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Revd Sue Rose writes . . .
As a second year curate, I was asked to take part in the Diocesan “Intentional
Evangelism” project. This is something which is led by Bishop David, and you
might remember was started last year, as Reverend Jane was involved last
Summer. We are asked to plan several events which will reach out to people
on their journey with God. It might be encouraging those who don’t come to
church to get an idea of what we believe and what we do in church, or finding
news ways for people to engage more deeply with their faith.
I have very much enjoyed being involved, although it has been a very busy
time. The first event I planned and organised, support by an excellent small
team, was the Summer Evening Social (a Pop-Up Church event) at St
Thomas in June. The contingency plans had to be put in place, as we found
ourselves experiencing some very wet weather. However, the evening went
well. We had the opportunity of listening to the Community Choir, and then
Bishop David talked to us about what has influenced him on his faith journey.
He talked to us about his scientific background and emphasised the need for
us all to ask questions – how our faith can be deepened as we question and
learn together.
In July we brought together some of our young families who have had children
baptised in church since the beginning of last year. Over the last 18 months
we have reviewed how we book baptisms, how we prepare parents and
godparents for baptism, and the liturgy we use – we now use a service with
more modern and accessible language. Jane’s work with toddlers last year,
and this new approach to our relationship with families seems to be bearing
fruit. We were delighted to have a really good number of families and young
children in church for the service. We provided a “Messy Church” style service
with worship songs, craft activities, some scripture and prayer, and lots of tea
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and cake. We welcomed Bishop Nicholas, who presented each child with
their baptism leaf from the baptism tree, and a framed family prayer to take
home.
Evangelism and building relationships takes time, but it has been wonderful to
have this opportunity to encourage others to recognise God in their lives and
to feel they belong in church.
Every Blessing

Reverend Sue
Weddings and Baptisms
For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment.
You will then be given all the information needed, and your questions answered.
You can book your appointment by any of the methods below.
Email: chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk (preferred method)
Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the Parish Office.
(Please note that it is not always possible
to be seen immediately, thank you).
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’
NOTICE FOR BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND SIX MONTHS’
NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston

A Place of Hospitality
Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful
hearts’ (Col.4:2)
If you would like to offer a prayer request, it will be shared with a group of
Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers
will pray for all requests received.
Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk
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For Meditation and Prayer ….
Those who hope in the Lord
Will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
They will run and not grow weary,
They will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40: 31

A Prayer of St Augustine
O God,
teach me to love you
with all my heart,
with all my soul,
with all my mind,
with all my strength
and my neighbour as myself.
Help me this day
to trust my past to your mercy,
my future to your providence
and my present to your love,
Amen.
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God Bites
God-Bites is a series of sessions we have organised to help us to engage with
topics which are related to our faith. We have had some interesting sessions,
covering a wide range of topics.
In May we were joined by the Reverend Dr Sally Myers, principal of the Lincoln
School of Theology. Sally gave a talk which covered the Old Testament scriptures
depicting rulers as chosen and appointed by God, through to St Paul’s views on the
law and justice, spoken to communities facing particular problems at that time.
Sally also spoke about the gospel teachings of Jesus and social justice. We
touched on the fact that the Bible can be used to make opposing arguments; that
the Anglican approach involves using tradition and reason, as well as scripture
when considering our response as Christians to a particular issue. We also use our
own experience of God and of life when we discern what is just.
We had a good and wide-ranging discussion, touching particularly on the things we
can do if we are not able to be actively involved in social action or initiatives such
as Foodbank and homeless breakfasts.
In June, Reverend Jane gave us a wonderful insight into her research on the
subject “Do Animals go to Heaven?” Jane talked about how she became interested
in the spirituality of animals, the historical influences and how ideas and theology
are developing on this subject in the 21st century. Jane talked about creation, how
animals are depicted in scripture, and the relationship of animals to God.
We had an interesting discussion which covered aspects such as the Rainbow
Bridge reading/poem familiar to many animal lovers, what animals think and feel
and how they relate to God, and what heaven might be like.
Please join us for any of the next planned sessions:

25th July

‘Restorative Justice—Redemption’
led by Honorary Assistant Bishop Rob Gillion
22nd August
Reverend Aly Buxton
26th September To be confirmed
24th October
What happens when we die? – Reverend Sue Rose
th
28 November ‘Embracing Christ: Christening babies and children in British
families down the ages and today’
Reverend Dr Sarah Lawrence, IME Officer, Diocese of Lincoln

Reverend Sue
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Pop-Up Church
Outing to Snipe Dales Country Park
On Saturday, July 13, our 'Pop Up Church popped up at Snipe Dales for a
picnic and a walk during the afternoon.
Sixteen members of Saint Botolph's and
Saint Thomas' congregation attended.
The weather was just dry but cloudy,
although it had drizzled en route.We had
an enjoyable picnic and chatting as well as
enjoying the peace of the countryside and
listening to the birds in the woods.
Most of us then went for a walk following a designated route through the
woods, which took us over a hilly terrain, and of a moderate distance. On our
return to the picnic site some of us refreshed ourselves with a drink and a
chat, then we all drove through the Wolds to our homes.

