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‘A PASSION FOR PEOPLE’ SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE EDITION

Revd Alyson Buxton writes . . .
Evangelist asked, 'Do you see the shining light in the distance?'
Christian, 'I think I do.'
Evangelist, 'Keep that light in your eye and go directly to it. If you do, you will see the
gate. Upon arrival at the gate, when you knock, you will be told what you should do.'
Pilgrim's Progress
John Bunyan

Dear Friends,
For newcomers to the seasons of the Church Year, it can be confusing that the Church's
year starts in December with the season of Advent and not January. It is unclear when
exactly the tradition of Advent became prominent. However, it was definitely marked and
kept from 480 A.D.. Later on, in 567 A.D., the Council of Tours advocated that the monks
should fast every day in December until Christmas Day. A six week Advent was practiced
in Rome and by 590-604 A.D. the four Sunday Advent season, with its strong emphasis
on the Second Coming, began under the leadership of Pope Gregory Ist. Many historical
documents suggest that Advent was linked to new disciples being prepared for baptism
when they would then be baptised en masse at Epiphany.
Contemporary engagement with Advent has settled into its present four-week worship
rhythm. The focus of these weeks points forward to Christmas Day and Christ's
Incarnation. Each week has its own focus and priority:

 Advent 1 and the Patriarchs
 Advent 2 and the Prophets

 Advent 3 and John the Baptist
 Advent 4 and the Virgin Mary.
Another level of the season is its overarching themes. These themes have also had
various historical manifestations. There is now a general agreement that the key topics of
Advent are:



Recognition of a past reality of Jesus Christ's coming (adventus) and historic
incarnation along-with with its transforming relevance for humanity
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A looking forward to the Second Coming both within our own lives and in the
presence of our community.



Advent is a recognition of an eschatological event in the sense of looking forward to
the end of time.

It is a time of expectation, preparation, and a time of waiting and hope. It is a time when
Christians wait in the joyful hope of Christ to 'act' in their lives, to bring renewal to their
churches, and bring to birth the values of the Kingdom in their communities - waiting in
the anticipation that things will change. It is a season in which the people of God are
encouraged to view present circumstances by looking through the lens of the future. It is
a time of vision.
The different foci of the 4 weeks of Advent emphasise a sense of seasonal vision:



Advent 1 with the remembrance of the Patriarchs who highlight the steady faith
foundation being laid for the future.



Advent 2 with the prophets who describe the possibilities of the future



Advent 3 and John the Baptist who describes the person of the future



Advent 4 and the Virgin Mary, who miraculously gave birth to the future.

These four themes unite an overarching Advent vision. This is to seek the purposes of
God and the Kingdom and to do this afresh in every generation.

As we enter Advent 2019 I am conscious that this edition of the Pilgrim News is going to
be placed in the ‘Passion for People’ project’s time capsule. This will lie in situ near one
of the church pillars in the North side aisle. I hope in 100 year’s time that, although the
context of our Advent journey may be different, the Church year and its focus will remain
the same. I hope that the people reading this letter in the future will be seeking the
purposes of God and the Kingdom afresh in their generation and, like the Evangelist and
Christian in “Pilgrim’s Progress”, keep heading for the light!
May God bless you on your 2019 Advent journey and may God bless you all in 2120 in
your Advent journey.
In His grip, now and into all eternity.

Aly
The Revd Alyson Buxton
RGN.,BAHons.,MA.,MTH
Team Rector
The Parish of Boston
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The Mission Action Plan for 2020-2023
This issue of the Pilgrim News comes at a significant time of the year, where
we stand on the threshold between the old and the new. A time of year where
we often look back and reflect, but also anticipate the future; sometimes with
trepidation but often with hope and expectation. This is as true for us as a
church community as it is for individuals.
In the coming weeks we will see the completion of the major building project
that has taken up so much of our energy over the last few years. What has
been achieved through the generosity of those who have helped fund the
project, the patience and adaptability of volunteers and staff, and the support
and goodwill of the town has been amazing and puts an iconic building – a
visible symbol of the gospel - in a sound place for the next generation.
However, from the parish point of view, it is not just about buildings, though it
has seemed that way for all of us at times. Five years ago the original
Strategic Development Plan emerged from the parish conference of 2014 and
through the intent and vision at the heart of it this parish has grown in many
different ways, not just in the people who are part of its life, but in outlook too.
Our vocation to be a ‘Place of Hospitality’ genuinely lies at the heart of all we
do and informs the decisions we make.
Now though, it is time to move forward and this year of disruption has not
been wasted! As a team we have been working hard through 2019 to develop
a new Mission Action Plan for 2020 to 2023. The plan, which many of you
have seen and fed back to us on, has emerged from prayerful reflection and
congregational and PCC feedback. It has, as its primary focus, our growth
together as disciples of Jesus Christ and is a plan that includes individual
vision and focus for each of our three churches. It is realistic too, as can be
seen in the new worship rota (published in this magazine), which gives room
for the development and growth of the many gifted lay people who are part of
the ministry of this parish.
We look to the future with hope and expectation as we travel together:
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For Meditation and Prayer ….

A Prayer for wisdom and light
Father of all,
You gave Jesus to be the light of the whole world. Help us to receive His light and to
reflect it. Help us not to limit the extent of your love by the restrictions of our own
understanding. Give us wisdom to look upwards and outwards and to allow your Holy
Spirit to transform us day by day as we serve you. Thank you for the gift of wisdom and
for those who respond to your prompting to find Jesus.
In His name,
Amen.

by Daphne Kitching
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Advent Course 2019
Our Advent course will take place in the Rectory Offices
from 10 -11.30am during December.
Dates and themes are:
Saturday 7th December Waiting in Darkness
Saturday 14th December Waiting Together
Saturday 21st December Waiting in Hope
Each session will be a mix of bible reading, reflection, discussion and worship.
In order to have enough resources it would be helpful to know how many
people to expect.
We would be grateful if you could let a member of the ministry team
know if you intend to come to all, or some, of the sessions.

