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The wonderful thing about our church year is that we can look forward and celebrate 

Easter. A time to set aside the “old” and recognise that the risen Christ enables us to 

have a new birth; a new and eternal life. A fresh start. I enjoy the readings from the Acts 

of the Apostles around this time of the year. An account of the early church, with the 

beginnings in a troubled and divided world. As we hear news of further redundancies in 

Boston, and experience the ongoing debates and discussions surrounding Brexit with 

resulting uncertainty and divisions, it feels like we are also in a troubled and divided 

world. 

In the early church there were disagreements between members, decisions and rules 

had to be put in place, leaders emerged, and people supported one another. They came 

together in small groups to break bread, read scripture and support and care for one 

another. They pooled their resources. They had faith in God, and were strengthened by 

the Holy Spirit.  

Being a Christian should be challenging and transforming - wherever we are on our faith 

journey, there is always so much more we could do. As we read and discuss our faith with 

others, we continue to learn and develop as Christians. 

Let’s use this Easter for our own fresh start. How can we use Easter to reawaken our 

faith? Perhaps we could start by asking ourselves some questions about our lives as 

Christians. What do we believe? What is it that we would like to understand better? What 

does it mean to be a Christian in Boston, worshipping in this parish? How do we live out 

our faith? How are we allowing Jesus to change and transform us? 

The ministry team would love to have some of these discussions, as we all seek to be 

more Christ-like in all that we do. Let us support one another as we seek to grow and 

develop.  

May you meet the Risen Christ this Eastertide, and may He transform your life through 

His Holy Spirit. 

Every Blessing, 

Reverend Sue 

Revd. Sue Rose writes . . . 
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Weddings and Baptisms 

For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment.  

You will then be given all the information needed, and your questions 

answered. 

You can book your appointment by any of the methods below.                                             

Email: chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk (preferred method)                    

Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the Parish 

Office. (Please note that it is not always possible                                                          

to be seen immediately, thank you). 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR BAPTISM 

BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 

 

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 

hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request, it will be shared with a group of 

Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers                                                  

will pray for all requests received.                

Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk 

Waiting in the darkness for the light to come 

Arise! 

Lift up your head, 

lift up your eyes. 

Do you not see? 

I don’t yet hold the prize 

but as hope’s dawning tints the 

darkened skies 

and I press on, 

Eventually 

I will take hold of that for which He took hold of me. 

By Helen Brocklehurst 
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For Meditation and Prayer ….  

An Easter prayer of thanks 
 

Gracious, loving Father, 

Thank you for the wonderful reality of Jesus’ resurrection on that first 

Easter Day.  

Thank you that, because Jesus is alive, life has meaning and purpose. 

When we don’t understand why some things happen, when life is difficult, 

when we are struggling through pain and loss, help us to know your risen 

presence and love in our lives.  

Help us to choose to trust you. 

Help us always to be thankful for your amazing Easter gift of life and hope. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 

Create in me a clean heart,O God,                 

 and put a new and right   

 spirit within me. 
Psalm 51.10 
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Good Friday Walk of Witness 
Churches Together in Boston 

19th April, 11.00am 

 Starting at Centenary Methodist Church, Boston 

 Stopping along the route through town for Bible readings and songs 

 Finishing outside St Botolph’s Church 

Once again Churches Together in Boston and surrounding areas are 

organising a Walk of Witness on Good Friday.  The walk itself begins at 11am 

but we will gather from 10am outside Centenary Church for a short time of 

worship. Do come and take part in this moving and significant event. 

The annual walk is just one of the events and projects that Churches Together 

in Boston are involved in. 

Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at 

9am in the morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm.  It is the most solemn 

day in the Christian year, and is widely marked by the removal of all 

decorations from churches.   

In Lutheran churches, the day was marked by the reading of the passion 

narrative in a gospel, a practice which lies behind the ‘passions’ composed by 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750).  Both the St Matthew Passion and the 

St John Passion have their origins in this observance of Good Friday.   

The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 midday to 

3 pm on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The ‘Three Hours of the 

Cross’ often take the form of an extended meditation on the ‘Seven Last 

Words from the Cross’, with periods of silence, prayer, or hymn-singing. 

Good Friday: the day the Son of God died for you 
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Well, so much has happened since the last report!   

INSIDE  

Now both the North & South side aisles have had the pews removed , wooden flooring taken up and 

layers of earth removed. There haven’t been any significant finds, and nothing unexpected, however, 

this last week a bottle was dug up, intact, although in need of a good clean!  

The writing which is etched on the glass is hard to make out, but it says  

SOULBY SONS WINCH  ALFORD 

Having investigated this, it would appear that we have a beer bottle from the 

Soulby Sons & Winch Ltd brewery that was based in Alford, which ceased brewing 

and trading in 1952 when the business was taken over by J W Green of Luton. 

