Meditation and Prayer ….  

Psalm 46:10 

A Prayer for February 
Dear Lord,  

February can seem such a bleak, mid-winter month, often flavoured with 

‘flu and bad weather. But actually, the days are lengthening. There are 

snowdrops and other signs of new life, if we look expectantly. Spring is 

beckoning. Open our eyes, Lord, to see the wonders of your creation, even 

in February. May we appreciate the rhythms of the seasons you designed 

for us, and rejoice in the hope you have given us in Jesus, who came to 

wonderfully re-create, to make all things new, by his death and resurrec-

tion. Thank you Father for life-signs in February - and thank you especially 

for the new life-sign of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 
By Daphne Kitching 
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This year the Lent Course will take place on 
Saturday mornings in the History Room in the 
Rectory Offices.                                       
It will begin at 10 am and should finish around 
11.30. 
 
The dates are Saturday March 9

th
, 16

th
, 23

rd
, 30

th
   

and April 6
th
. 

It will be lovely to see you there. 

Lent Course 2019 

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 

hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request it will be shared with a 

group of Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers will pray for all 

requests received.                

Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk 

 

Some Quotes for Lent . . . . . 

• Satan doesn’t care what we worship, as long as we don’t worship God.   
DL Moody 

• Holiness is not something to be received in a meeting; it is a life to be 
lived and to be lived in detail.  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

And then Holy Week . . . . . 

• All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, 

and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, 

put together, have not affected the life of mankind on this earth as power-

fully as has that one solitary life.  Anon 

• The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not deep enough for His tomb, 

the clouds are not wide enough for His winding-sheet.  E Thomson 



5 

News from the Music Department  
Christmas wrapping!   

For those of you who have been into church recently, you will 

have noticed that it was not only gifts that were wrapped up over 

the Christmas period!  Our Harrison Church Organ and it’s 

smaller partner, the Cousans Chamber Organ have both been 

enclosed in plastic sheeting to protect them whilst the work to the nave continues in 

church.  We tend to think of organs as begin large machines full of long metal pipes 

but as well as the many pipes enclosed behind the façade of each organ, both our 

instruments contain a huge array of smaller parts, including many which combine 

to create the playing mechanisms of the organ.  They are made from a range of 

materials including wood, metal, wire, felt and very fine grade leather.  All these 

parts operate under close tolerances and are very susceptible to damage from dust 

and dirt.  The leather pneumatic motors which open and close pipes when keys are 

pressed are very delicate indeed.  The grit in stone dust can quickly wear the 

leather away, which prevents these parts (which look like mini-matchbox bellows) 

from functioning.  When this happens, a note will stop sounding until a replacement 

is made and fitted. 

 

As with so many things in life, prevention is far better than cure and, in this case, 

far less expensive too!  And so, for the first time probably since the 1980’s, the men 

from Harrison and Harrison boarded a cherry picker armed with plastic sheet and 

tape to gift-wrap our organ.  The view from inside the organ console is quite 

changed and it is rather like being in a separate room with the door closed!  

Thankfully, the organ’s camera systems allow us to have a good view of the church 

below, albeit on a TV screen! 

 

After the work was completed, the next stage was to assess the impact on the 

sound of the organ in the church.  None of us were really sure what to expect here 

but we were all delighted to discover that the sheeting has had minimal impact on 

the ability to hear the organ speak.  Our organ is famous for its wonderful tone and 

so this was a great relief to us.  If anything, the plastic has dampened the brighter 

sounds a little, but the overall tone has not been compromised at all.  Both our 

instruments will remain in their wrappings until all the internal works in the church 

have been completed. 
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Singing in our Parish 
Our three parish choirs have now resumed rehearsals for the new term and are 

busy learning the music for services and events that are coming up. 

The Junior choir currently meets on Monday evenings from 4 - 5pm in church, or 

the Cotton Chapel when the temperature is low in church.  New members are 

always welcome at any point in the term.  We welcome children from the age of 7 

up to 13 in this group.  No previous vocal or musical experience is required.  

