
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PILGRIM PROGRESS 
 

7 June 2020 
TRINITY SUNDAY 

The Parish of Boston: A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe 

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR 

Dear Friends, 

This is now the eleventh weekly 
Pilgrim News! I simply cannot 
believe where the time has gone 
and how particular ways of 
doing things now appear quite 
‘normal’. As you would expect, 
the staff and ministry continue to 
meet regularly. Our discussions 
this week have concentrated on 
what will happen and how we 
will do things when we re-open. 
Decisions are, of course, all 
subject to government and 
church guidelines. Bearing this 
in mind, these are the headlines:	 

1) Due to our service numbers, 
we anticipate having to have 
more services. These will be 
services that we will ask you to 
indicate that you will be 
attending. This is so we can 
regulate the numbers and 
ensure safe spacing. One of the 
services will also be available on 
Zoom. People who would prefer 
to stay at home, either through 
need or safety will be able to 
access the service and be with 
us in spirit. At this point, it would 
be useful to reiterate that 
although some of you do take 
the bread and wine at home, this 
is purely a symbolic, not a 
sacramental act. I know that 
some of you prefer to take this 
spiritual communion without 
these symbols in front of you. 

When our services are ‘zoomed’ 
the president receives on the 
Parish’s behalf. These are 
unprecedented times, and in the 
House of Bishops, much 
discussion is going on about the 
true nature of our Zoom 
Eucharists. I do know that 
whatever the kind of the services 
I personally am moved and 
humbled by being with you all in 
the worship of our Heavenly 
Father.	 

2) Once back in Church, the 
services, in the short term, will be 
only in St Botolph’s Church. This 
is, so we make sure we fulfil all 
social distancing and hygiene 
protocols. We are also going to 
suggest that everyone has their 
own hymn book and service 
sheet which are kept at home 
and brought Sundays. Finally, 
we would like to move from the 
handling of cash. This means 
that it would be brilliant if as 
many of you as possible could 
start making your offering to God 
by direct debit. This does also 
include the use of envelopes. If 
you are going to make your 
offering via direct debit (DD) it 
would be great if you could 
consider using the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS). The main benefit 
of doing this is to cut down the 
time of doing gift aid: the PGS 
does that for us. Please contact 
Chris for any further information 
on DD or PGS. 

3) As you will be aware, 62% of 
our income comes from St 
Botolph’s being open to the 
public and for services. This has 
been stopped. Also, our revenue 
was reduced last year due to the 
internal works for the Passion for 
the People Project. Our business 
plan showed that towards the 
end of this year, our day to day 
finances would start to bounce 
back. This has all now been 
scuppered through the COVID 
crisis. Sadly, this has meant that 
the staff of the Parish are all 
going through redundancy 
consultations. This will either 
mean redundancies, reduced 
working hours and/or change of 
roles. We would, therefore, make 
a plea that we would be 
incredibly grateful for you to 
consider the amount you 
presently give and perhaps 
increase the amount. This would 
help us enormously and help 
ensure we can keep serving the 
community and you in the way 
we have all become 
accustomed. Also, we would 
receive with gratitude any one-
off gift offering that would help 
with our daily costs and tide us 
over until the Church re-opens. 

In Him and His eternal love for us 
all, 

Aly 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 
SERMON 
Chris Ladner, Reader 

I have to admit that when the 
Rector asked me to preach on 
Trinity Sunday, I was a little 
daunted.  

Explaining the Trinity after all 
has exercised the minds of the 
very best theologians and 
preachers for nearly two 
thousand years.  

There are no end of examples 
used to explain that when we 
speak of three gods we actually 
mean One God. 

When we talk of God the Father, 
who made the world; of God the 
Son, who redeemed us on the 
Cross; and of God the Holy Spirit 
who lives within us and 
sanctifies us, we of course talk of 
the one true and living God. 

But how do we as rational, 
thinking and cogent beings 
understand that three is actually 
one; what imagery can we use 
that helps us to better 
understand something which 
appears so contradictory.  

I read that one illustration of the 
Trinity is light.  

Light, when passed through a 
single prism, is seen to be 
composed of three primary 
colours: red, yellow, and blue. 
There is one light but is consists 
of three lights.  

I thought that was a good 
example but as I continued to 
read. I came across hundreds of 
other examples of how to 
rationalise or give an 
understanding of the Trinity. 
Some were formulaic, some long 
stories, some humorous, some 
logical. 

I suppose it would depend on 
the type of person we are and 
how we learn as to which 

example would best suit each of 
us.  

After a lot of soul searching, I 
finally realised that I am not sure 
it matters if we understand the 
Trinity or not. 

If we don’t understand it, God is 
no less real; nor does thinking 
we understand the Trinity make 
God anymore alive in our hearts.  