They transferred all the business to Grantham in 1952 and then subsequently 

stopped trading in 1967, so we have a piece of local history 

here in the Rectory.  

 

 

The coffee shop has a temporary ceiling in it, to avoid any accidents whilst work is 

being carried out, it is amazing how they managed to install it, seemingly in thin air!  

The picture shows the framework that the scaffolders built, 

ready for the ceiling.  

 

 

Work in progress on the North Aisle – BUT …when all the 

underfloor heating work is completed, you have the 

chance to be part of the history of The Stump for ever as 

we are offering the chance to Adopt A Stone…  

 

Look out for the leaflets and posters in the church and contact Chris Ladner or Adam Kelk to arrange 

your own adoption! 

 

VOLUNTEERS  

Caz and her team have expanded again…in the last quarter, we have had 19 new volunteers, Fantastic 

News, well done Caz and team. 

14 volunteers have now done their First Aid training, and 14 have also completed their Food Safety 

training as well.  

St Botolph’s Restoration - News Update  
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 OUTSIDE 

This is where the most dramatic changes can be seen by the general public…the scaffolding around 

the west side of the tower is being talked about all over town!  At the minute the scaffolders are erecting 

scaffolding inside the tower to enable the belfry roof to be replaced…not a job that I envy them doing.  

                             

All these pictures have beautiful blue 

skies, but were taken in March, and 

it was bitterly cold just taking the 

photos, never mind being up high on 

the scaffolding.   

 

 

 

I hope this has given you all a bit 

more of an insight into the work that is being done, and if you have any questions, please feel free to 

email me at Jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk ..thank you .   

Roll Up Roll Up 

St. Thomas’ annual Summer Fayre will be held on 

Saturday 1st June,  2019, from 11am to 3pm. 

 

Continuing with the tradition, the church will again host a fayre in the hall and 

church grounds. Attractions include a bouncy castle and lawn games on the 

church lawn, many stalls including a plant stall, tombola, water and wine,  

books,  craft, crockery smashing and a white elephant stall. There will be a 

grand raffle with prizes donated by local businesses and members of the 

congregation. The first prize of £150 will be donated by Porcher Abrasive 

Coatings Ltd. Tickets will on sale in the shop and at St Thomas Church. Let’s 

pray for a sunny day. 

 

Contributions for the stalls will be welcomed. Please contact Trevor for further 

information 

mailto:Jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk


7 

God Bites 
God-Bites is a series of sessions we have organised to help us to engage with topics 

which are related to our faith. We have had the first two sessions, and enjoyed a couple 

of interesting talks and a good discussion about the topics. 

In January, we were very pleased to welcome Sister Maureen from the Community of St 

Francis, who is based in San Damiano, the Franciscan house in Metheringham. 

Sister Maureen talked to us about the life of St Francis, using a number of pictures 

including some of the beautiful medieval art which can be found in the Basilica of St 

Francis in Assisi. We heard about Franciscan spirituality, focussing on a love of the 

created world, and a way of life based on prayerfulness, and simplicity, without 

attachment to personal belongings. Franciscans are active and involved members of 

community and seek to bring to work towards justice and peace in the world. Sister 

Maureen mentioned some of the work undertaken by different Franciscan groups, 

including work with asylum seekers. We enjoyed a good discussion about aspects such 

as approaches to prayer, and what it is like to be a member of a religious community.  

In February we were joined by the Archdeacon of Boston, The Venerable Dr Justine 

Allain Chapman to talk about her book “The Resilient Disciple”. The archdeacon talked 

about her interest in the subject of resilience – her first book on this subject, published in 

2012 was entitled “Resilient pastors: the role of adversity in healing and growth”.  

The latest book gives a series of daily reflections for Lent, and forms the basis of our 

parish lent course which takes place on Saturday mornings up until Easter. Justine 

talked to us about the themes for each of the weeks of Lent: 

Follow – we follow Jesus into the wilderness and remain with him for 40 days and 40 

nights, reflecting on the “desert” times in our lives where we have faced adversity 

Flourish – living fully and deeply as a human being includes the experience of pain 

and suffering; coping and rebuilding 

Falling – the presence of God in the darkest valleys of human life 

Faithful – Growing in resilience and maturity 

Fruitful – adversity changes us; we cannot go back to how we were before 

Fulfil – Jesus is the pattern for us on the journey of resilience, in him we see the 

perfect example of facing adversity 
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We enjoyed a good discussion about how adversity impacts our lives, and what makes 

us resilient. 