Interested parents should contact me, the Director of Music, via the parish office or 

by email at  

john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Our Parish Choir is made up from adult voices and meet to rehearse in church 

each week on Wednesdays from 7 - 8.30pm.  This month, the choir are preparing 

music for morning Eucharist Services and Choral Evensong, including canticles by 

Howells and Stanford.  Anthems include the wonderful work by Edward Bairstow 

(onetime organist and Choirmaster of Wigan Parish Church and then York Minster) 

‘Blessed City, Heavenly Salem’.  This piece features a wide and colourful range of 

musical shapes and textures from moments of extreme drama, power and 

grandeur through to the most exquisite and beautifully delicate.  The Parish Choir is 

always looking for new members to come and join with us.  If you enjoy singing, or 

think you might, please do come along to a rehearsal to see if you would like to join 

us. 

 

The Boston Community Choir meets on Tuesdays evenings from 7.15 until 

8.15pm each week.  This choir is open to everyone and sings a broad and varied 

range of music.  There is a small charge to attend which is paid termly.  The current 

charge is £21 per term, which lasts from now until Easter.  Two sessions are free to 

new members, who are welcome to come and try before you buy!  All our choirs 

are very friendly and sociable places to be.  They all offer the opportunity to learn a 

new skill or to develop an existing one.   

Our music team are all experienced and well-qualified.  We all believe that people 

learn best when they are enjoying what they do and we are very proud to be a part 

of the team here at The Parish of Boston.  We can assure you of a warm welcome, 

whether you arrive as a potential new member or simply turn up to a service or 

concert to sit and listen to the music! 

mailto:John.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk
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God-Bites is a series of sessions we have organised to help us to engage 

with topics which are related to our faith. Each session will be at lunchtime, 

usually on a Thursday starting at 12noon, and will last about an hour, so that 

we can enjoy an informal lunch together after the session. At each session we 

will hear from an expert who will talk to us for 15-20 minutes, then we will 

have a period of informal questions and answers and discussion.  Please 

bring a packed lunch. 

The venue will either be the History Room in the office, or in the Cotton 

Chapel in St Botolph. There is no cost; booking is just to give us an indication 

of numbers for the session. All are welcome – the sessions will be suitable for 

those who don’t regularly attend services, as well as congregation members. 

Please join us for any of these sessions: 

28th February  Resilience – Justine Allain Chapman, Archdeacon of Boston 

14th March   Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking – Trevor Porter,      

  Salvation Army 

28th March   Can War ever be Justified? Panel Discussion 

23rd May  Faith and Politics – Reverend Dr Sally Myers, Principal, 

 Lincoln School of Theology 

27th June  Do animals go to heaven? – Reverend Jane Robertson 

25th July  To be Confirmed 

22nd August  Reverend Aly Buxton 

26th Sept  ‘Embracing Christ: Christening babies and children in British 

    families down the ages and today’ Reverend Dr Sarah 

      Lawrence, IME Officer, Diocese of Lincoln  

24th October What happens when we die? – Reverend Sue Rose 

28th November To be Confirmed 

 Reverend Sue 

God Bites 
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St Botolph’s Restoration - News Update  

Well, that’s the Christmas Break all finished, 

and now the site is a hive of activity again. 

There is a renewed buzz around as the 

contractors are busily (and noisily) moving 

poles, ladders and scaffolding planks all over 

the place!  

The scaffolding around the tower is growing up 

fast now, and as I write this and look out of my 

office window, they have 8 levels of scaffolding 

up. Not an easy task at all, and they are really 

working hard from the moment they arrive in 

the morning.  

Inside, the work is moving on again 

now, and the Victorian floor has 

been exposed. There are lots of 

handmade bricks that have been 

taken up and are in the process of 

being cleaned up so that they can 

be reused within the project.  

 

 

Unfortunately, the North Door of the church will be closed to the public (and 

church staff) from Monday 14th January for the foreseeable future to allow the 

contractors safe and free access – entrance for everyone will be via the South 

Door. I think we will all be very fit at the end of the project from walking all the 

way round whenever we need to go to the church! 

 The ‘Passion For People’ newsletter has been produced monthly and will 

keep everyone updated with any exciting news and progress of the works.  If 

you would like a copy sent to your email, please fill in one of the slips in the 

Stump Shop and I will make sure you get your copy sent to you!  
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Pop-up Church — Snowdrop Visit 
A visit to Easton Walled Gardens 

to see their wonderful Snowdrop display. 

