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29 March 2020 
THE FIFTH  
SUNDAY OF LENT 

The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

Dearest Friends, 

I don’t need to highlight the 
place we all find ourselves in. 
This is the first time that all our 
churches have been shut since 
1208 and we are all feeling it in 
different ways and for different 
reasons. However, one thing is 
for sure and unique to all of us, 
we are all in this together and we 
can trust God for ourselves and 
each other: he has seen 
everything, he is true and he can 
be trusted. 

We will endeavour to get the 
Pilgrim News to you every week. 
We don’t want to offer 
something inappropriate to you 
or your situation, so please let us 
know if there are any ways you 
think we can improve it. 

This Newsletter comes with our 
steadfast love, concern and 
prayer. 

Aly 

 

 

 

HOMILY 
Revd Alyson Buxton, Team Rector 

I wonder if you can remember a 
moment in life when for you the 
'penny dropped’.	 

This phrase was first used in The 
Daily Mail in the 1930s 
originating from having to 
'spend a penny' in the slot 
machine to get into the public 
toilets.	 

The scriptures this morning 
describe how for Martha, finally, 
the 'penny dropped'. Lazarus, 
brother to Martha and Mary, lies 
sick in Bethany and the sisters 
send word of his illness to Jesus. 
By the time Jesus arrives, 
Lazarus has died and has been 
in his tomb for 4 days. It must 
have been a devastating time for 
Martha. Yet, out of that sombre 
quietness, we come to one of the 
most marvellous minutes in the 
Bible, during which the budding 
belief of Martha transforms into a 
fantastic proclamation of faith.	 

Hearing that Jesus is 
approaching, Martha leaves her 
sister and runs to meet him. 
Scripture tells us that she said to 
him 'Lord if you had been here 
my brother would not have died' 
- but how did she say it. Was she 
cross, upset, critical, sulking, 
understanding or serene? Yet 
here in the question was 
Martha's bud of faith, it was as 
yet unopened, and Jesus knows 
this and draws it out and states 
'Your brother will rise again'. 
Martha frustrated responds in an 
almost 'I know that!' I know that 
he will rise again at the 
resurrection of the last day.	 

Jesus then responded with the 
words that changed our 
understandings of death. Words, 
within the midst of death and 
great suffering, took the concept 
of eternal life from the Bible and 
placed a reality within a person. 
Words so glorious, profound and 

life changing. 'I am the 
resurrection and the life, those 
who believe in me will live, even 
though they die.' Then a question 
to Martha - 'Do you believe this?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Within her moment of grief and 
pain the 'penny dropped'. 
Martha's spirit soared and her 
response is immediate and 
penetrates the very heart of the 
matter 'Yes Lord, I believe that 
you are the Christ'. 

In this moment of uncertainty, 
worry and sorrow, this powerful 
passage could help us all to re-
focus on the cosmic reality of 
faith. Not in an escapist way, for 
what we are facing together as a 
world, country and town is 
unprecedented, severe and 
worrying. Yet if we can use this 
time to re-focus on a reality 
beyond what we see, it can 
change the way we approach the 
day and indeed be a 
transforming hope. I hope the 
penny will drop again in my heart 
and yours. Keep safe, keep 
loving, keep believing. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

COLLECT 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we 
may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

GOSPEL 
John 11.1-45 

Excerpt, John 11.24 – 27 
Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.’	Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.	Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live,	and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’	She 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah,	the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

LET US PRAY 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation;	 
in their anxiety, be their hope;	 
in their darkness, be their light;	 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you.	 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the 
fearful, to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our 
love, and your love. for your name’s sake. 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns 
with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.	 
 

FIRST READING:  
Ezekiel 37.1-14 

 

SECOND READING:  
Romans 8.6-11 
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