Please join us for any of the next planned sessions: 

 23
rd

 May   Faith and Politics – Reverend Dr Sally Myers, Principal, 

  Lincoln School of Theology 

 27
th
 June   Do animals go to heaven? – Reverend Jane Robertson 

 25
th
 July   To be Confirmed 

 22
nd

 August  Reverend Aly Buxton 

 26
th
 September  ‘Embracing Christ: Christening babies and children in British  

     families down the ages and today’ Reverend Dr Sarah 

       Lawrence, IME Officer, Diocese of Lincoln  

 24
th
 October  What happens when we die? – Reverend Sue Rose 

 28
th
 November  To be Confirmed 

            Reverend Sue 

BBC to run a ‘Year of Beliefs’ 

The BBC is going to ‘shine a light’ on faith and spiritual values in Britain today 

by running a year of programmes dedicated to religion and ethics. 

The move comes a year after the BBC promised to ‘raise our game’ in the 

way that it treated religion.  That promise followed a year-long review of its 

religious and ethics output. 

So what series should we look out for?  Here are just some: 

On BBC 1, Earth’s Sacred Wonders will look at the rituals and monuments of 

faith around the world; Medical Ethics will be a documentary filmed at Great 

Ormond Street Hospital; and Pregnant and Platonic will be a documentary on 

people who have children without being in a romantic relationship. 

On BBC 2, Inside the Vatican will show a year in the life of the Vatican 

community, including Pope Francis; and the popular Pilgrimage series will 

return. 

The Bishop of Repton, the Rt. Revd. Jan McFarlane, who chairs the Sandford 

St Martin Trust, welcomed the BBC’s plans.  Especially “bringing issues of 

faith, belief and ethics to as wide an audience as possible.” 
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The inaugural event of our new ‘Pop-up Church’ took place at the end of February when a group visited 

Easton Walled Gardens to view their wonderful display of spring flowers.  The start of the day was chilly 

and misty but this during the morning this lifted and we then enjoyed a mild sunny spring day, very 

unusual at in the month of February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a welcome from the Head Gardener we had a short prayer walk around the top gardens.  Then we 

were able to enjoy the rest of the gardens at our own leisure, as well as visiting an excellent art 

exhibition in the Old Coach House.  There was also lots of munching on cake!!!!  It was a really lovely 

day out and  such a pleasure to be together in this way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Look out for leaflets in our churches for future events: 

     April 8
th

 – visit to Lincoln Cathedral 

     May 19
th

 – Lunch at Merrimans 

     June 4
th

 – Social evening with a Bishop at St. Thomas’s 

Visit to Easton Walled Gardens 
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‘POP-UP CHURCH’ 
Visit to Lincoln Cathedral 

Monday 8
th
 April, 10.30am 

This is a free event 

 
Our next ‘Pop-up Church’ is a trip to Lincoln Cathedral  

 
Join us at 10.30am where we will meet at Lincoln Cathedral before 
having a personal tour at 11.00am. At 12.30pm we are then joining 

the Cathedral Eucharist before having free time to explore. 

 
If you would like to join us you can either fill in a booking slip available at the 

back of church, or email jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk 

Sunday Lunch at the Merrimans 
Sunday 19

th
 May 2019, 1.30pm 

Cost is between £9.50 - £12.50 depending on courses 

Our next ‘Pop-up Church’ is to the Merrimans Lounge & Restaurant  

Join us at 1.30pm where we will be coming together                                                   
to enjoy a Sunday lunch  

If you would like to join us you can either fill in a booking slip available at the 
back of church, or email jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk 
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News from the Music Department 
As I write this month, we have entered the season of Lent.  As one of our penitential 

seasons of the church calendar, the invitation to become more reflective extends to the 

choices of music that we prepare for our weekly acts of worship.  At our Ash Wednesday 

service, the choir sang the plainsong setting of the Lent Prose and the wonderfully 

evocative anthem by Wesley, ‘Wash me throughly’.  In this work, a single, opening 

soprano voice calls God to cleanse us from our wickedness and forgive all our sins 

before the full soprano line repeat the phrase again.  The music becomes more 

impassioned as the words ‘for I acknowledge all my faults’ are sung.  The tenors are left 

hanging onto their final phrase in this section on the word faults after all other voices 

have completed their line.  Is this Wesley word-painting by implying the tenors have 

made a musical error and are therefore at fault I wonder?   

On March 31, we enjoy a brief respite from the penitence of Lent to remember Mary, the 

mother of Jesus on Mothering Sunday.  On this day we will sing the lovely hymn ‘for 

Mary, mother of our Lord’ set to the tune ‘St Botolph’ and written by Gordon Slater, 

onetime organist of our church and subsequently organist of Leicester, then Lincoln 

Cathedral. The parish choir will be joined by the children of the Junior Choir at our 

morning service, who will sing the communion setting together, along with the modern 

anthem by John Rutter, ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’.  In this piece, the flowing choral 

lines are accompanied by a fast moving and energetic piano part which drives the music 

forward and creates a buzz of jolly excitement.  Why not come to join us at this service, 

where we will remember all mothers. 

