
 

The Pilgrim News 

Issue 25:  FEbruary — March 2020 

Free Magazine  



1 

 This can be a very tricky time of year.  The buzz and warmth of Christmas 

has receded into the distant past and we are left with the greyness, and the 

cold, and the sheer drudge of winter that begins to feel as though it will never 

end. 

 However, it is the time of year for honing in on the small and the intimate.  

For noticing small things that sing out the promise of new life and hope.  

Outside, the trees are producing the buds that deny winter’s grip. Bulbs 

bravely push through the hard cold earth and if we listen carefully we hear that 

the birds are well into spring and new life; their bright songs lightening the 

dark and gloomy mornings. 

      Spring is round the corner! 

And maybe that thought can make our hearts lift as we go through our cold 

days. 

 I love too, the way that at this time of the year a bright day comes along to 

make us smile.  I am talking of St. Valentine’s day. The remembrance of a 

Christian martyr that has long been swamped under the power of commercial 

merchandising.  Traditionally it is lovers who exchange cards or gifts but why 

can’t we claim it as a day for all those we love? My granddaughter takes huge 

pleasure in sending cards to her family and her friends – spreading smiles and 

warmth and joy. It’s always good to let people know that we love them.   

 When I see all the bright red hearts and red roses though, I am also 

reminded of the source of love – the wonderful, generous God who loves each 

one of us unconditionally. The God who knew us before we were born and 

who holds us in his arms all our lives. The words on our cover this month           

“we love  because He first loved us” (from 1 John 4:19) remind us of this; that 

all love has its source in Him who first loved us.  I find that amazing; knowing 

that the overwhelming love I feel for my family is but a small fraction of the 

love that God has for each one of us.  

Revd  Jane Robertson writes . . . 
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 So, as we turn towards spring, let’s think about this love and let it warm us 

to the very depths of our being.  It is the most constant and true part of who 

we are, and, as St.Paul reminds us,  there is nothing in this world that can 

ever separate us from it.  (Romans 8:39) 

 Reverend Jane              

Weddings and Baptisms 

For booking weddings or baptisms, please contact us directly to make an appointment.  

You will then be given all the information needed, and your questions answered. 

You can book your appointment by any of the methods below.                                             

Email: chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk (preferred method)                    

Telephone (Mon-Fri) 01205 354670 or call into the Parish Office. 

(Please note that it is not always possible                                                          

to be seen immediately, thank you). 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE REQUIRE THREE MONTHS’ 

NOTICE FOR BAPTISM BOOKINGS AND SIX 

MONTHS’ NOTICE FOR WEDDINGS 

A Prayer Wheel for the Parish of Boston 

A Place of Hospitality 

Persevere in prayer, with minds alert, and thankful 

hearts’ (Col.4:2) 

If you would like to offer a prayer request, it will be shared with a group of 

Christians within our Parish who in their daily payers                                                  

will pray for all requests received.                

Contact: Revd Margaret: margaret.brewster@parishofboston.co.uk 
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Lent 2020 
We have decided to adopt a new approach to Lent this year!  One of the 

highlights for us during Advent was the time we spent together simply 

cleaning the church.  Gently, slowly and lovingly spending the time to give to 

God in a way that released our minds.  Done together in this way,  what could 

have been a chore became a time of grace.   

So……instead of a Lent Group this year we are encouraging people to come 

and clean the churches!  Keep your eyes open for the flyers in church or look 

at website for details. 

Something to read and reflect on during Lent can be helpful though.  Here are 

some ideas from among the titles published for Lent this year: 

The Church of England offer a small pamphlet of forty readings and 

meditations as part of their #LiveLent campaign: 

#LiveLent: Care for God’s Creation  

 

It is based on the first Genesis 

creation account.  I already have a 

copy and at only £1.99 it appears 

to be good value.  There is a 

version for children too. 

 

Some other titles that may be of interest include: 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s recommended Lent book for this year, 

‘Saying Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio.  

Mark Oakley’s book, ‘My Sour-Sweet Days: George Herbert and the 

Journey of the Soul’ which takes us through Lent using forty of 

Herbert’s poems.  

 ‘The Grace-filled Wilderness: A Journey Through Lent’  by Magdalene 

Smith, a book which is structured around  Jesus’s experience in the 

wilderness.   

              Reverend Jane  
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For Meditation and Prayer ….  