Saturday 23rd February  

Meet in car park at Easton Gardens at 

10.20am  

Postcode: NG33 5AP  

 

On arrival we will be met by a member of staff who will welcome  

us to the gardens.  

For those who would like to join in there will be a short ‘prayer walk’.  

Entry fee includes their Botanical Art Exhibition 

entitled ‘Plants and Pollinators’ 

showing works by Dawn Wright and Val Littlewood.  

Cost is £7.70  

 

To book, either hand in the slip at the bottom of the leaflets in Church, 

email Jane via jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk or place your 

name on the sign-up sheet in the Parish Office. Please make 

payment by Tuesday 19th February* by placing your money in an 

envelope clearly labelled ‘Easton Walled Gardens’ along with your 

name. 

Cheques are to be made payable to  

‘Central Bank St Botolph’s’  

 

*We understand that sometimes cost can prevent us from being able to 

participate in activities. If this is genuinely the case for anyone in our church 

community, please speak in confidence to Revd. Jane or Chris Ladner  
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A Poem for the Season 

My room is full of clutter 

And so much like my life 

As they’re both packed full of memories  

Made special with my wife. 

They fill the shelves and cupboards - 

And make it hard to dust – 

And if one gets moved just 

Half-an-inch, the mark that’s left is  

Just like a friend 

Who’s there – then gone - 

To remind us of life’s race 

Which always is best run 

With the help of God’s own grace 

Now seen in the Man in everyone 

Who carries us along 

That we might cross the finishing line 

To hear God say, ‘Well done’! 

 
By Sam Doubtfire 

Clutter 
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HOME FREED: the theology of decluttering  Part 1: Goal! 

One popular New Year’s Resolution is the decision to do something about the TOO MUCH STUFF in your 

home. But where do you begin? Jane Brocklehurst has worked as a professional ‘declutterer’ for many years, 

helping people to get their homes back under control.  Here she begins a simple theology of decluttering.  This 

is a four-part series.  

 Forgetting what lies behind, I press on towards the goal.  (Phil 

3:13) 

An important aspect of spirituality is to live in the present, without letting the past hold 

you captive, or the future make you anxious. 

But in a house full of clutter, paying close attention to what is immediately in front of you 

may be the last thing you want to do!  Heaps of clutter demand attention, because it 

occupies the space you need to work in, because it hides the important thing you are 

looking for, because it is difficult to keep clean, because you literally risk falling over it 

and injuring yourself if you don't pay attention. 

The desire to clear clutter and live more simply can be strong, but people often don't 

know how to begin. Just throw it all away and start again? There may be treasures 

buried in the junk!  (And anyway, recycling is more responsible than simple disposal.) 

For the past decade, I have been helping people to declutter their homes and also to 

organize what they want to keep. No matter how the process ends, decluttering always 

begins the same way – we set a goal. What are you aiming to achieve? What will be 

the end result? 

Your goal provides motivation, a sense of purpose when the mess is at its worst. With 

no goal, you might just move stuff from one place to another, without sorting through it. 

One room is cleared, but another is newly cluttered!  So, it is better to go through things 

by type –  shoes, tools, pans, books, and so on – rather than room by room.  For 

example, do you really need 20 pairs of shoes, and eight screwdrivers?  If your goal is 

to keep only things you use at least once every year, then the answer becomes easier. 

Often clutter is inherited. Although you don't really want it, there is a sense of obligation, 

guilt, or fear of what might happen if you give anything away. So, part of your goal could 

include a change of attitude. Pray you will be able to see things for what they really are. 

Pray for wisdom as you choose what to keep. Pray that you can open your hands to let 

go of what you do not need. Pray for perseverance until your goal is reached. 

Remember that clutter is as much in the mind as in the home.   

Then begin. Gather your possessions into ‘like’ groups, and look at each thing in turn. 

Make positive choices. How will this possession help you to reach your goal? Surround 

yourself with beautiful, useful things that make living in the moment a joy and a delight.  