As we move further into the Lent season, we will be singing music by Thomas Tallis and 

William Byrd. Both these British composers worked during the Renaissance period of 

music, a time when church music developed a polyphonic texture.  When I teach my 

students at school about different musical textures, I always liken polyphony to a bowl of 

spaghetti – each individual line of music, like a single strand of spaghetti interweaves 

with the others to create a larger, collective texture! William Byrd was a Lincolnshire man 

and for some time was employed as the organist and master of the choristers at Lincoln 

Cathedral Before he moved to London.  A favourite of Queen Elizabeth 1, Byrd wrote 

beautiful choral music, including his setting of the Mass for four voices, which we will sing 

at our Maundy Thursday service.  The calls for mercy in the Agnus Dei are reflected in 

the falling shapes sung with each entry of the vocal lines and increase in intensity with 

the Latin setting of the words ‘grant us thy peace’ in what might be described as one of 

the most impassioned settings of this part of the mass.  Byrd as a catholic, worked during 

what were very dangerous times in England but enjoyed a prolific career in church 

music. 



12 

On Good Friday, our choir will be joined by a visiting group of singers from the USA who 

are touring the UK. They will be singing music before our service in the afternoon.  We 

look forward to meeting them and hearing them sing.  Do look out for more details of this 

event as we get nearer to the time.   

The children of our Junior choir have been working well together to bring back the sound 

of young voices in our church.  We are looking for more children to join the choir and 

would like to see at least 20 children singing together by this summer.  The choir meet 

every Monday from 4-5pm in church and sing at the service on the second Sunday of 

each month.  Singing is a wonderful skill for life, it improves social skills, reading ability 

and teaches young people about leadership and responsibility.  If you know of any 

children who would benefit from joining our choir, please get in touch with me or simply 

invite them to attend a rehearsal.  They will be made to feel very welcome.  If you would 

like to support the work of the choir by sponsoring a chorister, making a one off donation 

or by any other means, please do speak with me in church or get in touch. 

With best wishes.  

       John Lyon 

   Director of Music.  John.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Visiting Folkingham and 

Surrounding Churches 

June 8th 2019, See Mike Haynes for Details 

 

mailto:John.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk
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What’s the point of Easter? 
Editor:  The Rev Paul Hardingham, on the power that we need… 

What’s the point of Easter? 

As we celebrate Easter, it raises the question: What difference can the Res-

urrection make to my life?  

My past is forgiven: 

Have you ever been half-way through a project and wanted to start again? In 

life we all have regrets about things we have done, said or thought. The good 

news is that Jesus died to forgive these things: ‘All sins forgiven, the slate 

wiped clean, that old arrest warrant cancelled and nailed to Christ’s 

cross.’ (Colossians 2:14, The Message). The resurrection is the guarantee 

that we can know Jesus’ pardon and forgiveness. Do we need to let go a load 

of guilt and unforgiveness that we are carrying? 

My present is under control: 

How often do we say ‘My life is out of control.’ We can’t control life, but God 

can! The ‘incomparably great power at work for those who believe’ is the 

same power that raised Christ from the dead (Ephesians 1:20). God promises 

us the power that we need to face any situation, as we trust Him: ‘I can do all 

this through Him who gives me strength.’ (Philippians 4:13). 

My future is secure: 

Death is the great certainty, ‘one out of one dies!’. Yet Jesus overcame death 

by the resurrection, that we might experience the life of heaven, both now and 

for eternity. ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will 

live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Me will never 

die’. (John 11:25,26). We don’t need to fear death; but if we are to really live, 

we have to be ready to die! How does the resurrection affect our view of 

death? 

‘The best news the world has ever had came from a cemetery near Jerusa-
lem: the tomb was empty!’ 
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This year’s Christian Aid Week and Humber Bridge walk aims to raise funds to support 

the inhabitants of Sierra Leone. 

“Christian Aid’s Sierra Leone programme started in 1988 with a focus on service delivery 

and humanitarian assistance. Since the civil war ended in 2002, Christian Aid’s work has 

had a greater emphasis on building the capacity of local partners to challenge the 

systems and structures that perpetuate poverty and inequality.” Christian Aid website 

The aid program focuses on governance, health and sustainable livelihoods. For a 

decade, the major thrust of Christian Aid’s work has been promoting more accountable 

governance. Through the establishing and the strengthening of existing organisations, 

Christian Aid has worked to influence government polices on public financial 

management, tax, natural resources and leadership reform. Through the empowerment 

of communities, partnerships with other international NGOs have been forged, helping to 

meet Christian Aid’s objectives. 

Previously, by raising funds, Christian Aid helped the country to recover from the Ebola 

crisis. and is currently working with healthcare providers to reduce the threat of HIV. 