FORTHCOMING POP-UP CHURCH EVENTS
Future events include:
September 19th Visit to International Bomber Command Museum.
October 19th Pottery painting

November tbc
December 12th 7pm Christmas dinner at Merrimans
Watch out for leaflets in church for August.
Contact Revd. Jane for further details
or see posters as they appear in churches.
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The Season of Ordinary Time
Each Sunday, the first day of the week, the Church celebrates the memorial of
Christʼs resurrection, following a tradition handed down from the Apostles.
Within the fifty-two Sundays of the calendar year the whole mystery of Christ,
from the foretelling of his incarnation to the day of Pentecost and the
expectation of his return in glory, is recalled by the Church and explored in her
worship.
The seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter have their own
characteristics but there remain about thirty weeks throughout the church’s
year which celebrate no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ. This period
is known as Ordinary Time, and it provides an opportunity for the Church to
recall the mystery in its fullness as it reads through the gospel appointed for
the year more or less in course. During the summer months we are always in
“Ordinary Time”. The period that follows the celebration of All Saints
(November 1st) is known as the Kingdom Season and explores aspects of
Christʼs kingdom and its realisation here on earth.

After Trinity
A poem by
John Meade Falkner (1858 - 1932 )

We have done with dogma and divinity,
Easter and Whitsun past,
The long, long Sundays after Trinity,
Are with us at last;
The passionless Sundays after Trinity,
Neither feast-day nor fast.
Christmas comes with plenty,
Lent spreads out its pall,
But these are five and twenty,
The longest Sundays of all;
The placid Sundays after Trinity,
Wheat-harvest, fruit-harvest, Fall.
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A MUSICAL CELEBRATION
A concert by

Haven Singers
Including performances on the Clarinet and Flute
by young musicians:
Amelia Fovargue, Isobel Fovargue, Francheska Heppenstall
and Molly Joyce.

at St Thomas’ Church,
London Road, Boston
Sunday 8th September 2019,
3pm,
Followed by Buffet style Afternoon Tea.
Tickets £5 available from Sheila Priestley 01205311757
or Ashley Cooper 01205356644
or St Botolph’s Gift Shop
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Our Parish Day Out
This year's 'Parish Day Out' took place on Saturday, June 8, 2019, and
involved us travelling to some obscure and isolated villages, as well as
sparsely populated countryside. We visited seven Churches where we held a
short period of worship in each, and
viewed various unique or historic features.
We each set off from Boston and drove to
St Andrew’s Church, Rippingale which
has 13th century origins. It has several
fine carved monuments, the oldest being
of two knights thought to belong to the
Gobaud family. Following Morning Prayer
we then embarked on the next stage of
our journey .

The altar at St Andrew’s Church, Rippingale

Arriving at St Mary and All Saints
Church, Kirkby Underwood, we found it
in a delightful setting, surrounded by
woodlands. Again there were 13th century
origins and some old pew ends which
were carved with poppy heads.
St Mary and All Saints, Kirkby Underwood

The next part of our journey took us to St Andrew’s Church, Pickworth,
where we were greeted with
coffee and biscuits. Here again
the Church dated back to the 13th
century, and we found that plaster
work had been removed to reveal
wall paintings of the Last Supper,
the Ascension, and the Weighing
of Souls. Some of the paintings
were dated to 1380 by the clothing.
Wall paintings at St Andrew’s Church, Pickworth
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Then we drove to St Andrew’s Church,
Folkingham which is a large, fine church
with a handsome steeple. The chancel is
largely 13th-century, the aisles and lofty
arcades 14th-century and the tower 15thcentury.

We enjoyed lunch together at the New Inn, which
was a short walk away, and then drove to St Peter
& St Paul Church, Osbournby. This church has a
flat topped steeple and no spire, and some of the
walls are 600 years old. It is a light building as
there is only a small amount of stained glass.
Dating from the 14th-century, it has extremely fine
15th-century woodcarving in the lower panels of
the Rood Screen and on the bench (pew) ends.
These display a great variety with rich patterns of
foliage, tracery, birds and beasts, Bible scenes and
characters.

