
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

PILGRIM PROGRESS 
 

10 May 2020 
Easter 5 

The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

Dear Friends, 

We thought it would be good for 
us to get together for a parish 
meeting.	 

As you know, as a leadership 
team, we have tried not to plan 
too far in advance. This is so we 
can make the appropriate 
decisions with consequent 
actions that are right for the 
moment. I am sure there are 
many questions bubbling up for 
you and we would like to have 
an opportunity to share our own 
concerns as well as to try, the 
best we can, to answer any 
questions you may have. We 
would like to do this separate to 
our regular worship. Therefore, 
we have called a meeting for 
Saturday 16th of May @ 10am - 
12noon on Zoom. Adam will 
send out an invite to everyone 
on the electoral roll as well as 
encourage those with a 
telephone connection to join us 
on audio.	 

It would be wonderful to see as 
many of you there as possible. 
Our desire is for us all to be 
involved in this journey of 
discovery together.	 

With love 

Aly 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY 
Revd Jane Robertson,  
Associate Rector 

The last few days have been 
significant for many of us as May 
8th marked the 75th anniversary 
of V.E.Day.  I have been deeply 
moved on my walks to see 

homes and gardens decorated 
with bunting and flags.  In these 
times of isolation and fracture we 
are being drawn together by 
remembrance of a time that was 
significant for millions of people; 
not just in this nation but 
throughout Europe and 
eventually beyond. 

Captured in this one 
commemoration are so many 
things: we remember all those  
who were robbed of life, we 
remember those who fought the 
military campaigns; those men  
and women who went to war 
motivated by many reasons, but 
in their actions standing up to 
the darkness that was spreading 
throughout Europe and the 
world.  We remember, and are 
haunted by, harrowing tales of 
those who were victims of an 
incredible collective evil.  Stories 
of oppression and slaughter on 
an industrial scale, that 
challenge us still to think about 
how we can behave as 
communities.  We remember too, 
the fortitude and dogged 
perseverance of those whose 
war was lived out at home.  As 
the poet T.S.Eliot put it ‘those for 
whom the paths of glory are the 
lanes and streets of Britain’. 

I personally love the stories we 
hear from this time.  I am 
particularly fascinated by life on 
the home front. I remember tales 
my own parents and 
grandparents told of their war.  I 
love books about the period, my 
favourite is ‘Nella Last’s Diaries: 
Housewife 49’, and this week I 
have enjoyed the re-enactment 
programme. ‘The 1940’s House’.  

Stories… stories.  All our lives are 
made up of stories and all our 
stories intertwine and connect 

and move on.  Like people in a 
dance we link arms for a few 
steps before we are carried on 
by the music to link with others. 

And in all our lives there will be 
the stories that we are proud of 
and those we regret, that we are 
ashamed of.  When we look back 
at events like the war we often 
think of the edifying heroic acts, 
of good people who inspire us at 
our times of challenge.  Yet lives 
then were a mixture as they are 
now. There were people who 
could look back and know they 
did good, but also many who 
made mistakes, who let 
themselves and others down. 
There were acts of compassion 
and bravery and self-giving, but 
there were acts too of 
indifference and selfishness.  
The stories of real lives, of 
people like you and I, are human 
stories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at Saul in our Acts reading 
today. This great man, who as 
Paul would become one of the 
most significant people in 
Christian history, first appears to 
us in this story.  Standing by, 
looking after the coats of those 
who killed Stephen. An act we 
are told, of which he approved. 
As he looked back at his life it is 
possible that this was not his 
finest moment! Perhaps in later 
years he was very ashamed of 
his action. 

We all have such moments in 
our lives, we are human.  We fail. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant 
that, as by your grace going before us you put 
into our minds good desires, so by your 
continual help we may bring them to good 
effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 7.55-60 

 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
1 Peter 2.2-10 

 
 

 

GOSPEL:  
John 14.1-14 

 
 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Almighty God, you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking: Set your servants free 
from all anxious thoughts about the future, 
give us contentment with your good gifts, 
and confirm our faith that as we seek your kingdom, 
you will not let us lack any good thing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BOSTON CONNECTED: FLOWERS OF HOPE 

Once again with the help of our local branch of the 
Lincolnshire Spinners and Weavers, we are 
embarking on another knitting project.  You can 
raid your scrap boxes and use those oddments to 
knit an array of colourful flowers.  When the church 
is open again, they will be displayed on panels 
representing the four seasons of the year, to make a 
colourful and inspiring image of hope. 

It doesn’t matter what pattern you use, or what 
colours.  The only guidance is size, and we ask that 
the flower heads are no larger than 5 inches or 
12.5cms please.  

Make as many as you can and keep them until we 
are able to re-open.  As soon as this happens, we 
will let you know where to bring them. We look 
forward to seeing the results.  Happy knitting!! 

 

We let ourselves down.  We let 
others down. We let God down. 

We remember the events of 
seventy-five years ago in the 
midst of what will, perhaps, be 
our generation’s defining 
moment.  In this time of 
lockdown, of fear, anxiety, 
suffering and death we will deal 
with it well, and we will deal with 
it badly! What is important is not 
to deny our less favourable 
actions, nor hide them away, but 

that we have the courage to 
confront them, to own them, 
accept even that they play a part 
in helping us to be the people 
God has called us to be.  The 
power of the Holy Spirit 
transformed Saul.  It reached into 
the darkest depths of who he 
was and brought him into the 
light.  We can stand before God 
today, confident that his light 
has the power to transform us 
too.  Every part of us; all that is 

good and full of promise and 
hope and all that we regret and 
are ashamed of, that we wish 
never happened. It is called 
healing; it is called salvation!  We 
can trust in his love, offer all that 
we are and together walk into a 
new future, post lockdown, 
however that may look.  Like the 
people of seventy-five years ago; 
in the power of God’s 
transforming love we are ready 
to build again. Amen. 

 

 

PEREGRINE UPDATE 

We are delighted to  
announce that we have a  
Peregrine chick!  
The chick hatched on  
Thursday, so we haven’t  
seen much of it yet,  
standby for some cute pictures coming your way 
shortly… 

BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 

On a Thursday at midday you are invited to join us 
for our informal service of prayer via Zoom. If you 
have a prayer request, please do email 
adam.kelk@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 
310929 