Christian Aid is also supporting a petition to the UK government to call on the IMF to drop 

Sierra Leone’s debt incurred during the Ebola crisis.  

The Boston and District Christian Aid group will be organising house to house collections 

and transport to the Humber Bridge sponsored walk event. There are many dedicated 

volunteers who have helped raise valuable funds over many years. The Boston and 

District group raised over £7,000 (inclusive of gift aid) in 2018, and nationally £8m was 

raised.                                                                                                                                                    

If you are interested in joining these volunteers please                    

contact Trevor Baily by email trevor.baily@btinternet.com,                                                                            

or by phone 01205 311575. 

Christian Aid Week and Humber Bridge Walk – 2019 

“Sierra Leone”-Christian Aid Week 12th-18th May 

Humber Bridge Walk – 11th May 

mailto:trevor.baily@btinternet.com
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St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session   
10.00am to 12.00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church  
 

Coffee & Chat  
Mondays 10.00am to 12.30pm, Wednesdays 1.00 to 3.00pm at St 
Christopher’s Church 
 

 Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) 
4.00 to 5.00pm, every Monday at St Botolph’s Church  
 

 Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) 
7.15 to 8.15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church 
 

Lent Course 
Saturday Mornings in Lent from 10.00 to 11.30 in the Rectory History Room 
 

God Bites 
Thursday 23rd May, Revd Dr Sally Myers on ‘Faith and Politics’ 

Thursday 27th June, Revd Jane Robertson on ’Do Animals go to Heaven?’  

12 noon either in the History Room or Cotton Chapel (depending on numbers) 
 

Pop-up Church 

Monday April 8th, Visit to Lincoln Cathedral. Please see forms for details 

Sunday May 19th, Lunch at Merrimans 

What's On 

Holy Week and Easter 

 

Monday 15th April 

 19:00  Evening Prayer and Meditation at St Thomas’ Church 

Tuesday 16th April 

 19:00  Evening Prayer and Mediation at St Thomas’ Church 

Wednesday 17th April 

    Stations of the Cross at St Thomas’ Church 

Thursday 18th April - Maundy Thursday 

 19:00  Maundy Thursday Liturgy at St Botolph’s 

Friday 19th April - Good Friday 

 11:00  Walk of Witness, beginning at Centenary Methodist Church 

 14:00  Good Friday Service at St Botolph’s Church 

Sunday 21st April - Easter Sunday 

 08:00  BCP Eucharist at St Botolph’s Church 

 09:00  Eucharist at St Thomas’ Church 

 10:30  Choral Eucharist at St Botolph’s Church 
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Regular Service Times 
St Botolph’s Church 

Monday to Wednesday 

08.30  Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel 

Wednesdays 

10.30  Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

12.00  Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

8.00  BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

10.30  Choral Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

   Community Communion on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

   Sung Eucharist on the 4th Sunday of the month 
   United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month 
 

 18:00  Choral Evensong on the 2st and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

St Thomas’ Church 
Thursdays 

11.00   Eucharist 

Saturdays 

09.00  Morning Prayer 

Sundays 

11.00  Eucharist or Morning Worship 

 

United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month 
 

St Christopher’s Church 
Sundays 

09.30  Eucharist or Morning Worship every 2nd Sunday  

 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on 
upcoming services in the parish. 
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Book Reviews 
Jesus Said, ‘I Am’ – finding life in the everyday 
By Andrea Skevington, BRF, £8.99 
 
Here are reflections on Jesus’ most familiar sayings, with a 

striking blend of knowledge, insight and humility, and a 

fresh, contemporary perspective.  

‘“I am” is such a common construction,’ writes Andrea, 

‘something we say many times each day. It is also a very 

deep mystery. Who are we? How do we define ourselves?… 

In the mouth of Jesus it links those two great things – the everyday experience 

of bread and plants and light and life, and the deepest mystery of being, the “I 

am” of God, who is beyond our comprehension, but who longs to be known in 

these very elements of life. 

Jesus Said, ‘I Am’ is a resource for individuals, retreat leaders, church leaders 

and soul friends, with sections on study, further study, prayer and meditation, 

creative response and life and service at the end of each chapter. 

Faithful Grandparents - hope and love through the 
generations  
By Anita Cleverly, BRF, £9.99 
 
Here is a call for grandparents to understand and step into 

the hugely influential role they can play in the lives of their 

grandchildren.  

Arguably, there has never been a more important time to 

find meaningful ways of passing on faith from one generation to the next, and 

Anita believes that Christian grandparents have a crucial role to play here.  

She writes: “This is a book about what it means to be a grandparent today. But 

it is not just about what it might mean to be a grandparent, but also about 

being one who identifies as a Christian – a disciple of Christ.”  
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What a world, what a world, whirling and twirling 
Twisting and turning spinning in space, 
God with His finger brings order from chaos 
Mountains and seas all put in place. 
 