Take the rest down to the nearest charity shop – where they may well go on to light up 

someone else’s life.  
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St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session   
10.00am to 12.00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church  
 

Coffee & Chat  
Mondays 10.00am to 12.30pm, Wednesdays 1.00 to 3.00pm at St 
Christopher’s Church 
 

 Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) - see page 6 
4.00 to 5.00pm, every Monday at St Botolph’s Church  
 

 Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) - see page 6 
7.15 to 8.15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church 
February 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, & April 2nd  

 

Lent Course  - see page 4 
10.00 to 11.30am, in the History Room in the Rectory Offices   
Saturdays March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th & April 6th 

God Bites  - see page 7 
12 noon either in the History Room or Cotton Chapel (depending on numbers) 
28th February  Resilience – Justine Allain Chapman, Archdeacon of Boston 
14th March   Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking – Trevor Porter,      

    Salvation Army 

Pop-up Church  - see pages 9 & 10 

A visit to Easton Walled Gardens to see the Snowdrops 
  

What's On 

 

Special Services 

 

Ash Wednesday, 6th March 

 10.30am Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes at St Botolph’s 

    Church  

 6.30pm   Choral Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes at St Botolph’s 

    Church  
 

 

 

Mothering Sunday, 31st March, United Eucharist Service  

10.30am at St Botolph’s Church 
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Regular Service Times 
St Botolph’s Church 

Monday to Wednesday 

  8.15am Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 

Wednesdays 

10.30am Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

12.00pm Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

8.00am  BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

10.30am Choral Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

   Community Communion on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

   Sung Eucharist on the 4th Sunday of the month 
   United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 
 

 6.00pm Choral Evensong on the 2st and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

St Thomas’ Church 
Thursdays 

11.00am  Eucharist 

Saturdays 

09.00am Morning Prayer 

Sundays 

11.00am Eucharist or Morning Worship 

 

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 
 

St Christopher’s Church 
Sundays 

 9.30am Eucharist or Morning Worship every 2nd Sunday  

 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on 
upcoming services in the parish. 
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Book Reviews 
Home Freed: the Theology of Decluttering 

By Jane Brocklehurst, Kindle edition, £1.99 

Clutter begins in the mind, with a certain attitude toward 
material possessions. Decluttering with other people is as 
much a ministry as a job. 

If we own nothing at all, it makes us miserable because 
none of our basic human needs are met. Having food and 
clothes and a secure place to sleep are essential to well-
being. So, it's logical to assume that the more we own the 
happier we will be, right? Well, no. Perhaps surprisingly, 
having too many things also makes people miserable. 

Drawing on the ancient wisdom of the Bible, Home Freed looks at the spiritual 
effects of living with clutter and explores historical reasons why material 
overabundance has become a lifestyle issue for so many people in Britain 
today. There is practical advice on what to do about it, drawn from ten years' 
decluttering experience, including a flow chart designed to make it easier to 
decide what to keep, and what to do with the rest of it. See your possessions 
differently and set yourself free. 

Take This Bread - A Radical Conversion 

by Sara Miles, Canterbury Press, £12.99 

The story of an unexpected and terribly inconvenient Christian 
conversion, told by a very unlikely convert.  Take This Bread is 
not only a spiritual memoir but a call to action. Raised as an 
atheist, Sara Miles lived an enthusiastically secular life as a 
restaurant cook and writer.  

Then one morning, for no earthly reason, she wandered into a church. She ate 
a piece of bread, took a sip of wine, and found herself radically transformed, 
embracing a faith she'd scorned and which would lead to feeding others in a 
way that she'd never imagined. Sara started a food pantry giving away literally 
tons of food from around the same altar where she'd first received the body of 
Christ,  providing hundreds of hungry families with free groceries each week. 

Take This Bread is rich with real-life Dickensian characters - church ladies, 
millionaires, schizophrenics, bishops, and gangsters - all blown into Miles' life 
by the relentless force of her new-found calling.  
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Quiz: Hidden Bible Books 
Can you find 30 books of the Bible hidden in this passage? 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane 

seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied 

for hours. He enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends. One 

friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his John-boat. Another 

friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was 

so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. 

