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Epiphany 
 
In the Western churches, the Epiphany (ʻmanifestationʼ) became an 
occasion to celebrate one element in the story of Christʼs birth, the visit 
of the far-travelled magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles. Matthewʼs account speaks simply of ʻwise men from the eastʼ; 
later tradition fixed their number at three, made them kings and recalled 
their resonant names – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. In this 
perspective, Epiphany-tide is an apt season to pray for the worldwide 
mission of the Church. The feast of the Conversion of St Paul, the 
Apostle  to the Gentiles, appropriately falls in the Epiphany season, as 
does the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. In the Eastern churches, 
the Epiphany is, rather, the celebration of Christʼs baptism at the hands 
of John, when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven 
declared Jesus to be Godʼs beloved Son.The miracle of Cana in Galilee, 
where Jesus ʻfirst manifested his gloryʼ, follows immediately: 
 

Manifest at Jordanʼs stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana wedding-guest in thy Godhead manifest. 
(Christopher Wordsworth) 

 
The arrangement of the Sundays of Epiphany in the Revised Common 
Lectionary deliberately draws out these aspects. The season of joyful 
celebration that begins at Christmas now continues through the 
successive Sundays of Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with the 
Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas).The child who has been 
manifested to the magi at his birth is now  recognized by Simeon and 
Anna, when he comes to be presented in the Temple according to the 
Law of Israel. He is both ʻa light to lighten the Gentilesʼ and ʻthe glory of 
Godʼs people Israelʼ. But the redemption he will bring must be won 
through suffering; the Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and 
Simeonʼs final words move our attention away from the celebration of 
Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter. 
 
 
 



BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 

 
Most merciful God, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him, 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



THE GATHERING 
 

 
THE GREETING 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 
 

PRAYERS OF PREPARATION 
Almighty God, 
To whom all hearts are open, 
All desires known, 
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you 
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

By the mercies of God, let us confess our sins 
And present our bodies as a living sacrifice, 
Holy and acceptable to him, 
Which is our spiritual worship. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
May God who loved the world so much  
that he sent his son to be our Saviour, 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

THE COLLECT 
All pray in silence. The Collect of the day is said, which 

ends…one God now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Sit 

At the end the reader says 
This is the word of the Lord 
thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 
At the end the reader says 

This is the word of the Lord 
thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL READING 
Stand 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 
Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
SitAfter the sermon silence is kept for a few moments. 



THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Stand 

 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
we believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sit 

 
The following response is used. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
THE PEACE 

Stand 
Christ is our peace.  
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.  
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 
PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 
 
Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church, 
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
we lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
it is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory  
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
  



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
To you be glory and praise for ever. 



Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Christ is the bread of life: 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break the bread of life, 
And that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, light in the midst of us, 
Bring us to light and life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 
Christ is the true bread which has 
come down from heaven. 
Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
Christ is the true bread which has  
come down from heaven.  
Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
The Post Communion Collect may be said. Then we all say 

 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
And gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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