 
Man the peak of all His creation 
Awakes to a world full of beauty and grace, 
Walks in the garden with God his creator 
Fellowship sweet as they meet face to face. 
 

 
What a world, what a world, whirling and twirling 
Twisting and turning peace now has gone 
Ignoring his Lord bringing chaos from order 
Fellowship broken, man now all alone. 
 
 

It’s His world, not our world 
He has come to reclaim it, 
Restoring communion foolishly lost, 
Our Saviour, Redeemer with undeserved grace 
Brings us back to the fold through the work of His cross. 
 
By Megan Carter 

A Poem for the Season 
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Ascension Day 
Ascension Day - 40 Days with the Risen Christ 

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which the 

Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death and 

resurrection.  (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 

The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days.  

Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea 

of Galilee, in houses, etc.  He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at 

last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah.  

Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send 

them - to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses. 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension Day.   

Luke records the story with great poignancy:  “When Jesus had led them out to the 

vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and blessed them.”   

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes 

it, with His return to His Father in heaven.   Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His 

disciples.  He and they had a bond as close as could be:  they had just lived 

through three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – persecution and 

death – and resurrection!  Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by still 

looking at them with love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus:  ‘While 

He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’  (Luke 24:50-1)   

He was not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would 

also be theirs one day:  ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my 

God and your God...’  (John 20:17) 

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history.  Imagine being one of 

the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on 

you with love.  No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him - and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  And they stayed continually at the temple, 

praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53) 

No wonder they praised God!  They knew they would see Jesus again one day!  ‘I 

am going to prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3)  In the meantime, Jesus had work 

for them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth. 
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Charles Wesley’s great hymn for Easter:  Christ the Lord is risen today!  

Jesus’s death on the cross, and His resurrection on Easter morning are both part of the 

redemption story.  Paul links them in this way: ‘He was delivered for our offences [the 

Cross] and raised again [the Resurrection] for our justification’ (Romans 4:25).  Charles 

Wesley does likewise in his glorious Easter anthem. 

     Christ the Lord is risen today!  

     Sons of men and angels say. 

     Raise your songs and triumph high  

     Sing, ye heavens, thou earth reply. 

Charles wrote the hymn in 1739, a year after his evangelical conversion on Pentecost 

Sunday, and the year in which he began his open-air preaching.  Like all his hymns that 

followed in the next four decades, this hymn is full of New Testament references and  

allusions.  A great stone was rolled into the opening of the grave where Jesus was laid, 

and as Matthew records, the Jewish authorities ‘made the tomb secure, sealing the 

stone and setting a guard’ (27:66).  But all to no purpose!  Christ, the Lord of Life, could 

not be imprisoned by death! 

     Vain the stone, the watch, the seal 

     Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

     Death in vain forbids Him rise 

     Christ hath opened Paradise! 

The New Testament teaches that Christ’s resurrection was the Father’s seal of approval 

on His obedient life and atoning death.  His resurrection was the proof that He was in-

deed Jesus Christ the Lord, as Paul argues in Romans 1:4. ‘Declared to be the Son of 

God …by the resurrection from the dead.’ Charles Wesley works these great salvation 

truths into his verses. ‘Love’s redeeming work is done.’  ‘Once He died our souls to 

save.’  ‘Lives again our glorious King.’  ‘Where, O death, is now thy sting?’ ‘Second life 

we all receive.’  In our Heavenly Adam live.’  As our Lord promised His disciples long 

ago – and still promises us; ‘Because I live, you will also live’ (John 14:19). 

The Resurrection of Christ, viewed as a historical fact, is only part of the New Testa-

ment teaching.  His conquest of death He now shares with all His people. Christians are 

the people of the Resurrection!  We are now ‘made alive with Christ;’  ‘raised up with 

Him,’ and already seated ‘in heavenly places’ (Ephesians 1:4-6).  And Charles Wesley 

takes up this great theme of how believers share in their Lord’s resurrection power. 

     Risen with Him we upward move 

     Still we seek the things above … 

The Story behind the Hymn 
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God in the Arts 
‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  palms 

 

      The people of the Hebrews 

      With palms before thee went: 

      Our prayer and praise and anthems 

      Before thee we present. 

Those words from the hymn of St Theodulph, the 9
th
 century bishop of Orleans, will be 

sung by congregations up and down the land on 25
th
 March, as they relive the joy and 

triumph of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. The people then 

shouted ‘Hosanna to the Son of David.’ They spread their cloaks and cut down branches 

to strew before Jesus. St John tells us that they were palm branches – a reminder of the 

Jewish Feast of Tabernacles and traditionally a sign of rejoicing. 

