
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PILGRIM PROGRESS 
 

3 May 2020 
Easter 4 

The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

 

 

 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU 
ARE? 
Revd Alyson Buxton,  
Team Rector 

The success of the BBC TV 
series 'Who do you think you 
are?' shows how fascinated we 
all are about our roots. There is a 
fundamental drive in us all to 
understand our personal 
heritage. We can even buy 
heritage DNA kits to pinpoint our 
ethnicity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Where would this programme 
start if it was looking into the 
origins of the Church? A Church 
with 37 million churches, 34 
different denominations with 2.2 
billion believers! I think as a core 
text, they would doubtlessly 
begin with the book of Acts. The 
book begins in AD 30 with the 
Ascension and finishes between 
AD 62-67 with Paul being 
imprisoned. A 32-year 
description of the foundation 
stones, values, principles and 

story about the origins of the 
'Church'.	 

In last week's reading, Acts 
chronicles Peter preaching in a 
way that convinces 3000 people 
to be baptised. This week 
scripture depicts how these 
people became a community 
and grew in the faith. While also 
remembering it was not until 
Antioch in AD 42 that followers 
of the 'faith' became known as 
'Christians'.	 

The scriptures this week are all 
about drawing people together, 
creating community and 
encouraging hospitality. A 
community that share their lives 
and resources with each other: 
Eating, drinking, worshipping 
and learning. All highlighting the 
roots of the Church becoming a 
community of people who 
followed Jesus Christ.	 

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last 2000 years, 
although core values remain the 

same, the manifestation of this 
community has changed. Ever 
highlighted by our present 
global situation. The new normal 
is not to gather together but to 
keep 2 metres apart! Yet, as a 
parish, and community of 
people, we seem to be 
flourishing in our relationships 
with one another. To watch the 
rise of Zoom congregations, 
social media, telephone calls, 
handwritten notes, food and 
meals on doorsteps, staff 
prepared to change their roles, 
all reaching out whenever and 
however has been a true 
blessing. It is tough, it is different; 
nonetheless we continue to 
journey and grow together. 

The body of Christ is incomplete 
without each and every one of 
us, and we are incomplete 
without the body. Ordinary yet 
extraordinary, unified not 
uniform, incomplete but 
complete, a communal paradox 
of love. Who do we think we are? 
This is who we think we are and 
long may we continue and grow 
together. Amen.  
 

BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 
 
Prior to ‘lockdown’, every week people would light candles in the ‘’Stump’’ and leave prayers that would 
be prayed by the ministry team.  Unfortunately, due to the closure of churches this is not possible at the 
moment.  However, we invite you to send your prayer requests to us.  We will pray them, both in our 
private prayer times and once a week in our Prayer Service at midday every Thursday.  When you send 
in your prayer requests you will be invited to join us for this short time of prayer via ‘Zoom’. Please send 
your prayer requests to admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 
resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in 
him, from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness, that we may seek those things 
which are above, where he reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 2.42-47 

 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
1 Peter 2.19-25 

 
 

 
BOSTON CONNECTED: 
COMMUNITY LIGHT 

For centuries the church of  
St. Botolph, the ‘Stump’,  has 
stood at the heart of the 
community of Boston, both the 
town itself and the surrounding 
area. Through golden days and 
tragedy it has been an icon of 
community, of this place and of 
the Christian faith.   

During these unprecedented 
times, like others throughout the 

world, we are enduring 
challenges, hardship and 
tragedy,  both as individuals and 
as a community.  Here in the 
Parish of Boston we want to 
mark what we are all going 
through and so beginning on 
May 7th, the ‘Stump’ will be lit 
every Thursday evening  as a 
symbol of respect, solidarity and 
hope.  It will shine as a beacon to 
honour those whose endure.  It 
will shine as a light of hope in the 
darkness of these times. 

 

GOSPEL:  
John 10.1-10 

 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

O God, your Son remained with his disciples after 
his resurrection, teaching them to love all people 
as neighbours. 
As his disciples in this age, we offer our prayers on 
behalf of the universe in which we are privileged 
to live and our neighbours with whom we share it. 
Open our hearts to your power moving around us 
and between us and within us, until your glory is 
revealed in our love of both friend and enemy, in 
communities transformed by justice and 
compassion, and in the healing of all that is 
broken. Amen. 

 

Tel. (01205) 310929 | Address. Rectory Offices, Wormgate, Boston. PE21 6NP | Email. admin@parishofboston.co.uk 

 /bostonstump1 |  /stump_boston | W. www.parish-of-boston.org.uk 
 

BOSTON CONNECTED: FLOWERS OF HOPE 
 
Here in the Parish of Boston we know that many of you are keen knitters.  Over the years we have been 
privileged to benefit from your passion - most recently with thousands of wonderful poppies which we 
displayed in the ‘Stump’ as our community commemorated the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1.  
 
Now, as a world, a nation and a community we are facing another challenge, a silent enemy that is 
destroying lives, businesses and hopes.  Yet there will be an end to it, and when that happens we plan to 
reopen our church and commemorate all we have been through and celebrate the future that lies ahead.  
As part of this we are asking you all to pick up your needles!   
 
Once again with the help of our local branch of  the Lincolnshire Spinners and Weavers, we are embarking 
on another knitting project.  Can you raid your scrap boxes and use those oddments to knit an array of 
colourful flowers.  When the church is open again they will be displayed on panels representing the four 
seasons of the year, to make a colourful and inspiring image of hope. 
 
It doesn’t matter what pattern you use, or what colours.  The only guidance is size and we ask that the 
flower heads are no larger than 5 inches or 12.5cms please.  
 
Make as many as you can and keep them until we are able to re-open.  As soon as this happens we will let 
you know where to bring them. 
 
We look forward to seeing the results.  Happy knitting!! 
 