Bench end at St Peter & St Paul Church,
Osbournby

Then on we went to St Oswald’s Church, Howell and viewed another 14th
century Church with interesting features. Here candlelight is still the only
means of illumination and just a handful of services are held each year. The
altar is simple, and huge pillars seem to fill
almost all the space in the aisle.
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Our final destination was St Andrew’s
Church, Heckington. Here we had a guided
tour, tea and biscuits, and finished with
Evening Prayer. The church has 14th
century origins and many interesting
features inside and outside. Notably, it has
an Easter Sepulchre sculpted in stone. It is
surpassed by only one other such
monument at Hawton in Nottinghamshire.
Rich in decoration, it shows all the figures of
the Easter story: the Roman soldiers, the
three Marys, angels, and the Risen Lord.
The Host (the Communion Bread,
representing the body of Christ) would be
placed in it from Good Friday until Easter
morning.
The Easter Sepulchre,

St Andrew’s Church, Heckington

During the Parish Outing we had travelled over 62 miles in total from
Rippingale to Heckington. We had an interesting day and thank all those who
helped to organise it for us.
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Confirmation in December
The confirmation service this year will take place on
Monday December 1st at 7pm at HOLY TRINITY Church.
If you are interested in being confirmed please speak to one of the ministry
team. We plan to begin our preparation in the Autumn and will set day/times
when we know how many people are interested.
Please feel free to ring the office or
email jane.robertson@parishofboston for further details.

Glory
Oh, you gotta get a glory
In the work you do;
A Hallelujah chorus
In the heart of you.
Jesus
Lives
Here

Paint, or tell a story,
Sing, or shovel coal,
But you gotta get a glory,
Or the job lacks soul.
Anonymous
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News from the Music Department
Chorister Open Day
On Saturday 30 June, the music department organised a chorister open
afternoon. Although this proved to be a small event in terms of attendance, it
was a big success in terms of the quality of the singers who took part. Some
members of our junior choir helped with the afternoon, making visiting children
feel welcome and also demonstrating how we sing in church. Our choristers
were excellent ambassadors on the day and now, thanks to their hard work
and effort, we have three new junior choristers who have joined our choir.
There will be other open afternoons in the school holiday, where children
between the ages of 7 and 14 may come along and learn new music to sing in
church. Do keep a look out for publicity for these events.

Chorister excellence awards
Our young choristers meet every week to rehearse and prepare music. As
part of their rehearsals, they learn how to breathe well, how to hold good
posture and also how to read musical notation. All the above form part of the
RSCM Voice For Life scheme, in which choristers may work towards different
levels of achievement. At each level, choristers can be tested and if they
pass, they receive a medal on a coloured ribbon to wear in church. Some of
our choristers are working towards their dark blue ribbon, whilst others are
working on the light blue level.
As well as working towards the RSCM medal scheme, our choristers receive
stars for excellent effort in rehearsal and during services. Each week,
choristers are observed and rewarded by the Director of Music. Their stars
are placed onto a chart in the choir vestry so that they can see how they are
progressing. When choristers reach the end of the first chart, they receive
their Bronze star badge. I am delighted to announce that three choristers
have now reached the Bronze star award, which will be presented in their final
service of the term.
Our young choristers have worked really hard this year to learn new pieces of
music and also to develop their singing skills. They have performed a range
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of traditional and modern music and have learned to sing in parts, performing
two, three and four part rounds. Each chorister has performed a solo in
weekly rehearsal and it has been wonderful to see and hear their confidence
grow as the term has progressed. Our young choristers are an essential part
of our church and music ministry and it has been a delight to work with them.
Thanks must also go to their parents, who bring them to church to rehearse
and sing.

Wooden flutes and stopped pipes
Earlier this year, the wooden and metal flute pipes from the organ were
removed and sent to Durham for renovation. Each pipe is sealed at the top
by a cork or wooden block, which forces the pipe to produce a note an octave
lower than the length of the pipe would normally allow. Over time, the
stoppers enlarge the pipe metal and the stoppers become loose, which
makes the tuning unstable. Our pipes were struggling to remain in tune for
any length of time and so the organ builders decided it was time to remedy
the situation. It was strange to play the organ without the flute pipes installed.
Whilst most people may not have noticed that they had gone, David and I
certainly noticed! They give the organ a warm, gentle tone. It was, therefore
a great delight to have them returned and re-installed, completing the organ
once again.
One of my favourite stops on the organ is the Great Stopped Diapason, a soft
toned rank that provides a versatile and lyrical tone. It is a stop which I use in
every service I accompany and which I am pleased to have back. Remedial
work such as this is essential in keeping the organ in full working condition.
By undertaking such work as and when required, the organ is able to go for
many years longer before major restoration is required. The organ is part of
our church’s wonderful heritage and is an outstanding example of British
organ building. I am grateful for the commitment the parish provides to
keeping our precious instrument in such good condition.

Parish choir
Our adult choir has enjoyed a busy year, singing for services throughout the
church year. They have performed a range of music, including some old
favourites as well as some works which have been new to the choir.
Rehearsing challenging music takes much dedication and perseverance and I
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am thankful for the time commitment our singers give to ensure that we are
able to perform music of a high standard, for which our church has always
been famous. The choir are on holiday in August and will return to sing in
September.

