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The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

HOMILY 
Revd Alyson Buxton, Team Rector 

I wonder if you remember the 
lyrics of Peggy Lee's 1969 hit 'Is 
this all there is'? It is about a 
person who is completely 
disillusioned with life and thinks 
she is the only one who has 
suffered. She tells us that if we 
think 'this is all there is' we need 
to break out the booze and have 
a ball'. 

As we have travelled through 
Holy Week, the questions have 
come about whether life is 
simply what we see and as in the 
words of Private Frazer in Dad's 
Army, 'we are doomed' or 
whether we are heading towards 
the reality that life is more than 
we see and experience. This 
question has also been ever-
present with the news reports 
about the personal and 
economic suffering COVID-19 is 
bringing: the issues around 
Brexit are now relegated to the 
distant past.  

Within all of this suffering do we 
just think 'this is all there is?" 
Today as a world-wide family we 
are living with a perplexing 
sorrow: how can our seemingly 
progressive and the progressing 
world be so devastatingly 
impacted by this virus? Tales of 
this devastation are being 
streamed, via every media outlet, 
into all of our hearts and minds 
every second. If we choose, we 
can look at the world through 
this prism of darkness. 

Yet this is the day of 
Resurrection. This reality means 
two things. Firstly, Jesus is now 
the first fruit of eternal living, and 

eternal death has been banished 
forever.	 It is like Jesus was the 
first snowdrop to burst from the 
ground, the first apple to come 
out on the tree, and ultimately he 
shows the way home. As Rowan 
Williams would say 'He is alive 
and ahead of us'. Secondly, it 
opens the eyes of our hearts 
today. The eyes of our heads 
show facts. The sky is blue, this 
number of people are ill. The 
eyes of our souls speak of 
Resurrection truth. The courage 
of all our frontline workers, the 
care of our communities, the 
blessing of deepening 
relationships. Rainbows on 
doors, food shared, theatre 
scrubs being made, volunteers 
in the Nightingale Hospitals. 
These are the resurrected 
diamonds in our debris. 

Let His perfect love cast out our 
fear. This is not all there is - 
Alleluia Jesus has risen. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY 
Revd Jane Robertson, 
Associate Rector 

Like many of you, over the years 
I have been privileged to 
celebrate the joy of the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday 
with members of my church 
family.  Sometimes this has been 
in glorious churches like the 
Stump, at other times it has been 
in a little church on a windswept 
island.  Sometimes I have come 
to Easter morning with joy in my 
heart, at other times I have come 
with the pain of grief or the 
darkness of personal 

circumstances.   No matter how 
or where though, I have felt joy 
by being with others as we 
celebrated together.  This year 
the circumstances for all of us are 
different and challenging, but I 
feel very strongly that we are still 
church, bound together in spirit, 
by grace. 

The story of Mary’s encounter 
with Jesus in the garden though, 
speaks strongly to me during 
these strange times. It reminds 
me that although our faith is 
about community, it is also about 
the most intimate relationship 
any of us have: our own 
relationship with Jesus. For every 
one of us there comes the 
moment in the garden when he 
calls our name and we know him, 
and I feel this is a moment gifted 
to us this Easter.  For all of us, like 
Mary, stand in our own space 
today as we are forced to remain 
in the privacy of our homes; they 
become the intimate space 
where we encounter Jesus this 
Easter morning.  

So, rather than feeling sad at the 
loss of our wonderful Easter 
morning shared experience, let 
us instead cherish this time of 
grace.  Whilst we are open to a 
different experience of being 
family, let us be glad of our time 
in the garden, where alone in our 
own quiet space we are face to 
face with the risen Lord.  Here it 
may be that we are blessed with 
the intimate encounter as his 
eyes of love gaze into ours, we 
hear him call our name, and our 
hearts leap in joy as we greet 
him. Amen. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty 
resurrection of your Son overcame the old order of sin 
and death to make all things new in him: grant that 
we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and 
the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 10.34–43 

 

 

SECOND READING:  
Colossians 3.1–4 
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LET US PRAY 

At the Lighting of a candle 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the 
end, Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and 
all ages; to him be glory and power, through every 
age and for ever. Amen. 

When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, too deep, for death to hold. 
The sparks cast by your love dance and spread and 
burst forth with resurrection light. 
Gracious God, We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; and that we will be bearers 
of that light into the lives of others. 
Amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 20.1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb.	So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.’	Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went towards the tomb.	The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.	He bent down to look in 
and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in.	Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there,	and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.	Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed;	for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead.	Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping 
outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look	into the tomb;	and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet.	They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.’	When she had said this, she turned 
round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus.	Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are 
you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.’	Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew,	‘Rabbouni!’ (which 
means Teacher).	Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.”	’	Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; 
and she told them that he had said these things to 
her. 
 

PEREGRINE EGGS 

Whilst we have been closed 
we have had the amazing 
news that our pair of 
Peregrines have 4 eggs! We 
will keep you up to date 
with progress as time goes 
by. The usual incubation 
period is 30 days… watch 
this space! 



 

On behalf of the Ministry Team 
& Staff we wish you a very 

blessed and safe Easter. 

Revd Alyson Buxton 
Revd Jane Robertson 

Chris Ladner 
Adam Kelk 
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