Understanding the Trinity 
doesn’t in itself lead to a 
deepening of our faith. 

The Trinity is still core to our faith 
and belief and of course is best 
summed up in the Athanasian 
Creed. Traditionally this 
statement of our shared beliefs 
regarding the Trinity was recited 
today, Trinity Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am grateful to Bishop James of 
Norwich for pointing out what 
the creed in essence says. 

In the Athanasian Creed we 
learn that; the Father is 
incomprehensible, the Son 
incomprehensible; and the Holy 
Ghost incomprehensible. And 
yet there are not three 
incomprehensible, but one 
incomprehensible…” 

But what of Scripture, what can 
we understand from our reading 
of the bible that will help us to 
understand the revelation of the 
mystery of God.    

In this morning’s Gospel reading 
we see God revealed in 
Scripture, and in the words of 
Jesus, God is Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  

Jesus is not concerned with 
teaching us what that might 

mean in some theological or 
physical sense, but simply that 
we are called to go and make 
disciples of all people by 
bringing them into a relationship 
with God.  

We do so in the full knowledge 
that the promise of God is 
steadfast, at the beginning of 
Matthew’s Gospel  in chapter 
one we are told the virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him 
Immanuel”(which means “God 
with us”).  

In our reading today, at the end 
of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
reassures us that he, Immanuel is 
with us today, tomorrow and 
forever. ‘And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age’.  

Perhaps If we had spent the last 
two thousand years spending 
less time on doctrine and falling 
out over creeds and more on 
trying to have a relationship with 
the Triune God; by walking in 
the footsteps of Jesus, by 
helping to build a Kingdom that 
is so revolutionary that the meek 
inherit the earth; perhaps then 
the world would be as our 
creator intended it. 

 What a world it would be if 
instead of the thousands of 
books on doctrines such as the 
concept of original sin, all that 
time and energy was instead 
spent on writing and talking 
about original love. 

Now that is what the nature of 
God is, pure original love. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given 
us your servants grace, by the confession of a 
true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the 
eternal Trinity and in the power of the divine 
majesty to worship the Unity: keep us steadfast 
in this faith, that we may evermore be defended 
from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 

Did you know that you no longer need  
a computer, or the internet, to get  
involved with our Zoom services?  
The Parish of Boston holds services throughout 
the week, and we would love to hear you call in 
on them!  

All you have to do is call this number  
0203 481 5240 just prior to the start of the 
service and enter the details to join us as directed! 

Sun 7 June10.30 Meeting ID: 864 9992 8051 
Eucharist  Password: 483520 

Evensong 16.00 Meeting ID: 857 8973 6092 
   Password: 836285 

Weds 10 June 10.30 Meeting ID: 890 0487 1971 
Eucharist  Password: 483284 

Thurs 11 June 12.00 Meeting ID: 871 4463 9516 
Community Prayer Password: 411050 

NB: Should you have any problems signing in, 
please ring Adam via 01205 310929. If you 
usually use your laptop/iPad etc, please do 
continue to use that! 

 

FIRST READING:  
Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
2 Corinthians 13.11-13 

 
 

GOSPEL:  
Matthew 28.16-20 

 
 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Father, you have filled your people with the Spirit 
who rested on your Son and united us in your 
church; open channels for your Spirit that we may 
freely work together and your kingdom and your 
rule increase. Christ, our friend and our guide, 
pioneer through the shadow of death, passing 
through darkness to light, be our companion that 
we may fear no evil, and bring us to life and to 
glory. Amen 
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BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 

On a Thursday at midday you are invited to join us 
for our informal service of prayer via Zoom.  
If you have a prayer request, please do email  
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call 310929 

PEREGRINE UPDATE 

Our Peregrines are really  
growing now with some of  
their adult feathers now  
appearing. Here is a great  
picture of them all together. 

We don’t think it will be too  
long now until they start to  
explore further than their  
nesting box! 

BOSTON STUMP GIFT SHOP 

As you are aware, St Botolph’s  
Church is currently closed which  
has meant that people are  
unable to visit our Gift Shop.  

We are delighted to announce  
that we have taken our Gift Shop  
online! We have been busy creating an online shop 
for people to buy our faith and unique Boston gifts 
from. As this is a new venture, we currently have a 
limited range available, however we are uploading 
more stock each week. We have already had 
several sales and we hope these will increase as we 
increase our stock availability. Please do promote 
our shop to your friends and family. 

www.bostonstumpgiftshop.com 
 

EVENSONG 

Sunday 7 June  
4.00pm 

On Sunday 7 June we will be holding our first 
Virtual Evensong at 4pm! Members of our Choir 
will be joining us for a special service of Evensong 
for Trinity Sunday. We do hope you will be able to 
join us; a link will be sent out via email as usual. 
Alternatively, you can join using the information 
below. 