Do we have the longest serving chorister in England?
It was wonderful to be able to mark Peter Fox’s 90th Birthday in June. Peter
has sung in the choir at St Botolph’s for over 80 years as man and boy and
has been a stalwart member of the group. To mark Peter’s birthday, the
Stump was floodlit in his honour. Peter may hold the honour of being the
UK’s longest serving chorister to have remained in the same choir. A
fabulous accolade for a life of service at such a high level of skill.

Community choir
Our community choir continues to flourish under the directorship of Anthony
Baldery. New members are welcome to try out the choir, who meet on
Tuesday evenings from 7.15 in term time. The rehearsal dates for the new
term are:
September 3, 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 29
November 5, 12, 19, 26
December 10
No audition or prior experience is required. Why not give it a try?
John Lyon - Director of Music

Do you know your hymns?
Dentist's Hymn............Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman's Hymn......... There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor's Hymn...........The Church’s One Foundation
Tailor's Hymn..............Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer's Hymn............There's a Green Hill Far Away
15
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What's On
St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session
10.00am to 12.00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church
Coffee & Chat
Mondays 10.00am to 12.30pm, Wednesdays 1.00 to 3.00pm
at St Christopher’s Church
Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)
4.00 to 5.00pm, every Monday at St Botolph’s Church
Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays) - (see page 15)
7.15 to 8.15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church
God Bites - (see page 5)
12 noon either in the History Room or Cotton Chapel, depending on numbers
22nd August
Reverend Aly Buxton
26th September
To be confirmed
Fun at the Stump - Holiday Club for Children (see page 4)
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd August, 1.30-3.30pm at the Blenkin Memorial Hall
Pop-up Church - (see page 6)
September 19th Visit to International Bomber Command Museum.
October 19th Pottery painting
Concert by Haven Singers with Afternoon Tea
8th September 3pm at St Thomas’s Church (see page 8)
Parish Pilgrimage to Selby Abbey (see Page 16)
Saturday 12th October
Special Service

Harvest Festival - United Service
11.00am, Sunday 29th September
St Thomas’s Church
Followed by Harvest Lunch in the Church Hall
And the auction of Harvest Gifts—proceeds to
charity
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Regular Service Times
St Botolph’s Church
Monday to Wednesday
8.15am Morning Prayer in the Cotton Chapel
Wednesdays
10.30am Said Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel
12.00pm Midday Prayer
Sundays
8.00am
BCP Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel
10.30am Choral Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month
Community Communion on the 2nd Sunday of the month
Sung Eucharist on the 4th Sunday of the month
United Service on the 5th Sunday of the month
Choral Evensong on the 2st and 4th Sundays of the month

6.00pm

Please note there will be no Choral Evensong services during August

St Thomas’ Church
Thursdays
11.00am
Eucharist
Saturdays
09.00am Morning Prayer
Sundays
11.00am
Eucharist or Morning Worship
United Service at St Botolph’s Church on the 5th Sunday of the month