I rise today with the power of God to guide me, 

The might of God to uphold me, 

The wisdom of God to teach me, 

The eye of God to watch over me, 

The ear of God to hear me, 

The word of God to give me speech, 

The hand of God to protect me, 

The path of God to lie before me, 

The shield of God to shelter me, 

The host of God to defend me. 

Against the snares of the devil and the temptations of the world, 

Against every man who meditates injury to me, 

Whether far or near. 

The breastplate of St Patrick 

A prayer by St Patrick against the temptations of the world 
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God-Bites  CHANGE 
We have been putting together our programme of God-Bites sessions for 

2020. If you have not been before, it is an informal discussion group, where 

we invite a speaker to talk about an aspect of faith, ethics or a special interest, 

then we have a chance to ask questions and chat together about the topic. 

During the first half of the year, the sessions will continue to be at lunchtime 

on a Thursday (please bring a packed lunch). Later in the year, we are going 

to try Saturday mornings and lunchtimes so that people who cannot do 

weekdays can come along. Adam Kelk will be co-ordinating these sessions, 

so do let him know if you think of a topic you would like to hear more about.  

This is the programme for the first part of the year – all Thursdays at 12 noon 

in the Parish History Room: 

20th February – “For those who go down to the sea in ships” – the work of the 

    Mission to Seafarers – Reverend Mike Rose 

19th March – Sleeping Rough – Liz Hopkins, Centrepoint Outreach 

30th April – Some God-talk from Zambia and the Pacific Islands                          

       Reverend Dr Val Ogden, Centenary Methodist Church  

14th May – Domestic Abuse - Boston Women’s Aid  

25th June – Eating Disorders – Reverend Lis Ward 

Do come along - a wide variety of subjects, hopefully something to suit 

everyone!               

              Reverend Sue               
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Pop-up Church 
Easton Walled Gardens 
Saturday 22

nd
 February 2020, 10.20am 

£7.95 entry fee 

 
The first event of our 2020 ‘Pop-up Church’ series is a trip to 

see the snowdrops and other spring flowers at Easton 
Walled Gardens.  We are meeting in the car park at the 

Gardens, which are near Grantham. 

 
For those who wish to join in there will be a short ‘Prayer 

Walk’ to begin, but after that you will be free to look around 
at your own pace. The entry price does include an art 

exhibition.  There is also a small coffee shop for those who 
wish to have a spot of lunch. 

 
If you would like to join us you can either fill in a booking slip 

available at the back of church, or email 
jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk 

 
Payment is required by end of Tuesday 19th February 2019 

and can be taken to the office in church 
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Prayer in the Parish 
As a parish we try to be grounded in a regular practice of prayer, both as individuals and 

as a community. It is very moving and uplifting to pray together and each month there are 

opportunities for those who like to do this. 

In January we launched the new rota which we are trialling for this year. Included is a 

‘service’ that is entirely a prayer session where we will focus on praying for the parish 

itself. As we plan our future and respond to the need around us it is imperative that we 

are open to the movement of the Holy Spirit. This prayer service is a way that we, as a 

community, can open ourselves to the Spirit and try to discern our calling to be a place of 

hospitality, where all people can find a place to belong and believe.  

The service takes place at 5pm on the first Sunday of each month, alternating between 

St Thomas’s and St Botolph’s. In February we are due to meet at St Botolph and in 

March it should be St Thomas. However, it would be wise to keep an eye on the pew 

sheets and social media in case unexpected circumstances force a change. 

In addition, there is a well established, active prayer group in the parish which meets in 

people’s homes each month. Again - please check the pew sheet or ask Chris or 

members of the clergy for particular details of where and when. This prayer group comes 

under the umbrella of the Prayer and Nurture group who also organise a Parish 

Pilgrimage each June and a Parish outing in October and regular Taizé services. These 

events are open to all so keep an eye out for the publicity about them during the year. 

Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent?  The tradition dates back to Anglo-

Saxon times, when Christians spent Lent in repentance and severe fasting. So on the 

Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell would summon them to confession, 

where they would be ‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives us Shrove 

Tuesday.   At home, they would then eat up their last eggs and fat, and making a pancake 

was the easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved themselves. 

Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s pancake races are 

in remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire.  She was 

making pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her to confession.  Afraid she’d 

be late, she ran to the church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. 

Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to highlight four 

significant things about this time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life,  

salt keeps things wholesome, and milk stands for purity.  This year Pancake Day is on 

Tuesday February 25th. 

 Shrove Tuesday  
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Round, like a circle in a spiral, like a wheel within a wheel… 
 

Many years ago, at the Pleasure Beach at Blackpool, there was a certain ‘ride’ or 

amusement that was strictly for the physically fit.  It consisted of a flat wooden disc 

about 20 feet in diameter and set at an angle of 45 degrees in the floor.  When it began 

to rotate, the aim was to get to the centre where there was a pole.  As the disc rotated 

faster and faster, everyone who failed to get to the pole got flung off.  Nowadays there’s 

probably a regulation banning it as far too dangerous! 

The principle of the game was a basic law of physics.  When any wheel rotates, the 

outer rim moves fastest of all.  Half way to the centre and you are moving a lot more 

slowly.  And, at least theoretically, at the absolute centre will be a point which is totally 

still.  That’s why anyone who reached that pole could stand there quite comfortably. 

We have just started the Church’s season of Lent.  It’s generally thought of as being a 

time for giving up chocolate, wine, whatever.  But it’s really a time to remind us that in 

our own rapidly spinning world, God is the still centre. 

All around God is motion, sound, change and decay – galaxies circling, seasons and 

years rotating, life developing and decaying. And at the still centre, where there is no 

variableness, is God, the same yesterday, today and forever. 

At Christmas, we thanked God for entering the ever moving and changing life of the 

world.  But one great characteristic of Jesus was His stillness.  Busy, harassed, injured 

people found someone with neither clever chat nor idle gossip, neither vulgar boasting 

nor loud opinion.  His life always seemed to rotate round a still central point, which gave 

Him His balance and authority. 

 “Be still then and know that I am God” wrote the Psalmist.  Lent is a time for us to stop 

and remember that.  Lent is a good time to be a little more silent than usual - quicker to 

listen and slower to speak.  And the more silent spaces we give ourselves, the more 

we’ll give that still, small Voice within.   

God’s stillness is still full of energy.  That still centre of the spinning disc is also the point 

which drives the rest of the rotating circle.  Equally, when we’re in touch with that still 

centre, we’ll be able to give strength and support to those who feel they’re spinning at 

the edges. 

Being still does mean that we need to take time to pause, to take stock, to take a critical 

look at our lives. That’s what Lent is about.  On the spinning discs of our own lives, we 

need to remember that there is a still centre, calm and yet full of energy – which is 

where God is.                                                                                by Rev Dr Gary Bowness  

Lent 
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In July 2019  we, along with two of our friends, visited Berlin for a short summer 

break. These are our thoughts on this city. 

“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times”….the opening lines from Dicken’s 

classic novel could be used to cover the feeling of Berlin for you find there are two cities 

in one. 

Our first impressions of Berlin were that it is a “youthful” vibrant city full of life with its 

bars, restaurants, clubs and shopping outlets. The citizens are on the whole happy 

people with friendly smiles. You have to look out for the cyclists as they zoom around the 

pavements on the numerous cycle lanes but you soon develop a sixth sense to avoid any 

collisions. The food is excellent and plentiful with different beers to wash it down with. 

The architecture is relatively modern in style following the destruction of large parts of 

Berlin during the Second World War. There are some older buildings but these hold 

darker memories than those that the bright lights of the modern city cannot hide. 

If you walk around London or Paris you will find that all traces of the Second World War, 

apart from memorials to the fallen, have been 

removed when they were rebuilt, however not 

Berlin.  The older buildings still bear the scars of 

gun fire. The marble strip that runs around the 

finance ministry building is peppered with holes, 

and we came across one building not far from 

the Reichstag where the corners of the bricks 

were no more. When you stood there you could 

picture a solider either allied or German stood 

there shooting and being shot at. You could even 

smell the cordite in the air. 

Following the Second World War Starlin’s Soviet army split the city in two annexing the 

“western” half in communist East Germany. There are still sections of “the wall” which 

remain as a tourist attraction however when you walk around the city look down and you 

will see two parallel lines of cobble stones cutting across pavements, roads and running 

alongside the river. This is where the wall once stood. A deep wound in the city’s heart. 