That mood and that 

scene are captured in 

Pietro Lorenzetti’s 

painting of 1320 for the 

Basilica of St Francis in 

Assisi. The costumes 

and architecture are 

typical of medieval 

Siena, his birthplace, 

but we sense the colour 

and emotions of the 

gospel story. Three men 

are lopping off palm 

branches to lay on the 

road. Jesus sits on a 

donkey with a colt by His side. Everyone is caught up in the excitement, and there is a 

scribe with his goose feather pen ready to write down the event.  

The Rev Michael Burgess explores symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art. 
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When we gather on this Sunday, we shall hear the gospel of that entry read, and carry 

our own palms. They are often made into the shape of a cross because this day is a 

prelude to our Lord’s final earthly days of suffering and death. There is a reminder of that 

in this fresco. All the disciples behind Jesus have a halo – save one. It is Judas, who will 

play his part in that journey to Calvary. We keep our palm crosses from last Easter until 

the beginning of Lent. The palms spread beneath the donkey would have withered by the 

end of that first day, but our crosses will shine victoriously as we look beyond Good 

Friday to the joy of resurrection life on Easter Day.  

Easter Traditions in Poland  
Easter is a major holiday in Poland, and Easter celebrations are not limited to Easter 

Sunday. Easter-related traditions take place for more than a week in Poland. From Palm 

Sunday to Wet Monday, this period is marked by religious rites and practices with their 

origins in pagan times. It is important to note that Easter in Poland is celebrated in the 

Western Roman Catholic 

calendar. 

Holy Week lasts from Palm 

Sunday to Easter Sunday. Palm 

Sunday, the week before Easter 

Sunday, is marked by church 

attendance with palm-leaf 

substitutes in the form of willow 

branches or handmade bouquets 

of dried flowers. On Easter 

Saturday, baskets of Easter food 

are taken to a church to be 

blessed; the food that is blessed 

is eaten as a part of the Easter Sunday meal. The Easter breakfast consists of hard-

boiled eggs, cold meats, babka and other dishes, including a cake in the form of a lamb 

to symbolize  Christ. Pisanki are Easter eggs from Poland, handcrafted in traditional 

designs that recall pagan symbols of fertility and spring. 

Easter Monday is a family holiday in Poland and is called Smigus Dyngus (also called 

Smingus-Dyngus), or Wet Monday, after the practice of men and boys pouring water on 

women and girls. However, the tradition isn't necessarily limited to males pouring water 

on females - the roles are often reversed. Regional variations of the tradition are also 

known to occur, and a woman's married status may protect her from being doused with 

water. However, it is best to assume that on this day, no one is safe from the Smigus 

Dyngus tradition! 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/photo-gallery-and-description-of-poland-culture-1501985
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HOME FREED: Part 2: Decluttering Old Testament Style! 

The story of creation, in Genesis chapter one, describes God bringing order out of chaos. 

God separates different things. God puts the right things in the right places. There is light 

and space and air, with enough to satisfy the needs of all creatures, and room to grow. 

This could describe the process of decluttering as well.  So the first step in the physical 

process is to clear a space. This provides inspiration for the task ahead of you. Just look 

at the way things could be! Cleared space also offers a place to rest and think, until the 

chaos has been conquered. Decluttering always makes things worse before it makes 

them better, as the contents of overflowing cupboards, boxes, and drawers are spread out 

to sort in the light. It is tiring work too, with so many decisions to make about what to keep 

and what to do with the rest of it.       So - cherish your space! 

Decluttering a whole home can be a long process, but don’t let that intimidate you. 

Instead, get started soon!  Remember that in the book of Exodus, salvation is shown as 

being brought out from slavery and oppression into freedom and open space.    

As the Psalmist wrote: ‘We went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us 

out to a spacious place.’ Psalm 66:12  

Those who market products for us to consume (even space-saving "storage solutions") 

want us to see space as something to fill – preferably with whatever they sell. Yet God is 

present in the space. We can ask our Lord, in prayer, to change our attitude towards the 

space in our home, so we see space as a valuable commodity, something to use 

creatively and to enjoy. 

Again, the Psalmist thanks God because: ‘You gave me a wide place for my steps under 

me, and my feet did not slip.’  Psalm 18:36 

Once we are set free from the burden of constantly having to sort and maintain our 

overflow of possessions, there will be room and time to use the creative gifts that God has 

given to you. What are your gifts? Baking, dancing, growing vegetables, painting, 

storytelling, wood carving? – the list of possibilities is endless.  

Look closely at the things in your house.  Does each possession help you in using your 

God-given gifts, or slow you down by encumbering you?  Aim to be set free from them for 

CREATIVITY, to be like our Creator God, enjoying the freedom of a simplified, uncluttered 

life, with time freed for what is most important. 



