10 January 2021
Baptism of Christ

PILGRIMS PROGRESS

The Parish of Boston: A Place of Hospitality - A Place to Belong + A Place to Believe

Dear Friends,
The Ministry and Operations Team had decided on Monday that we would try to maintain our public Sunday service
offering with Zoom, all within COVID safety Tier 4 protocols. Then we all attended the Community briefing on Tuesday
evening which was stark in terms of potential health possibilities. On Wednesday we met and decided that we needed
at all costs to be safe for volunteers, members of the community, congregation (and ourselves) as well as to protect the
workers in the Pilgrim Hospital. This made the Ministry, Operations Teams, Churchwardens and PCC reluctantly and
with great feelings of loss and guilt decide to ask the permission of the Bishop to suspend public worship until the 14th
of February. We do not know if this is the right or wrong decision - but we do know this is the safest. We also plan to
close for private prayer, however, if any of you wish to access the Church for some quiet, private and contemplative time
please do contact us so this can be arranged.
On your behalf we will continue to Zoom the services from inside St Botolph’s. My hope and prayer is that we will get an
Easter this year - and if we do - it will definitely be a humdinger!
Aly

COLLECT
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to
us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1.1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
SECOND READING: Acts 19.1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some
disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s
baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were
about twelve of them.

GOSPEL: Mark 1.4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’ In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
POST COMMUNION
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your
beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

PRIVATE PRAYER
Although our Churches are closed, if any of you wish to
access the Church for some quiet, private and
contemplative time please do contact us so this can be
arranged.
Tel. (01205) 310929
Email. admin@parishofboston.co.uk

VOLUNTEER FOODBANK ADMINISTRATOR
The Foodbank are looking for a volunteer Foodbank
Administrator. Due to the rise in demand for Foodbank
services we are looking for someone to commit to a
minimum of 2hrs on a Tuesday and Thursday each week
to assist with the administration around the Foodbank.
This role will involve undertaking tasks such as filing,
data entry, typing etc. Using Word, Excel & email. It will
also involve dealing with enquiries from partner
agencies and members of the public via telephone and
email. To find out more, please speak with Caz Harvey
via (01205) 310929 or email
caz.harvey@parishofboston.co.uk.

Pietro Perugino and his workshop, Sistine Chapel, Rome

ZOOM INFORMATION

LET US PRAY

The Parish of Boston holds services
throughout the week. You can join,
even without the internet, by calling
this number 0203 481 5240
prior to the start of the service. Simply follow the
instructions and enter the details below to join us.

Lord, come anew to your Church and, as we offer you
our lives for your greater glory, renew in us your
gifts: Feed and nourish us as the Body of Christ so that
we may grow daily more like your son. And fill us with
your Spirit so that we may overflow with your love and
transform the world with your glory. Amen.

Sun 10 January
Eucharist 11.00

Lord, who sent your son to make all things new, renew
and strengthen our communities, we pray. Help us to
help each of us to dig deep within to bring forth all that
is best in us, as we seek to build up the mutual help
and reinforcement we can offer each other in a virtuous
spiral which has the power to make our spirits soar.
Amen.

Wed 13 January
Eucharist 10.30

Meeting ID: 821 6301 6659
Passcode: 255389
Meeting ID: 884 5221 1744
Passcode: 526375
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