Weddings and Baptisms
For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment.
You will then be given all the information needed, and your questions answered.
You can book your appointment by any of the methods below.
Email: chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk (preferred method)
Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the Parish Office.
(Please note that it is not always possible
to be seen immediately, thank you).
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE
MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND
SIX MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS
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Christingle Services
Once again, this year our Christingle services are being held with
the children and staff from St Thomas’ school.
We are privileged in this parish to have an excellent relationship
with this school. Revd Jane and Revd Sue visit regularly to take
assemblies, as well as visiting classes individually in order to
read bible stories. Trevor also has a strong relationship with the school, partly
as Foodbank manager but significantly through making Christingles! Each
year he, Sheila and others too, spend a couple of days making Christingles
with each class. The children then come to church for their Christingle
services.
This year there will be two services:
WEDNESDAY 11th DECEMBER at 1.30
& THURSDAY 12th DECEMBER at 1.30
If you are free please do come along; it would be lovely if people from the
parish were able to support the school in this way

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston
A Place of Hospitality
Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful
hearts’ (Col.4:2)
If you would like to offer a prayer request, it will be shared with a group of
Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers
will pray for all requests received.
Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk
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St Botolph’s Restoration
It’s hard to believe that this time last year we were just about to start the
physical work of our wonderful renovations… How things have changed in
that year! I’m going to let the photos speak for themselves in this issue of the
magazine, they say so much more than I could.

November 2018
Work starts outside and the first of the Harris
fencing goes up. The Ground Radar is done on a
very wet, cold day – all needed to be done before
starting to erect the scaffolding.

December 2018
Things were changing inside
too: from 10th December
through to 19th December…

January 2019

8th Jan 2019 inside and outside

30th Jan 2019 Inside and outside

February 2019
Scaffolding goes in
above the coffee
shop inside, and
above the balcony
outside. Inside is
bare earth
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March 2019

Mean and moody
march sky

April 2019

May 2019

Underfloor heating
and wiring

June 2019

The first Ancaster stone
slab is laid

July 2019

Scaffolding at the top and heating and wiring
progressing

Skilled tradesmen
busy laying the slabs

August 2019
Slabs almost finished
being laid and a close up
of the scaffolding right at
the top of the tower just
before it starts being
dismantled.
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September 2019

Work starts on the porch

Platform built ready
for scaffold dismantle

Radiators being installed

October 2019

Porch progressing
nicely

Electrical boxes being
worked on

More of the tower
showing now

November 2019
It has been an awful
lot of hard work, cold
times and dusty days
but we are starting to
see a bit of what the
end result will be like.

Glass at the top

Peter & Paul
Chapel back
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Workmen
climbing stairs

I hope you have
enjoyed this look back
at the last 365 days
and a big thank you to
everyone for sticking
with us through it all.

God-Bites
God-Bites is a series of sessions we have organised to help us to engage
with topics which are related to our faith. We have had some interesting
sessions during 2019, covering a wide range of topics.
We have discussed and reflected on Franciscan Spirituality with Sister
Maureen from Metheringham; Resilience with Archdeacon Justine; Human
Trafficking with the Salvation Army; Just War with Mike Rose and Tim
Atkinson, Faith and Politics with Sally Myers; Redemption and Justice with
Bishop Rob; Ethics based on love with Chris Ladner, and Being the Real You
with Aly. Quite a variety of topics! We have seen a regular small group of
people coming together who enjoy exploring different subjects, and we are
always looking to welcome new faces, either for a one-off subject of interest,
or those who like exploring different aspects of faith and ethics over the
months.
We will be having a break in December, but those of you interested in
discussion and reflection might like to join our Advent Group during December
on Saturday mornings.
We are just putting together our programme of God-Bites sessions for 2020.
The first one will be on Thursday 16th January at 6.30pm, with the
speaker yet to be announced. Some of the other subjects we are looking at
for next year are Artificial Intelligence, Climate Change, Rough Sleepers and
the Homeless, the Eucharist, Capitalism and Consumerism, Euthanasia,
Domestic Abuse and Coercive control, and Chaplaincy. If you have a subject
you are interested in, please let me know. Our programme can be found on
the website, and we will also continue to publicise future dates in the pew
sheet and on posters in our churches.

Reverend Sue
Next God Bites Session:
Thursday 16th January at 6.30pm
in the History Room at the Rectory Office
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Boston and Sutterton Foodbanks
“Thank you” from the Boston and Sutterton foodbanks
The Foodbank wishes to thank all who have donated during the Harvest
Festival period, and is extremely grateful for the support given by schools,
churches and private donations during this Harvest Festival season. To date
we have recorded over 1800kg of harvest festival donations which according
to our records reflects an approximate 40% increase on last year. We have
noticed an increase in the number of schools which have donated this year,
and food bank representatives were invited and attended several school
assemblies and services to give a presentation on the food bank operations.
The increase in stock has been extremely welcome.
Demand for food parcels continues from the Boston and Sutterton foodbank
outlets. We are currently issuing between 18 and 25 parcels a week.
Approximately 700 food bags have been issued since April, helping 951 adult
claimants and 520 child claimants. On average, claimants receive 2 food bags
over a six-month period during which many are able attain a stable footing
with help from referral agencies. Reasons for claiming frequently relate to
changes in benefit payments, low income and homelessness.
The foodbank has distributed over 10,000kg since 1st April. As mentioned
above, our stocks have been boosted by the harvest festival collections.
However, we continue to request donations of long-life milk, long-life fruit
juices, puddings (e.g. sponge pudding), custard, basic toiletries such as gels,
shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, loo rolls. We have plenty of pasta and
beans. Cash donations would also be welcomed. These donations would help
us buy in standard stock for the food bags as required.
During the lead up to Christmas, we plan to issue a festive bag which would
include some festive products. Donations of Christmas
fayre would also be appreciated.
Finally, again we thank all for your continued support, and
all the volunteers who help keep the foodbank running.
Wishing all a Happy Christmas

