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HOMILY 
Revd Jane Robertson, 
Associate Rector 

At the moment it seems all of 
life is about waiting, and that 
sense of waiting continues this 
week in our journey through 
the Easter season. On Thursday 
we celebrated Ascension Day, 
and now we pause for a few 
days as we look towards 
Pentecost, the day when we 
celebrate the rich, life-giving 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. A 
gift that turns frightened and 
flawed ordinary people like you 
and I into the church.  But, 
that’s next Sunday, for now we 
must wait.    

So where then, do our 
scriptures lead us in this deep 
pause?  What, as we await that 
most glorious day, are we being 
asked to think about? 

Well, we have that wonderful 
reading from Acts which 
speaks of Jesus’s followers 
gathered together, devoting 
themselves to prayer. A strong, 
positive image.  The other two 
readings though, throw in a 
contrasting tone, a discordant 
note, for they both remind us 

that following Christ is not an 
easy path to take, in fact comes 
with some danger. 

Take the Gospel – the passage 
is an extract from the great 
prayer of Jesus that he makes 
as he moves towards the cross.  
I always find it uncomfortable 
to look at people when they 
pray, it’s such an intimate act 
that to look or listen almost 
seems voyeuristic!   Yet here we 
eavesdrop on Jesus as he 
pours his heart out to his father.  
Towards the end of the 
passage he prays for the 
disciples, asking that God will 
protect them.  Here it is we find 
it, the hint that the life of faith 
will not be an easy path for 
them, that protection is 
needed.   

Trial, suffering, hatred, 
oppression, distrust, dismissal; 
at different times and in 
different places this has been 
the way ever since for the 
Christian church.  Here in this 
country we are very blessed, 
we can worship freely, our faith 
does not have to be hidden.  
However, there are many ways 
of suffering, and many ways we 
encounter darkness.  
Challenges to our faith, things 
that seem to separate us from 
God; these come in many 
different disguises.  They are 

invisible, but non the less 
destructive, adversaries, 

Perhaps this is why I love the 
image we find in the letter of 
Peter, a letter written later than 
the gospels, when the church 
was suffering from oppression.  
Here the danger to the life of 
faith is presented as a tangible 
force, as ‘like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to 
devour’.  ‘Stay alert’ we are told, 
look out for this enemy – all 
sounds very familiar doesn’t it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these strange times we will 
all have demons we need to 
face; our darkness will come 
and go and be particular to us 
all. And often our demons are 
not so clearly defined as this 
colourful image, they are subtle 
and shifting and erode away at 
us.  It is so hard when things are 
tough to sometimes stay 
focused on God, when 
depression numbs us prayer 
can seem empty.  When anxiety 
causes physical pain, when we 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

COLLECT 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your 
only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us 
not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us and exalt us to the place where 
our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 

Did you know that you no longer need  
a computer, or the internet, to get  
involved with our Zoom services?  
The Parish of Boston holds services throughout 
the week, and we would love to hear you call in 
on them!  

All you have to do is call this number  
0203 481 5240 just prior to the start of the 
service and enter the details to join us as directed! 

Sun 24 May 10.30 Meeting ID: 810 6784 4610 
Eucharist  Password: 532485 

Weds 27 May 10.30 Meeting ID: 844 3762 6100 
Eucharist  Password: 527577 

Thurs 28 May 12.00 Meeting ID: 895 0857 9126 
Community Prayer Password: 498009 

NB: Should you have any problems signing in, 
please ring Adam via 01205 310929. If you 
usually use your laptop/iPad etc, please do 
continue to use that! 

 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 1.6-14 

 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11 

 

 

GOSPEL:  
John 17.1-11 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the darkness of death you have raised your 
Christ to the right hand of your majesty on high. 
The pioneer of our faith, his passion accomplished, 
has opened for us the way to heaven 
and sends on us the promised Spirit. 
May we be ready to follow the Way 
and so be brought to the glory of his presence 
where songs of triumph for ever sound: 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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are worried sick about loved 
ones, or the church, or our 
finance, or the friend down the 
road, or the state of the country 
or if we will ever be normal 
again, then it’s hard to be still 
within.   At times like this we 
can battle ourselves into 
exhaustion.   

We need to be kind to 
ourselves! We need to let go. 

We need grounded in God, to 
be rooted in prayer, but not 
necessarily ‘doing’ prayer. As 
the pressure of this lockdown 
takes its toll, I think what is 
needed is simply that we allow 
ourselves to be with God.   That 
we let go of words – there are 

millions of them flying about at 
the moment, assaulting us from 
every side.  Let go of them, and 
just be with God.  

So, this week I suggest you 
spend lots of time with God. Sit 
in your favorite chair or in your 
garden and be in him.  Let his 
grace and his love heal your 
soul. Amen. 

 

FOODBANK UPDATE 

Boston Foodbank continues to operate on Tuesdays 
& Thursdays as usual for those in our community 
who need assistance. Agencies are continuing to 
issue Foodbank vouchers via telephone and an 
online system to reduce face to face contact. 
We have been amazed, once again, at the brilliant 
way in which the community have come together to 
help those less fortunate.  
From community groups,  
street dance parties, local  
& national business, to  
individual donations such as  
10yr old Ross who donated  
on Tuesday. We want to say  
a BIG Thank You to all those  
who have donated in any way 
 they are able. 
 

BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 

On a Thursday at midday you are invited to join us 
for our informal service of prayer via Zoom.  
If you have a prayer request, please do email  
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call 310929 