St Christopher’s Church
Sundays
9.30am

Eucharist or Morning Worship every 2nd Sunday

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals,
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information on
upcoming services in the parish.
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Churchwardens’ Report
Hello Everyone,
Recognising that not everyone was able to attend our Annual Parish
Council Meeting in April, we wanted to share our ‘take’ on our 2018/19
year @ St. Botolph’s ~ we hope you agree!
What an amazing year 2018/19 has been! It seems as though almost all our
Churchwarden dreams have come true – thanks be to God!
You will recall at our 2018 Annual Parish Council Meeting we were holding our breath in
terms of whether our, ‘A Passion for People’ Heritage Lottery Bid had succeeded! On
Tuesday, 31st July we were thrilled to gather with our Parishioners, many generous
supporters and grant givers to hear the announcement that we had! A grant of
£1,166,700 would be allocated thanks to national lottery players which together with
money raised by our Parish would see us achieve our £2.7m heritage project – looking
back that seems a lifetime ago... No time was lost implementing the project plan by our
HLF Team with huge enthusiasm from our PCC, Clergy Team, Staff, Volunteers and
Parishioners and on 12 November the physical transformation of St Botolph’s started
apace with each week bringing areas within the building screened off as excavations and
work commenced and perhaps most exciting of all and attracting huge local attention was
the building of the west Tower scaffolding which now complete has reached the giddy
heights of the top of the Tower! We are so proud that the Parish has succeeded in this
very necessary building upgrade, we acknowledge the drive and effort of all Clergy and
Staff to ensure the building work is meeting scheduled timescales with goodwill
abounding in terms of the need to change our usual day-to-day modus operandi to enable
keeping the Church open – a feat in itself! We recognise, of course, that our project is so
much more than the building improvements and key is our ability to become welcoming,
hospitable and loving toward all who enter St Botolph’s. We modestly, if we may, pay our
tribute to the unrelenting focus, determination and leadership of our Team Rector, Aly
driving the Heritage Lottery Bid to its successful achievement and motivating us all to
aspire to deliver our, ‘A Passion for People’ project. The journey is just beginning – but
what a beginning it is! The ‘Yes we can!’ strapline is still our motto to inspire us all!
If we needed any evidence that we can deliver on our future ‘reaching out’ ambitions,
surely our 2-week Festival of Remembrance unequivocally proved that! From concept to
delivery it reflected all what we are about – bringing in the local community to share
space with us to honour the centenary of WWI and the massive sacrifices made by our
ancestors. How can we forget the amazing knitted Poppies which symbolised lost souls
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knitted by hundreds, if not thousands of local people with local wool made available by
the brilliant ladies of the Lincolnshire Guild of Weavers; the Coffee Shop’s Wartime Table,
Exhibitions, Children’s & Adult Workshops, Recitals, Lectures, Concerts, Bell-ringing
Lessons – we had 28,000 visitors and undoubtedly, the highlight was our hosting the
Remembrance Day Service when our magnificent Church was packed to the gills, people
literally squeezing themselves into the building... A wonderful sight which we will
constantly repeat by bringing the crowds in with our ‘A Passion for People’ project!
As Churchwardens, we rejoice in the amazing success of the year, not just the high
profile events described, but also the commitment of all Clergy, Staff and Volunteers to
reach out to the vulnerable initiating and organising our ‘Breakfast Club’ for the
homeless; motivating the local community to generously give and support our winter
‘Give Away’ Clothes Rails and for the invaluable contribution to the poor with our
Foodbank organised in collaboration with the Trussell Trust. The new acquisition of a
Defibrillator now sited adjacent to our Choir Vestry Door which is accessible in cardiac
emergencies to be used by the community following a successful collaboration by the
PCC with Mrs Brenda Owen.
Our 2018/19 year finished with another special event. We record our grateful thanks to
HRH The Princess Anne for her unfailing support of our ambitions finding time in her
busy schedule to pay a visit on Monday, 1st April to launch our Guild of St Botolph’s which
will serve to continue our much needed ongoing fundraising to deliver our, ‘A Passion for
the People’ project as well as endorsing our endeavours to secure ongoing financial
sustainability to meet annual revenue costs - these remain a huge challenge with a small
congregation relative to the size of the Church building. We were delighted too that the
Princess Royal toured the building works; meeting Chairmen and Members of the
Restoration Trust and Friends of St Botolph’s; representatives of the HLF and other
Trusts supporting the ‘A Passion for People’ Project, Project Professionals as well as
Team St Botolph.
In conclusion, we are proud to be Churchwardens during this year of great, successful
progress and recommit ourselves to fulfilling God’s purpose for us as members of Team
St Botolph by individually doing our best to contribute to delivering the PCC’s ambitions
defined in its ‘A Passion for People’ project and very importantly, attaining future financial
sustainability.

Sue

Tracey

Sue Kirk MBE MIHM, DipHSM

Tracey Scoot

Churchwarden

Churchwarden
20

The Guild of St Botolph’s
The Guild of St Botolph’s was officially launched on Monday 1st April 2019 by Her
Royal Highness, The Princess Royal. This is a new joint fundraising scheme by the
Friends of St Botolph’s & the Boston Stump Restoration Trust and it looks to
create a self-sustaining future for St Botolph’s. A membership of the Guild can cost
as little as £12 a year up to £1,200 and offers various benefits. With varying
different levels of membership, there is a level for everybody. For more information
collect a leaflet in church or contact the Parish Office via (01205) 310929 or email:
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk and we will be able to help.

Friends News
The Friends of St Botolph’s are now part of the Guild and the Fundraising
Committee of the Friends met recently to devise a timetable of future events. We
realised that we would only be able to start fundraising after the New Year when
most of the major works are done. Possible events suggested were a 1950’s Whist
Drive, a Beetle Drive, a Tea Dance, Line Dancing, and Modern Sequence Dancing.
It was also unanimously agreed that we would have a Summer Tea Party at Fydell
House, reviving a popular tradition.
The Stump has many hidden histories and stories. We liked the idea of learning
about a particular subject for about an hour, say the misericords, and then with an
expert being able to see and feel our history. This could take a morning or
afternoon with a simple lunch or tea. We know when we go around on a tour that
an hour is hardly enough to appreciate anything in detail.
Sue Kirk, Alison Fairman, Mike and Elizabeth Haynes, Jean and Graham StewartSmith, Lizzie Gunning and Judy Cammack, (Committee members) would love to
hear your thoughts and any ideas that you may have. Do get in touch with any of
us or ring Alison on 01205 360743 , email: alisonfairman@hotmail.com. We are
eager to get going in the Spring and look for your support in providing funds to
enhance both the building and our worship.
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St Botolph’s Restoration—News Update
Hello, there has been a lot of upheaval, and therefore progress, since I last wrote in
the magazine.
Up High
The Scaffolding is now fully erected up the tower, and
work has started on the cleaning & repointing of the
stonework. This is expected to take until September to
complete, with the top of the scaffolding due to start
being dismantled during August as and when each level
of stonework is completed. The stonemasons have a
long climb each day to get to their sky-high office!
Right is an unusual photo taken from the very top of the
tower, which shows the scaffolding platform that the
stonemasons have been working on. It’s a sight that not
many people have seen first-hand, but what a view!
Down Low