This however is not the darkest memory that this beautiful city holds. On a corner plot 

opposite the American Embassy, just down the road from the Brandenburg Gate,                   

you will find row after row of different size grey nameless blocks (stalae). Children play 

hide and seek amongst the blocks. People sit on them to rest or eat their lunch. A piece 

of modern art designed by architect Peter Eisenman and engineer Buro Happold, in a 

Berlin: A Tale of Two Cities 
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rebuilt city not that strange. However in the 

far corner you descend the stairs and find 

its true purpose. This is the Memorial to the 

Murdered Jews of World War Two in what 

the National Socialist Party (Nazi) called 

the “final solution” and underneath it is the 

museum to their memory.   

When you descend there is an eerie 

silence, subdued lighting and a respectful 

dignified appreciation that you are 

surrounded by factual accounts of suffering 

and death. This is shown either visually, orally or in poems 

and letters. No one speaks.  You are lost in your thoughts of 

how the world could let this happen, yet you find that your 

sympathies are not for the dead but for those who lived 

through the Holocaust and survived. Many could not live with 

the fact that they had not died and went onto commit suicide 

even decades later. One such person was Primo Levi, an 

Italian chemist and member of the Italian resistance. He was 

arrested in 1944 and sent to Auschwitz. After the war he 

became a writer. On the museum wall are his words “It 

happened, therefore it can happen again: this is the core of 

what we have to say”. He took his own life in 1987. You leave 

this place in the most sombre of moods.  

Whilst walking around you then notice raised 

bronze cobbles in the pavement. These can be 

single or in groups. Upon them are written 

names, dates when they were taken, where 

they were taken to, and when they were killed. 

Theses cobbles are placed outside the homes 

that these lost souls once occupied. If the 

house that they lived in was destroyed then the 

cobbles are placed where it would have stood 

no matter what stands there today. 

Berlin and the Berliners are living memorials to those that died in the Holocaust or trying 

to escape the communist regime by fleeing over the wall. You have the underlying feeling 

that they have to do this, not however through shame, but by waking every day and being 

that living memorial. By teaching their children of the atrocities they are ensuring that it 

will not be forgotten or happen again.  May God forgive us all if it ever does?      

              Tracey and David Scoot 
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Boston & Sutterton Foodbanks  
Happy New Year 

The food banks wish to thank all who have 

made special donations of food and gifts over 

the Christmas period, and to thank the staff 

and volunteers for all their hard work over this 

period. We are extremely grateful for the 

continued support of the community as a whole and staggered by the number 

of spontaneous donations made this year. We received a combined total of 

1415kg of food, toys and gifts from the community over the Christmas period 

in addition to our regular collections, which in themselves were well above 

average. Combined with the Harvest Festival collections, this additional stock 

places us in a good position to meet the ongoing demand for food provision to 

those in crisis. 

We continue to notice an increase in demand for food parcels, and the run up 

to Christmas was especially busy. 1140 food vouchers were honoured during 

2019, an 18% increase over the previous year. These 1140 food parcels 

served 1616 adults and 986 children. The generosity of the public enabled us 

to offer an extra bag of food containing Christmas treats during the festive 

period and to offer the children some presents and toys. 

 As mentioned previously, we currently hold a reasonable amount of food at 

the moment. We especially have a large stock of beans, pasta and soup.  

Suggestions for donations for the short term are tinned fruit, fruit juices, 

sponge puddings and custard.  

In addition to food, we also supply some basic toiletry products, 

household materials and pet food if required.  At the moment the 

foodbank requires shampoos, deodorants, cat food and washing powder 

to help continue to offer these extras. 

             Trevor Baily 
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KEEP THE DATE…… 

Easter Monday – April 13
th

 2020 

NHLF “Thanks to You” 

We are having an  

Open Day at the Stump  
to thank you all for your support so far for this amazing project. 

Many free attractions including tours  

and Children’s crafts 

+ Re-launch of Coffee Shop 

Boston Community Choir 

Singing is good for you!  Have you ever wanted to sing for pleasure? 

Boston Community Choir always welcomes new members. We rehearse 

every Tuesday in the Stump.  This term’s rehearsal dates are: 

February 4
th

, 11
th

 and 25
th  

 
March 3

rd
, 10

th
,17

th
 and 24

th
 

Wednesday April 1
st

. 
 