The Boston and Sutterton foodbanks
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St Christopher’s Church - a review of 2019
St Christopher’s is the smallest of our three
churches and remains very much an
outreach church. A service of Eucharist or
Morning Worship is currently held every
month with a small but loyal congregation.
Sadly this year the church lost one of it’s members, Annie
Davidson, who inspired several initiatives which the church
has brought, and is bringing, to fruition. One of these was
the colourful banner which was completed last year by
Bertie, Anna, Annie and Joan. Following on from this they
are now beginning work on a new altar frontal. Annie will not
be forgotten, for the parish purchased a flagstone in the St
Botolph’s “Adopt a Stone” scheme in her memory.
A welcoming building, St Christopher’s has recently
undergone refurbishment to the kitchen, providing the facilities for serving meals,
and also to the toilets. This has meant that a meal (another idea from Annie) is
now served once a month after the Monday Arts and Craft session, and a special
Christmas meal is also planned. The Arts and Craft Group continues to be well
attended and enjoyed - a really sociable occasion for the start of the week for it’s
members - and it’s open to all.
St Christopher’s holds an Annual Coffee Morning in the summer to raise vital funds
and the premises continue to be used by Guides, Brownies and Rainbows.
When discussing the intended Time
Capsule at St Botolph’s, Anna told me that
there is one already in situ under the floor of
St Christopher’s in the centre of the main
room. It was placed there in the year 2000,
when the church was built, by the oldest
and youngest members of the congregation
at that time, and who also took part in the
laying of the foundation stone.
Rosemary Pettitt
13

St Christopher’s Arts and Craft Group
The Arts and Craft group at St Christopher’s runs every Monday from
10am-12 noon. Participants take part in a variety of crafts while enjoying a cuppa
and a piece of cake. One member that attends commented on her experience of
the group ‘It kick-starts my week. I enjoy the company and a chance to share with
others’. It is a friendly group where people learn new skills and anyone who wants
to attend is very welcome.
The Boston Local People’s Project is funded by People’s Health Trust with money
raised through local health lotteries and supported by Royal Voluntary Service. The
project takes a neighbourhood approach by engaging
with local people and empowering them to address
wider issues within their own communities through
collective action. One of the ways we support over 50s
in Boston is by supporting groups led by local residents to
get older people together to try and combat isolation and
loneliness.

Gemma Moore

Community Engagement Worker
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A Poem for the Season
When God was born
He came to that which was His own,
but His own did not receive Him
John 1:11
God appeared one night; the world slept on.
Infant flesh disguised the Holy One,
announced by angels singing in the sky,
‘Peace on earth and praise to God on high’
but who turned up?

Shepherds came, star-gazers from the east,
outcasts, prophets, sinners, lost and least.
Kings and lawyers saw Him as a threat,
Creator, Saviour, Prince of Peace and yet
persecuted, made a refugee,
condemned to death from birth and forced to flee.

Wonder at the welcome Christ extends:
He heals, forgives, restores, makes us His friends.
As we recall and celebrate His birth
how are we to live His life on earth?
By Helen Brocklehurst
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God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess explores symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ – the 'Catholic Mystery' by Maurice Denis
When we were at Sunday School, we probably
learnt the hymn:
‘Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light,
Like a little candle burning in the night.
In this world of darkness, we must shine,
You in your small corner and I in mine.’
As we grew up, we learnt that Jesus calls us to
shine out and not stay in that little corner. ‘No one puts a lamp under the bushel
basket, but on the lamp stand to give light to all in the house.’ In the house of God
lights shine out, whether it is the menorah of Old Testament worship, or the lamp
stands in Revelation.
When we enter our own churches, we see candles on the altar as a sign of worship
offered to the glory of God. And not just on the altar, but also held in our hands at
Christingle services or baptisms or carried in procession behind the Paschal
Candle at the Easter Vigil. These candles light up the building and remind us that
Jesus is the Light of the world who can illuminate our hearts and minds.
In the 1890s Maurice Denis, a French artist, created a series of paintings inspired
by the Annunciation. He called them the Catholic Mystery. They show the good
news coming to Mary as a Gospel procession with acolytes carrying candles to tell
her that God’s Word will light up her life. Denis was called ‘the prophet of beautiful
icons’, and we see that in this sensitive and moving painting.
The light of candles, like all lights, is a mystery for they only shine out as they burn
themselves up. Going back to childhood days again, you may remember the
nursery rhyme describing the candle:
‘Little Nanny Etticoat in a white petticoat
And a red nose.
The longer she stands, the shorter she grows.’
When we hold our candles, like the acolytes in the painting, we pray that we
may shine out with the good news of Jesus the Light.
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Finding God in everyday life
One of my favourite things about Christmas is the evening of Christmas Day, when
stepping outside into the sharp, cold air you see your breath before you and feel the deep
stillness of a world at rest. No cars revving, no lorries trundling down the motorway, no
aeroplanes overhead, no trains rumbling past. The busyness of the run-up to Christmas
gives way to a collective sigh. It’s a moment when we allow the cosmos to breathe
deeply, to rest and relax – for all God’s creation to experience the blessing of Sabbath
rest, to know the still small voice of calm. In the depth of the stillness you can discern the
presence of God feeding our faith, inspiring us with hope, loving us.