The Ancaster stone slabs are being laid now, and work is progressing nicely. Very
skilled craftsmen are laying the slabs all in straight lines and level. I’m sure I’m not
the only one who is very impressed by how easy they make it look…years of
collective experience on show.
The wiring for the new heating system is also being
installed and unfortunately having to open the trenches
for it is causing extra noise and dust in the church for
now. But it’s a small bit of pain for a lot of gain in the long
run. Just keep in mind warm toasty toes in the future
during the cold winter services…it will all be worth it then.
There has been one casualty from the trench
digging….poor old Chris has been barricaded in his office
while they dig out in front of his door. Its not true that we
asked them to dig slowly, honest!!
Changes are happening at quite a fast pace now, so keep
looking out for our monthly newsletter for the latest updates, or if you would like
one emailing to you, just let me know by email:jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk
Thank you
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Responding to climate change together
The Diocese of Lincoln and the University of Lincoln are seeking to be leaders in Lincolnshire
in responding to climate change through the staging of a conference focused on science and
theology. The international conference, which is to be held on the 30th and 31st of August and
1st of September 2019 at the University of Lincoln and Lincoln Cathedral, will offer lectures,
discussions and workshops with the aim of identifying responses to reduce human-induced
climate change.
The conference will feature speakers from Lincoln, Polynesia, New Zealand and the United
States, and will see dialogue between the disciplines of theology and science in seeking to
reduce the size of the carbon footprint inherited by future generations. A further intended
outcome of the conference will be the launch of an updated environmental policy for the
diocese and details of processes designed to measure the effectiveness of actions taken.
Participants have been invited from Polynesia to tell their story of rising tides and severe
storms. In looking ahead to the conference, the bishop has said: “Water can take life and
give life. It is easy for us to lose touch with nature but the reality is that rising tides and
tropical storms combined with drought and falling reservoirs leaves us with too much
water and not enough water. In the UK we are somewhat shielded from the impact of
such threats but places like Fiji and Tonga, which have endured immense changes in
weather patterns, are a wake-up call for us all.”
It is hoped that as many people as possible will be able to attend the conference, and as well
as the lectures there will be art displays, a market place showcasing the work of groups and
businesses seeking to lower their carbon footprint, a dinner and a service in Lincoln Cathedral.
Speaking with regard to the new diocesan environmental policy, the Revd Richard Steel
(diocesan Mission Team Leader) has said: “Our environmental policy will include
commitments about how we run the diocesan offices and the use of glebe land, and it will
encourage churches to take their own actions, as part of our commitment to the national
‘Ecochurch’ scheme. We will also be including a section detailing possible personal
actions, with many practical suggestions.
“We believe that taking practical action in our care for creation is no longer a fringe
interest for activities but rather a vital contribution that Christians can make to the future of
this planet that God has given us, and a ‘core concern of the Church’s evangelising
work’.”
For more details, including ticketing information and speaker biographies, please see
www.wateroflife2019.eventbrite.co.uk
Enquiries may also be made by calling 01522 50 40 50 or by emailing
wateroflife.conference@lincoln.anglican.org
The carbon footprint of the conference will be calculated and offset with a tree planting project in
Lincoln.
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God in the Sciences
By Dr. Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science
and Christian faith.