The choir will be singing at the following events: 
 

Community SING – A – LONG in the Stump on 
Thursday 20

th
 February at 11.00am.  Followed by 

Boston Connected: FREE Community Lunch. 
All welcome 

Please watch Social Media or pop into church for further details. 

 

Palm Sunday Service on April 5
th

 at 10.30 in the 
Stump. 
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St Christopher’s Art & Craft Group Session   
10:00am to 12:00pm, every Monday at St Christopher’s Church  

Junior Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)  
4:30 to 5:30pm, every Friday at St Botolph’s Church  

Community Choir - (Closed during School Holidays)  
7:15 to 8:15pm, Tuesdays at St Botolph’s Church 

Pop-up Church  

2nd February - Snowdrops at Easton walled garden (see Page 6) 

God Bites - (see page 5) 

In the History Room at the Rectory Office @ 12 noon 

20th February - The Mission to Seafarers 

19th March - “Sleeping Rough” 

Community Sing-a-long, 20th February 11am at St Botolph’s                                  

followed by Boston Connected: Free Community Lunch           

What's On 

Special Services in Lent   

  

Ash Wednesday, 26th February 

 10.30am Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes                                                 

at St Botolph’s Church 

 7.00pm Choral Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes                                         

at St Botolph’s Church  

   

Mothering Sunday, 22nd March 

10.30am at St Botolph’s Church 

11.00am at St Thomas’s Church 
  

  

See Page 16 for Holy Week and Easter Services 
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Regular Service Times 
NEW WORSHIP ROTA TO TAKE EFFECT FROM JANUARY 2020 

St Botolph’s Church 

Wednesdays 

10.30  Shoppers’ Eucharist in the Cotton Chapel 

11:00  Chaplaincy 

12.00  Midday Prayer 

Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

St Thomas’ Church 

Thursdays 

11.00   Eucharist 

Sundays 

 

 

 

 

St Christopher’s Church 

Sundays 

 

 

 

Times are subject to change, particularly during major church festivals, 

please check the weekly pew sheets for up to date information. 

Time Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

08:00 BCP Eucharist     

10:30 Choral Eucharist/ 

Matins 

Sung Eucharist Choral Eucharist Sung Eucharist United Choral 

Eucharist 

17:00 Parish Prayer 

Meeting (alt) 

Evensong  Evensong  

Time Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

09:00   Eucharist   

11:00 Sung Eucharist Mission Team 

Service (MTS) 

 Service of the 

Word 

United Choral 

Eucharist 

17:00 Parish Prayer 

Meeting (alt) 

    

Time Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

09:30 Morning Worship/ 

Holy Communion 

 Mission Team 

Service (MTS) 
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Taizé  
Taizé is a village in Burgundy, in the eastern part of France.  Since 1940 it has 

been the home of an ecumenical monastic community of Brothers whose prayer 

each day is at the centre of their life.  Here Brother Roger, founder of the Taizé 

community, opened his first house during the Second World War creating a 

community that would be a place of welcome and care for refugees fleeing from 

the Nazi occupation.   

The calling of the Taizé Community is to endeavour to have communion among all 

people and from its beginning has worked not only for reconciliation among 

Christians split apart into different denominations but concern for all people. 

Today Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and backgrounds come on 

pilgrimage from Europe and other parts of the world with particular emphasis on 

young people.   

The community has become one of the world’s most important places 

of Christian pilgrimage with a focus on youth.  Over 100,000 young 

people from around the world make pilgrimages to Taizé each year for 

prayer, Bible Study, sharing, and communal work. 

In order for people of different languages and backgrounds to worship together, the 

community developed a tradition of sung refrains, silence, personal reflection and 

sharing which are vehicles for prayer. 

There are very short songs that are sung repeatedly, giving a meditative character 

that penetrates the whole being and becomes a way of listening to God.  Silence is 

also used in the worship, a time to listen to your heart, to think about your 

problems, to empty your mind or do some soul searching in silence together, or to 

just be still. 

 "The exchange with God becomes real for us in prayer: by his Holy Spirit, God 

comes to dwell within us. By his word and by the sacraments, Christ gives himself 

to us. In return, we can surrender everything to him."  Brother Alois. 