In 1 Corinthians 13:12–13 we read:
‘For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.’ (NRSV)
What does it mean to live faithfully, hopefully and lovingly as a Christian today, finding
and following God in the ordinary and extra-ordinary stuff of daily life? We often allow the
busyness of life to push out the ‘main thing’, the gift of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.
Being a Christian isn’t a ‘tick box’ identity nor what we do in church; as Christians we are
people who choose to yield to Christ, to invite Jesus to change and shape us, to access
all areas of our lives.

Starting on Sunday, 12th January, we are invited to step into a 21day journey of everyday faith, hope and love. The Church of
England is launching a new resource called ‘Everyday Faith’,
consisting of daily reflections and prayers to help us find and
follow God in our everyday lives. It is available via emails, an app, social media, audio
podcasts and can be purchased as a booklet from Church House Publishing. To sign up,
go to: churchofengland.org/everydayfaith. The materials will help us find God at work in
ourselves and the world around us.
In 2020 we will be hosting a range of ‘Inspiring Everyday Faith’ events, with the first to be
held on Monday, 13th January, at Edward King House, Lincoln from 5.30pm. If you are
someone who is passionate about finding God in everyday life and wanting to encourage
others to do the same, then go to eventbrite.co.uk/e/inspiring-everday-faith-tickets81456315031 or contact me at sarah.spencer@lincoln.anglican.org
or on 01522 50 40 75 for more information.
Prayer: Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Common Worship: Collects and Post
Communions, material from which is
included here, is copyright
© The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and
published by Church House Publishing.

Christmas Services in the Parish
Sunday 1st December
6.00pm Advents Carols at St Botolph’s Church

Tuesday 3rd December
7.00pm Foodbank Carol Service at St Thomas’s Church

Saturday7th December
4.30pm Butterfly Hospice Carol Service at St Botolph’s Church

Wednesday 11th December
7.30pm Carol Service at St Thomas’s Church

Sunday 22nd December
6.00pm Seven Lessons and Carols at St Botolph’s Church

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24th December
4.00pm Carols by Candlelight at St Botolph’s Church
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Botolph’s Church
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Thomas’ Church

Christmas Day, Wednesday 25th December
8.00am BCP Holy Communion at St Botolph’s Church
10.30am United Parish Eucharist at St Botolph’s Church
Church closed following Christmas Day Service until 2nd
January, except for Sunday service below

Sunday 29th December
10.30am United Service at St Botolph’s Church
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What's On
St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session
10:00am to 12:00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church
Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)
4:30 to 5:30pm, every Friday at St Botolph’s Church
Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)
7:15 to 8:15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church
Pop-up Church
12th December - Christmas Meal at Merriman’s (pre-booking essential)
God Bites - (see page 10)
In the History Room at the Rectory Office
16th January 6:30pm
Advent Course (see page 5)
Saturdays 7th/14th/21st December in the Rectory Offices from 10 -11:30am

Special Services
Confirmation Service - Sunday 1st December,
4:00pm at Holy Trinity Church
Advent Carols - Sunday 1st December, 6:00pm at St Botolph’s
Foodbank Carol Service - Tuesday 3rd December,
7:00pm at St Thomas’
Butterfly Hospice Carol Service - Saturday 7th December,
4:30pm at St Botolph’s
St Thomas’ Carol Service - Wednesday 11th December, 7:30pm at St Thomas’
St Thomas’s School Christingles - 1:30pm at St Thomas’ Church
Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th December
Seven Lessons and Carols - Sunday 22nd December, 6:00pm at St Botolph’s
Carols by Candlelight - Tuesday 24th December, 4:00pm at St Botolph’s

See Page 18 for ALL Christmas Services
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Regular Service Times
NEW WORSHIP ROTA TO TAKE EFFECT FROM JANUARY 2020

St Botolph’s Church
Wednesdays
10.30
Shoppers’ Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel
11:00
Chaplaincy
12.00
Midday Prayer
Sundays
Time
08:00
10:30
17:00

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Sung Eucharist

Choral Eucharist

Sung Eucharist

United Choral
Eucharist

BCP Eucharist
Choral Eucharist/
Matins
Parish Prayer
Meeting (alt)

Evensong

Evensong

St Thomas’ Church
Thursdays
11.00
Eucharist
Sundays
Time
09:00

Week 1

11:00

Sung Eucharist

17:00

Parish Prayer
Meeting (alt)

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Mission Team
Service (MTS)

United Choral
Eucharist

Said Eucharist
Service of the
Word

St Christopher’s Church
Sundays
Time
09:30

Week 1
Morning Worship/
Holy Communion

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Mission Team
Service (MTS

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals,
please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information.
20

St Thomas’s Church - a review of 2019
As we look back on this past year at St Thomas’ church, there are many things to
celebrate, as well as some sadness. During the year we have lost two members of
our St Thomas’ congregation and they will both be greatly missed. Other members
have also had a tough year battling illness and bereavement but it is good to see
how the St Thomas’ congregation pull together as a family supporting those who
are struggling.
This year we had a couple of special
events involving our Bishops. At the
beginning of June, we welcomed Bishop
David to our Summer’s Evening Social
(which ended up in the church due to poor
weather). We enjoyed strawberries and
cream with sparkling wine, and listened to
the Community Choir.