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews 

a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy 

to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a 

jam, especially since the books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully from 

answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar 

to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our 

genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in these 

paragraphs. During a recent fundraising event, which features this puzzle, the 

Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set a new sales record. 

The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that 

this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel 

Humana humbly puts it, "the books are all right here in plain view, hidden from 

sight". Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those 

who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books Timothy 

and Samuel appear without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that 

punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help 

you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. 

Remember, there is no need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of 

the Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found. 

Tip: the books of the Bible, as they appear in the quiz, are as follows: Amos, Mark, Luke, John, Joel, Judges, Job, 
Hebrews, Esther, Acts, James, Ruth, Romans, Titus, Matthew, Genesis, Philemon (spelt Phillemon in quiz), 
Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, Hosea, Lamentations, Revelation, Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, Malachi, Peter, Exo-
dus, Kings. 
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This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight 

from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much that he passed it 

on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his John-boat. Another 

friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she 

mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column 

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a cup of tea to help her 

nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, 

will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully 

from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them 

at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have 

in seeing the books in these paragraphs. During a recent fundraising event, which features this puzzle, 

the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set a new  

The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the 

most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "the books are all right here in 

plain view, hidden from sight". Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those 

who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books Timothy and Samuel appear 

without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A 

chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. 

Remember, there is no need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking 

somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found 

Read on: 

1)  The bandage was wound around the wound.  

2)  The farm was used to produce produce.  

3)  We must polish the Polish furniture.  

4)  The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 

5)  Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present 

 the  present.  

6)  A sea bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 

7)  The insurance was invalid for the invalid.  

8)  They were too close to the door to close it.  

9)  After going out after having done some sewing, a sewer fell into a sewer. 

10)  Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear. 

So you think English is easy?   

Answers to Hidden Bible Book Quiz Page16 
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  Water 

 

Open the door of any 

church and the first thing 

to greet you is the font. 

As you enter the porch to 

turn that door handle, 

there may be a holy 

water stoup set in the 

wall: both reminders of 

the sacrament of baptism 

that marks the beginning 

of the Christian journey. 

 

 

 

 

In the church, water is a symbol with two faces. One 

is the face of an enemy for it can be a destructive 

power. We can think of the engulfing water of the 

flood, consuming the earth, and the image of the 

Christian immersed and drowning in the water of 

baptism, dying to the old way to be raised to the 

new life of the spirit. But water is also a friend and 

an ally – a sign of life and refreshment, of washing 

and cleansing, of starting anew. We recall this 

twofold aspect when we cross ourselves with the 

water of the stoup or are sprinkled with water as we 

renew our baptismal promises at the Easter Vigil. 

The Rev Michael Burgess explores symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art. 

God in the Arts 

Font at St Botolph’s Church 
Font at St Thomas’s  Church 

Font at St Christopher’s  Church 
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Around 1330 Andrea Pisano created a 

series of 28 glorious bronze panels for the 

south door of the 11th century baptistery in 

Florence. One of them depicts that crucial 

moment of the baptism of Jesus. He is up to 

his waist in the river. An angel kneels at one 

side with a towel, while John the Baptist 

stands at the other, pouring water on the 

head of Jesus as the Holy Spirit descends 

like a dove.  

 

                              

 

 

 

                              

The baptism itself becomes a door – a 

door through which Jesus must pass to 

begin his ministry as the anointed one, 

and a door through which others must 

enter as they seek to follow. Jesus will 

go on to call disciples fishing in the water 

of the Sea of Galilee, just as he will tell a Samaritan woman about water that 

will gush up to eternal life. Jesus calls us and offers us this water – to be 

washed and refreshed by it: a door that will open out for us into a life of joy 

and service.    
 

Car Stickers - all popular with women! 
1. My mother is a travel agent for guilt trips. 

2. Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. 

3. Coffee, chocolate, men.  Some things are just better 

 rich. 

4. Don’t treat me any differently than you would the 

 Queen. 

5. If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen. 
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Thomas Bray: founder of SPCK  
Thomas Bray was once called a “Great Small Man”, with good 

reason.  This diminutive 18th century English clergyman (1658 – 

1730) not only helped to establish the Church of England in 

Maryland, but he was also founder of the Society for the 

Propagation of Christian Knowledge (SPCK) in 1698 and the 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 

(USPG) in 1701. 

