
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PILGRIM PROGRESS 
 

31 May 2020 
PENTECOST 

The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

WELCOME TO BISHOP 
NICHOLAS 

This Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, 
we welcome The Rt Revd 
Nicholas Chamberlain, Bishop of 
Grantham at our Eucharist 
service to preside and preach. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON FROM OUR 
ASCENSION DAY SERVICE 
Chris Ladner, Reader 

‘This is the day the Lord has 
made. Let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.’ So says the Psalmist. 
Despite everything we are going 
through we do have reason to 
rejoice and be glad.  

In what feels like a broken and 
hurting world, we rejoice for all 
the creative worship that is 
going on in our own parish and 
throughout the world.  

We can give thanks for the time 
that we now have to talk to God, 
to listen to God, to ask God.  

I am sure we all have questions 
that we would like to ask God. 
One of the questions that are 
asked among those of the 
Jewish faith, and perhaps even 
of those of the Christian faith is 
‘where is Elijah now’. 

Since his ascension, described 
in the Second Book of Kings, the 
Jewish people have asked 
where does Elijah now reside? 
Jewish tradition through that 
ancient commentary on the 
Hebrew scriptures, the Midrash, 
tells us that Elijah is seated at the 
gates of heaven, binding and 
unbinding the wounds of the 
people.  

In our own Christian tradition, we 
talk of St Peter as the gatekeeper 
of heaven.  

In Matthew’s’ Gospel, Jesus tells 
Peter ‘I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven." It is from 
this piece of scripture that the 
early church Fathers and the 
Church drew the concept of 
eternal church authority.  

But the danger for the church 
and for us as the body of that 
same church; is that we can start 
acting and thinking that we too 
are the gatekeepers to heaven. 
We create rules and doctrines, 
ways of doing things; that 
attempt to exclude people from 
experiencing the love of Christ 
and the love of His people.  

We can adopt attitudes and 
mindsets that even 
subconsciously reveal in us a 

position that ‘we are right and 
they are wrong’ But if we truly 
understand the Easter message 
then we will realise that it is 
neither Elijah, or St Peter or the 
church that will allow us through 
the gates of heaven. But Christ 
alone! 

In our Sunday readings over the 
last few weeks we have been 
lead to this point’. We have read, 
Jesus says ‘I am the way; no one 
comes to the Father except 
through me’. ‘Jesus goes ahead 
of them, and the sheep follow 
him. He is the gate for the 
sheep’. Jesus ascends and He 
alone is the gatekeeper. 

As we celebrate the Ascension 
we do so knowing that because 
of Christ our humanity, which we 
know to be broken and 
wounded, will be embraced by 
God, and received and 
welcomed into His heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the words of Rowan Williams 
‘our humanity in all its variety, in 
all its vulnerability, has been 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

COLLECT 

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of 
your faithful people by sending to them the light 
of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to 
have a right judgement in all things and 
evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through 
the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 

Did you know that you no longer need  
a computer, or the internet, to get  
involved with our Zoom services?  
The Parish of Boston holds services throughout 
the week, and we would love to hear you call in 
on them!  

All you have to do is call this number  
0203 481 5240 just prior to the start of the 
service and enter the details to join us as directed! 

Sun 31 May 10.30 Meeting ID: 817 8544 7785 
Eucharist  Password: 149978 

Weds 3 June 10.30 Meeting ID: 863 0899 8125 
Eucharist  Password: 244305 

Thurs 4 June 12.00 Meeting ID: 836 0601 4416 
Community Prayer Password: 542199 

NB: Should you have any problems signing in, 
please ring Adam via 01205 310929. If you 
usually use your laptop/iPad etc, please do 
continue to use that! 

 

FIRST READING:  
Acts 2.1-21 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

 
 

GOSPEL:  
John 20.19-23 

 
 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Joy of Heaven, we are so blessed that You came to 
dwell in each of us on Pentecost, when Your church 
was born. Surely, through Your Spirit, we have died 
to sin and are alive to holiness. May we serve You 
faithfully, in praise, prayer, and loving service to 
others, as we are changed from glory to glory. May 
we walk as children of the light, in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth. Amen. 

taken by Jesus into the heart of 
the divine life’. 

If our experience of the last few 
months has taught us anything, 
it is this. 

As Christians we need neither 
gates or bricks and mortar, or a 
shared history of the way of 
doing things, to show ourselves 

as being the body of Christ. We 
have found new ways to 
worship, new ways to gather and 
new ways to show our love to 
one another. We have found 
new ways to return that love 
which is as old as creation itself. 

The lives of Elijah and Peter and 
history of the Church may well 

have lit our path to God; but it is 
by Christ’s death and 
resurrection that we have been 
given free access to God. To God 
who waits for us with the same 
open and loving arms that He 
received His Son, to the love that 
only a parent can have for a child 
returning home. Amen. 

 

 

BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 

On a Thursday at midday you are invited to join us 
for our informal service of prayer via Zoom.  
If you have a prayer request, please do email  
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call 310929 

VOLUNTEERS WEEK 2020 

This year Volunteers Week will  
look very different with us not  
being able to physically meet  
and celebrate the amazing work  
our volunteers do. We would however, like to 
virtually meet using Zoom! This will be a time to get 
together and chat with one another. We wouldn’t be 
able to function as a Parish without the work of our 
amazing volunteers. To join in, please see the login 
information below. We would love to see you there. 

If you do not have a computer, or the internet, please 
call 0203 481 5240 and follow the instructions to 
join in.  