24 

The Rev Tony Horsfall finds that getting older makes him want to use his time more wisely.  

 

I was shopping recently with my wife at the local Tesco store. Having paid for our goods 

we were given a blue token, which my wife explained we could place in the donation box 

of a local good cause as we left the shop. 

Sure enough, near the exit were three large plastic containers into which we could drop 

our token, each representing a different charity needing support. The more tokens they 

receive, the bigger the donation they will be given from the supermarket, so it was a 

weighty choice! I chose the local Youth Choir. 

I am in the habit, just before I sleep, of looking back over the day that just finished. That 

night as I went to sleep God reminded me about the blue token and my concern to use it 

wisely. As I get older I am increasingly aware of the importance of every day, that each 

new day is a gift from God to be enjoyed and cherished. None of us know how many 

days we have, but we do know they are running out. All the more reason, then, to use 

them wisely. 

As I thought about the token it seemed to me that with each new day I have been given 

the gift of a token from God, and I should do my best to use it for His glory. When we are 

young, with our lives stretching out ahead of us, it is as if we have thousands of tokens to 

spend (70 years, for example, would be 25,550 tokens), so to waste a few is not such a 

disaster. However, now that I am in my 69
th
 year, there may not be so many tokens left! I 

need to spend each one wisely. 

Moses, who lived to the grand old age of 120, prayed to God like this: “Teach us to 

number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom (Psalm 90:12).” 

God and the Tesco token 

An excerpt from the PARISH MAGAZINE, March 1920 

LENT 

As we write we have already passed a Sunday of this solemn season but yet it is not too 

late to recall to the congregation their duties as regards its observance.  Our daily work 

varies – some can give more time than others – but all can find some definite channel 

whereby to draw nearer to God; make some special rule about the great sacrament, 

attend throughout some course of sermons or instructions, manage to spare either time 

or money for God’s work:  prepare in fact earnestly and humbly for a really Holy Week. 
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Puzzle Page  
Across 
1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  
7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  
8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 8:54) (3,2)  
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses was on Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4)  
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)  
13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew 25:37) (3,3)  
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though hearing, they do not hear or understand’ (Matthew 
13:13) (3,3)  
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the — of Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 
21 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1) 
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10) 
 
Down 
1  Of the pope (5)  
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) (2,2)  
3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)  
4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in France (8)  
5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  
6  Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel 10:5) (10)  
9  One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)  
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  
14 See cape (anag.) (7)  
16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12) (5)  
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 

ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up.              
10, Calf. 11, Governor. 13, See you.                 
15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake.                           
21, NSPCC. 22, Trample.  23, Perishable.  

DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom.               
4, Huguenot. 5, Outings. 6, Procession.                   
9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee. 
16, Snatch. 19, Apple.  20, Lamb. 
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Children’s Page 
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Advertisements 

Gardening & Property 

Maintenance 
 

Regular or one off jobs undertaken 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

 

Martyn 

Cridland 
 

01205 359668 / 07814 652333 

St. Botolph’s Church Floodlights 

 

Sponsor the church to 

be lit up on your chosen 

date, between 6pm and 

midnight  for £30.  

St. Botolph’s 

Church 

Carillon 

For the St. 

Botolph’s carillon to ring Happy 

Birthday on your chosen timings 

between 8.30 am to 4pm for £25.  

 

Please support the                        

advertisers in this magazine 

  

  

  

  

  

Hand Embroidery Classes                  
starting September 2018 

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning                              

(except 3rd in month),                                         

Wednesday morning and Thursday morning                     

10:00-12:30  £8 per class 

Monthly class on Fourth Saturday                                        

10:00-16:00                                                                     

£15 per class 

Fees payable half termly in advance 

For further details contact:  Jo Jeffries 

07508 296443 

J2jembroidery@gmail.com 
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St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Adam Kelk 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles please 

contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for June/July submissions: 

10th May 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 



The Team 
    

Revd. Alyson 

Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Sue Rose 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Jane  
Robertson 

Assistant Curate   
& Boston Lecturer   

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith 

Fabric Manager    Trevor Baily   trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Director of Music   John Lyon   john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Operations Manager  Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Caterer      Ann Epton   ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper    Jackie Barkworth jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fundraiser     William Culley   william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Volunteer Manager   Caz Harvey   caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk 

Resources Officer   Chris Ladner  chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk 

Evangelism Coordinator Simon Connolly  simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk 

HLF Administrator   Jayne Maddy  jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk 

Finance Support Officer  Rod Paul    

Treasurer (St Thomas’)  Gill Paul 

Lay Minister    David Scoot 

Foodbank Manager   Trevor Baily   trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor   bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk 

    

Please contact William to get in touch with the clergy  
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 

 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 
 www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  

 

     bostonstump   @stump_boston 


