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SERMON 
Revd Jane Robertson,  
Associate Rector 

We have done with dogma and 
divinity, 

Easter and Whitsun past, 
The long, long Sundays after 

Trinity are with us at last. 
The passionless Sundays after 

Trinity, 
Neither feast day nor fast. 

I love these words from the 
poem ‘After Trinity’ by the 
novelist and poet John Meade 
Falkner.  I think I’ve probably 
shared them with you before.  
For me they capture the feel of 
the long summer days that we 
hope lie ahead. 

We certainly seem to have been 
travelling through the major 
festivals for a long time, but now 
we begin the path less exciting, 
steadier path through summer. 
Those Sundays in the church 
year when we reacquaint 
ourselves with the stories and 
teaching of Jesus.  The days 
when we explore as just what it 
means to be a disciple of Christ. 

For the next eighteen weeks we 
will be travelling with Matthew 
as our companion.  Written 

towards the end of the first 
century and speaking into a 
situation of tension between the 
Christians and synagogue, what 
do his words say to us? As I have 
reflected on these passages and 
researched them, certain things 
have struck me as I think about 
the life of the church today – our 
lives as his people.  

One of the first things I noticed is 
Matthew’s delight in name lists.  
Remember, this is the Gospel 
that begins with a genealogy. 
Perhaps there is something 
about names that give authority 
for Matthew, that root things 
firmly in a context and tradition.  

Today, as Jesus commands his 
disciples to go out in his name, 
Matthew pauses his story to tell 
us the names of the twelve. As I 
read the list, I realise how little I 
know about them.  Yes, I can 
speak about Peter and some of 
the others, but James, son of 
Alphaeus? Thaddeus? Simon 
the Cananaean? I know nothing 
about them except they were 
disciples of Jesus Christ. They 
weren’t famous or great figures, 
but it doesn’t matter.   This 
naming reminds me how 
important it is, before all else, 
that we recognise our primary 
call as Christians is to a 
relationship with God. That we 
never forget we are known, 
named, and loved by him. That, 

if you like, is our baseline call, 
our vocation. 

But….  and there is always a ‘but’ 
isn’t there? 

It is a call of mutuality, for with 
call comes response, and that is 
what I am thinking about at the 
moment.  How do I respond to 
God’s call?  What do I do as I live 
out my discipleship? Then, I 
think, how do WE live out our 
call to be the church? Now.  

You may recall that last week’s 
gospel was the final verses from 
Matthew’s gospel, the great 
commission where Jesus tells 
the disciples to go out and make 
disciples in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Today we are in that territory 
again. ‘Special time’ ends with it, 
ordinary time begins with it! The 
call to simply proclaim the good 
news is here, right at the 
beginning of these eighteen 
weeks where we explore 
discipleship.  It is a primary 
context to all else we will reflect 
on. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why would we want to do any 
other? After all, the good news 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

COLLECT 

O God, the strength of all those who put their 
trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and, 
because through the weakness of our mortal 
nature we can do no good thing without you, 
grant us the help of your grace, that in the 
keeping of your commandments we may please 
you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 

The Parish of Boston holds services  
throughout the week, and we would  
love to hear you call in on them!  

All you have to do is call this number  
0203 481 5240 just prior to the start of the 
service and enter the details to join us as 
directed! 

Sun 14 June 10.30 Meeting ID: 884 9684 4310 
Eucharist  Password: 587144 

Weds 17 June 10.30 Meeting ID: 840 3958 2409 
Eucharist  Password: 171739 

Thurs 18 June 12.00 Meeting ID: 845 7038 3030 
Community Prayer Password: 312195 

 

FIRST READING:  
Genesis 18.1-15 [21.1-7] 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING:  
Romans 5.1-8 

 

GOSPEL:  
Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 [9-23] 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY 

Good and Gracious God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
invites all people to follow him and become his 
disciples. Touch our hearts, enlighten our minds, and 
stir our spirit. Help us daily to take up our cross and 
follow him by living his Word and proclaiming his 
Good News to those around us. May our faith in you 
increase, may our hunger for the Gospel intensify, 
and may our parish be strengthened 
as we learn to love one another as he has loved us. 
Amen.		 
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about Jesus is amazing.  He has 
changed my life…I am sure he 
has changed yours.  He brings 
healing and liberation, and 
through him we have an 
amazing, life giving relationship 
with the living God.  

We’ve got to share that!  

But… it may be simple, yet it can 
be the hardest thing for many 
people. To talk to others about 
their faith.  To say ‘Guess what, 
Jesus is ab-so-lut-ely wonderful!! 

It is scary.  It is daunting.  It is 
embarrassing. We feel silly or we 

feel vulnerable. It’s not the way 
in our tradition. I understand 
that.  But I also understand that it 
is the basic thing Jesus asked of 
his disciples, and it seems to be 
something they couldn’t help 
doing anyway.  They were so 
changed by him, so full of joy 
and hope, they just had to speak 
out loud. 

Where has that drive gone in me, 
I ask myself? 

We are disciples now, in a world 
where, as Matthew says earlier, 
many people are harassed and 
helpless, but we have something 

wonderful to offer to our 
community.  

As a church, and as disciples we 
need, I think, to think about what 
this call means for us.  How it 
could look to us in the Parish of 
Boston. 

How can we proclaim the good 
news of the Gospel to the people 
of this parish?  

It’s a conversation we all need to 
be thinking about… not just Aly, 
Chris and I, but all of us. Amen. 

 

BOSTON CONNECTED: COMMUNITY PRAYER 
On a Thursday at midday you are invited to join us for our informal service of prayer via Zoom.  
If you have a prayer request, please do email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call 310929 

PEREGRINE UPDATE 

Here is a picture we managed 
to grab before they walked  
away. The chicks are really  
growing now with their adult 
feathers really showing. They 
are exploring more and are really 
vocal, making themselves known! 

CHURCHES TO REOPEN  
FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Following the Government’s  
announcement that places of  
worship may open for private  
prayer. We have been busy  
getting St Botolph’s ready to  
open. We will keep you updated  
as to what days/times we will be  
open. More information coming soon… 