Wonder and Worship: Reflections in a Scottish Rainforest
It can be easier to notice things away from home, when we are relaxed and surrounded
by unfamiliar sights in an exotic location. But sometimes the same wonders are there in
our own back yard. GK Chesterton was a great advocate of intensive observation, and he
invited his readers to take a fresh look at things that might be taken for granted. The
rewards for this mental adjustment are great, and can feed into our worship in new ways.
I first learned to appreciate old growth forests on the West coast of Canada: the centuries
-old tangle of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of moss and lichen, that provide rich
resources for countless organisms. Several years later, in Scotland, I stumbled over a
few acres of birch and hazel, lush with moss and ferns, and humming with insect and bird
life. Fallen logs lay everywhere, vegetation grew up the trees, creepers hung down, and
sunlight slanted through clearings.
I later discovered that this patch of
woodland is one of the few remaining
areas of old growth Atlantic rainforest, so
I visited one sunny morning when I had
more time to linger. The wood is home to
140 species of lichen and 100 of moss,
so I found myself looking very closely at
tree trunks and boulders. Each lichen is a
unique relationship between a fungus and a particular collection of single-celled algae –
an example of the collaboration that is so essential to every ecosystem.
Places like this are worth preserving, respecting, and appreciating as much as a work of
art or a historic city. I’m so grateful to the community that chose to preserve it, and the
Creator who used such intricate and patient processes to create it. As the animals and
plants around me did what comes to them naturally, I did what I was made for - thanking
God for everything I saw. I found myself praising God alongside all those species of
lichen, moss and trees. “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).
There is a growing call to take both our personal devotions and our church services
outside from time to time, and there are a growing number of resources to help us do
this. As you go through your week, can you find one new way to appreciate your
surroundings, and praise God alongside the rest of creation?
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God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess explores symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ - Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel
‘You need hands to hold someone you care for’ – that song of 1958 reminds
us how hands can convey a wide range of gestures and meanings. Hands to
embrace, hands to signal ‘Stop,’ hands to sound out applause, and hands to
show welcome. In the life of the church, we can think of sacraments that mark
out the individual Christian with the laying on of hands at confirmation and
ordination. We can look at the priest at the eucharist where hands offer the
peace, take bread and wine, and bless. In church windows and paintings, we
often see the right hand of God emerging from a cloud: a sign that takes us
back to the opening chapter of Genesis and God’s mighty work of creation.
It is the theme of that incredible ceiling in the Sistine Chapel painted by
Michelangelo: 65 feet above the ground and showing a vast array of 300
figures - sibyls and prophets and scenes from Genesis. On the far wall of the
chapel the hand of Jesus is raised in judgement, but at the centre of the
ceiling the hand of God reaches out to bring life to the body of Adam.
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Later, the right hand of God will draw forth Eve from the sleeping form of
Adam: the only panel in which God stands on the earth. In this central panel
God is like an elemental force soaring through the sky and surrounded by 12
figures. Adam looks up, patient and expectant, meeting the concentrated
gaze of God, who reaches out to animate and inspire.

As his patron and ally, Pope Julius II was not at all well at this time, and so
Michelangelo worked at breakneck speed to complete the ceiling. This scene
took just three weeks in 1511. We look up and ponder the hand of the Creator
in heaven, and we give thanks for the creative hand of the artist on earth.

Parish Pixels Competition – what makes your church special?
Are you able to show how unique and special your church is with just one
photograph and one sentence? If so, the Parish Pixels competition is for you.
There is a prize of £1,500 for each regional winner (there are to be nine regional
winners in total), with an overall winning church, to be chosen from the nine
regional winning churches, to receive a prize of £5,000. How about we show
something of what makes our churches special in our diocese?
The deadline for entries is Thursday, 31st October 2019.
Further information, including terms and conditions, can be found at:
www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels
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Book Reviews
Retired and Inspired: making the most of our latter years
By Wendy Billington, BRF, £8.99
This book is a Christian view of retirement. Attitudes to
retirement vary, and in this book Wendy Billington
draws on her pastoral skills and life experience to ask
the question: what is a Christian view of retirement?

If we believe that life is a gift from God, should we not
be viewing retirement as part of an integrated whole
and see our latter years as part of God's plan? This
book is intended for all to read: individuals preparing for
retirement and in their retirement years as well as their
families, friends, befrienders, carers and professionals.
Written in two sections, 'Uprooting the weeds' and 'Sowing the seeds', it
includes questions for group discussion at the end of each chapter, followed
by a meditative thought for the day and a closing prayer.

God Loves Me Always
By Make Believe Ideas, Authentic, £8.99
An inspirational collection of stories to teach
children how God can help them handle their
emotions. Each story explores a particular
emotion: sadness, happiness, fear and anger.
The stories are written in clear, simple text and
are brought to life with beautiful illustrations.
Included with each story is a page of information
for parents which includes questions to ask
children to engage them more deeply with each
new emotion, as well as Bible quotes to prompt thought and discussion. A
sticker sheet and reward chart are also included at the back of the book to
reinforce lessons learnt.
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HOME FREED: Part 4: How much is enough?
Decluttering a small space is on a par with spring cleaning. A more significant,
grand-scale declutter is about completely changing the way you live.
As I write this I am facing the prospect of moving to a new house. What shall I
pack? How much will fit into the new house? It is brand new (exciting) but its footprint is only half the size of the house I live in now (daunting). I can only take half of
my belongings with me, unless I intend to live in a cluttered mess! How will I know I
have enough to meet my needs?
Although my new house is surrounded by others that look alike, no two homes are
ever exactly the same. No two people have exactly the same needs. "Enough" is
not a fixed quantity. I can't look at somebody else to decide how much of anything
is sufficient for me.
Before becoming a domestic declutterer I used to teach Biblical Studies. Studying
the ancient texts opened up thought worlds outside British culture. I found insights
into different ways to live. At first glance Nehemiah chapter 6 verse 15, in English,
doesn't seem to say anything at all about decluttering:
"After fifty-two days of work the entire wall was finished" (Good News Bible).
However, the original text was not written in English but in Hebrew, where it says
literally: "After fifty-two days of work the entire wall was SHALOM".
Doesn't Shalom mean "peace"? How can a wall be peace?
When we say "peace" in English, it can sound negative. We are influenced by the
Greek word for peace, irene, meaning "no noise", "no war", "no turmoil". We talk
about "peace and quiet" together, so you can't have peace without something being
absent.