 The community continues to this day with over 100 brothers from 30 countries, 

with Catholic and various Protestant backgrounds.  Some brothers live in 

disadvantaged parts of the world to be witnesses of peace alongside those who 

are suffering. Brother Roger died in 2005 and the Community is now led by Brother 

Alois.  https://www.taize.fr/en 

                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                         

https://www.taize.fr/en
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When I lived in London I went on pilgrimage three times to Taizé with a coach load 

of pilgrims from around the diocese each time; coming home with an awareness of 

the above experiences within me.  Some of our youth went on the Youth Weeks 

and one year our church welcomed and gave hospitality to the annual worldwide 

Taizé service.   

There are lots of Taizé Groups in churches throughout the UK and we are one of 

them. 

Everyone is welcome to join us.  Future services are:   

   Thursday 30th April at St. Thomas' 

   Thursday 23rd July at All Saints Friskney 

   Thursday 29th October at St. Christopher's 

   Thursday 28th January 2021 at St. Botolph's 

             Reverend  Margaret 

Holy Week and Easter Services  
  

                                              PalmSunday 5th April 

   10.30am United Eucharist  Service at St Botolph’s 

         Holy Monday 6th April 

    7.00pm Service of Meditation/Reflection at St Thomas’ s 

                   Holy Tuesday 7th April 

7.00pm Service of Meditation/Reflection at St Thomas’s  

   Holy Wednesday 8th April 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross at St Thomas’s  

  Maundy Thursday 9th April 

11.00am Eucharist at St Thomas’s  

7.00pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist with the Washing of Feet at St Botolph’s  

Good Friday 10th April 

11.00am Walk of Witness, beginning at Centenary Methodist Church 

2.00pm Good Friday Service with Reading of the Passion at St Botolph’s  

  Holy Saturday 11th April 

2.00 - 4.00pm Sacred Space,Common Ground 

       Quiet Afternoon at St Botolph’s 

        Easter Sunday 12th April 

      10.30am Easter Sunday Celebratory Eucharist 

                                                United Service at St Botolph’s 

         Easter Bank Holiday Monday 

Open Day at the Stump - (see page 12)  
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Book Reviews 

A Prayer A Day - From Lent To Easter 

By David Adam, Kevin Mayhew, £9.99 

The six weeks of Lent are a time of preparing: a time when we 

seek to understand the fullness of Christ’s offering on the cross 

and rejoice in the resurrection. Lent is a time to improve our prayer 

life and to make sure we spend some time each day with our God. 

 

David Adam, author of many inspiring books on prayer and 

spirituality, presents here daily prayers that are a spur to help us 

enter into stillness with our God of love. The weekly themes are: 

dedication, love, guidance, the help of God, the power of God. 

After Prayer – New Sonnets and other poems 

By Malcolm Guite, Canterbury Press, £10.99 

This major new poetry collection from bestselling poet and priest 

Malcolm Guite features more than 70 new and previously 

unpublished works. At the heart of this collection is a sequence of 

27 sonnets written in response to George Herbert's exquisite 

sonnet 'Prayer', each one describing prayer in an arresting 

metaphor such as 'the church's banquet', 'reversed thunder', 'the 

Milky Way', 'the bird of paradise' and 'something understood'.  

After Prayer also offers 45 more widely ranging new poems, 

including a sonnet sequence on the seven heavens. 

Domestic Monastery  

By Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, DLT, £6.99 

In this beautiful little book Ronald Rolheiser turns on its head the idea 

that religious life is the preserve of monks and nuns. Our cloisters are 

the walls of our home and our work, the streets we walk, and the 

people with whom we share our lives. The domestic is the monastic.  

Chapters include: Monasticism and Family Life; The Domestic 

Monastery; Real Friendship; Lessons from the Monastic Cell; Ritual 

for Sustaining Prayer; Tensions within Spirituality; A Spirituality of 

Parenting; Spirituality and the Seasons of Our Lives; The Sacredness of Time; 

Life's Key Question. 
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The Rev Michael Burgess begins a series on animals and birds as seen in art and scripture 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:  William Blake’s engravings of Job 

The canticle we call the Benedicite began its life as the Song of the Three Holy Children. 

In the midst of their terrifying ordeal in the burning 

fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

praise God. They call on the sky above, the 

seasons, and all that grows and moves on the earth 

to join them. Their song invites the whales in the 

sea, the birds of the air and all creatures to echo 

their praise. Finally, they ask all people who are holy 

and humble in heart to bless God the creator of all 

that is. 

During this year we are exploring the glory and 

wonder of creation, especially animals and birds. 