Bishop David then talked about his faith
journey. It was a great evening of
fellowship. At the end of June, Bishop
Nicholas came to support our Family
Service for our baptism families in the
parish. The service was well attended,
and we had a “Messy Church” type
service involving craft activities, scripture,
songs, tea and cake…and a bubble
machine! We presented baptism leaves
and family prayers to each child and their family. The service was a good way of
reconnecting, and we had lots of positive feedback.
Our regular events have been very successful this year. We had a Taizé service in
April, then we had our Summer Fair on 1st June. Fortunately this year we were
blessed with good weather, and we welcomed lots of visitors to our inside stalls as
well as to the outdoor games and activities. On 3rd July we had a Eucharist for our
Patronal Festival of St Thomas. In September we welcomed the Haven Singers for
an afternoon concert.
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At the end of September, as a parish, we
celebrated Harvest Thanksgiving ; during the
service the Parish Giving Scheme was
launched, and we raised funds for Médecins
sans Frontières. We enjoyed a Harvest Lunch
which was well supported and delicious, and
followed by our auction of produce.
During Holy Week this year we had a Palm
Sunday service at the church, and spent two
evenings meditating on “The Nail” by Stephen
Cottrell, then we walked the Stations of the Cross and listened to some beautiful
Plainsong. We then celebrated Easter Day with an early morning Eucharist.
We have had two weddings in the church in March and June this year, and quite a
few baptisms – it is a great joy to welcome wedding couples and their guests, and
baptism families into the church. We have also welcomed St Thomas’ school into
church to learn about baptisms, and also for their Harvest celebration and for
Christingle services.
We are now planning for St Thomas’ to be the focus for children and family
activities in the parish, as a result of our Mission Action Plan work for 2020-2023.
We look forward to St Thomas’ church and our friendly and supportive
congregation “St Thomas’ family” continuing to be an important part of our parish.

A Book Review for Advent
In the Bleak Midwinter – Advent and Christmas with Christina Rossetti
By Rachel Mann, Canterbury Press, £12.99
Best known for her poems-turned-carols In the Bleak Midwinter
and Love Came Down at Christmas, Rossetti's rich and
wondrous faith provides an inspiring seasonal companion.
For each day from Advent Sunday to the Epiphany, Rachel Mann
selects a poem and reflects on it, drawing on Rossetti's many
other writings including her devotional journals and commentary
on biblical narratives. At a time when commercial pressures are
at their most intense, this volume aims to lead readers to an
encounter with God's time and space, to find our true identity
beyond all that would limit and diminish our humanity.
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About the Pilgrim News
We do hope that you enjoy reading the Pilgrim News, the church magazine of the
Parish of Boston. Published bi-monthly, it is only possible through the contribution
of articles from the Parish Team, church members and those in the wider
community. Within its pages we aim to report on parish events, celebrate what we
do well, and reach out to those who live and work in the Boston area. In this issue
we are also looking forwards, towards the future ministry of our churches and, as
this issue is a special edition - a copy is to be placed in the Time Capsule at the
Stump - we are looking forwards to greet the year 2120 too.

So, how is each issue of the magazine put together? Well, it starts with a meeting
of the editorial team - Revd Jane Robertson and Rosemary Pettitt - during which
we discuss events, the theme of the church season, and notices, all of which need
to be incorporated in the magazine - and also the layout of the items within it. We
then commission articles from the Parish Team and are always pleased when we
receive items of interest from others too. Additionally, we use material carefully
selected from the website for Christian church magazine editors - the Parish
Pump.
The deadline for submissions is always important, and after that date the first draft
of the issue is created by Rosemary and then given to Will Culley in the parish
office who is an invaluable member of the magazine team. He always checks and
refines the copy ready for publishing and ensures it is printed and distributed on
time and our thanks must go to him for all his help.
Finally, of course, the most important aspect of this magazine is its readership and
we do hope that you enjoy both this special issue and the magazine as a whole.
Despite today’s technological advances, most parishes value their magazine.
Perhaps because it gives a tangible sense of “belonging” to its readers?
Rosemary Pettitt