Weds 3 June 1.00pm Meeting ID: 850 3871 9155 
Password: 237912 

PEREGRINE UPDATE 

On Wednesday we were  
joined by Alan, our resident  
Peregrine expert, who ringed  
the chicks so they can be  
tracked for years to come.  
Ringing the chicks is vital to being able to track the 
progress of this protected species. 
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SERMON FOR PENTECOST 
Rt Revd Nicholas Chamberlain, 
Bishop of Grantham 

The poet Gerard Manley Hopkins 
describes the grandeur of God as 
something that will ‘flame out, like 
shining from shook foil’.  What a 
wonderful picture!  For me it 
captures the beauty, the power, the 
surprise, the glory of God - 
something which is so often hidden 
to me because I am so often so busy 
- but that is absolutely there when I 
have time and eyes to see.  And on 
the Feast of Pentecost, the 
grandeur of God, the glory of God, 
the flame of God, is very clear to see.  
The Spirit descends as tongues of 
fire, and those who are present are 
clothed with God himself. 

At Pentecost something else is 
revealed as well:  the essential 
desire of God that his witnesses 
should be one - one in purpose, one 
in love, one in courage, one in 
identity.  They retain their 
differences, but they discover a 
unity.  The description in the Acts of 
the Apostles of the Jews from all 
different parts of the known world 
somehow speaking in their own 
voices but being heard as one and 
understood is such a powerful 
image of this unity.  Difference is not 
effaced, rather it becomes part of 
the foundation for a new unity - a 
unity that is God’s gift.  A divided 
world needs this kind of unity. 

In my last parish, on the Feast of 
Pentecost we tried to invite people 
whose first language wasn’t English 
to read a lesson, while the 
congregation followed the 
translation on the service sheets.  It 
was an attempt to recapture 
something of the original 
Pentecostal experience.  Today it 
strikes me that we have a different 
possibility to picture our essential 
unity alongside our diversity and 
difference, because we are having 
to use an online technology that 
provides us with images of each 
other, and on occasion our voices 
as well.  Zoom - who had heard of 
Zoom ten weeks ago? - Zoom 
perhaps helps us to grasp the 
possibility of Pentecost quite freshly 

this year.  We did not wish to be 
divided and confined to our homes, 
but we are and have to be - and yet 
we reach out to each other and are 
joined as well.  

So, this Feast of Pentecost 2020, 
while being far from ‘normal’, does 
offer us an experience that in many 
ways takes us back to the first 
Pentecost and that allows us to 
reflect a little on God’s call in our 
lives now.  We yearn to be with each 
other physically, to resume some of 
the activities that we are missing, in 
some of the holy places that we are 
equally missing, but as for the 
moment we cannot, so we draw 
strength from what is possible now.  
And on this Feast, God opens new 
possibilities for us.  We are doing 
things that we wouldn’t have done 
had we not all had to face the 
Covid-19 virus.  We yearn to share 
the sacramental presence of 
Christ’s body and blood as a 
congregation, together, but for now 
we draw strength from our divided 
and spiritual communion, 
expressed in agape.  I would love to 
be with you in person in Boston, but 
for now I cannot, but through the 
wonders of modern technology I 
can share with you a little of me 
being here: and that is a joy to me.   
And I can preside on your behalf; 
looking forward to the time when 
we can all be together and are able 
to break bread as one again. 

On Ascension Day, Jesus spoke to 
the disciples, telling them that they 
would be his witnesses and this is 
what Christians have been ever 
since: witnesses to God through our 
actions, our words, our worship, our 
prayer.  On the feast of Pentecost, 
we are given strength and 
encouragement in our witnessing, 
through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
My great privilege today is to pray 
for that gifting, on all of our behalf, 
myself included.  Like you over 
these last weeks, perhaps, I have 
not been witnessing in the way that 
I might have thought that I would 
be on the First of January 2020.  
This has already been an 
extraordinary year.  There has been 
much loss and sadness.  There has 

also been compassion, kindness, 
resilience, creativity.  Communities 
have come together in striking 
ways.  People have done 
extraordinary things.  The Church 
has changed and will change more.  
And throughout it all, God has been 
with us.  We began lockdown in 
Lent, we have experienced the 
mystery of the cross and the 
resurrection in our homes.  We are 
now celebrating the gift of the 
Spirit, still in our homes, but with the 
prospect of living that gift rather 
more in the world again.  If you are 
anything like me, you are still trying 
to make sense of it all.  I have heard 
birdsong that I haven’t heard for 
years, but I have also been sad and 
disconcerted - perhaps I needed to 
be shaken up a bit.  Perhaps God 
knows this. 

Going back to Hopkins and his 
poem ‘God’s grandeur’, he ends 
with an image that I love.  Having 
spoken about the sadnesses that 
we will encounter in this life he says:   

‘And for all this, nature is never 
spent; There lives the dearest 
freshness deep down things; And 
though the last lights off the black 
West went Oh, morning, at the 
brown brink eastward, springs  - 
Because the Holy Ghost over the 
bent World broods with warm 
breast and with ah! bright wings.’ 

The Holy Ghost broods over the 
world with warm breast and bright 
wings.  God does not leave us 
alone, or comfortless, or without an 
advocate alongside us:  God’s Spirit 
is all of these things, and today, 
Pentecost, God’s Spirit is with us.  
Today is another turning point day 
and it is my prayer that, in different 
ways, we will all end our worship 
today strengthened and 
encouraged, just as those who 
gathered on the first Pentecost 
were also strengthened and 
encouraged. 

May you know God’s blessing, my 
friends in Boston, and may the Spirit 
inspire you in your lives and in your 
witnessing - for which much thanks.  
Amen. 

 

 