By contrast, Shalom is a positive word, meaning blessing and completeness as an
expression of peace. When Shalom is used as a greeting it is a wish for everything
joy-giving and wholesome to come to the person you greet. Shalom invites the
Spirit of God to be present, filling the space.
This is what I want for my new home. If there is not enough there it will feel bleak
and unwelcoming, if there is too much it will be cluttered and stifling. I just have to
keep on giving things away until it is finished – Shalom.
I pray that the Lord will help me to recognise how much is ENOUGH.
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Puzzle Page
Clare of Assisi - prayer and simplicity
This month (11th August) the
Church remembers Clare, the
daughter of a local Count, who
first heard St Francis of Assissi in
1212, when she was 18. He had
renounced his wealth and soon
she did too. In time Clare and her
sister Agnes moved into the
church of St Damiano, which
Francis and his friends had
restored, and gathered there a
group of like-minded women. It
became a religious Order,
eventually known as the ‘Poor
Clares’. Unable to operate an
itinerant ministry like the men,
Clare’s sisters concentrated on a life of prayer and simplicity.
For them, poverty was not a burden but a joy - a release from the delusions of
power and ambition. Their witness made an enormous impact on the poor
people of Umbria and beyond. Clare helped to nurse Francis through his final
illness, which lasted several years.
Clare
Assisi
Prayer
Simplicity
Francis

Count
Renounce
Wealth
Agnes
Church

Damiano
Restored
delusion
Poor
Religious

Order
Itinerant
Poverty
Burden
Joy
release
Answers on Page 34
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Are you looking at getting back into work but need to improve your CV?

We Can Help!
Join our friendly team of volunteers
Various roles are available, from tour guiding to serving in our Coffee Shop
All we ask is a commitment of three hours of your time per week
To find out more or have an informal chat please contact
Volunteer Manager Caz Harvey on 01205 310929 or
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk
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Advertisements
Hand Embroidery Classes

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning
(except 3rd in month),
Wednesday morning and Thursday morning
10:00-12:30 £8 per class
Monthly class on Fourth Saturday
10:00-16:00
£15 per class
Fees payable half termly in advance

For further details contact: Jo Jeffries
07508 296443
J2jembroidery@gmail.com

St Botolph’s Church Floodlights
Sponsor the church
to be lit up on your
chosen date,
between 6pm and
midnight for £30.
For more details
please contact the
office on 01205
310929
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St Botolph’s Church Tours

St Botolph’s Coffee Rota

We offer guided tours of St
Botolph’s Church, for more
information or to book a tour
please email
tours@parishofboston.co.uk

Volunteers are needed to help
serve coffee after Sunday
services. If you can help please
speak with Adam Kelk
01205 354670
St Christopher’s Hall

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please contact
Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

To hire the hall please contact
Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461

Pilgrim News
For advertising and to submit articles for the Pilgrim
News please contact:
Revd Jane Robertson
Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office
Deadline for October/November submissions:
10th September
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the
Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and
Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.

Keeping you Safe
Caring for people is a very important part of our Christian Life.
If you have any concerns you wish to raise, please contact
Tracey Scoot - Safeguarding Officer
tracey.scoot@parishofboston.co.uk
Adam Kelk - Safeguarding Coordinator
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 01205 310929
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The Team
Revd. Alyson
Buxton

Revd. Jane
Robertson

Team Rector

Associate Rector

Revd. Sue Rose
Assistant Curate

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose
Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner
Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin
Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith
Fabric Manager
Trevor Baily
Director of Music
John Lyon
Operations Manager
Adam Kelk
Caterer
Ann Epton
Housekeeper
Jackie Barkworth
Fundraiser
William Culley
Volunteer Manager
Caz Harvey
Resources Officer
Chris Ladner
Evangelism Coordinator
Simon Connolly
HLF Administrator
Jayne Maddy
Finance Support Officer
Rod Paul
Lay Minister
David Scoot
Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor

trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk
john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk
ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk
jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk
william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk
chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk
simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk
jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk

bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk

Please contact the Parish Office to get in touch with the clergy
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670 Rectory Offices 01205 310929
www.parish-of-boston.org.uk
bostonstump

@stump_boston