The song of the Benedicite praising that creation is 

born of pain and testing. That ordeal is the theme of 

another book in the Old Testament - Job. We are 

told that he was an upright, blameless man, but he 

suffered. That pain tested his faith and he 

demanded an explanation from God.  

The book of Job inspired the visionary work of the poet and painter, William Blake. In 

1823 he began creating a series of 22 engravings illustrating Job which were based on 

earlier water-colours. Plate 13 depicts God answering Job out of the whirlwind. We can 

read of this in chapters 39-41. God asks Job if he was present at creation. Indeed, can 

he even begin to understand the marvels of this world - the mountain goat giving birth, a 

horse running through a meadow, or the eagle soaring in the sky. They praise God like 

the creatures in the Benedicite by their very being. And finally, God points to Behemoth 

and Leviathan - the hippopotamus and the crocodile - who are symbols of power and 

brute strength. They are shown above and fill the orb of the world, just as they dominate 

creation.  

God answers Job with this catalogue of wonders to assure him that He is the Creator, but 

He does respond to the cry of humanity. Job may not understand the stars above nor the 

earth beneath his feet, but through meeting God, his life has gained meaning and value. 

His fortunes are restored, and he ends his days as one of the holy and humble of heart 

who praise God in the Benedicite. The Three Children of the fiery furnace and Job - they 

assure us that this world is full of wonders and glory that show the handiwork of God. 

When we realise that, we will join them in singing hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 

God in the Arts 
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World Day of Prayer 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)  

                  “Rise, take your mat and walk” John 5:2-9a 

Women, men and children of all ages are called to 'Rise, take your mat and 

walk' to join this day of prayer.* Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this 

year's service and they encourage us all to reflect on the difficulties and 

unrest that have plagued their country over many years. They share the challenges they 

have met and the hopes they have for the future. They encourage us to 'Rise, take your 

mat and walk' with them as they continue their often turbulent journey towards full 

reconciliation.  

The WDP 2020 program is based on Jesus’ encounter with a person who, although 

positioned for healing, had not acted upon the opportunities given (John 5:2-9a). Jesus 

asked –“Do you want to be made well?” You are faced with this life-changing question. 

What are you going to do? Use this opportunity to reflect with your WDP group, 

community and ecumenical partners. Prayer and action are what links us together around 

the globe. 

The country of Zimbabwe continues its search for peace 

during its political transition. The change in government, that 

occurred when the WDP materials were written, continues to 

bring Zimbabwe to the frontlines of the media. The economy 

crashed the dreams of many, Mugabe died at 95 years old, 

protests are met with violence, and a massive cyclone has 

flooded some communities. However in all moments, WDP 

women, churches and ecumenical organizations have not lost hope. 

“Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk,” said Jesus. Our sisters from Zimbabwe are taking Jesus’ 

encounter to be a call to act in love for peace and reconciliation. “The action verbs 

suggest that we should not be afraid to act on the word of God. God is offering us the 

steps for personal and social transformation.” This is the time for change! 

May we hear the words of this compassionate God and the Prince of Peace to act upon 

the healing of ourselves and our communities to bring peace and reconciliation into the 

world.  

                         WORLD DAY OF PRAYER IN BOSTON 

                                      Friday 6th March, 2pm 

                            St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church,                                                                                                     

                              Horncastle Road Boston 
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A Poem for the Season 
Lent 

 Is this a Fast, to keep 

The larder lean? 

And clean 

From fat of veals and sheep? 

 Is it to quit the dish 

Of flesh, yet still 

To fill 

The platter high with fish? 

 Is it to fast an hour, 

Or ragg’d go, 

Or show 

A down-cast look and 
sour? 

 No: ‘tis a Fast to dole 

Thy sheaf of wheat 

And meat 

Unto the hungry soul. 

 It is to fast from strife 

And old debate, 

And hate; 

To circumcise thy life. 

 To show a heart grief-rent; 

To starve thy sin, 

Not bin; 

And that’s to keep thy Lent. 