Those are long names for societies whose aim was to get Christian books 

and resources into the hands of those who desperately needed them.  For the 

early 18th century was not an easy time for poor clergymen: books were 

expensive, and many of them had few, or none to guide them in their ministry.  

And so Thomas Bray, who had been educated at Oxford, joined with some 

other clergy friends to help them.     

After a trip to assess the needs of the young Episcopal Church in Maryland 

(he was sent by the Bishop of London), Bray became rector of St Botolph’s, 

Aldgate in London in 1708.  From here he served his parish, and through 

SPCK eventually established 80 parish libraries in England and a further 39 in 

the Colonies.  SPCK and USPG worked by asking learned authors to donate 

copies of their books.  They also appealed to merchants to the foreign 

plantations for financial help in establishing the libraries. 

Thomas Bray’s life has affected hundreds of thousands of people over three 

centuries.  Not only was his work in America the first major coordinated effort 

to establish libraries in the New World, but SPCK is still one of our leading UK 

Christian publishing houses today.  As if that was not enough, Bray also 

worked to help poor debtors emigrate to better lives, and homeless children to 

get care in England.  He helped feed prisoners at Newgate prison in London 

and joined in the political fight against slavery. He also supported outreaches 

to Africans and Native Americans in their home countries. 

When he died on 15th February 1730, thousands mourned him.  A great small 

man indeed! 
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Puzzle Page  
The Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple/ Candlemas 

Candlemas, 2 February, comes 

exactly 40 days after Christmas. 

In New Testament times 40 days 

old was an important age for a 

baby boy: it was when they 

made their first ‘public 

appearance’.  Mary, like all good 

Jewish mothers, went to the 

Temple with Jesus, her first male 

child - to ‘present Him to the  

Candlemas 
Forty 
Days 
After  
Christmas 

Boy 
First 
Public  
Appearance 
Mary 

Jewish 
Temple  
festival  
presentation  
described  

light  
world  
candles 
lighting 
early 

New  
Testament 
Important 
Age 
Baby 

Lord’.  Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Tem-

ple. (Luke 2: 22-40)  So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is 

described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Chris-

tians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this 

day.   
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Children’s Page 
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Advertisements 

Gardening & Property 

Maintenance 
 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

 

Martyn 

Cridland 
 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights 

 

Sponsor the church to 

be lit up on your chosen 

date, between 6pm and 

midnight  for £30.  

St. Botolph’s 

Church 

Carillon 

For the St. 

Botolph’s carillon to ring Happy 

Birthday on your chosen timings 

between 8.30 am to 4pm for £25.  

 

Please support the                        

advertisers in this magazine 

  

  

  

  

  

Hand Embroidery Classes                  
starting September 2018 

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning                              

(except 3rd in month),                                         

Wednesday morning and Thursday morning                     

10:00-12:30  £8 per class 

Monthly class on Fourth Saturday                                        

10:00-16:00                                                                     

£15 per class 

Fees payable half termly in advance 

For further details contact:  Jo Jeffries 

07508 296443 

J2jembroidery@gmail.com 
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St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Adam Kelk 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles please 

contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for  April/ May submissions: 

10th March 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
    

Revd. Alyson 

Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Sue Rose 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Jane  
Robertson 

Assistant Curate   
& Boston Lecturer   

  

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith 

Fabric Manager    Trevor Baily   trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Director of Music   John Lyon   john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Operations Manager  Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Caterer      Ann Epton   ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper    Jackie Barkworth jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fundraiser     William Culley   william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Volunteer Manager   Caz Harvey   caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk 

Resources Officer   Chris Ladner  chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk 

Evangelism Coordinator Simon Connolly  simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk 

HLF Administrator   Jayne Maddy  jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk 
Finance Support Officer  Rod Paul    

Treasurer (St Thomas’)  Gill Paul 

Lay Minister    David Scoot 

Foodbank Manager   Maxine Correya  maxine.correya@parishofboston.co.uk 

Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor   bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk 

    

Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy  
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 

 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 
 www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  

 

     bostonstump   @stump_boston 


