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A LONG WALK IN THE SAME 
DIRECTION 
Revd Alyson Buxton, Team Rector 

The recent TV programme 'The 
Road to Istanbul' has been exciting 
to watch. Great care was taken to 
pick a mix of personalities, genders, 
sexualities with faith, or no faith, to 
throw together, give them different 
religious sites to see, people to 
meet and then for them to quite 
simply walk and talk.	 

Some can be competitive and pull 
ahead, some lag behind through 
attitude or capability, some are 
grumpy, happy, sad. Some are 
travelling heavily laden, some are 
travelling light.	 

Walking side by side together, in 
the same direction with generally 
no eye contact is unique and 
special; very different to chatting 
around the kitchen table, in the pub 
or around the coffee table after 
church where the gaze of another 
can bring embarrassment or 
perceived judgement. Intimate, 
painful or transforming things can 
be shared, and tough decisions and 
resolutions can be made.	 

The long-distance walk is also 
different from a days 'round-robin' 
walk. This struck me when I walked 
St Cuthbert's Way: no rush to get to 
the destination. Inhabiting a gentle 
rhythm and pace. Checking the 
map and anticipating and looking 

back and remembering. It was a 
long and steady walk in the same 
direction. 	Melrose too Lindisfarne.	 

The scriptures this week are about 
another journey. Two men 
travelling to Emmaus, a village 
whose exact location is unknown. It 
is thought to be about 20 miles from 
Jerusalem, and the men are 
heading home after a traumatic 
weekend. They find themselves 
discussing what has taken place. 
The word used to describe the 
discussion indicates it was a robust 
and intense debate. Then the very 
person they are talking about 
(Jesus) joins them. He asks them 
about their conversation, and the 
question brings them to a halt and 
later, Jesus shares a meal with them 
in their homes. The walking and 
talking of the day led to new 
perceptions and realisations. As the 
truth of Jesus' resurrection moved 
them from despair to delight.		

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just as physical journeys and 
pilgrimages help us to think, 
prioritise, learn new things about 
each other, the world and God. This 
is equally true of our life long 
Emmaus Road journey of faith. Let 
us continue together on this long 
walk in the direction, listening, 

learning and experiencing the love 
God and his Truth. I rejoice that this 
is both a personal and yet a shared 
journey with you all. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY 
Revd Jane Robertson,  
Associate Rector 

The joy of these weeks after Easter 
is listening to the various accounts 
of the resurrection appearances. 
We glimpse intimate moments,  we 
witness Jesus’s followers struggling 
to understand what was happening, 
we are privy to doubts and the 
emotions accompanying them. 

The story of the encounter on the 
Emmaus road is one of the most 
powerful.  Luke is a wonderful 
storyteller, and this account is rich 
in detail and imagery.  I love the 
image of the two travellers on the 
road, joined by a stranger who 
changes their lives.  

The travellers are so wrapped up in 
what has occurred in Jerusalem 
that they only know Jesus when he 
performs a familiar action.  As for 
Mary, as for Thomas, there is that 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened 
the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his 
risen life and serve you continually in righteousness 
and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 2.14a,36-41 

 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
1 Peter 1.17-23 

 
 

 

moment of recognition, specific to 
their personal situation. In these 
times of separation it is perhaps 
poignant for us that these travellers’ 
moment comes with the breaking of 
bread.   

The story speaks deeply to me 
though. In my own life there have 
been times when I have walked 
through despair or perplexity, 
unable through the clamour within 
me to recognize the risen Christ by 
my side. It is only later, looking back 
I have seen him in the situation.  
Often my understanding has been 
helped by sharing with others, 

listening to wisdom bourn of their 
experiences.   

In this story I love how the pair 
immediately go out again, hurrying 
off to share their momentous 
experience with their friends, only 
to find on arrival they too have a tale 
to tell. So many voices all 
clamouring to share their news!    

At the moment, although we are the 
body of Christ, we are all physically 
apart.  After, when we are allowed to 
be together again,  we must speak 
of this time to each other, sharing 
what we have felt and experienced, 
helping each other to discover what 

we  have learned of God and his 
activity in our hearts and lives.  Just as 
we endure parting at the moment, 
then our voices will clamour together, 
we will speak our stories and  our 
experiences and together recognise 
the risen Christ in our lives and in our 
church. Amen. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  
Luke 24.13-35 

 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in 
this time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and 
support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are 
brought low; that we may rejoice in your 
comfort	 knowing that nothing can separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.		
Amen.	
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PEREGRINE UPDATE 
 
Our Peregrines currently have 4 eggs! 
So far there has been no sign of our 
chicks, however both mum and dad 
have been laying on them… we don’t 
think it will be long until we see our 
new arrivals! Watch this space… 

HERITAGE UPDATE 
 
Our Capital Works have recommenced on St Botolph’s tower, with all 
social distancing and H&S requirements being adhered to. Our 
resident Stone Mason, Ben, has relocated to Boston during this time 
to oversee the works being completed and ensure the sites security. 
The Belfry works have been completed, with the lead works being 
undertaken next week along with the remaining stone repairs. Our 
Scaffolding company, SLS, continue to inspect on a monthly basis. If 
you can see the scaffolding from your house, you may start to see it 
coming down in the next few weeks!  