A Quote by John Wesley
Do all the good you can
By all the means you can
In all the ways you can
In all the places you can
At all the times you can
To all the people you can
As long as ever you can.
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News from the Music Department
This October saw a visit to Boston by James Richardson-Jones of the Duplex Organ
Blowing Company. We had noticed of late that our organ’s blowing plant had been
making some extraordinary noises and certainly these sounds were not welcome in the
organ’s repertoire of tone colours! James, whose company built new blowers for the
Royal Albert Hall and who are currently working on the new organ at Canterbury
Cathedral, came to inspect our motor and carry out some essential servicing work. After
a bit of wrangling to climb over the top of the main wind trunk that feeds the organ,
James used specialist tools to remove the old blower oil and bearing grease before
refreshing the lubricants. He then checked and tightened the couplings between the
motor and fan to ensure that the blower is fighting fit. The blower is such an essential
part of the organ’s mechanism and despite being almost eighty years old, it has almost
flawlessly provided the breath behind the organ’s mighty voice throughout this time.
Advent Music
As I write, we approach the penitential season of Advent, a time of reflection, and
preparation before the festivities of Christmas. Although Christmas began in the world of
retail in September and the Christmas Lights will be switched on in November, in church,
we take time to mark Advent and know the importance of waiting for the mystery of the
Christmas message to reveal itself. The season of Advent presents the opportunity to
sing some of the most wonderful and powerful music in the church repertoire. The
wonderful carol, ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ based
upon the ancient plainsong ‘Veni Emmanuel’ evokes an
imagery full of strength and vitality. It calls upon the
heavens to unleash the power of God through the arrival
of his son on Earth, to crush the bonds of death and hell.
‘Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending’ is another
glorious Advent carol which lifts the spirits. Set in the
bright key of G major, the music strides forth in grandeur, rolling around the wonderful
acoustics of our church. These hymns carry affirming messages through their lyrics and
highlight the importance of the story that these ancient and traditional carols release to us
as we sing them.
The choir will be singing a range of choral music over the coming season. Our last
Evensong in November will feature two wonderful works by Sir Edward Bairstow, the
onetime organist of Wigan Parish Church and subsequently, York Minster. The introit,
‘Let All Mortal Flesh’ is an unaccompanied anthem in the dark, brooding key of F# minor.
A piece containing great contrasts, the opening phrase sung softly by the men in a
pseudo-plainchant style, paves the way for a glorious, early climax, which makes clever
use of the church’s cavernous acoustic. A more polyphonic section follows before the
building’s generous echo is again employed by the composer to enhance the might and
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impact of the three colossal statements of the word ‘alleluia’ which herald the climactic
bars of the anthem’s music. A reprise of the opening section, accompanied by
mysterious and dark chords from other voices bring the work to a terrifying conclusion.
The anthem ‘Blessed City, Heavenly Salem’ is the other work by Bairstow that the choir
will sing during the service. This anthem is a large-scale work which divides into subsections, each contrasting with the previous one. Beginning with an organ flourish, the
work requires strong and focused singing , challenging the singers and organist with its
virtuosic elements! The climactic, fierce central section of the work ends with a brief
organ interlude that is colossal in stature, before the music calms and descends into the
final section of the work, written in the wonderfully warm key of D flat Major. Featuring a
treble solo line that is sublime in its beauty and simplicity, this concluding sections is
charged with delicate emotion as the
music makes its heavenward journey
via a pianissimo amen.
Music awards
Those of you who are able to come
to church may have seen our junior
choir members singing at a Sunday
morning service. A number of our
children have sung with us for some
time and whilst they always look so
smart in their red cassocks, an
essential part of their choir uniform
was missing until recently! It is our
tradition at St Botolph’s to formally
admit choristers into the choir by
presenting them with their white
surplices in a short ceremony in
which they are asked to behave
respectfully, to give their best gifts to
God and to work together to support
each other in the choir. Five
choristers were presented with their surplices, with two more waiting to receive theirs this
month. Five new probationers have now recently joined choir as a result of the
recruitment sessions that have been led in church. They will each receive their surplices
once they have been in choir for around six months and can show their commitment to
singing in church. At the same service, we installed a new Head Chorister for the year.
Stars, medals, Head Choristers and St Cecilia
At St Botolph’s we reward our choristers for their excellent singing and for showing their
initiative and responsibility towards others. We have our own Bronze, Silver and Gold
star awards which choristers are presented with when they achieve a set number of
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points. This month, two choristers were presented with their Bronze star and joined three
others who had already had achieved this mark. In addition to our own scheme, we use
the Royal School of Church Music medal scheme to reward choristers when they reach
specific levels of proficiency. A group of choristers will be awarded with their RSCM
medal at a special Choral Evensong service on St Cecilia’s Day, Friday 22 November at
6pm. We will also install our second Head Chorister at this service. We would be
delighted if you could join us for this special service.
A special award for David Wright
David Wright our Organist Emeritus was
selected after nomination to receive an
honorary ARSCM award from the Royal
School of Church Music in recognition of his
service to our parish over more than fifty
years. This award recognises musical
achievements of national importance and is
the second highest achievable honorary
award presented by the RSCM. David
received his honorary award from the Dean
of Westminster Abbey in front of family
members and well-wishers at a special service and ceremony held at Salisbury Cathedral
in October. It is a fitting tribute to a life-long career spent enhancing worship through
excellent music in our parish.
David arrived in Boston in 1957 as the successor to Dr J Philip Marshall, who had held
the post of Organist previously. As a former organ scholar of New College, Oxford, David
had already proved himself as a skilled musician. Studying piano at a young age with a
teacher with direct links to the famous impresario and composer Franz Liszt, David
began to learn the Organ, achieving the FRCO, the Royal College of Organist’s highest
and most widely recognised qualification. The FRCO represents the highest standards of
organ playing as would be expected of a Cathedral organist. David achieved the Limpus
Prize from the RCO in recognition of his achievement in securing the highest mark in the
organ playing section of the exam that year.
During David’s time in Boston, the choir of men and boys broadcast Choral Evensong
and continued to uphold high standards of musical worship throughout his time as
Organist. He encouraged the musical development of countless choristers, with many
going on to learn to play the organ and later in life, securing positions in churches across
the country. David also served as music master at Boston Grammar School, a position
he held for 42 years until his retirement.
Beyond church, David held the position of musical director of Boston Choral Society.
Working in this position, with his wife Joan as accompanist, he secured high standards of
performance and the choir enjoyed a wide repertoire, performing concerts in church but
also in other venues around the wider area. The choir also collaborated with the Bury St
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Edmunds Choral Society working with David’s friend and fellow accomplished musician,
Harrison Oxley. In his spare time, David enjoyed a keen interest in table tennis, a sport
he played extremely well! I remember being challenged to a game at our choir
recreational club and being easily beaten!
David stepped down from his position as organist at St Botolph’s in 1999 but remained a
part of the music team.
David served as part of the interview panel for my own appointment to the position of
Director of Music in 2001 and continued to support the music in church through his
accompaniment of services. In recognition of his outstanding and lengthy contribution to
the musical life of this parish, David was awarded the honorary position of Organist
Emeritus, a position he still holds.
As a singer, Bedesman and subsequent Director of Music, having the opportunity to work
with David at St Botolph’s proved to be an absolute and rare privilege. He is a musician
and teacher of outstanding skill and calibre from whom I have sought to learn so much,
most specifically relating to how to shape and direct choral music and how to accompany
with sensitivity and colour, exploring the wonderful resources of our organ and the
building in which it resides. Nobody knows this instrument better than him. He has
collected a priceless amount of knowledge and experience over his long career and has
maintained excellent standards of musicianship throughout always being generous with
his expertise and support.
St Botolph’s has been most fortunate to have such a skilled and faithful servant in Mr
David Wright MA Oxon, FRCO, ARSCM.