 

By Robert Herrick                                                          
(17

th
 century poet and cleric) 
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Puzzle Page 
March brings us Lent and Mothering Sunday.                                                      

Lent is a time of spiritual                            

self-assessment as we prepare for 

Easter.   It is a time to turn to God, 

and grow closer to him.   Mothering 

Sunday reminds us of not only the 

mothers that have loved and raised 

us, but of Mother Church, who has 

spiritually loved and nurtured us throughout our Christian pilgrimage.  How many 

words can you find on these themes in this month’s Word Search? 

lent 

spiritual 

easter 

preparation 

fasting 

prayer 

desert 

selfdenial 

repentance 

seeking 

finding 

growing 

mothers 

love 

care 

nurture 

learning 

teaching 

disciples 

worldwide 

flowers 

thankyou 

nursing 

family 

Answers on page 26 
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Children’s Page 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Are you looking at getting back into work but need to improve your CV? 

We Can Help! 
Join our friendly team of volunteers 

Various roles are available, from tour guiding to serving in our Coffee Shop 
All we ask is a commitment of three hours of your time per week 

To find out more or have an informal chat please contact  
Volunteer Manager Caz Harvey on 01205 310929 or 

caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk 
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Advertisements 

St Botolph’s Church Floodlights 
 

Sponsor the church 
to be lit up on your 
chosen date, 
between 6pm and 
midnight  for £30.  
For more details 
please contact the 
office on 01205 
310929 

  

  

  

  

  

Hand Embroidery Classes                  

 

Weekly classes on Tuesday morning                              

(except 3rd in month),                                         

Wednesday morning and Thursday morning                     

10:00-12:30  £8 per class 

Monthly class on Fourth Saturday                                        

10:00-16:00                                                                     

£15 per class 

Fees payable half termly in advance 

For further details contact:  Jo Jeffries 

07508 296443 

J2jembroidery@gmail.com 
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St Botolph’s Coffee Rota 

Volunteers are needed to help 

serve coffee after Sunday 

services. If you can help please 

speak with Adam Kelk 

01205 354670 

St Botolph’s Church Tours 

We offer guided tours of St 

Botolph’s Church, for more 

information or to book a tour 

please email 

tours@parishofboston.co.uk 

St Thomas’ Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Maureen Taylor 

on 01205 367647  

St Christopher’s Hall  

To hire the hall please contact 

Jackie Barkworth  

on 01205 351461  

 Pilgrim News 

For advertising and to submit articles for the Pilgrim 

News please contact: 

Revd Jane Robertson 

Email: jane.robertson@parishofboston.co.uk           

or contact the Parish Office 

Deadline for  April/May submissions: 

10th March 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the Clergy of the 

Parish of Boston. While every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor and 

Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary. 

Keeping you Safe 

Caring for people is a very important part of our Christian Life. 

If you have any concerns you wish to raise, please contact  

Tracey Scoot - Safeguarding Officer  

tracey.scoot@parishofboston.co.uk 

Adam Kelk - Safeguarding Coordinator  

adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 01205 310929 



The Team 
    

Revd. Alyson 

Buxton 
Team Rector 

Revd. Sue Rose 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Jane  

Robertson 
Associate Rector  

& Boston Lecturer 

Associate Priests Revd Margaret Brewster and Revd Mike Rose 

Lay Reader and Chaplain to St Thomas’ Chris Ladner 

Churchwardens Trevor Baily, Sue Kirk MBE, Tracey Scoot, Bob Tamberlin 

Lay Chair Graham Stewart-Smith 

Fabric Manager    Trevor Baily   trevor.baily@parishofboston.co.uk 

Director of Music   John Lyon   john.lyon@parishofboston.co.uk 

Operations Manager  Adam Kelk   adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk 

Caterer      Ann Epton   ann.epton@parishofboston.co.uk 

Housekeeper    Jackie Barkworth jackie.barkworth@parishofboston.co.uk 

Fundraiser     William Culley   william.culley@parishofboston.co.uk 

Volunteer Manager   Caz Harvey   caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk 

Resources Officer   Chris Ladner  chris.ladner@parishofboston.co.uk 

HLF Administrator   Jayne Maddy  jayne.maddy@parishofboston.co.uk 
Deputy Foodbank Manager Bob Taylor   bob.taylor@parishofboston.co.uk 

Finance Support Officer  Rod Paul    

Lay Minister    David Scoot 

 

    

Please contact the office to get in touch with the clergy  
or come to St Botolph’s Church between 11:00 and 12:00 on a Wednesday 

 

St Botolph’s Church 01205 354670    Rectory Offices 01205 310929 
 www.parish-of-boston.org.uk  

 

     bostonstump   @stump_boston 