John Lyon—Director of Music
Humorous Hymns ?!?
Here are some interesting hymns featured in the
Ancient and Modern Hymnbook:
Do you know the ‘Plumbers’ Hymn’? –
second verse reads “who fixed this floating ball”!
Or how about the ‘Motorcyclists’ hymn’ –
“Sunbeams scorching all the way”.
Finally, we have the ‘adopted hymn of Open Farming Prisons’ –
“we plough the fields and scatter”!!
Tony Pepper
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Celebrating “Thenadays”
Canon David Winter considers Auld Lang Syne

‘Auld Lang Syne’ was sung over the New Year, especially in Scotland. It
should, we are told, ‘never be forgotten’. But what is it?
The words actually mean something like ‘long time ago’ and it is the
‘acquaintances ‘of long ago that we should not forget. In other words, and
somewhat to contradict the usual New Year greetings, it calls us to look back.
The past, it says, is precious, as are the people who have been part of it for
us.
At my age people often use the word ‘nowadays’. Usually negatively –
‘nowadays there‘s nothing good on the TV’ or ‘nowadays people never say
thank you’. It’s a mind-set that is shaped by the memory of a golden age that
probably never existed. Yet there is a truth in there somewhere. If we find
‘nowadays’ unsettling, why not remember ‘Thenadays’? Our past is who we
are. Its people have shaped our lives. There is nothing wrong sometimes in
looking back and remembering. As the song says, it should be ‘brought to
mind’ – the ‘old acquaintances’ of our lives.
For me, for instance, that is my father taking me as a six-year-old to watch the
steam trains go by. It’s my grandparents in their Welsh village. It’s old friends
and colleagues, some from as long as 70 years ago, with all the laughter and
tears we shared. And it’s not just happy things like my own family but also the
sad loss of loved ones and the feeling of helpless deprivation that follows. All
of this is part of my ‘Thenadays’.
As we wish people a ‘Happy New Year’
it’s not a bad idea to pick up that
strange Scots saying and invite them
not to forget a human heritage which is
ours – people, events, experience.
‘Auld Lang Syne’ is the totality of our
lives as we have lived them. Looking
back is often the best way of looking
forward…
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The Guild of St Botolph’s
The Guild of St Botolph’s is a new joint fundraising
scheme by the Friends of St Botolph’s & the Boston
Stump Restoration Trust and it looks to create a selfsustaining future for St Botolph’s.
A membership of the Guild can cost as little as £12 a
year up to £1,200 and offers various benefits. With
varying different levels of membership, there is a level for everybody.
For more information collect a leaflet in church or contact the Parish Office
via (01205) 310929 or email: adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk

Answers to the News Quiz of 2019
1. A Gillet jaune is the yellow reflective vest French drivers have to carry by law in their cars. It
became associated with protest.
2. Choupette is a cat, a very rich cat.
3. It landed in Edinburgh by mistake.
4. He was a comedian.
5. The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo
6. Love of ferns.
7. Eiffel Tower in Paris.
8. Penny Mordaunt was named after the Arethusa-class cruiser HMS Penelope.
9. Canada. The loonie is the type of bird featured on the dollar coin. Toonie refers to the two-dollar
coin.
10. The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in the Battle of Balaklava during the Crimean War.
Around 500 men of the 93rd (Sutherland Highlanders), aided by a small force of 100 walking
wounded, 40 detached Guardsmen, and supported by a substantial force
of Turkish infantrymen,
led by Sir Colin Campbell, fired at the Russian cavalry.
11. Coffee
12. Lots of butterflies.
13. Beards.
14. Seagulls. (Please do not try this at home. It probably does not work!)
15. HRH Prince Charles
16. Greenland. It was not for sale.
17. They are butterflies. You might find them in a churchyard.
18. Beef
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Pop-Up Church
Our October Pop-up Church event was a visit
to ‘Pots of Fun’ on Bittern way in Boston. On a
dull Saturday morning we were warmly
welcomed to the bright studio where we were
able to spend a relaxing time together. The
only sound to be heard was the radio playing
in the background and the odd bit of
conversation as people concentrated on
carefully decorating the things they had
chosen. I am glad to say that once fired the
pieces were amazing – what a talented bunch! As I write we are looking forward to
bringing this first year of events to a close with a Christmas meal at Merrimans.
When we initially planned Pop-up church
we saw it as a way that we could deepen
fellowship, both among our regular church
congregation members, but also with
those who are part of the life of our church
but not regular worshippers. I have tried to
create a varied programme that meets on
different days of the week in order to give
as many people as possible the chance of joining in. We began the year in
February with a visit to Easton walled gardens to see the snowdrops and since
then have enjoyed a variety of events. It has been
such a joy to spend time with people in this informal
way and to get to know each other a little better. If you
have not yet managed to come to a Pop-up Church
event I urge you to look out for our new programme
which will be available in the new year.
It is difficult to make a varied programme – it is so
tempting to focus on things I like doing!! So, if you
have ideas for places we could visit please do let me know and I will see if we can
incorporate them into next year.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has supported the events this year. I
have really valued the time we have spent together.
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Revd Jane

The Parish Pilgrimage 2019
This year the 'Saint Botolph's
Pilgrims' were fewer in number, but
nevertheless set off enthusiastically
early on Saturday, October 12th to
Selby Abbey. However, though the
pilgrims were fewer in number this
year, part way through the day they
were joined by the Saint Botolph's
Choir, who came to sing at the
Choral Evensong which made a
very good conclusion to a day of
prayer and meditation

The Abbey Facade

On arrival we refreshed ourselves with tea or coffee, after which we were joined by
the Vicar of Selby Abbey, who gave us a guided tour and at various points of the
building we had a Bible reading and a prayer. This was followed by the Eucharist in
a Chapel at the back of the High Altar. After this we had time for lunch.

On returning to the Abbey we had time for prayer or meditation, which took a great
deal of effort as the Choir were rehearsing for the Service, which took place at
3pm, followed by tea or coffee.
The coach journeys to and
from Selby were smooth
and through pleasant
countryside which was
either water-logged or
even flooded quite
extensively, however the
weather was dry but
cloudy.
Selby Abbey has a long
history dating back to
Norman times, it appears
to be up and running in

The High Altar
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1069, and became a Mitred
Abbey until its Dissolution in
1539, when it fell into disuse
and parts of it became ruined.
In 1618 during the rein of King
James 1, part of it was restored
and used as a Parish Church
at the Choir end while the Nave
was used for secular
purposes.
The Choirstalls

During the 19th century serious restoration was undertaken to restore it, but in
1906 it was extensively damaged by fire, and by 1907 it was again restored. This
was actually a second fire, as there was a fire some time in the past.
It was a well organised day and everything ran according to schedule.

The group from our parish with the Pilgrimage Cross
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Puzzle Page
A News Quiz for 2019
How well did you read the News this year? Try this quiz and find out…
1. What is a Gillet jaune?
2. The famous fashion designer Karl Lagerfield died this year leaving his £150
million fortune to Choupette. Who or what is Choupette?
3. In March an aeroplane left London City airport flight with number BA3271 to
Düsseldorf. Where did it land?
4. Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky won the Ukrainian Presidential election in
April. What was his job before the election?
5. There was a serious fire at Notre Dame in April. Who wrote a book in 1831
about the cathedral and to draw attention to the restoration it then needed?
6. What is Pteridomania? The Victorians had it.
7. Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th anniversary in May 2019. What landmark
inspired it?
8. Which former member of the cabinet was named after a battleship?
9. Which country has coins nicknamed loonie and toonie?
10. Politicians talked about red lines. What was the thin red line?
11. What would you use a French press to make?
12. In July we were told to look out for a “Painted Lady Summer”. What is that?
13. What were male members of the RAF allowed to grow this year that that they
have never previously been allowed?
14. What were seasiders were advised to stare at to stop them stealing chips and
bothering them?
15. Which person has the following titles in other languages? (All one person)
Leading Star
The Son of the Big Boss
The Sun Looks at Him in a Good Way
The Helper of the Cows (literally he whom the cows love so much they call for
him when they are in times of distress)
16. Which territory did Donald Trump say he was interested in buying for the US?
17. Where would you find a small copper and an Essex skipper?
18. What did Goldsmiths, University of London, ban the sale of to try to fight global
warming?
Answers on Page 29
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Children’s Page
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Are you looking at getting back into work but need to improve your CV?

We Can Help!
Join our friendly team of volunteers
Various roles are available, from tour guiding to serving in our Coffee Shop
All we ask is a commitment of three hours of your time per week
To find out more or have an informal chat please contact
Volunteer Manager Caz Harvey on 01205 310929 or
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk
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Advertisements
Hand Embroidery Classes

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning
(except 3rd in month),
Wednesday morning and Thursday morning
10:00-12:30 £8 per class
Monthly class on Fourth Saturday
10:00-16:00
£15 per class
Fees payable half termly in advance

For further details contact: Jo Jeffries
07508 296443
J2jembroidery@gmail.com

St Botolph’s Church Floodlights
Sponsor the church
to be lit up on your
chosen date,
between 6pm and
midnight for £30.
For more details
please contact the
office on 01205
310929
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St Botolph’s Church Tours

St Botolph’s Coffee Rota

We offer guided tours of St
Botolph’s Church, for more
information or to book a tour
please email
tours@parishofboston.co.uk

Volunteers are needed to help
serve coffee after Sunday
services. If you can help please
speak with Adam Kelk
01205 354670
St Christopher’s Hall

St Thomas’ Hall
To hire the hall please contact
Maureen Taylor
on 01205 367647

To hire the hall please contact
Jackie Barkworth
on 01205 351461

Pilgrim News
For advertising and to submit articles for the Pilgrim
News please contact:
Revd Jane Robertson
Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office
Deadline for February/March submissions:
10th January
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the
Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and
Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.

Keeping you Safe
Caring for people is a very important part of our Christian Life.
If you have any concerns you wish to raise, please contact
Tracey Scoot - Safeguarding Officer
tracey.scoot@parishofboston.co.uk
Adam Kelk - Safeguarding Coordinator
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 01205 310929
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The Team
Revd. Alyson
Buxton

Revd. Jane
Robertson

Team Rector

Associate Rector
& Boston Lecturer

Revd. Sue Rose
Assistant Curate

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose
Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner
Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin
Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith
Fabric Manager
Trevor Baily
Director of Music
John Lyon
Operations Manager
Adam Kelk
Caterer
Ann Epton
Housekeeper
Jackie Barkworth
Fundraiser
William Culley
Volunteer Manager
Caz Harvey
Resources Officer
Chris Ladner
Evangelism Coordinator
Simon Connolly
HLF Administrator
Jayne Maddy
Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor
Finance Support Officer
Rod Paul
Lay Minister
David Scoot

trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk
john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk
ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk
jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk
william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk
chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk
simon.connolly@parishofboston.co.uk
jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk
bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk

Please contact the office to get in touch with the clergy
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670 Rectory Offices 01205 310929
www.parish-of-boston.org.uk
bostonstump

@stump_boston

